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Hamilton attacks chief whip 

Major rejects 
sleaze row 
slur as ‘junk’ 

By Andrew Pierce and Arthur Leathley 


UKXAB.KREME/AFP 


JOHN MAJOR was de¬ 
pressed and irritated yester¬ 
day as new sleaze allegations 
continued to overshadow the 
Tory election campaign. 

The Rime Minister was 
visibly angry as he dismissed 
as “junk" claims that he had 
ignored evidence that Tim 
Smith, the MP for Beacons- 
field. had accepted large unde¬ 
clared cash payments when he 
appointed him to the Govern¬ 
ment in 1994. 

Mr .Smith told the then. 
Chief Whip David Wadding- 
ton in February 1989 that he 
had not declared payments of 
up to £25,000 from Mohamed 
A1 Fayed, the owner of 
Harrods. However,' Mr Major 
insisted yesterday that the 
information • had..loot been 
passed to him after he became 
Prime-Minister fife following 
year. 

The daim had been made in 
The Guardian, which pub¬ 
lished five pages of .transcript 
evidence- from the Commons 
inquiry into toe cash-forques- 
tirais a&rir. The newspaper, 
which-may face contempt of 
Parfiament-ttoarges, had ob¬ 
tained thematerialtorough its 
own participation in the inves¬ 
tigation, and its decision to 
publish was deplored by Sir 
Gordon Downey; the Parlia¬ 
mentary Standards Commis¬ 
sioner. Sir Gordon said: “It is 
a gross breach of the trust 
placed in -those to whom 
documents were sent, in confi¬ 
dence. under the inquiry pro- 


Nato deadlock 
at summit 

The Helsinki summit ended 
with Presidents Clinton and 
Yeltsin agreeing to disagree 
over Nafo’s plans'to extend its 
membership eastwards. The 
two -leaders did, however, 
make a commitment to forge 
ahead in several areas of arms 
control andeconomic co-oper¬ 
ation. Mr Yeltsin said: “We 
want to do away with the past 
mistrust and animosity. We 
cant accomplish this im¬ 
mediately.'" -- Pag* 20 

W. Awdry dies 

The Rev W. Awdry. creator of 
Thomas the Tank Engine, has 
died aged 85. But the fleet of 
trains that has delighted gen¬ 
erations of children will five 
on. Awdry’s son Christopher 
Will continue 'to chronicle 

their adventures-Page 8 

Obituary--~ Page 27 


cedures." He repeated his 
regret that it would not be 
possible for toe Standards and 
Privileges Committee » re¬ 
ceive and act on his toll report 
before the election. "But the 
selective leaking of evidence is 
against the interests of natural 
justice." 

The two former ministers at 
the heart of the storm were in 
their constituencies last night 
fortheir associations' annual 
meetings, where the sleaze 
allegations dominated events. 


Tories copy Kinnodc. Page 10 
Hamilton anger 1—-..Page II 

Simon Jenkins-Page 24 

leading artide_Page 25 

Nefl -Hamilton, the former 
Trade Minister and MP for 
Tattoo, insisted that he had 
robustly defended the allega¬ 
tions in his evidence to Sir 
Gordon !S inquiry. 

Evidence obtained by The 
Times reveals that Mr Hamil¬ 
ton launched a bitter attack on 
Richard Ryder, the Tory chief 
whip at the time the allega¬ 
tions were made, for with¬ 
drawing support when the 
media offensive became too 
“relentless". 

Documents obtained by The 
Times also reveal for the first 
time that Mr Smith admitted 
to Sir Gordon that he was part 
of a group of five Tory MPs 


who worked “in operation" 
with Ian Greer, the lobbyist 
and Mr Al Fayed. 

Mr Smith, who accepted 
between £18.000 to £25.000 in 
used £50 notes from Mr Al 
Fayed, said: “I think it was 
very much in Mr Greer's 
interest to show that there 
definitely was a group. Obvi-. 
ously I was part of that 
group." 

Mr Smith, who resigned as 
Northern Ireland Minister 
when toe casb-for-q uestions 
allegations were published in 
October 1994, was asked 
whether Mr Hamilton was 
“performing identical func¬ 
tions to you*? He replied: “Yes. 
He certainly was a member of 
that group." 

Otoer MPs in the group , 
included Sir Andrew Bowden. | 
the MP for Brighton j 
Kemptown. who acepied ! 
£5.000 for his constituency 
funds from Mr Greer. He is 
also accused of receiving a 
further £5,000 from Mr Al 
Fayed who then dropped him, 
allegedly because he became 
“too greedy". He has denied 
toe charge. 

They also included Sir Peter 
Hordern, the MP for 
Horsham, who is revealed 
today as the tenth man on the 
list of MPs still being investi¬ 
gated by Sir Gordon Downey. 
Sir Peter, who listed his con¬ 
nection to the House of Fraser 
in the Register of MPs' inter¬ 
ests. was paid £72,000 for his 

.Continued on page 2 col 7 


Tel Aviv 
suicide 
bomber 
kills three 

THREE people were killed 
and more than forty wounded 
yesterday when an Islamic 
suicide bomb ripped through 
a Tel Aviv coffee shop where 
children in fancy dress were 
celebrating toe Purim holiday. 

It was the first such attack 
since Binyamin Netanyahu 
came to power last May 
promising Israelis “peace with 
security". He immediately 
blamed the Palestinian leader - 
Yassir Arafat, while fellow 
- members of his coalition gov¬ 
ernment called for an end to 
talks with the fttiestine Liber¬ 
ation Organisation. 

■ The bomb’s victims includ¬ 
ed a six-month-old bay 
dressed in a traditional Purim 
red and blue down's costume 
who was carried away 
screaming by a police woman, 
his head matted with-blood. 
His mother was among those 
injured by the 20-year-old 
killer, who stared at his vic¬ 
tims before detonating his 
dufflebag nallbomb. 

Last night hatred 1 between 
Israelis and Palestinians was 
nearly at breaking point after 
reports of Palestinian joy at 
the attack, which was shown 
repeatedly on tefevisionu 

Riots in Hebron against the 
new Jewish settlement at Har 
Homa left four Israeli soldiers 
wounded and 30 Palestinians 
were treated for gas inhala¬ 
tion. Troops used live bullets 
to prevent Arabs from storm¬ 
ing a Jewish settlement 
building. 

At the same time, a leader of 
the Islamic resistance move¬ 
ment Hamas told a cheering 
crowd of 10,000 at a rally in 
the West Bank dfy of Nablus: 
“I have good news for you. 
There is a suicide operation in 
Tel Aviv." At least a hundred 
would-be suicide bombers are 
said to be standing by in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


Israel blames Arafat, page 18 

A policewoman carries a six-month-old boy from the scene of yesterday's bombing at the Apropos cafe in Tel Aviv Leading artide, page 25 



Labour refuses to back 
Howard’s choice for Tote 


Writers pay homage 
to V S Pritchett 

By Dai-ya Alberge, arts correspondent 
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By Richard Evans and-Richard Ford 


THE Tote chairmanship be¬ 
came a casualty of general 
election fever last night after 
Michael Howard and Jack 
Straw dashed over who 
should succeed Lord Wyatt of 
Weeford as head of the state- 
run pool betting operation. 

Major-General Guy Wat¬ 
kins, 63. who ran raring in 
Hong Kong for ten years, was 
Mr Howard’s surprise choice 
for the £75,000-a-year post 
but now the appointment has 
been put on hold until after 
May 1 — the day a new 
chairman should take over. 

The Home Secretary, who 
was obliged to consult his 
Labour shadow over toe high- 
profile job. put forward Gen¬ 


eral Watkins's name on 
Thursday night. Mr Straw 
then said that he wanted to 
interview toe shortlist oFappli¬ 
cants. Mr Howard refused 
and after more talks the 
appointment was put off until 
after election day. 

A Home Office spokesman 
said: “The normal practice is 
for all major appointments to 
be frozen during a period of a 
general election. For appoint¬ 
ments to be made during this 
period would have been excep¬ 
tional and would require the 
agreement of the Opposition.” 

Mr Straw said that it had 
been well known for some 
months that a new Tote chair¬ 
man was needed. In a state-- 


ment he said the Home Sec¬ 
retary had chosen Parlia¬ 
ment's last business day to ask 
for approval of his candidate. 
He had told Mr Howard "it 
was inappropriate to make 
such a major public appoint¬ 
ment now that the election has 
Menially been called”. 

Labour has approved other 
Home Office appointments 
because the party knew the 
candidates. It had' no detailed 
knowledge of the Tote'S 
shortlisted candidates. 

Lord Wyatt. Tote chairman 
for 21 years, had backed 
Lieutenant-General Sir Willie 
Rous, a retired Army Board 
member, to replace him. 

Raring uncertainty, page 56 


V. S. PRITCHETT, toe master 
of short story writing and 
literary criticism, has died 
aged 96. 

The novelist Martin Amis 
said last night: “He was one of 
toe very greatest English writ¬ 
ers of the century. His collec¬ 
tion of stories is perhaps the 
greatest single volume by any 
writer this century. He was a 
visionary; he wrote about 
people as if he knew exactly 
what they dreamt every night 
He was an inspiration on my 
writing." 

That view was echoed by the 
novelist Julian Barnes, who 
described Sir Victor as “the 
best English short story writer 
of the last 50 years". 

Claire Tomalin, who as 


literary editor of The New 
Statesman used to publish his 
critical articles, said: “He 
would write them, his wife 
Dorothy would type them and 
Victor would go over them 
vwth a red pen until they 
became wonderful works of 
art. He was the best literary 
journalist of his generation 
without a doubt He was a 
giant" 

Hie novelist lan Me Ewan 
said: “irs a very sad day." He 
noted that Pritchett saw com¬ 
edy as having a “militant 
tragic edge” and said: “His 
stories were superbly crafted 
— very funny but often horri¬ 
bly revealing." 

Obituary, page 27 
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Schoolboy hacker was ‘No 1 threat’ to US security 


Why pay unnecessary tax on your savings 
when your money can grow 
entirdr tax-free in a Virgin Growth PEP? 
Call ns now to secure your 
PEP and your tax savings before the 
tax year ends on April 5tk 
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ck controlled 
nee computers 


By Adam Kkksco 

A DOUBLE BASS player ar the Royal 
College of Music caused "more harm 
than die KGB” when he hacked into 
American defence and missile systems 
from his London bedroom. 

Using equipment that cost £750 from 
his local High Street in Colindale, lb-year- 
old Richard Pryoe obtained toe passwords 
to download the computer records of the 
US Air Force and Lockheed defence 
computers. He gained access to tot- Air 
Force’s Premier Command and Control 
Research Facility, then at Griffiths Air 
Force base in New' York, which dealt with 
sensitive subjects such as artificial 
intelligence. 


A Congressional report on computer 
attacks said: "A 16-year-old British hacker 
was seizing control of defence department 
computers on the direction of an un¬ 
known third party." 

His solicitor said that officials believed 
he was being manipulated by an East 
European outfit. The security breach was 
also discussed in toe Senate where Pryce 
was accused of “causing more harm than 
the KGB” and described as the No 1 threat 
to American security. 

Pryce. now 19, was yesterday fined 
£1,200 by Bow Street magistrates, who 
accepted his innocent motives after he 
admitted 12 charges of gaining access to 
the computers. They ordered his comput¬ 
er equipment ro be confiscated. 


The boy had been offered up to £30,000 
by publishers and Hollywood film¬ 
makers had he fought the case. But he 
admitted the charge on the night of his 
arrest. He had also been sent £600 from 
one source, but had given it to charity. 

Geoffrey Robertson QC, for Pryce, said 
the Pentagon had at first suspected a spy 
ring. Instead they found the schoolboy, 
leading an extraordinarily sheltered exis¬ 
tence in the bosom of a loving family but 
devoting himself ro an obsessive involve¬ 
ment with computers. “He made no profit 
and there was no subversion of defence 
systems. - Mr Robertson said. 

Tlie Pentagon said yesterday that it was 
taking measures to stop its "systems 
coming under computer attack". 
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Farewell the characters: here comes the cloned MP 
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v NEWCASTLE 

Rob Hughes 
reports from 
Selhurst Park 


AMID the gilded splendours 
of the Lords Chamber, the 
sumptuous pageantry of the 
Royal Prorogation was only 
slightly marred by the scram 
of one of their Lordships' 
hearing devices. 

Ir seemed to have been sent 
haywire by feedback from the 
sound amplification system, 
and started an electronic cat¬ 
erwauling such as occurs 
when callers to radio phone- 
ins forget to switch off their 
wirelesses. At first nobody 
could tell where the noise was 
coming from. Scores of wor¬ 
ried fingers began tapping 
scores of noble ears, to check 
antique hearing aids. 

Attention then moved to a 
small, elderly baron. Atten¬ 
dants hastened to his assis¬ 
tance. A black box was 


removed from the confused 
peer. Accusing glances shot 
his way. It was like the scene 
in the lounge of an old 
people's home, when one of 
the inmates has inadvertently 
broken wind. But he recov¬ 
ered his composure. 

And in pranced the Lord 
Chancellor and his play¬ 
mates. milords Cranborne, 
Jenkins of Hilihead, Richard 
and Ampthiil: a genteel line¬ 
dancing team. Lord Mackay 
of Clashfem pursued by a tiny 
lady train-bearer, and 
wearing a black comish 
pastie on his head, the others 
capped in black boat-shaped 
creations, all of them knock¬ 
ing us cold in red and gold. 
After the usual nodding and 
cap-doffing — and to our 
astonishment — the offiriat- 
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ing flunkey started speaking 
Norman French .“LaRepnese 
remerde ses bans sujers, 
accept* leur benevolence, et 
ansi le veulCThis introduced 
a string of titles of BtBs to 
which Her Majesty had indi¬ 
cated assent 

“Flood Prevention & Land 
Drainage (Scotland) Act.” 

“La Reyne le veultr Quite 
how fervently the Queen did 
wish it was capable of doubL 
MPsl called by Black Rod to 
come and watch, .stood and 
gazed from the doorway. 

Some were a little misty- 
eyed. For this departing 


crowd included many who 
know they will never watch 
the ceremony as MPs again, 
and a few who do noL 

I shall miss them. I shall 
miss Peter Shore (Lab. Beth¬ 
nal Green and Stepney) who 
was among the spectators 
yesterday. He always carried 
an air of thoughtfulness and 
probity about him. 1 shall 
miss the redoubtable Dame 
Elaine KeUett-Bowman (C, 
Lancaster), die last dame to 
commute by Morris Minor 
from Lancashire. 

1 shall miss Andrew Faulds 
(Lab. Wariey E) the bearded 


soliloquizer with the Donald 
Wolfit stage voice; and 1 shall 
miss dear, loyal Jill Kiught (G, 
Edgbaston) the most exotical- 
|y dressed dame in memory, 
on whose blouses we have 
based more rude paragraphs 
on more drab days than I care 
to remember, but who never 
complains. 

I shall miss the fine, oto- 
jashioned speeches of Sir 
Russell Johnston (lib Dem, 
Inverness Naim & Lodwbet). 

1 shall even mis Mildred 
Gordon (Lab, Bow & Poplar). 

Unreconstructed leftwinger 

she may be. but she was her . 
own woman and she didn’t 
care what you thought 

Out go the characters: die 
awkward squaddens and toe 
absolute bricks, sages and 
fools, mavericks and loyalists 


.. toe unsuppressibles. each 
of them defiantly individual. 
It may be that nostalgia 
douds ourjudgmaC that the 
familiar always looks distinc¬ 
tive. heterogeneous — toe 
unfamiliar a homogenous 
blur. But it isn’t just nostalgia. 
Things are changing- ■ - - ■ 
On rolls May 1. In come the 

colour-me-beautiful set, the 

invasion of the bodysnatchers 
from Planet Vanilla. In come 
the manicured nails and 
Jobotomised opinions. Deo¬ 
dorised. spayed, neutered, 
zipped, buttoned, on-message, 
ideology-screened and qubk- 
free, they even I earn how to 
walk “for the cameras" now. 

Victory of the video-coach- 
ers. Triumph of toe orthodon¬ 
tists. I have seen toe future, 
and it smells of hairspray- 
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Judge grants wish 
of family that coma 
woman should die 


By Joanna Bale 
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A SEVERELY brain-damaged 
former university student is to 
return home from hospital to 
be cared for by her family in 
the last days of her life after a 
judge ruled yesterday that she 
should be allowed to die. 

Sir Stephen Brown. Presi¬ 
dent of the High Court Family 
Division, said the woman's 
mother deserved “everybody's 
acknowledgment for every¬ 
thing that she has done, her 
courage is tremendous” 

The 29-year-old woman, 
who has been in a coma for IS 
months but whose condition 
falls short of a permanent 
vegetative state, wi II be 
allowed to starve to death. It 
was ruled that a feeding tube 
which had slipped from her 
body on Tuesday should not 
be reinserted. 

Sir Stephen compared the 
woman to Tony Bland, the 
Hillsborough victim whose 
parents were granted their 
wish in 1GQ3 that he should 
die. He said that, like Mr 
Bland, she was “existing in a 
state of a living death”, and 
that he believed that “the time 
for merciful relief has 
arrived". 

The court was told that the 
woman, known as Miss D. did 
not meet the strict guidelines 
for PVS as defined bv the 


Royal College of Physicians. 
Her eyes appear to .track 
moving objects, she flinches if 
a gesture is made and reacts to 
toe feeling of ice on her body. 

However, according to Pro¬ 
fessor David Chad wide, called 
by the NHS Trust, these were 
“primitive reflexes” within the 
nervous system. As the 
woman had "no prospect" of 
recovery but could live for 
another 30 years, her family 
wanted her to die “with 
dignity". 

Sir Stephen said all the 
consultants, doctors, medical 
team and family were agreed 
that Miss D had no awareness 
of her surroundings or herself 
and all the evidence was that 
there was “no possibility of 
any meaningful life whatso¬ 
ever”. He said he did not feel 
he was altering the bound¬ 
aries of who could be allowed 
to die because Miss D was in 
reality- in PVS. 

“It is a sad and tragic fact 
that this patient is suffering 
what is rightly termed a living 
death. I am driven to the 
conclusion in the totality of the 
evidence that it is in this 
patient's best interests to with¬ 
draw the artificial feeding and 
hydration wiiich is keeping 
her body alive.“ 

The judgment brought an 
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immediate response from the 
an ti-eu than aria group Alert, 
which said the “barbaric prac¬ 
tice” of cutting off life support 
systems to brain-damaged pa¬ 
tients should be made illegal! 

Dr Peggy Norris, chair of 
the group, said: “Withholding 
food and fluids from a person 
capable of experiencing thirst 
has been used as a form of 
torture. To do this to a helpless 
patient is cruel.” 

A spokesman for the NHS 
trust which brought the appli¬ 
cation to the High Court said 
they had sought to act in the 
“best interests of the patient”. 

Sir Stephen also stressed 
that he did not believe his 
ruling would extend the list of* 
cases in which a declaration 
for withdrawing life support 
could be considered. “The 
court recognises that no decla¬ 
ration to permit or sanction so 
extreme a step could possibly 
be granted where there is any 
real possibility of meaningful 
life continuing to exist.” 

Tony Bland’s father .Allan, 
of Keighley. West Yorkshire, 
welcomed the decision. He 
said: “We had had four years 
of it. We thought doing it i 
would save other"people going j 
through as much pain and | 
suffering a* we went through, i 
and perhaps it has.” ’ ; 



Labour puts 
child benefit 


under review 


Labour is refusing to say 
whether it will scrap child 
benefit for 16 to 18 -year-olds, 
despite statements last au¬ 
tumn that savings from abol¬ 
ishing toe allowance would be 
used to increase spending on 
education. Tony Blair’s office 
said that the party was con¬ 
ducting a review of post-16 
benefit as part of a much 
wider study which “would 
continue in government". 

It emerged last month that 
the party was reconsidering 
toe plan because of the elector¬ 
al risks of penalising Middle 
England voters. A working 
party concluded tout the 
money raised from hitting 
higher earners alone would 
have been too little to fund the 
plan for educational allow- 


Sinn Fein man * 


Winston Churchill yesterday: “It will be a big wrench" 6nt6tS CORtCSt 


Churchill accepts defeat 


WINSTON CHURCHl Li¬ 
the grandson of the wartime 
leader, has abandoned hope of 
finding a seat before toe 
election tiili Sherman writes). 

The millionaire Tory MPfor 
Dawhulme, in Manchester, 
lost his seat during boundaty 
changes and failed to win 
selection in five other constitu¬ 
encies. Although he does not 
rule out gening a seat during a 


by-election, he has made dear 
that he intends to return to a 
career in journalism. 

Mr Churchill said: "I have 
been head down in the scrum 
trying to find a seat but I have 
now given up. This has been 
my life for toe last 27 years and 
it wilt be a big wrench to break 
away from it. I suspect there 
may be life beyond the divi¬ 
sion bell ” 


Martin McGuinness. of Sirm- 
Fein. is to contest Mid-Ulster 
in the general election despite 
the dedsion by Roisin Mc- 
Aliskey to stand for the seat 
from prison, Gerry Adams, 
toe party's president, indicat¬ 
ed. He was responding to toe 
announcement by .Miss Mc- 
AJiskej , whose mother. Bern¬ 
adette . held toe seat from 1969 
to 1974. The SDLP wflt also 
contest the seaL 


Fewer false 


Hamilton and 
Smith go home 
to rally support 


i 

Sleaze 


alarm callouts 


By Russell Jenkins and Glen Owen 


TIM SMITH and Neil Hamil¬ 
ton returned to their constitu¬ 
encies yesterday and 
attempted to salvage their 
political careers by rallying 
party supporters and con¬ 
fronting critics. 

In Tatton. Cheshire, Mr 
Hamilton was preparing for 
the annual general meeting of 
his local Conservative Associ¬ 
ation. where some members 
have already declared that he 
should resign. Less than 200 
miles away in Beaconsfieid. 
Buckinghamshire, Mr Smith 
was bracing himseff for his 
local AGM where members 
were predicting he would 
come under heavy fire. 

Mr Hamilton, accompanied 
by his ever-smiling wife Chris¬ 
tine, was at a lunch meeting of 
the women’s association. He 
said: "They have been smoth¬ 
ering me with love, which is a 
veiy pleasurable experience. 
They are supportive. They 
know the truth. They have 
known me for 14 years. I am 
unsoiled if not unbkiodied and 
certainly unbowed.” 

Mr Hamilton may not find 
love and support flowing from 
every quarter. Robin Estridge. 
leader of the Conservative 
parly in Alderley Edge, has 
already stated his belief that 
Mr Hamilton should resign. 


But Peter McDowell, the MPs 
agent, said that a move to 
deselect him from the floor 
was not possible because 
members have ro give 28 days 
for items on the agenda. 

In Beaconsfieid. Mr Smith 
managed to retain a smile as 
he visited Iver Heath County 
First School, and a child 
unaware of the controversy 
asked: "Do you have any 
friends where you work?” 

Later, after meeting his 
constituency agent Philip 
Dunville. Mr Smith said: ”1 
am going to fight on. 1 am 
going to fight' the election 
campaign here, on national 
issues and local issues.” 

Deidrie Holloway, who 
chairs the constituency associ¬ 
ation. saidrihere is no ques¬ 
tion of his position being 
threatened. We have learned 
nothing new from these scur¬ 
rilous reports." 

But a lifelong Tory support¬ 
er. John Hefheringtun. 55. 
owner of The George Hotel in 
Beaconsfieid, said: “Is he ask¬ 
ing questions to line his own 
pockets or for the constituen¬ 
cy? I am disgusted that anyone 
would consider cash for ques¬ 
tions. It disillusions me 
incredibly.” 


Hamilton defence, page II 


Continued from page 1 - 
services. He was never paid in 
cash. 

The other three were all 
officers of toe Tory backbench 
trade and industry committee: 
Sir Michael Grylls. then toe 
chairman. Mr Hamilton, the 
vice-chairman, and Mr Smith, 
the secretary. 

Sir Michael, during his 
evidence, was asked whether 
it was true that Mr Greer 
would say to clients they 
should give him toe business 
because he had access to 
officers of the Tory trade and 
industry committee. He re¬ 
plied: “I should think every 
lobbyist does that I do not 
think there is anything 
esssentiaJly improper in that 
because of the whole point 
about politics is networking 
and learning things." 

Mr Greer is accused of 
being paid E5.000 cash on a 
quarterly basis which he col¬ 
lected in envelopes, according 
to a member of the Ai Fayed 
staff who is not named. Mr 
Greer has consistently denial 
the allegations. 

The papers seen by The 
Times also include a memo¬ 
randum from Sir Robin But¬ 
ler, the Cabinet Secretary, 
which details a face-to-face 
meeting with Mr Hamilton 
and Richard Ryder, the then 
chief whip. It said: “I pointed 
out that the Chief Whip and I 
had asked whether there was 
any other interest which had 
not been declared or anything 
else of which he was aware 
which could be of embarrass¬ 
ment to the Government and 
he said there was not.” 


The number of false alerts to 
police stations from burglar 
alarms has fallen by 12 per 
cent after toe derision by the 
Association of Chief Police 
Officers not to respond where 
alarms have registered seven 
false calls in a year. However, 
there were still more than a 
million wrong calls last year. 
An Aqpo spokesman said that 
fewer false calls meant a 
saving of police rime. 


Police guard 
councillors 


Glasgow City Chambers was 
guarded by 300 police officers 
yesterday as councillors met 
to make big cuts in the social 
services budget The huge 
police presence was in expec¬ 
tation of mass protests similar 
to those, which disrupted the 
city a week ago. Yesterday, 
however, the police comfort¬ 
ably outnumbered the dozen 
people who turned up to 
picket the-morning meeting. 


Gucci lover on 


cruelty charge 


Penny Armstrong. 27. a for¬ 
mer stable girl who is mother 
of two children by toe late 
fashion millionaire Paolo 
Gucci, has been charged with 
causing unnecessary suffer¬ 
ing to 13 Arab horses on his 
former estate at Rusper, West 
Sussex. Since Signor Gucci's 
death two years ago. Ms Arm¬ 
strong and his former wife, 
Jenny, have been fighting for 
control of the estate. 


Church leaders urge election forums 


Eh' Ruth Gledhill 

RELIGION CORRESPONDENT 


RELIGIOUS leaders in London have 
urged churches to debate unemployment 
homelessness and poverty in the run-up 
to the general election. 

A letter from Cardinal Basil Hume. 
Archbishop of Westminster, the Right 
Rev Richard Chartres, the Anglican 
Bishop of London, and other leaders 
advises churches to unite to organise 
constituency meetings at which the “im¬ 
portant issues can be discussed with 
parliamentary candidates in a mature 
and reasoned fashion”. 

They also urge everyone eligible to cast 
a vote: “It is right for us. as Christian 
leaders, to encourage full participation in 
the election. - 

No party political allegiance is stated. 


but the letter is in line with the teachings 
of Christian socialism, a movement 
thought to have strongly influenced the 
Labour leader Tony Blair. 

The duireh leaders urge Christians 
throughout London to debare the ethics of 
abortion legislation and genetic engineer¬ 
ing. Hospitals, the youth service, educa¬ 
tion and poverty should also be 
considered, they say. They call for a “fair 
taxation system, one which does not 
unduly burden enterprise and wealth 
creation yet contributes adequately to the 
common good”. 

They also call for justice for asylum- 
seekers, and suggest that parliamentary 
candidates be asked questions on racial 
integration and protection of the 
environment. 

The signatories, who include toe Rev 
Douglas McBain. of the Baptist Union, 


and Dr lo Smith, of the Black Christian 
Concerns Group, add: “We ask you to 
‘rad prayers for those involved in rhis 
election. The desire to serve the people of a 
constituency and counby in Parliament is 
a noble one. Yet an election is a time of 
and for toeir families." 
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Listerine 
put driver 


‘I’m still torn between two men. My life has been a nightmare’ 


oyer the 
drink limit 


the Crown Prosecution Ser¬ 
vice has won permission to 
challenge the decision of a 
magistrates’corat not to ban a 
driver found to be “over the 
limit" after consuming an 
excess of mouthwash. 

Robert Jowie. a member of 
Alcoholics Anonymous, was 
breathalysed by police after 
his Ford Fiesta swerVed on a 
bend of die A5127 at Sben- 
stone. Staffordshire, and 
crossed the road. Ai Uchfield 
Magistrates’ Court he admit¬ 
ted drink-driving, but said he 
had become addicted 10 
Listerine mouthwash, un¬ 
aware that it contained alcohol. 

Last November the magis¬ 
trates fined him £500, ordered 
him to pay £100 costs and 
endorsed his licence with nine 
penalty points. But they decid¬ 
ed not to impose an otherwise 
mandatory driving disqualifi¬ 
cation because of his igno¬ 
rance of the link between 
Listerine and alcohol. 

Yesterday, at the High 
Court, Lord Justice Simon 
Brown and Mr Justice Curtis 
said they had “no hesitation” 
in allowing the CPS to appeal 
against the decision on the 
ground that Mr Jowie could 
not have failed to realise that 
Listerine contained alcohol, 
“in view of his familiarity with 
its effects". 

Although Mr Jowie insisted 
he had not knowingly had any 
alcohol for more than a year, 
an analysis at Lichfield police 
statical registered 04 micro- 
grammes of alcohol in 100 
millilitres of breath — the legal 
limit is 35mcg. The magis¬ 
trates heard that He had 
become addicted to Listerine 
and had never associated the 


Sex triangle wife 
to marry lodger 
shot by husband 


Bv Kathryn Knight and Michael Horsnell 


A JEALOUS husband was 
facing jail last night as his wife 
said that she would marry the 
lodger he shot. Virginia Potter 
said she planned to many 
Keith Thomas, the lodger 
badly injured by her impotent 
husband Hans. 

Potter, 64. was told by Mr 
Justice Brown at the Old 
Bailey that he faced a custodi¬ 
al sentence after being found 
guilty of unlawful wounding 
and possessing a firearm with 
intent to endanger life. Potter, 
who was cleared of attempted 
murder, shot Mr Thomas, 52. 
after returning to the house 


finding him and Mrs 
Potter, 58, in a dishevelled 
state; with the curtains to the 
re bedroom drawn, 
ftrawr confronted them and 
en fired his 22 Winchester 
ifie through the bathroom 
r at the couple's home in 
ffolmbuiy St Mary, near 
porking m Surrey. MrTftom- 
was hit in the neck and 
y wounded. 

Mrs Potter, who now shares 
er home with Mr Thomas, 
id yesterday: “My world has 
lien apart. I'm still tom 
tween two men. My whole 
has been a nightmare 


“tilt" it gave him with alcohoL 
He did not fed out of control 
while driving. 

The mouthwash was found 
to contain 26.9 per cent alcohol 
by volume. There was no 
direct reference to the presence 
of alcohol an the battle. Mr 
Jowie. who sought further 
help from Alcoholics Anony¬ 
mous, has given up drinking 
listerine. 



Potter had asked couple to keep the affair discreet 


since this happened. Ive been 
portrayed as a wanton 
woman. Everyone knows my 
private life now." 

She said she did not blame 
her common-law husband, 
whom she calls Ned. for what 
had happened. “I dont hold 
any malice towards Ned. My 
main worry now is for Keith. 
The operation to remove the 
bullet is very dangerous and 
I’m scared l may lose him.” 
Mr Thomas said: “1 don't hate 
Ned for what he did. I just feel 
sony far him." 

In his summing-up, the 
judge said that Pbttcr. a com¬ 
modities trader, deserved 
sympathy for faring “an intol¬ 
erable situation in his awn 
home". Potter had been living 
with Virginia Potter for 12 
years and the couple had had 
a “stable and loving relation¬ 
ship". 

Financial problems during 
the 1980s forced the Potters to 
take in lodgers. One of the 
men who answered their ad¬ 
vertisement was Mr Thomas, 
an electrical engineer, who not 
only moved in but began an 
affair with his landlord's wife. 
Potter eventually agreed to 
tolerate the relationship. 

“Mr Potter was prepared to 
turn a blind eye to the affair, 
as Mrs Potter had certain 
needs in that department, that 
Potter could not fulfil." Simon 
Wild, for the prosecution, told 
the court Patter said: “I asked 
them to be discreet because it 
hurt so very much." 

On the evening of the shoot¬ 
ing in August last year, the 
three had dined together and 
consumed four battles of wine 
before Potter set off to his dub 
in the village. On his return 
he said that he frit he had been 


Flowers and tears 
at Billie-Jo service 


By Emma Welkins 


SCHOOLFRIENDS of Bfflie- 
JoJenkins wept yesterday at a 
manorial service held just 
hours after ter foster father 
was further remanded in cus¬ 
tody charged with her 
minder. 

The ezntribnaJ service in a 
sports hall at Hdenswood 
comprehensive school. Has¬ 
tings. was attended by 550 
girls who brought hundreds of 
bundles of spring flowers. 
The popular LT>y ear-old, who 
was her year’s representative 
to the- school council was 
bludgeoned to death with a 
metal tent spike in the garden 
of her home in Hastings five 
weeks ago. ... 

Sion Jenkins. 39, who was 
charged with her murder last 
week, appeared before magis¬ 
trates to be remanded in 
custody for a month. Mr 
Jenkins, who is also charged 
with obtaining his teaching 
post by falsifying his academic 
qualifications, has been sus¬ 
pended as deputy headmaster 
of the town’s William Parker 
Comprehensive School for 
Boys pending the criminal 
proceedings. 

The Rev Roger Gray, the 
Jenkins's family Baptist min¬ 
ister, attended the remand 
hearing four hours before 
addressing, the memorial 



Billie-Jo: foster father 
accused of her murder 


sevice. He asked the sobbing 
pupils to pray with him: “Take 
from us those things that we 
need to forget about the man¬ 
ner of Babe-Jo's death, and 
enrich the good things that we 
will be able to look back on in 
the months and years ahead." 

After listening to songs per¬ 
formed by some of Biliie-Jo’s 
friends, Mr Gray said: “You 
have reflected a genuine and 
lovely appreciation of a lovely 
young lady. Nothing can take 
away from what she has 
contributed to our lives." 

Among the flowers, one 
message read: “You were the 
life and soul of the party." 
Another said: “To BQlie-Jo — 1 
hope you can find my grandfa¬ 
ther. He will look after you." 


Sun is springboard 


for early arrivals 


By Michael Hornsby 


SPRING has arrived early 
this year for migrating birds 
and butterflies. Sand martins, 
chiffchaffs, redstarts, stone 
curlews and even swallows 
began returning bom winter 
quarters in Africa and the 
Mediterranean early in 
March, up to a fortnight 
earlier than usual. 

“There has been mfld wea¬ 
ther all along the migration 
routes." Chris Mead, of the 
British Trust for Ornithology, 
said. “It has been a particular¬ 
ly good year for early chiff- 
chaffs. Some were around in 
February. It is a big bonus for 
them if they can get back early 
■because they can bag the best 
.breeding territories." 

: Butterflies have emerged 
sooner than usual from hiber¬ 
nation. according to Patrick 
j Roper, of Butterfly Conserva- 
■tiofi- “The warm weather has 
(drawn diem out. Small tor¬ 
toiseshells, peacocks and 
ihrimstones are already 
abundant" 

Jim Keesing, senior scientif¬ 
ic officer at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, said: "It has 
! been a fairly standard spring, 
j with good shows of magnolia. 
! flowering cherries, fbrsythia, 

! daffodils and crocuses. If the 
j weather stays warm, we 
j should see bluebells before 


the end of April." However. 
Richard Blackburn, of Un- 
garden. a daffodil-growing 
co-operative in Spalding, Lin¬ 
colnshire. said: “It has been a 
funny year for daffodils. We 
began harvesting just in tune 
for Mothering Sunday on 
March 9, but in other years 
we have started in February." 

Exactly when spring starts 
is a moot point “If Winter 
comes, can Spring be Ear 
behind?," wrote Shelley. But 
just how far behind? 

According to the Met¬ 
eorological Office, spring al¬ 
ways arrives on March 1 and 
finishes on May 31. whatever 
the weather and Mother Na¬ 
ture might say. This is little 
more than a statistical conve¬ 
nience, enabling the year to be 
divided neatly into four sea¬ 
sons of three months eacb- 

The British Astronomical 
Association fixes the start of 
spring in the northern hemi¬ 
sphere at the vernal equinox, 
which this year was at 
1355 GMT on Thursday. It 
will last until the summer 
solstice, which occurs at 
0820 GMT on June 21. Con¬ 
fusingly. June 21 is popularly 
regarded as midsummer day. 
Summer will run until the 
autumn equinox at 2356 GMT 
on September 22 . 


Crime novels make killing at auction 


By Daly a Alberge ' 
arts correspondent 


FIRST editions of novels are 
fetching huge prices within a 
year or two of publication. 
Sales for modern novelists are 
particularly buoyant, with 
dealers reporting that people 
are buying books for invest-, 
ment rather than to read. 

The demand for crime fic¬ 
tion is insatiable. A private 
collector paid £1323 on Thurs¬ 
day for a first edition of Dick 
Frauds* first thriller Dead 
Cert, which was published in 
1962 at 15 shillings (75p). The 
£300 estimate at Bloomsbury 
Book Auctions In London re¬ 
flected that its dustjacket was 
showing its age; pristine 
copies sell for as much as 

£3.000. _ ^ 

Jane Adams's The Green- 
wry and Priscilla Masters’S 

Winding I 

each published in 1995, sold 
for up to £90 and E150 respec¬ 
tive^ Minette Waite rs’sT&e 
{cehouse. published in 1992 at 
£12.99, is selling for as much 
as £700. A rare, hardback of 
Irvine Walsh’s 1994, Tram- 
spotting, which inspired the 



Early Dick Francis books are winners in salerooms 


film, can entire coUeaors into 
parting with up to E 1 , 000 . 

Christiaan Jankers. an lYx- 
ford specialist in rare books, 
said: “We are seeing a n?mi- 
boom in ultra-modern first 
editions." People frequently 
asked him whether a purchase 
was a good investment: I 
advise collectors not to buy 


purely for investment, but to 
enjoy the book." 

Authors whose work is 
knuwn from television, such 
as Colin Dexter of Inspector 
Morse fame, are all the more 
collectible. As mtwr contempo¬ 
rary authors have signing 
sessions to promote their 
books, autographed copies 


make little difference to the 
value. 

Stephen Dick, manager of 
Nigel Williams Rare Books in 
central London, said he had 
sold a copy of Trainspotting 
for £ 1 . 000 . It was one of 100 
hardback versions produced 
for libraries after the original 
3.000 paperbacks, which re¬ 
sell for about £195. A copy of 
Nick Hornby’s 1994 Fever 
Pitch had sold for E300. 

A copy of Salman Rushdie’S 
Midnight's Children sold at 
Bloomsbury Book Auctions on 
Thursday for £150. Rupert 
Powell, a director of Blooms¬ 
bury. said thar collectors were 
seeking “the high points of 
20th-century literature and 
will pay extraordinary prices 

to get them**. 

First editions of Francis’s 
Dead Cert make rare appear¬ 
ances on the market — per¬ 
haps once a vear. Competition 
for Dead Cert was fierce. 
Francis, the jockey turned 
crime writer who has written a 
thriller a year since Dead 
Cert, said yesterday: “If only I 
had kepi 20 then, when they 
were first out. I had to buy one 
at over $2,000." 



Keith Thomas and Virginia Potter: their affair started after the Potters took in lodgers 


badly let dawn. He accused 
Mr Thomas of having sex 
“and he admitted it". 

Mr Thomas denied he had 
had sexual intercourse with 
Mrs Poller because he was too 
drunk, but Potter warned him 
that he was going to shoot him 
and went upstairs to his 
bedroom to fetch his rifle, the 
court was told. From the 
stairs, he fired a bullet 
through the bathroom door, 
hitting Mr Thomas in the back 
of the neck. 

The bullet fragmented and 
lodged beside his spine. Sur¬ 
geons decided it was too 
dangerous to operate, but Mr 
Thomas, who suffers head¬ 
ache and dizziness, is hoping 


to have it removed. Potter, 
who said he was unsteady on 
his feet because of diabetes, 
said the gun went off acciden¬ 
tally when he tripped coining 
down the stairs. He said he 
had “absolutely no idea" that 
his lodger was in the 
bathroom. 

The court was told that a 
year earlier Potter fired sev¬ 
eral shots into the bedroom 
wail as a warning after find¬ 
ing the couple in bed. The 
incident was never reported to 
police, and Potter claimed in 
court that he had no intention 
of harming Mr Thomas on 
this occasion. 

Giving evidence, he said he 
was prepared to tolerate his 


domestic situation out of con¬ 
cern for his wife. “1 am a 
realist about life. 1 suppose I 
did not want to make my wife 
into a frustrated old lady." he 
said. 

Potter, who has been living 
at his son’s home in Wimble¬ 
don. southwest London, since 
he was released an bail, will be 
sentenced on April 18. Yester¬ 
day Mrs Potter said: “Ned 
knows 1 am with Keith now 
and he doesn't like it" 

potter still visits his mother, 
who lives next door, and went 
on holiday to France with Mrs 
POtter in the run-up to the 
trial. Potter, who was released 
on bafl, declined to comment 
outside court 


Well-fed 
dogs save 
day for 


parrots 


By Adrian Lee 


A GANG of parrot thieves 
were caught after guard dogs 
spumed their offer of tinned 
dog food. As the five men 
bundled the parrots into nylon 
bags, the owner of the Blean 
Bird Park, near Canterbury. 
Kent was alerted by- rhe two 
dogs. 

The men, from Liverpool, 
who were caught as they tried 
to drive away, were all jailed 
for between one and two years 
by Maidstone Crown Cburt 
yesterday. Joseph Thompson, 
34, and Leslie Parry,' 52. both 
unemployed, of Croxteth: 
Nigel Ppyner. 31, a dog food 
exporter, of Sefton; and 
Raymond Bennett, 30, unem¬ 
ployed, or Croxteth, had all 
denied theft. Paul Carmichael, 
33, a taxi driver, of Fazakerley, 
admitted theft 

Cairns Nelson, for the pros¬ 
ecution, said that the men had 
arrived at the park by. car and 
had cut their way through 
fences. They had used bolr- 
aj tiers to break padlocks to 
enclosures holding 400 birds, 
worth up tp £1,000 each. 

"They were in rhe process of 
putting the birds in the Imp 
when they were disturbed.” 
Mr Nelson told the court that 
the dog food they brought with 
them failed to paaiy the 
tethered rottweilers. 

Jailing the men. Judge 
David Croft. QC, said: “I am 
quite unable to distinguish 
one from foe other because 
you all persist in lying about 
the matter to the bitter end. 
But it is quite dear it was a 
planned job. There must have 
been a reconnaissance and 
you came folly equipped. 

“The profits were going to 
be very large indeed and well 
into five • figures, perhaps 
more. I cannot say which of 
you are organisers and which 
are not But you were all oper¬ 
ating as a team. There must be 
sentences of some substance." 

Thompson. Parry and Ben¬ 
nett were jailed for two years, 
Ppyner for 21 months and 
Carmichad for a year. 



If you’d See to know more about our unique whiskey, write to us tor a free booklet at the Jack Dared DisSery, Lynchburg, Tennessee 37352 USA. 


AT JACK DANIEL DISTILLERY we’re a hard-working bunch 
who believe in doing a job right. 

Two of our rickers are coming to grips with a big stump 
of hard maple. Soon, they’ll scrip it and bum it to the 
charcoal we use for smoothing our whiskey. And 
nothing does more for Jack Daniel’s than this unique 
charcoal mellowing process does. If you think most 
distillers don’t go to this trouble, well, you’re right. 

None do. But after a sip of Jack Daniels, we believe, 
you’ll recognize the rewards of hard work. 


JACK DANIEL’S TENNESSEE WHISKEY 
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EVERY WEEK OVER A 

THOUSAND NHS OPERATIONS 

CANCELLED; 


Last year, 52,331 NHS operations were cancelled. And it wasn’t because the patients suddenly got better. Government underfunding has meant . • r . _ 

that one in six hospital beds have been lost since 1990. There are 50,000 fewer nurses than in 1990. No wonder so many people have been waiting over a year and a half for treatment. . * * 

Government cuts are destroying the National Health Service. As you queue up to vdte on polling day, spare a thought for the 72 year-tjld 

lady who needed an urgent cancer operation. She waited ten weeks. j ^INl J>ON 




lady who needed an urgent cancer operation. She waited ten weeks. 
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Injunction over Beatles a action 


McCartney U 
legal step to b 
Penny Lane i 

By John Shaw and Adrian Lee j 

SIR Paul McCartney obtained the lyrics of With A Little Help EHOJ 
an emergency injunction at from My Friends at Sotheby's, ban 
thp uiah uMtprHnv in The former Beatle took the thro 


- —i --- 

the High Court yesterday to 
stop the lyrics -to the Beatles 
song Penny Lane being sold at 
auction. 

The first handwritten draft 


The former Beatle tot* the 
view that the lyrics were his 
work and that no one else 
should benefit financially. 

The owner of the Penny 


me nrst nanawnnen aran uk uwiici ui 
of the song, a No 1 single in .Lane lyrics, which were scnb- 
1966, would have been one of bled in blue ink on both sides 


the top lots. in a sale at 
Bonhams of Beatles items. 
Bidding wifi take place in 
Japan and London today and 
the song lyrics - had been 
expected to fetch up to £50,000. 

Sir Paul obtained another 
injunction last year against 
Lily Evans, the. widow of the 
group's road manager Mai 
Evans, after she tried to sell 


Sir Wail' cannot recatt 

of VnG 


of a piece of yellow paper, is 
unknown. The first side con¬ 
tains 16 lines of die song and 
the reverse shows 11 lines of 
the concluding verse and chor¬ 
us. Bonhams said it would not 
be contesting die injunction. 

Pop sales have led to prob¬ 
lems for auction houses as 
specialists try to verify the 
authenticity of memorabilia 
from owners cashing in on 
nostalgia for the Sixties. 

Alex Crum Ewing, one of 
the specialists in charge of the 
sale, said yesterday that he 
assumed that the reason that 
Sir Paul had sought an injunc¬ 
tion was “because he believes 
he is still the person who owns 
the lyrics and he never gave 
them away. That is a reason¬ 
able claim to make." 

There was no question of the 
lyrics being a fake, Mr Crum 
Ewing said. They wifi remain 
in the firm's safe until the 
matter is resolved. Bonhams 
was “just the piggy in the 

middle". . . 

Today’s auction will be in 
Japan but bids, for about 300 
lots, wifi be relayed from Lon¬ 
don where proceedings wifi be 

shown on a large screen. Yes¬ 
terday. people were already 

queueing on the pavement in 
Tokyo, hoping to get seats. 

Various amendments, some 
purely technical, have been 

made to a total of 33 items. An 

autograph by John Lennon 
has been withdrawn together 
with two guitars signed by 
George Harrison. Another in¬ 
strument, described in the 
catalogue as “Paul McCait- 
OCT'S custom Hofher 500/1 
virfin . bass-guitar” has been 

die subject of another amend- 

ment.lt had been expe^dm 

make between E100,0UU 


kes 

ock 

;ale 


MX) and was said to have 
[ owned by Sir Paul 
Li ghaut much of ihe 
s' career**. Bui Sir Paul's 
tentative has told the 
om that the singer "has 
nilection of ever having 
jresented with the guitar 
•scribe or of ever playing 
here was no comment 
Sir Paul yesterday, 
ny Lane is a real street in 
Beatles’ hometown of 
xjoI. and the barber’s 
nentioned in the song is 
sold in the auction for 
,i00. It goes under the 
i ier with vacant posses- 
jpon completion of the 
l ut an amendment points 
tiat The tenancy of two 
ibove the premises has 
i 'ranted for three monrhs 
•x pi res on May 9. En- 
ic: in London is by cata- 
ic only. 
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Spector wins fight 
over pop classic 
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, firsthandwritten draftof Penny Lane - No 1 in 1966 - was valued at £50.^ 


By Joanna Bale 

PHIL SPECTOR. the multi¬ 
millionaire American record 
producer, won a High Court 
action yesterday over die 

rights to his debut rut. To 

Know Him is to Love Him. 

Mr Spector, who was not in 
court, wifi receive hundreds of 
thousands of pounds in royal¬ 
ties after winning back his 
copyright interest in the sin¬ 
gle, which has sold more than 
a million copies. An inquiry 
into the amount due will be 
held. The song, written when 
he was IS. launched his career 
and is now a karaoke favour¬ 
ite 39 years on. . 

Mr Justice Ferns ruled in 
favour of the reclusive 56-year- 
old‘s claims against Bourne 
Music, a British company. 
Mr Spector. who lives in 
California, had argued that a 
23-year copyright assignment 
under American law. in which 
rights were transferred to the 
publishers Warm an Music 
and a licence granted to 
Bourne, expired in 19S6. 
Bourne, which refused to ac¬ 
cept that it no longer had 
rights, had not paid any 
royalties since the start of 1987. 

The judge ruled that, when 
the 23-year term expired, the 
copyright “reverted to Mr 



Spector he can expect 
substantial royalties 

Spector in the same way that 
one speaks of land reverting to 
a freeholder on the expiranon 
of a lease. No actual transfer 
... is required.” 

During an earlier heanng. 
the judge, who did not recall 
the song, was offered a record¬ 
ing of it The song was first 
recorded by the Teddy Bears, 
though Mr Spector played 
almost every instrument, and 
reached the top of the Ameri¬ 
can charts in 1958. It went to 
No 2 in Britain the next year. 

A member of Mr Specter's 
legal team said: "There was an 
important principle at stake 
and I am sure Mr Spector will 
be very pleased." 


teele seeks 
nore than 
sixpence 

By Eve-Ann Prentice 

iMMY STEELE, the song 
i dance man who endeared 
nself to millions in the film 
tlfA Sixpence, is selling his 
msion in scaithwest London 
■ between E5 million and 
) milli on..' 

Montrose House, at Peter- 
am. near Richmond upon 
tames, has bain his family 

,me for nearly 30 years-The 

illianaire, now 61 . who grew 
j in a terraced house in 
irmondsey, south I/rndon. u 
okirig for somewhere small- 
foT himself and his wife, 
nne. Their only child, 
nrn is 27. 

Ian Stewart, of Savffls. the 

state agent handling the sale, I 
lid yesterday: “This is me 

nest house to come on the 
market in the area for many, 
ears." Montrose House was 
iufit in the late 17th century 
or Sir Thomas Jenner, a 
toman Catholic political law- 
-er. It is named after Caroline 
rtaria. Dowager Dudiess of 
vtontrose, who bought the 
nansion in the 1830s. 

The house, with swimming 
too! and squash court to keep 
the fitness fanatic in Steele 
happy, has six main bed¬ 
rooms. a cottage annexe with 
two more bedrooms and a 
staff flat It stands behind 
wrought-irem gates m two and 

a half acres of grounds. 


Teenage 

burglars 

took£lm 

by Paul Wilkinson 

A TEENAGE burglary gang 
were all in youth custody last 
night after a two-year crune 
wave that involved property 
worth £1 million. j 

The last member to oe 
locked up. a 16 -year-old toy. 

was sent to a young offenders 

institution for 21 months after 
admitting four 

Oldham, near Manchester, 
and asking for 200 more to be l 

taken into consideration. 

He showed no emotion as j 
he was sentenced. The rest of 
the gang are already in custo- 1 
dy. Superintendent Graham 

Fox, head of Chadderton 1 

police in Oldham, said: Pns- 

hn seems to hold no frars’tor 
this young man. It is where all 
his friends are and he will be 
quite looking forward to see¬ 
ing them again." 

The seven youths who were I 

responsible for a total of abour 

1000 raids became known as 
the Ham burglars J*ca us ®j 

within minutes, they had sold | 
their hauls cheaply for cash to 
buy hamburgers, clothes and 
trainers. Property worth up to 
El 000 was often sold lor as 
little as E20. Much of it has 

; "To^E^forlhc youth 

I ssgStJ3S-Sif£ 

I diminutive schoolboy almost 
beggars comprehension. 
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nothing but gums 
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SIEMENS 


The Siemens S6. 
ft could even a 


help you 
get home 

earlier. 




jj^jj 


111 


12 MILE 
TAILBACK M6 


1 


The Siemens S6 is the first mobile phone in the world in have full GSM Phase 2 . 
capabilities. Which means it's ready now for the sendees ; 

offer in the future. Better sound, better size, better phones. 

Better ring 0345 400 700 now. for details of your nearest stockist _ { 
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Make a date 
with the 
new-look Style 
magazine.. - 
PLUS 10 pages 
of fitness, health 
and beauty 

Style magazine, 
with The Sunday 
Times tomorrow 


THE SL'NDAY TIMES 
IS 

THE SUNDAY PAPERS 


Call for Holocaust victims 
to share £39m of Nazi gold 
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Bv Richard Ford 

HOME CORRESPONDENT 

VICTIMS of the Holocaust 
should receive gold valued at 
£39 million as a final payment 
for Jewish treasures looted by 
the Nazis and recovered after 
die Second World War, a 
report said yesterday. The five 
and a half tonnes of gold had 
been earmarked for ten coun¬ 
tries whose treasuries were 
plundered by foe Nazis. 

The Holocaust Education 
Trust said the gold should go 
to the victims, their families or 
groups caring for them. The 
trust's report said that the 
haul of gold consisted of jewel¬ 
lery, religious artefacts and 
gold teeth taken from indivi¬ 
dual Jews and melted down. 

The Tripartite Gold Com¬ 
mission set up at the end of foe 
Second World War by Britain. 
France and the United States 
had the task of dividing the 
loot Gold from the treasuries 
of defeated countries was due 
to be paid back, but personal 
possessions were meant to go 
towards helping refugees. 

The trust said that many of 
the personal belongings had 
been melted down into gold 
bars and went instead to 



- Malcolm Rifkmd and Greville Janner. talks this month 


governments such as Albania 
and Poland. Greville Janner. 
chairman of the trust and 
retiring Labour MP for Lei¬ 
cester West said: “People who 
lost most from Nazi brutality 
were dented a proportion of 
the restitution owed to them. 

“This gold belongs to foe 
victims of Nazism and should 
be handed over directly or 
indirectly to the sufferers from 
Nazism or to their heirs or to 
the organisations that care for 
them. Not one gold bar has 
been distributed to any indi¬ 
vidual or the family of any 
individual who suffered." The 
report said it was not necessar¬ 


ily an intention by govern¬ 
ments to deprive refugees but 
in the chaos at the end of the 
war, errors were made. The 
report admits, however, that 
foe origin of individual gold 
bars could now never be 
proved. It added that even if 
all foe remaining gold was re¬ 
turned to victims, it would 
have been less than the am¬ 
ount seized from individuals. 

Last month, after pressure 
from campaigners, Britain 
and America, which are stor¬ 
ing the gold, agreed to freeze 
distribution of what was left. 
Malcolm Rifkind, foe Rnrdgn 
Secretary, told Mr Janner 


earlier this month dzat it was 
impossible to ascertain what 
went into the commission's 
gddpooL He was sympathetic 
to foe idea that individuals 
should benefit and promised 
that no decisions would be 
made until research was 
complete. 

The trust believes the gold 
should be split between the' 
World Jewish Restitutions!. 
Organisation and a non-Jew- 
ish organisation that would 
help other Nan victims. Mr 
Janner said if the three Allied 
countries agreed to hand the 
gold to victims, the ten recipi¬ 
ent countries — Albania, Aus¬ 
tria, Belgium, Czechoslovakia. 
Greece, The Netherlands, Ita¬ 
ly. Luxembourg, Poland and 
Yugoslavia — would follow. 

The trust’s demands were 
echoed by the Board of Depu¬ 
ties of British Jews, which said 
it was unfair for governments 
to benefit from Jewish losses. 
Neville Nagler, the board's 
director-general, wants . an 
inquiry into the source of the 
gold. “Money could be made 
available to Holocaust victims 
particularly in eastern Eur¬ 
ope, where organisations are 
frying to develop communities 
for Jews," he said. 
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Gold bullion in 


10 GOOD REASONS TO 
DO UP YOUR PAINTWORK 




WEATHERCC- 

MASONRY PAi rr 



HOMEBASE 

Weathercoat 
Masonry Paint 
Smooth or 
Textured 
Brilliant White 
5 litres 
Was£*W 
Save £2 




HOMEBASE 

Kitchen & 
Bathroom 
Emulsion 
Brilliant White 
2-5 litres 
Was £&97 
Save £3 



HOMEBASE 

Brilliant White 
Emulsion 
Matt Silk or 
Soft Sheen 
5 litres 
WasJSfi^T 
Save £1 


V A 

imbb 

* ■ . A'.JMOOMHfr 


DULUX 

Coloured 
Emulsion 
Matt Silk 
or Soft Sheen 
Choice of colours 
2-5 litres WasXlW 
Save £2 


MAXICOVER 

Brilliant 
White 
Emulsion 
Matt or Silk 
5 litres 
WasSW 
Save £1 -50 





v. ADyANCf 


CROWN 

Pure Brilliant White 
Emulsion 
Matt or Silk 
5 litres 
Was£VW 
Save £2-50 


CROWN 

Advance Emulsion 
Choice of colours 
2-5 litres 
Was£Wr97 Save £3 


CRC 


HOMEBASE 

V Emulsion Roller Kit Was J23-29*Save 50p 







HOMEBASE 

Evencoat Flexible 
Ceiling Paint 
Brilliant White 
Matter Silk 
2-5 litres 
5 Was £9-49-Save £1 










HOMEBASE 

Garden 
Timbercare 
Choice of colours 
9 litres 
WasiMy Save £2 
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SAINSBURY’S HOUSE & GARDEN CENTRES 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 8AM -8PM • FRIDAY BAM -9PM • SATURDAY 8AM -8PM • SUNDAY JOAM -4PM*. 

Offers valid while slocks !■»*. All sizes ire approximate and not to scale. Merchandise subjeet to availability. Products and offers may vary in Northern Ireland «nd.Eire. ’Stores in Scotland open Sunday fam-Apm. 
^ f r Opening times may vary. Please c^0i46 BQ1 800 during office hours for details of your Rarest store. 
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Tesco sets great 
store on 



By Nicholas Watt, chief ireiand correspon dent ' 


IN THE year, foal the Irish 
Republic celebrates foe 75th 
anniversary of its indepen¬ 
dence from Britain, the nation* 
is under economic invasion 
from across the Irish Sea- 

British 
and leading 
are storming in to transform - 
town and atycentres. Toco - 
snapped up 70 stores frt maflifc 
Republic’s Qumnsworth and 
Crazy Prices chain yesterday 
in the latest, example of foe 
changes which threaten to 
fad anti-English sentiment..• 

The centres' ofDublin and 
Cork, foe republic's two larg- . 
est dries, nave , touted to 
resemble Britisn -cities. 
Grafton Street. one of foe 
smartest place to shop in ftie 
heart of Dublin, boasts a large 
branch of Marks & Spencer 
dose to Laura Ashley, Ware* 
house and HMV.- 

The British march down 
Irish high streets has raised:.. 
alarm bells in political ciniesu 
with fears over the survival of 
local chains. ^ Mary Harney,- ^ 
.foe leader of rite opposition .. 
Progressive Democrats, said:' " 
“We are now-witnessing a 
British invasion of foe retail 
market Walk through Patrick 
Street in Cork and you-think 
you are m England. Walk 
through foe new Jervis shop¬ 




ping centre in Dublin and ytm ~. 
know you arp tn England.”—? 

Ms Hartity insisted foa* 
due - was not -trfgeOSrtggSsr 
aanpetioo, but feared thatt 
new cfaams would 
use supphers j^ Britam." 

home;v^^ai^bat.< 
faw&toensure foatoflei 


ThcTiish economy is 
tngatTpfcr cent a year. British 
retefletfe 
cheaper 
thaii Irish', 

hafte to : ^«rwfe In a - more 

compcfitr^toiaricet''-'-.- -T; i- 

Traditumaksfs In XftthUu 
were appalled wfem M&S, 
jvhich had traded fionr aduli 
modem block. oru GrafakT 
Street,recently took over foe- 
creek trig but; charming 
premises of. Brown Thomas, 
Ireland’s ^answer: to _Harvey 
Niehofcu .'for a 140 million 
renov^ipa tbat retained only 
foe 19th-century shopfront 
. Brown Thomas now has a 
modern shop across foe road. 
Within “a "short, walk of 
Grafton Street: foe Jervis 
centre has foe republic's first 
branches of Deberihains and 
Boots, v.. 
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YOU PROFIT from OUR PRINCIPLES 


UP TO 




GROSS P. A.(Variable) 



FROM THE FIRST INSTANT 
POSTAL ACCOUNT .. 





£2,000 or more to invest?-Then combine high* 
of interest with instant access to your money a 
- all the convenience, of a postal account.- •; 


UG H RA TES OF 
INTEREST 
SS3 

ADD TO YOUR SAVINGS AT 
ANYTIME . 


t^convenienc 

OF A POSTAL ACCOi 


- INTEREST PAiDL' - --, 
annually OR MONTHLY 

FOR AN INFORMATION PACK 

call now on f ' 



FP32- 1L 


COVENTRY 

B If -t-4 fl 1 11 C C n r , , _ 


BUMIMK6 STTTT? 

C ° VWtr * Building Sodety, PO Box 9, Hi* Sir 
CVI 5QN 


YOU CAN corN r OX THE COVEN i ;<> 
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ON PENTIUM PCs 




THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 

PENTIUM PCs 

NOW FROM ONLY 


£89 


COMPAQ II300I 


16MbRAU. 12Gb had**. 
E*sy tacts. buBom. S« speed 
iraAmedva. 33J6Kbps modem. 
VteEIJM 

MODEL Canpaq *' l& 

hubby uurm stocks. 


PACKARD BELL 

133MHz Pentium Processor. 

16Mb RAM. 1.2Gb hard disk. 

Six speed multimedia. 

Over £1000 worth of 
software* induding 
Windows 95 and Works 95. 

Was £*599. £1299. 

MODEL: Packard Bel 9004 Multimedia. 






PACKARD BELL ' sAV - 



IXOMb: PmaGom Processor 

16Mb RAM. 2Gb hard Ask. 

Ogbl speed miimneda. 

28.8 Kbps dau/fcn modem 
Seavrty devices. 

Was £1499. 

MOO£L ivna MWCi PtSJ IkJWWit. 


£1399 


HBS 



:<c^ 



‘ ASTER SA V IN cH BUY NOW PAY 9 MONTHS 

paou^^Sp^^RINTE^^MCES 


SAVE VS £130 





166MHz Pentium Processor 
with MMT Technology. 

16Mb RAM. 2Gb hard disk. 

2Mb PG graphics. Bght speed 
multimedia. 16 bit stereo 
soundcard and speakers. 

15' SVGA monitor. Over €1000 
worth of software*. 

Was £1799. 

MODEL Packard Bel 9018XD- 





uaMHz Pentfcm PTOCCSHK. 

16Mb RAM. 2Gb had Bgfo 
speed minmeda. 283Kbps 
(Jaa/te modem. Meda sdea 

pmi Ow C1B0D •orth of 
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SAVE 
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GalMrUfrtra** ^ 

600 * 300 D" resduoon (MakJ- 
300 « 300 DPI resokaion (conn). 

S to 3 paga pe* nwiw. 

reader* bamap hws. 

Was £134. 
uooa-JPITOc 


;>'• ,s- 



i. 


FLATBED 


730 * 720 DPI radtdon (tfco » 

0*mV UP w 
(bbd). PC and U* 

Was £399- BWW UMIB BOOB. 
Moca. 5n*» pw 






A ceR 

_ »_1 


HALF 
PRICE 
MEMORY 


e149 


fflr4U>«dM>5Mfe 
j*U*bhjSI’*i.pw»«* 
biEdD4S>»pemim 
M'UcblA&lWUfe 
— DsaraEVi 


- 


20MHz Pentium Processor. 

Mb RAM- 850Mb hard disk. ■ 

jght speed CD-ROM. . ® 

Mb PCI graphics. 14" SVGA monitor. 

I/as £ 99 ? £ 899 . 

IURRY LIMITED STOCKS. 

IODEL: Acer Acros PI 20 Multimedia. 
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SIMULATOR 
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COMPUTER SUPERSTO 


We won't be beaten 

We promise ihai if you find the same ofler 
avaiabte at a kww pnra n any^ber local 

S sow 7 <*** 

wdl refund the drftoena: - 
prowing you produi* yoU'^'P 1 and 
delate a where you saw the oiler. 
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ainp dies at 85 
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Leading from the front: the Rev wnbert Awdry at the Dean Forest Railway, where he was president 
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Tfflcmr BEHDOC CAWS11 
800 sniOb toatt 'i (jnjjjme 

sfe. swEt90t269« 

WDESfT muo 

I200»n'i Unasked Bin 

SAVEtflO t289si 

WHRLPOOL wfiaQ an-iooo^on 

. SMd00t299j} 

mm not Mima uratt 
TRICITY BWDlXcw/rOiO 
1000 «niOb«asn bad DUE* 

ilo^wSl) 

wnanrennawatt 
HOTPOWT mew woo am 
im aatfi taHO g oy a nw s 
Aqrab3rad>«i&sn.<C5Df999 

££?“** ^50^49* 

MKMIWilORmUtfBtt 

HOTPOWT vAt>?' 
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WHIRLPOOL wact 
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RirmMrflnmwLjratt 


MDESrr WDG119SAG 
lun-anubsaaitaai 
5*nlry tain® 08999 Qfl WJ 
prawusiyCiW,® .SAIEHU UflMS 
TRJC1TY B&ffltX cwidk) 
'OOOspnrTObwsnioad RHEA 
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DISHWASHERS 
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By Lin Jenkins 

THE Rev W. Awdry had his 
own explanation for the rea¬ 
son why many Anglican cler¬ 
gymen were so fascinated by 
steam trains. He said: "Both 
parties are still the best means 
of getting people to their 
dstuiatioiL” 

Mr Awdiy died yesterday, 
aged 85. His oeatkm. Thom¬ 
as the Tank Engine, has yet to 
reach a final destination. The 
plucky little engine known to 
generations of children 
around the world will contin¬ 
ue to have adventures written 
by Mr Awdiy's son. Christo¬ 
pher, for whom the first 
stories were created. 

The characters and simple; 
yet compelling, storylines 
have thrilled parents and 
children in equal measure for 
more- Hran half a century, 
rooted in the clergym an 's 
strong moral sense. In an age 
dominated by more sophisti¬ 
cated tales, the spinoHs have 
included animated film ver¬ 
sions. videos narrated by 
Ringo Starr, plus plastic 
.books to read in the bath and 
others which illustrate a point 
with a sound effect. 

Wilbert Awdry. a widower, 
died at his home in Stroud. 
Gloucest e rshire, where he 
had been bed-ridden with 
osteoporosis for some time. 
He began the series of stories 
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Thomas the Tank Engine: runaway success for 50 years 
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in 1943 and wrote the first 25 
before Christopher, cine of his 
three children, took over. 

Britt Alicroft. deputy chair- 
man and co-founder of the 
company which licenses 
Thomas products worldwide, 
first produced an animated 
version after meeting the au¬ 
thor during a television pro¬ 
gramme on. the Bluebell 
Railway. Yesterday she said: 
“I first met Wilbert on a wet 
train platform nearly 20 years 
ago. That meeting changed 
my life and I took Wllberfs 
creation on a world tour. 

Thomas the Tank Engine 
was a wonderful inspiration 
and we know it bought happi¬ 
ness and joy to millions of 
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diOdreh: across the ' globe. 
Everyone at our co mpany 
extends their deepest sympa¬ 
thy to Wilberfs family." 

-D iana .Awdiy, Christopher 
Awdiy's wife, said that her 
father-in-law bad neve r been 
able to comprehend the extent 
of Thomas the Tank Engine's 
appeal “He never really un¬ 
derstood it but he was cer¬ 
tainly very pleased with the 
success. Well all remember 
him with a great deal- of 
affcctibn. He was a voy 
Christian character and a vary 
loving lather-in-law.” 

The book series would be 
continued by her husband, 
she promised. As a boy, 
Christopher.insisted.on accu¬ 
rate rep e titi on of the bedtime 
stories told to him by his 
father night after night, so 
his father wrote them down, 
accompanied with scribbled 
faces on the engine 
smokeboxes. 

When die dergyman'5 wife 
riotitxd the stories scribbled 
on the backs of circulars, she 
had them sent to a literary 


Mr Awdry remained fierce¬ 
ly protective of the books. 


despite handing over control 

ofthe storylines to hts son. He 

foughtfor them tostaytrueto 
the original spirit and railed 
agai^ plans to improve 

= s e ^e 

^^witing was evenfaufy 

recognised with an QBE m 
New Year’s Honours 
list A spokeswoman for tiw 
publisher. Reed Books, 

-He wrote stones wtadi had * 
wonderful appeal to duldren. 9 
-The engines had so many 
characters to them which 

brought foem to lrte, yettlwy 
remained vehicles which the 

-children loved. They naa 

equal appeal to both boys and 

^Mr Awdiy was invoked 
with many rail presewation 
groups. A spokesman for the 
. Dean Forest Railway Com¬ 
pany, of which he was a 
president, said of his death: 

“If 5 a great shame and a sad 
loss.* 

“He’d been a long-standing 
• enthusiast of the railways and 
it seemed quite a common 
thing for men of the doth to 
be interested in that sort of 
thing.” 

. The Dean Forest Railway 
Company reopened a disused 
line in Gloucestershire, and 
named one of its three steam £ 
locomotives Wilbert after the 
author. _ — 

- The train became the sub¬ 
ject of the thirty-eighth book 
id’ the Thomas the Tank 
Engine series, Wilbert the 
Forest Engine, written by 
Christopher Awdry. The 
group’s spokesman added: 
“He used to come down here 
to sign his books, and he 
seemed to be involved with 
almost every rail preservation 
group going.” 

Obituary, page 27 
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Fixed terms 
for repeat 
offenders 
become law 

By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


THE most sweeping changes 
in sentencing policy this centu¬ 
ry became law yesterday with 
the Introduction of automatic 
minimum sentences for repeat 
violent offenders, persistent 
burglars and dealers in hard 
drugs. 

Curbs on child-sex offenders 
also became law as pan of a 
package resulting from the 
Dutch auction between the 
Conservatives and Labour 
over preelection legislation. 
Con victed sex offenders will be 
subject to extended supervi¬ 
sion on release for up to a 
maximum of ten years, and a 
register of sex offenders will be 
creafed. They will have to tell 
the police every time they 
move: those failing to register 
a change of address within 14 
days may be jailed for up to six 
months and ordered to pay a 
£5,000 fine. 

The changes came as Mich¬ 
ael Howard, the Home Secre¬ 
tary, Jack Straw, the Shadow 
Home Secretary, and Alex 
Carlile. the Liberal Democrat 
spokesman. _ prepared to 
appear in a live debate on law 
and order in front of a studio 
audience on LWT*S Dimbleby 
programme tomorrow. 

It is planned that automatic 
life sentences for second-time 
rapists and serious sexual and 
violent offenders will come 
into force in October. But Mr 
Howard has been forced to 
accept changes to his plan for 
automatic three-year mini¬ 
mum sentences on third-time 
burglars and seven years for 
third-time dealers in hand 
drugs. 

He accepted a Lords amend¬ 
ment giving judges greater 
discretion in sentencing. 


Judges will be able tn give a 
lesser sentence if the court 
considers the minimum sen¬ 
tence to be "unjust in all the 
circumstances". 

Mr Howard claims the 
amendment drives a coach 
and horses through his origi¬ 
nal aim, which was that only 
in exceptional circumstances 
would judges nor have 10 
impose tire minimum sentence 
for domestic burglars and 
dealers in Gass A drugs. The 
Conservative Party manifesto 
will promise to reverse the 
Lords amendment. 

The new sentences for re¬ 
peat burglars are unlikely to 
come into operation until Oc¬ 
tober 1999. because the Prison 
Service must first build the 
new jails needed to house 
offenders. It has been estimat¬ 
ed that 12 new jails could be 
needed to meet an estimated 
increase in the prison 
population. 

Another measure creates 
two new offences designed to 
tackle stalking and other 
forms of harassment includ¬ 
ing nuisance neighbours and 
racist abuse. Offenders who 
make people fear for their 
safety face five years* impris¬ 
onment while those whose 
harassment is not life-threat¬ 
ening face up to six months. 

Under other measures, the 
Parole Board, rather than the 
Home Secretary, will have 
responsibility for die release of 
juveniles convicted of murder. 
This indudes the two bays in 
tiie James Bulger case: 

Other measures that be¬ 
came law indude a police Bill 
setting up a national crime 
squad and creating a Criminal 
Rreords Agency- 




Harvest in Provence, painted in summer 1888, during Van Gogh’s Aries period. lt is to be auctioned at Sotheby’s in June 
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Rare Van Gogh 
watercolour 
may make £8m 

ByDalyaAuberge I 

A WATERCOLOUR fay Van Gogh not exhibited 
in public since 1948 is expected to fetch 
£8 million at auction this summer. 

Sotheby’s, which will offer it on June 24. de¬ 
scribed the panoramic landscape. Harvest in 
Provence, as the artist’s most important work on 
paper in private hands. Melanie Gore, Euro¬ 
pean head of the Impressionist and Modem Art 
Department, said it was hard to predict what 
such a rare work could make; but at £8 million, 
it would be "the most valuable modem picture 
sold by auction in Europe since 1990". 

The scene was painted in June 1888 just 
outside Aries, where Van Gogh had settled that 
February. Ms Gore said: “It expresses his first 
enraptured response to the colours of the South 
(of France] in summer, and is the original 
version of the famous oil of the same subject, 
now in the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam.” 
The watercolour, bought by J. B. A. Kessler, a 
collector of Impressionist art who died in 1983, is 
being sold by a trust 

Although Van Gogh painted about 1,000 
works on paper, the number of fully finished 
works, as opposed to studies, is probably no 
more than 50. This image; a watercolour over 
pen and ink measuring 48cm by 60cm. was 
painted a few days before the oD work, which is 
sometimes known as La Charette Bleue. In a 
letter of June 1888 to his brother, Theo, Van 
GOgh described the oil as his best work during 
his Aries period. As he wrote in another letter 
that summer: “1 must draw a great deal ... 
Things here have so much line and 1 want to get 
my drawing more spontaneous, more 
exaggerated.” 
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Scratch card addict 


a win 


her to pay E270 compensation 
to her landlords. 

Peter Scott, for the prosecu¬ 
tion, said Miles told police that 
she planned to replace the 
furniture with money from the 
win she is convinced is just 
around the corner. In fact, she 
has won only £50 twice. 

Peter OUie, in mitigation, 
said shops near her home had 
banned her to help her to beat 
tiie craving. Afterwards Miles 
said: “I wish it had never been 
invented. The addiction has 
taken over. The lure of the big 
win keeps me hooked. Now l 
am hundreds of pounds in 
debt and have to rely on my 
mother for a good meal.” 


‘ ByPaul Wilkinson ' 

A WOMAN is so addicted to 
lottery scratrhcards that she 
even bought them with money 
intended for a hypnosis course 
to cure her of the habit a court 
has been told. 

Beverley Miles, 37. often 
goes without food to buy the 
cards out of her dole money. 
In court at Harrogate. North 
Yorkshire, she admitted steal¬ 
ing a fridge, a chest of drawers 
and a coffee table from her 
rented flat to finance her 
spending of up to £60 a week. 
After hearing of her addiction, 
magistrates declined to im¬ 
pose a penalty, but ordered 
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” Current Rates as at 21st March 1997. source: Bia/s MoneyMaster 

Call free on 0500 30 2010 (quoting ref SC06) 

Mon - Fri, 8am - 8pm. Weekends, Sam - 6pm. 
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you retain a minimum operating balance in your 
account, there is nothing more that you can do to 
affect the size of your payout. 

So. with the bulk of your money free 
again, why nor make it work harder for 
you, by taking advantage of the great savings I— 


March 1997 would give you £342 interest with our profits into benefits for our customers. And as die 

the Halifax or £315 interest with the Woolwich. table shows, this means considerably better returns 
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Major is to copy 
Kinnock’s 1992 


campaign tactic 


By Arthur Leathley, political correspondent 


TORY strategists are prepar¬ 
ing to copy Neil Kinnock's 
general election campaign tac¬ 
tic of making greater use of 
television and regional media, 
rather than national newspa¬ 
pers, to try to put across the 
party message. 

Senior figures in the party 
admit that the first week of 
John Major's general election 
campaign has been “intensely 
disappointing'* and that a 
fresh start needs to be made 
next week. 

Although they said that the 
real campaign would not start 
until next month, they admit¬ 
ted that they were anxious to 
get more positive rove rage 
before Easter. The long cam¬ 
paign was intended to give the 
Tories chance to wrong-foot 
Labour but a senior Tory 
figure conceded that “no 
punches have landed yet". 

There was a last-minute 
change of plan yesterday 
when more sleaze allegations 
put the Tories on the defensive 
for the third day. They can¬ 
celled plans to use the election 
battle-bus to take national 
newspaper journalists on Mr 
Major's trip to Gatwick 
iarport, and instead invited 
selected national news agency 
and television reporters. 

Sources at Conservative 
Central Office gave two con¬ 


flicting explanations for the 
late change. One was that 
there were logistical problems 
in taking large numbers of 
journalists on the train to 
Gatwick. Another was: “We 
did not warn the Prime Minis¬ 
ter's visit to edipse our launch 
of a new poster." However, 
strategists were delighted at 
television film of Mr Major’s 
helicopter flying over one of 
the poster sites. 

They made dear that the 
tactic to make more use of 
regional media would be simi¬ 
lar to that used by Mr 
Kinnock during his unsuc¬ 
cessful 1992 campaign, al¬ 
though they inisted that the 
Prime Minister was not “run- 


Election escape 


A local weekly newspaper has 
declared itself an election- 
free zone where readers can 
escape from politicians. The 
Rotherham Advertiser in 
South Yorkshire, where MP 
Denis MacShane has a mar 
jority of 17,561, has dedded 
not to bore its audience with a 
forgone conclusion. The 
Yorkshire Dales Radio, 
which planned to launch on 
April % has postponed it to 
May 4 to avoid having to 
cover the poll. 


ning away" from newspaper 
journalists, a charge levelled 
at Mr Kinnock. 

Mr Major is determined to 
meet the public and answer 
questions from voters but is 
said to be “irritated by the 
sleaze questions” that haw 
dominated national newspa¬ 
pers in the past three days. 

The Prime Minister is said 
to be annoyed that newspaper 
coverage of the opening days 
of the campaign was also 
dominated by Labour-initiat¬ 
ed outrage over the decision to 
end Commons business six 
weeks before the election. 

“We don't think that nat¬ 
ional newspapers are a good 
way of putting our message 
across. There seems to be a 
great interest in trivia and 
newspapers have been taking 
the Labour agenda hook, line 
and sinker." a senior source 
said. “Phone-ins are a very 
good way of getting the mess¬ 
age across.” 

National newspapers have 
been excluded from travelling 
with Mr Major during the 
past two days' campaigning, 
although senior Tories insist 
that it has been done for 
logistical reasons. Mr Major 
was said to have been angered 
by newspaper photographs 
suggesting that his wife, Nor¬ 
ma. was unhappy and of 



Freedom from the press: John and Norma Major on die Gatwick Express yesterday 


pictures of him holding a 
detachable steering wheel, 
with headlines to the effect 
that the wheel had fallen off 
his campaign. 

Tories say that impressive 
figures on crime, public bor¬ 
rowing. unemployment, infla¬ 
tion and eceonomic growth 
merited more national news¬ 
paper attention. They are also 
annoyed that the decision to 


drop key sections of the Crime 
(Sentences) Bill and Education 
Bill had been portrayed as a 
defeat by Labour. 

Next week, national news¬ 
paper journalists will accom¬ 
pany the Prime Minister on 
three regional trips, which will 
involve a number of radio 
phone-ins. “We hope we can 
put all this sleaze behind us 
and make a fresh start,” a 



Not so much a 
national icon 


as 


senior Tory said. “This week 
has not gone as well as we had 
hoped it would, despite a great 
deal of good eco n omic news.” 

A party strategist conceded 
that a visit to the MacLaren 
Formula One plant in Surrey 
had turned into “a disaster" 
when the racing driver David 
Coulthard's car appeared mi¬ 
nus its wheels. “We do have to 

plan these better in future.” 


A s with a distress call 
from a leaking boat, 
the essentials of fee 
radio phones are name 
. and location. Tlius it was 
that IS minutes late and 
shorify after a commercial 
for something feat cures 
“dehydrated skin and tired 
eyes" John from Brixfon hit 
the airwaves yesterday 
morning. 

Marie from Putney, Mar¬ 
ion from Palmer’s Green. 

. Marvin from Hendon all 
sounded like old hands at 
this game, but it was John 
from Bruton's first appear¬ 
ance nz phone-in land since 
he called the general elec¬ 
tion his alias, Prime 

Minister from Downing 
Street It will be Ear from his 
last radio show, for fee 
phone-in is likely to become 
John’s electronic soapbox in 
tius campaign: he is coming 
soon to a radio station near 
you, as are Tony from 
Islington and Paddy from 
YeoviL 

- John's late appearance 
was caused by a technical 
hitch in the link to Downing 
-Street so he had to be 
driven to fee LBC studios. 
There were worse conse¬ 
quences _ than ■ could . be 
imagined at fee dine, for fee 
overrun delayed the next 
programme; . hosted by 
Robbie Vincent a gravel- 
voiced- presenter admired 
by no less a listener than 
John from Brixton. 

“Robbie Vincent" has- a- 
million fans,” John conced¬ 
ed, gushing to retrieve fee- 
vote of irate Vincent fans. 
“He's a national icon.” John 
sounded as if he wished the _ 
same could be said of hint- " 
self. A PR man for LBC. 
subsequently told me feat 
be would “push tins line to 
the tabloids” p re s uma bly 
hoping to turn John’s re¬ 
mark into a self-fulfilling 
prophecy: outside London, ; 
Vincent’s name is about as - 
familiar as a safe Tory seaL.: 

John's appearance. on 
LBC Breakfast, which , is 
presented by Caroline 
Rigbter and Nick Ooyd 
(aka Sir Nicholas Lloyd, 
former Editor of fee Ex¬ 
press), brought no spectacu¬ 
lar confessions, although 
when another John, from 
Highgate, asked about fam¬ 
ily breakdown, John from 
Brixton said: “I'm prepared 
to take the blame for most 
things feat happen in this 
country fan [to blame me for . 
family break-up] is a bit 
rich.” 

Sadly, none of the myriad 
things for which John will 
take the blame was raised ■ 
by yesterday's callers. On 
the non-publication of Sir 
Gordon Downey’s casb-for- 


questions report 
peated fee party line lhal 
had no right to 
wife the timing. Nick Lfoyti 
asked him: “Aren’t yraiff 
decent man surrounded by 
sleazy MPsT John gave no 

direct reply, so whefeer he el 

either of these things 

mams unresolved. .. 

Most of the callers asked 
questions about the usu®! 
national issues: people who ■ 
live in London like to think . 
that theirs is a national 

agenda. But Sheila from the 

City, MD of a recnutnwnt’ 
company and member of-, 
the campaign to save Barfs 

hospital, did wonder wfceth- . 
er the new “super-hospital": 
in east London would ever, 
bebuilL ; ■ - 

This project involves the 
Private Finance Initiative 
and John admitted that 
progress with fee PFI had . 
been “slow". Indee d he ■ 
thought that primary 
healthcare in London was 



PETER 

BARNARD 


m»!mprovingas qbjddy.fi; 
It was elsewhere in the 
country.. But on Thursday,. 
fataid. be had been at St 
Mazy'S Hospital in Had¬ 
dington arid had seen “iDh 
Interventional. Magnetic 
Resonance Scanner”, a star^ 
tiing technical reference for. 
830 in fee morning.- r 

John is undoubtedly good 
at radio. The intimacy of fee 
electronic soapbox enables 
Him tq play fee chat-izta-' 
pub card. Whereas his at¬ 
tempts at bluntness in 
the Commons can appear 
forced, on radio he suggests 
bluntness but actually uses 
polite circumspection, 
which suits him better. 

When Vic of Fulham 
asked yesterday about Gulf 
War syndrome and BSE 
suggesting that “everything 
appears to have been hid¬ 
den” John replied: “L think 
that is rather an improbable 
point, to put it bluntly 
Bluntly? Clearly John of 
Brixton has much to learn 
about biuntness, as applied 
to the radio phone-in. 
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The Open 
University 


What can the Open 
University do for you? 


We can give you a recognised BA or BSc degree Ska any rthar 
University, but you don’t have to give up work to do it 

Just as Important the Open University can open up awhofa new 
woHd of interests, challenges and achievements. There are over 150 
courses to chooee from in arts, science, social science, computing 
technology, modem languages, mathematics, business management 
law, education, and health and social welfare.-' ' 

'Ji™ 18 ° r wr “ d jr id8nt " *e European Union, you’re 
Tr^'soifjblT 0 ” qUa Cat> ° nS arB needed ‘ S'*™ financial help 

‘ T b r ® u f|H OU supported open learning 

You don t go away to the Open University, it comes to you. There’s no 
need to give-up wprk<<jr build your soda] life around eveningciiteses. 

Ybu learn through specially written texts and 
materials, radio and W P p ^»w>es, computer software and home 
Ws for some science and technology subjects. 

■ to ,EaSfZXr * SOtate L Y ° Ur OWn P*™"' tutor Bhres regular. 

arKl ^ asregnmente whkih are returned to * 

need help and advice - or simply a word of encow^n^T iT.r 

■ tutor is just a phone call away. • “"“"Sflwneirt -ywr. 

Support also comes from your fellow students. There ™» r 
300 Open University study centres around the 
can attend group tutorials er meat your 
courses also have week-long residential schoofa^ P ' 
w , . The flexible way to learn 

rou re free to plan your own degree - so .for examnl* 
modem art and computer studies as part of the Mme^S^u 
You can also take a single course with absolutely romnritiKntto 

examination pass wiH count towards your qualification. 

. _ Find out more today • 

T"'£l ’***' ha f Open Un/yerafty end . 

wR Pain their BA or BSc degrees Oft year, 
end otrthow you cm join them, use the coupon or call today 
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Hamilton evidence Pl°t thickens for MPs under investigation 

_ By Polly Newton 

reveals anger over sssssss 
betrayal’ by party ssjssss 

7 7 MPs to the Commissioner for 

•/ SfnnHarrtc Sir rVtrHrtn rVvu- 


Bv Andrew Pierce, political correspondent 


THE Tory MP Neil Hamilton 
felt betrayed by the party high 
command, which forced him 
to resign as a minister and 
face the battle to dear Ms 
name on his own. 

Mr Hamilton's 30.000-word 
submission to the Downey 
inquiry, a copy of which has 
been seen by The Times, 
portrays a figure bewildered 
by the turn of events in 
October 1994 when The 
Guardian published allega¬ 
tions that he had been paid 
£2,000 to table Commons 
questions by Mohamed AI 
Fayed. His frustration was 
divided between Mr Al Fayed 
and the leadership which 
pledged support but then 
withdrew it when the media 
campaign became 

"relentless". 

In uncompromising lan¬ 
guage Mr Hamilton, the MP 
for Tatton, vents his fury at the 
way Mr Al Fayed’s accusa¬ 
tions were accepted at face 
value by The Guardian. He 
says the allegations were pub¬ 


lished a month after the 
Egyptian-born businessman 
lost his tight against the 
Department of Trade and 
Industry over his application 
far- citizenship. 

The first cash payments 
were allegedly made to Mr 
Hamilton in 19S5 and the last 
in 1989. Mr Hamilton writes: 
“Why did he wait nine years 
after the conversation with Ian 
Greer, which he alleged so 
shocked him...seven years 
after allegedly making his first 
cash payment? Why did he 
wait five years after his last?" 

Mr Hamilton attacks the 
terms of reference of the 
inquiry which mean he has to 
prove that the allegations 
against him are untrue. 

The MP maintains the big¬ 
gest Daw in the Al Fayed 
argument is the lack of wit¬ 
nesses. “He (Al Fayed} is 
careful to emphasise that he 
and 1 were alone and no one 
would have seen the money 
being given," he writes. 

Mr Hamilton is scathing 








-to 

mump -- . 


Ne3 Hamilton with his defence documents yesterday 


about the emergence of three 
members of the Al Flayed staff 
in affidavits on the eve of the 
planned libel trial against The 
Guardian last October, who 
saw cash being stuffed in 
brawn envelopes. "It is incon¬ 
ceivable, if the evidence were 
true, that he would not have 
produced some mention of 
witness evidence to reinforce 
his diary entries until... the 
eve of the trial two years after 
The Guardian article.” 

Mr Hamilton is dismissive 
of Richard Ryder, then Chief 
Whip, after the allegations 
were published. “I was osten¬ 
sibly given a choice. Ryder 
said that the pressure might 
be too great for me to with¬ 
stand but the decision whether 
to resign or not was left to me." 

He decided to battle on but 
an hour later received a "furi¬ 
ous telephone" call from Mr 
Ryder. “It was clear that 
although I had exercised the 
choice which he had ostensi¬ 
bly given me. he strongly 
disapproved of my decision. 
Nevertheless, as 1 had derided 
to remain a member of the 
Government I had a right to 
expect collective support. The 
displeasure of the Chief Whip 
carried with it the dear impli¬ 
cation that such support 
would be only lukewarm". 

On the following Monday 
he was denied contact with 
Tory MPS and told by Mr 
Ryder to “go back to my 
department and get on with 
my job". He adds: “He did not 
: fell me that it had already been 
derided that by lunchtime 
tomorrow I would not have 
thatjob." 

Simon Jenkins, page 24 

> wading article, page 25 


WHAT HAPPENED AND WHEN 


- BY ANDREW PIERCE 

THE timetable of tile c&sh-for- 
questions affair, which has led 
to the resignation of. two 
goveriih»mt nuniste^.; ‘ - 

February, 1989: Tim Smith; 
the' MP far Beaconsfield, re¬ 
ceives a letter from Tiny 
Rowland, fanner chairman of 
Loncrha securing him of bring 
in the pay cif Mohamed Al 
Bayed -Mr Smith swiftly severs 
the three-year business ar¬ 
rangement and seeks a meet¬ 
ing with David Waddington, 
then the Chief Whip.-and tells 
him hehadrecrived payments 
from Mr Al Fayed. He is 
advised to declare them. 

January 1994: Mr Smith is 
appointed as Northern Ire¬ 
land Minister. Confusion over 
why the information conveyed 
to Mr Waddington is or is not 
passed on to the Richard 
Ryder, serving Chief Whip. 

September 29, 1995: Brian 


Hitchen. Editor of the Sunday 
Express, visits Mr Major, on 
behalf erf Mr Al Fbyed, to warn 
him about Ned Hamilton and 
MrSirathy 1 '* ‘ 

September 30: The Prime 
Minuter instructs Sir Robin 
Butler, the Cabinet Secretary, 
to set up an. investigation into 
the allegations- He refers Mr 
Al Feed’s threat to the Direc¬ 
tor of Public Prosecutions. The 
investigation never starts. 

October 10: Sir Robin inter¬ 
views Mr Smith, who admits 
taking the money. 

October Mb Sir Robin tells 
Mr Major that Mr Smith 
should he forced to resign by 
the end of the week. 

October 19: Two ministers, 
Mr Hamilton and Mr Smith, 
named late night in the Com¬ 
mons by a Labour MP as 
having taken payments from 
Mr Al Fayed from 1987-89. 

October 20, 1995: The 
Guardian publishes the cash- 


for-questions allegations. Mr 
Smith resigns the same day. 
Mr Hamilton vows to fight on. 

October 2L1995: Sir Robin. 
Michael Heseltine and the 
Chief Whip ask Mr Hamilton 
' if he had a financial arrange¬ 
ment with Ian Greer. Mr 
Hamilton denies it Mr Greer 
and Mr Hamilton Issue a writ 

October 22,1995: Sir Robin 
concludes inquiry. 

October 26.1995: Mr Ham¬ 
ilton resigns. 

September 30 1996: The 
Greer and Hamilton libel trial 
collapses over conflicts of in¬ 
terest in their evidence. 

March 17: John Major an¬ 
nounces that Parliament will 
be Prorogued on March 21. 

March 20: The Times dis¬ 
closes that Mr Smith had 
confessed to the Downey in¬ 
vestigation that he had re¬ 
ceived El8,000, rather than 
than the £6.000 originally 
thought, from Sir Gordon. 




me-knots. Now available 
in 18 carat gold. 


By Polly Newton 

MORE details of the allega¬ 
tions against MPs accused of 
taking cash for asking parlia¬ 
mentary questions and lobby¬ 
ing were disclosed yesterday 
with the publication of evi¬ 
dence given by the following 
MPs to the Commissioner for 
Standards. Sir Gordon Dow¬ 
ney. His inquiry covers events 
from 1986 to 1990. 

Neil Hamilton. 48, Tory 
MP for Tatton since 1983, 
majority 15 , 860 . Government 
Whip. 1990; Corporate Affairs 
Minister 1992-94. 

The allegations: that he 
took payments of E10.000 from 
the lobbyist Ian Greer that 
were declared neither to min¬ 
isters whom he lobbied nor to 
the taxman; that he told the 
President of the Board of 
Trade, that he had no finan¬ 
cial relationship with Mr 
Green that he took thousands 
or pounds in envelopes from 
Mr Al Fayed while pushing 
his interests in Parliament; 
that he took undeclared free 
hospitality from Mr A1 Fayed 
and from a tobacco company; 
that he took gifts instead of 
cash to keep down his tax bill. 

Mr Hamilton admits every¬ 
thing except taking cash in 
envelopes from Mr Al Fayed. 

Tim Smith, 49, Tory MP for 
Beaconsfield since 1982, ma¬ 
jority 23.864. Northern Ire¬ 
land Minister, Jan-Oct 1994. 

The allegations: that as 
vice-chairman of the Conser¬ 
vative trade and industry com¬ 
mittee he took undeclared 
payments between 1986 and 
1989 of at least E 18,000 in cash 
from Mr Al Fayed, some of it 
handed to him in envelopes 
and some delivered to his 
home; that in return he asked 
17 questions about the House 
of Fraser takeover; that he he 
signed early day motions and 
proposed an adjournment de¬ 
bate on the takeover that he 
declared the money to the 
taxman only as part of a larger 
sum earned by a partnership 
run by him and his wife: that 
he admitted to the Cabinet 
Secretary in September 1994 
that he had taken the money 



Tim Smith at a school yesterday, hoping to avoid comparison with Humpty Dumpty 


from Mr Fayed but did not 
resign until October 20. when 
The Guardian published its 
cash-for-questions allegations. 

Mr Smith admits that he 
took at least El8,000 and failed 
to declare it. but says he 
entered an interest in the 
Register of Members' Inter¬ 
ests for two weeks at the end of 
the financial relationship. He 
says he proposed an adjourn¬ 
ment debate on the House of 
Fraser takeover before taking 
any payment. He says he was 
acting in the public interest 

Michael Brown. 45, Ttwy 
MjP for Brigg and Clee- 


thorpes, entered Parliament 
1979. majority 6.413. Minister 
of State, Department of Trade 
and Industry, 1989-90; Minis¬ 
ter of Stale. Foreign Office. 
1990-92; Parliamentary Pri¬ 
vate Secretary to Northern 
Ireland Secretary, 1992-93; as¬ 
sistant whip, J993-94. 

The allegations: that he 
received three undeclared pay¬ 
ments totalling £6,000 from 
Ian Greer Associates (IGA) in 
1988 and 1999 for promoting 
the interests of United States 
Tobacco at meetings with min¬ 
isters and in Parliamentary 
questions and early day mo¬ 


tions; that he failed to declare 
the payments to the taxman 
until October 1996 when they 
became public knowledge. 

Mr Brown admits receiving 
£6,000 in 1988 from IGA as a 
commission for introducing 
US Tobacco, and tiiat he failed 
to register the payment He 
admits failing to inform civil 
servants and ministers of his 
financial interest when he was 
lobbying on behalf of US 
Tobacco, and failing to declare 
the payments for tax. 

Sir Michael Gryfls. 63, 
Tory MP for Surrey North 
West not standing for re¬ 


election. Chairman, Conserva¬ 
tive Trade and Industry Com¬ 
mittee. 1981-97. 

The allegations that he was 
regularly paid undeclared 
sums in cash, totalling about 
£86,000, to provide parliamen¬ 
tary services for clients of Ian 
Greer Associates; that he omit¬ 
ted his financial relationship 
with Mr Greer from the 
Register of Members’ Inter¬ 
ests; that he lied to the Select 
Committee on Members' In¬ 
terests in 1990; that he steered 
companies towards Mr Greer 
to secure financial gain. 

Sir Michael admits that he 
was receiving payments from 
Mr Greer during the period 
when he was helping Mr 
Greer’s client, Mr Al Fayed. 
He admits that he told the 
Select Committee on Mem¬ 
bers’ Interests in 1990 that he' 
had made only three introduc¬ 
tions of companies, although 
the real figure was six. He 
admits the regular flow of 
money was only non anally 
related to “introductions" or 
his work on behalf of the 
Unitary Tax Campaign. '■ 

Sir Andrew Bowden, 66. 
Tory MP for Brighton 
Kemptown since 1970, major¬ 
ity 3.056. 

The allegations: that while; 
he was helping Mr Al Fayed 
he was paid £5319 towards 
election expenses by lan Greer 
for the 1967 campaign; that he 
failed to declare the payments 
either in the register or as 
election expenses; that he re¬ 
ceived a further undeclared 
payment of £500; that in 1987, 
Mr Al Fayed met Sir Andrew 
and agreed to pay £5.000 in 
cash for information from 
Michael Land, vice-chairman' 
of the MP”s constituency asso¬ 
ciation and a former employee 
of Lonrho — the company in 
dispute with Mr Al Fayed over 
the House of Fraser. 

Sir Andrew admits receiv¬ 
ing £5319 from Mr Greer but 
denies it was related to his 
parliamentary lobbying for 
Mr Al Fayed. He says the 
other £500 was for lectures 
given to Mr Greer's clients. 
He denies receiving £5,000 
from Mr Al Fayed. 


C&G Cash Gift Mortgage 


Receive 

up to 

£ 7,500 

as cl 

cash gift 


No valuation fee 

No mortgage 
indemnity premium 

* " . ** 

I\o strings ^ 



“The best value mortgages 
over-die last five years from any 
major high street lender” 

WHAT MORTGAGE - TOP LENDERS’ AWARDS 19% 

AND AGAIN IN 1997 

Our award winning performance makes a C&G Cash 
Gift Mortgage a real winner. 

If you’re moving house 
and have a personal deposit 
of 25% or more you’ll receive a valuable lump sum 
equal to 3% of the amount you borrow, up to a 
maximum of £7,500. 

If your deposit is berween 5% and 25% or you are 
switching your existing mortgage to C&G, your cash 
gift will be 2% of your loan up to a maximum of £4,000. 

With C&G you don’t pay a valuation fee or 
mortgage indemnity premium and we don’t insist you 
buy our insurances or take out a mortgage-related 
investment plan. 

Visit your nearest C&G or Lloyds Bank branch or 
call us today and judge our award winning mortgages 
for yourself. 

“C&G wins top marks for all 
aspects of its mortgage service” 

FINANCIAL ADVISER - SERVICE AWARDS 1996 



We’re run to make you richer 


Call in at Lloyds Bank for a C&G mortgage. 


s o rev 
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Typical example n interest rale of 7,22% and an interest only loan of £50,000 teemed over 25year* araj a purchaseprice oi £70^00;M0 monthly pJT'i'euB of £273.75net of tax ar 15%. Adnanmaoncharge £1D0‘ 

inc^. k*Ttwcrt only). TV ongnai SSOJOO murt be repaid it the end of the mortgage term. Total anxxmt payable£1407P7. t i7 indixfing dot dams redenpoon admmiyttanon charge of £40. APR=7.it% [variabk;. You must be ar 
least IS v iare old to apply for a loan. Please ask utif you would Ek* a. written quotation. Before agreeing a loan we will normally value the property and will assess your ability to meet the repayments. Any loan will require 
inurirv in Uw form m a mortgage over the property. I meres rales may vary during the period of the l&m. What Mortgage - Top Lende»s' A wands 19% & WWi Best vahte-for-tnoaey standard variable rate mongages over 
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fti untv in UtL-fomiM a mortgage ewer Uie property, interest rates may vary owing me pcraouimr kmtl umiraniup- lupuwrc nwanuima tnr, dch muc-ior-uunxy sunuara vanaow rate mortgage* over 
rf*- l*ii 1*0 and five vears, of all ruiiW building societies ind banks, fused on i Joan of Z5QJXXI financial Adviser - Service Award* 19% In a survey ofover IXODMependan finajviaJ advisers, C&G rrrtkad first of the ' 
35 lenders noted for. The category included speed of processing, communication, feedback, product knowledge, profesionalura, reliability and RcwWky. 'No strings' meant we don't tdQ morxgige-ruLud investment ' 
plan, or ii»i« vou buy out insurances. The Cadi Gift Mortgage k * C&G’s standard variable mortgage rue. The cash gift must be repaid if, within 6w year*, you redeem the mortgage or convert ir to another C&G 
mgrrropg other than at our JUandartf variable mortgage rate (e aefeKfTfig Cash Gift and anyspccial offer* avaSablc at the rimc).u the loan k partly redeemed, the enh gift mint be repaid on a p roportional hast*. - 

To help us maintain our service standards, we may record or monitor telephone calk, 

Cheltenham Bt Gloucester pic Barnett Way Gloucester GM 3JU. • 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS 
ON> MORTGAGE ORjDTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT * . 


Ih/iaia/ is 


i V4II rfuJ tfh 4 onmMl 































Whoever started the rumour that ‘Rovers are expensive must be a few shillings short of a pound 

We prescribe a minute or two in the quiet interior of this elegant Rover 618i, contemplating its 
±^14,940 price tag. r . 6 

Call 0345 186 186 for details, or visit your local Rover dealer. 
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Briton to receive Legion d’honneur for dash through stormy seas to reach race rival 


Yachtsman earns 
top French honour 
for ocean rescue 


VAWDV STAPTfALL9POHT 


From Ben Macintyre 

m PARIS 
and Adrian Lee 

A BRITISH yachtsman who 
singlehandedly saved a strick¬ 
en rival in a round-the-world 
rare is to receive France’s most 
celebrated honour for bravery, 
the Legion tthonneur. 

Pete Goss, a former Royal 
Marine, answered a mayday 
call from Raphael Dinelli and 
sailed 160 nautical miles 
through storms to pull the 
Frenchman from a weraft in 
the Southern Ocean. 

Mr Goss, 35. . will be 
honoured after he completes 
the Vendfie Globe race in Les 
Sables d’Otonne, France, on 
Sunday. He is not expected to 
finish last of the six competi¬ 
tors left, despite the rescue and 
having to carry out surgery on 
his own arm. 

The yachtsman was in¬ 
formed of the award by satel¬ 
lite fax He previously used the 
fax to receive instructions 
from die race doctor on how to 
repair two hernias in his arm, 
and operated by the tight of a 
torch strapped to his head. 

Mr Gees, of St Germans, 
Cornwall, began the 22.000- 
mil e challenge in France in 
November. His 50ft yacht. 
Aqua Quorum, is the smallest 
of the 16 in the race. He saved 
M Dinelli 1,200 miles south of 
Berth, Australia, after battling 
through heavy seas and 
storms which knocked down 
his boat three times. Mr Goss 



Dinelli- will be at race 

finish to meet rescuer 

found the Frenchman, who 
was suffering from hypother¬ 
mia, in a liferaft cm Boxing 
Day. He radioed to race 
organisers: “I have just had 
the best Christmas present 
even Raphael is on board, cold 
but happy." 

M Dinelli. 28, is expected to 
be on the quayside on Sunday 
to welcome his rescuer. Mr 
Goss, who is married with 
three children, ran up debts of 
£80,000 to take part. He will 
be the first Briton to complete 
the non-stop race. A fellow 
competitor, Tbny Baltimore, 
from Bristol, was rescued after 
spending several days in his 
upturned yacht 

Yesterday Mr Goss was 300 
miles off France in the Atlan¬ 
tic He still has to take pain¬ 
killers but has regained full 
movement in his injured arm. 
using it to pump a generator 


for four hours every day. He 
was said to be "surprised and 
delighted" to receive the 
award, which will be present¬ 
ed in Paris later. 

Herve de Charefie, the 
French Foreign Minister, said 
in a letter to him: “We want to 
express our profound grati¬ 
tude, together with our com¬ 
patriots. for the help you gave 
to the French yachtsman in 
trouble in heavy seas. Risking 
your own life, you did not 
hesitate to do everything pos¬ 
sible to save our compatriot." 

Mr Goss joins a distin¬ 
guished group of Britons, 
including Queen Victoria and 
Richard Cobb, the late histori¬ 
an. who have been given the 
right to wear the coveted red 
ribbon. Devised by Napoleon 
Bonaparte in 1802, the Ordre 
dc la Ugion d’honneur is 
France’s principal national 
decoration. It was originally 
intended to create a group of 
veteran soldiers and political 
allies that could play the role 
of an "intermediary body" 
between the State and the 
people. Members of the order 
had to swear an oath to 
uphold liberty and equality. 

In recent years the award 
has come to be used as a 
general mark of recognition 
by the French State, presented 
for acts of bravery and to 
individuals of distinction in 
every sphere. About 210,000 
people currently hold the hon¬ 
our. On his state visit to 
Britain last year. President 



Pete Goss, who radioed: “I have just had the best Christmas present even Raphael Is on board, cold but happy” 


Chirac, who is the grand 
master of the legion, presented 
12 of the awards. Recipients 
included Sir Christopher 
Mallaby. the former British 
Ambassador to France. 

An official at the Grande 
Chanoellerie de la Legion 
d’honneur. the office in Paris 
that administers the award, 
said that on average five to ten 
British citizens received the 
distinction each year. In 1963 
President de Gaulle decided 
that if was being given too 
freely, and sharply reduced 
the annual nominations. Any¬ 


one sentenced to prison for a 
criminal offence is must imm¬ 
ediately surrender the award. 

The holder is entitled to 
wear the red ribbon in the 
buttonhole or to wear a dip 
designating the award on the 
lapel at all times. Professor 
Cobb daimed to have had the 
ribbon sewn onto his pyjamas. 
The medal that goes with the 
award, a star with five double 
branches that is engraved 
with Marianne, the female 
symbol of the republic, is 
made of silver, or gold for 
senior grades of the order. 



Raphael Dinelli on the hull of his yacht Algimouss 


United are sent off by a Red Card I Disabled fans barred from final 


By Alexandra Frean 

BACKERS of the non-league soccer 
dub Chelmsford City have scored a 
victory against the premiership 
giants Manchester United over an 
advertisement for the soft drink Red 
Card. 

A poster for Red Card, which calls 
itsdf a high-energy drink, featured 
the part-time players of Chelmsford 
City and the slogan. "If you can 
smell fear, Man Utd must rede”. 
Red Gird is.made by the Chelms¬ 
ford-based company Britvic, which 


sponsors City. United complained 
to die Advertising Standards Au¬ 
thority that the advertisement 
"could provoke antisoda! behav¬ 
iour. unfairly attacked the reput¬ 
ation of Manchester United and 
made unfair use of the goodwill 
attached to the club’s name". 

Although the authority conceded 
that the poster might be seen as 
encouraging rivalry between fans of 
the two teams, it thought that it was 
unlikely to cause serious or wide¬ 
spread offence or to encourage 
antisocial behaviour, and rejected 


the complaint. The authority accept¬ 
ed Red Card’s argument that the 
public would see the poster as ironic 
and typical of the laddish language 
used by football supporters. 

In December Paul Gascoigne 
threatened legal action against 
Britvic over an advertisement show¬ 
ing a crushed can of Red Card with 
the slogan "You can’t beat a Red 
Card. Gazza” Gascoigne, who was 
reporred to have battered his wife, 
Sheryl, is understood to have felt 
that the advertisement was refer¬ 
ring to his domestic problems. 


By John Goodbody 

SIXTY disabled fans of Middles¬ 
brough Football Club will be unable 
to watch their side in a cup final, 
despite having season tickets, 
because Wembley does not have 
facilities for them. ■ 

The national stadium can take 
only 30 fans in wheelchairs from 
each team for the Coc-Cola Cup on 
April 6. The 60 will miss out despite 
being among Middlesbrough'S 
27,000 season-ticket holders, who 
are usually guaranteed a seaL The 


dub has 32.000 tickets for the game 
against Leicester City. 

Fiona Wilson, a carer for one of 
the unlucky supporters, said: “This 
is disgraceful. For many of the older 
fans, it is a lifelong dream to watch 
their dub at Wembley in a major 
final. These are season-ticket hold¬ 
ers, but they are being discriminat¬ 
ed against" 

In its new Riverside Stadium, 
which was opened in 1995. Middles¬ 
brough have room for at least 300 
home and away supporters in 
wheelchairs and offer front row 


seats to other disabled fans. The 30 
who are going have been selected 
from those who suffer from the 
worst disabilities and who have 
attended all the dub’s games this 
season. 

Martin Come, the Wembley 
spokesman, said: "Although we 
have modernised the stadium, we 
are limited by the original design 
and there is insufficient room at 
ground level to house more than 30 
from each dub.” 

Football, pages 54-56 


Stalker is 
jailed for 
four years 

An illegal immigrant who 
stalked and terrified a hair¬ 
dresser for more than a year, 
after she refused to enter into 
a marriage of convenience 
with him, was jailed for four 
years yesterday. 

Alman Ai-Shlash. 33, a for¬ 
mer Syrian secret agent left 
Catherine Allah, 36, on the 
brink of insanity. Southwark 
Crown Court was told. They 
both lived in Mayfair, 
London, where be followed 
her to and from work, stood 
outside her home, rang her at 
night and tricked his way in. 
Judge Rucker told Al-Shlash. 
convicted in January of men¬ 
tally inflicting grievous bodily 
barm, he had made a healthy, 
happy woman very ill. 

Human cargo 

A lorry driver who tried to 
smuggle 24 illegal Asian im¬ 
migrants through the Chan¬ 
nel Tunnel was jailed for 2*2 
years. Phillip Arlott, 39. of 
Littieover, Derby, claimed he 
was threatened at gunpoint in 
Germany. 

Bolt from blue 

A 3in bolt protruding from the 
surface of the A14 near Hun¬ 
tingdon. Cambridgeshire, dis¬ 
rupted traffic when it 
punctured the tyres of 14 
lorries before police closed the 
carriageway and had the bolt 
removed. 

Veteran cleared 

A Parachute Regiment veter¬ 
an was cleared of hitting his 
neighbour. Marguerite Cam¬ 
eron, 84. in a dispute over tree¬ 
felling in Basingstoke, Hamp¬ 
shire. Philip Butler, 76. a 
former sergrant, said: "I could 
never hit a woman." 

Cinema boom 

Cinema attendances rose last 
year to 112.1 million, the 
highest of the decade, boosted 
by successes such as Indepen¬ 
dence Day, Mission: Impossi¬ 
ble and' 101 Dalmatians. 
Britain now has an estimated 
1.757 cinema screens. 

Shop assistance 

Women tired of taking bored 
partners round clothes shops 
can drop them off at a creche 
for men in Birmingham. A 
store in City Plaza provides a 
sofa, videos and a glass of 
wine for the men. while 
women are free to shop. 


Macintosh 


Performa 


(Ifs not a dream) 


■■ 







Give your dreams a chance. 


Now wc-’ve reduced die price of a Macintosh Performa, it’s 
even easier ro make your dnsims a reality. From jusi 
£U9d (inc VAX}? it’s a ready-to-use, plug-in 
anil switch-on sysiem — with all the 
trimmings. Powered by ftwerPC 1 
processors with innovative 
RISC technology, they come 
with al! the software you 
need, from spreadsheet 
applicarii vis and word 
processing ro games and 
educational titles. There’s a 
high-speed CD-ROM drive and 
full stereo sound, so you can enjoy 
die best in multimedia. .And all the latest 
nialels are Internet ready, with a modem included 
as standard. In feet, we’ve given you everything you once 
dreamed of - at prices that are absolutely real. 


... . *.v5* 


For details otvourncare 


arest Macintosh Performa stockist, call free on: 0800234 800. 
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StrmiSAWE .d 50 
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1100 Spin 
‘Aquarius' 

Autowasher 





ferlSAVE 



■ Aquarius wash 
system plus. 

■ Intelligent care. 

■ Time sawr. 

■ Class Awash 
performance. 

Modal WM63. 

In-store Price £499J». 
AVAILABLE W 
NATURAL UNEX, 


EASTER 


POLAR COLOURS 




VOUCHER PRICE 


39999 


v • V ^ 
>•. •' 


HOT POINT 1200 5pbl ’Aquarius' 

AuDovwahCr —— CURRYS ma 

Model WM34. ptH IMM 

was fS2M9. RtfllrK/Hoa 

WasCAl939. HPiUtJf JJB 

Was £399.99. 


BUY NOW MY 10 MONIKS LATER! 


PRICE ATTACK 


PHILCO 


Model WM1201SE. 
ktsttva Mce £379 S3. 


TRICE ATTACK 


PR/CE ATTACK 


CREDA 


Model 17006. bvstare 
Price 09999. WT MB 


r120 



WHITE KNIGHTniUrteDryer 

2 Heat setting*. Mnw eowa«ai pmce 

Model 311. ■■ |W| 

Was £13999. UTII fMHoQ 

liwtore Price £109.99. Ihil Wwl 





■ - -■ . « v S • 'i .••'•ss^LJNffc 

** .* * ' ;,vj 


• • • 

•'■-’P-Ww 



HOTTOINTTOTSptaw^Awwdw 
Aquarius wash paw avows WOOS 

RtaMWMB. a^f ^Q nn 

Whs f/ma ST. WPi'JtJMJJH 

Was pSfc9ff. Was £379.99. 

BUY NOW MY 10 MONTHS LATER 


PR/CE ATTACK 


{15939 


-V- 

* vL. 

* * - 4 **. », 4 


MATSUI 20" Remote Control TV 
■ 49anvbJbl* aofflYS PKkc 

■Hr B{179 s9 

Model 2096R. 




pfMA DISHWASHERS 

mmcm save fi20 


HOTPOINT 

Full Size 'Aquarius' 
Dishwasher 

■ Adjustable upper basket 

■ S progr a mmes. 

■ Hot-air drying. 

Model DF23P. 

In-store Price £449.99. 



SAVE 


UP 

TO £ 

ON A RANGE OF TOP BRAND PRODUCTS 


170 



PRICE ATTACK 




Find a lower price for the 
same product and offer, 
complete, new, boxed and 
in stock in a local shop 
within 7 days of purchase 
and we'll match it 


WE’LL NEVER 
BE BEATEN 



PRICE 1 VIDEOS 
ATTACK SAVE 


0 £ 80 


•••'': •:rs55Fmr 


IpRfCm REFRIGERATION 

mrACKAsfNE £ i40 


Wfemco HI-FI SYSTEMS 


mTAemsPNE 


UP TO A 

TOTAL OF £, l£g\J 


PRICE 1 COOKERS 

WTACK \ SAVE U300 

rr 



PRICE ATTACK 


BEKOsac ■|«» nn 

9oHn aKtricankarKTTN . jTQ 
u Separate oven uljl tmmS3§ 
uidgriB. 

■ SaH pae hah Uodd DQ10. More Ate Q9m 


CANDY 


9.8 ai-ft. Fridge 
Freezer 


■ 5.7 eu.ft fridge. 

■ 4.1 eu.ft freezer. 

■ TdtaMe shelves. 

■ Auto defrost 
Model CCM28/12G. 
In-store Price £399.99. 


PR/CE ATTACK 


SAVE 
A TOTAL OF 


CREDA SOt m StoMn G m Cooker 

■ FtiByaaWbunicn. — YouoBPMg 

■ SqmgmtfnlyinfN ^AA 
Model capm 41 roil* l|I|l r/MHoo 

kKUMC Price £39991 akAJ IfcWWJS 
BUY NOW WW 6 MONTHS lATBt 


STOVES wMtiHwj 


50cm Slotfn Gas Cooker. Finished 
in Brass and Rating Green 
■ Separate own and ^flL ■ Fully sealed 
hotplate. ■ Alio available in Blue and Red. 
Model NEWHOME 502GS. 

w»e*999.' VOUCHER PMCE 

In-store Pnce 
£44999. M 







JNGERSOLL 

Video Kemnkr 
Aut om atically a 
tune into your ■ 

TVehanneb." ■ 

Model VX950. ■ 

WOs £13999. 


mrara mu. 

£®» 


nddwoKwiiaM 
In-Bore Price GW J9. 


£50 1 # 


PRICE ATTACK 


MATSUI 


tMudleogPbylHm 


PRICE ATTACK 

535X2- 


Model VP9501. 
W»£T8SL99. 
kKiore Mei £17999. 


—n 


i , so 

fcSr 


MATSUI mi 

CD Micro HU3 jjS5|§|| 

■ Programmable BJfR 

CD player. Hill 

■ Tone control. Ebb 
M odel MCH550. Was £99.99. 


Uhra-Goaipad 

■ cuRfnrs pmce 


VOUCHER PRICE 


{289: 


PRICE ATTACK 


PR/CE ATTACK 


NOVA SC OTIA 5. 1 cu.fi. Fridge 

Reverie door. HH wuaBMS 
Model NS5106. Ml JAA 

SlteDIML BIl f 1(^39 


PRICE ATTACK 


FRIGIDAIRE54 cu.lt Ridge 

Push bunon defrad. BHYOUmnu 
liMtore Pda £13999. f I 


aett Ridge 

vouatanece 

{12939 



MATSUI I 

Ultra Compact 
CD Mkro HJ-fl 
■ Digital tuner, 
a Remote control 
Model MCH650. 
Was £119.99. 


UodlOwtanr 


£21939 5 


EH f69s9 

n £99.99. 


WBEeaw cunsma 

S3 {8999 


JVC MnMvoucHBPna 

amuiM BKW VA 

■•dtijrley - ptays p[||f/ 
wtoicn. KiJiwiBiw 
Model D7T. Was £2W99. bvuoni Price £22959. 


AIWA Dolby Pro-Logic 

CD Ffi-Ff with Turntable 

CURRYS PRICE 

Model ZVM280. 

Was £5SMff 
Was £379.99. 


I D 

PRICE I TV VIDEO PACKAGES 

ATTACK | SAVE e100 


PRICE ATTACK 


AIWAcdiuim 

Muttiplay - play» 
up to 3 CDs. 

Modd KSXV90Q. hKexe 


PRICE ATTACK 


PRICE ATTACK 


AIWA Dofcy PithLoglc CD I 


PRICE ATTACK 


ELECTROLUX 


MICROWAVES 

SAVE £ 40 

1 


BELL ING 

BBrnmiJI ojuft Green 
Touch Control Mkrowave 
Model 384TC Irvstore Price £15999. 






_ 11401 

Si. '/eL?. /i v', \ V | 'i irl ■’z P.i 


SONY CD MM HHf 

up to 3 CD*. WW 

Modal MHC771. Wfi 

was o»99: BU 

was £23939. 


ai 279 » 



SHARP 21* TV/VIdeo Package 

2Y Fastext TV with Remote Control 


■ 51cm visible screen size. 


Long Play Video with VideoPtus 

■ Auto tuning. 

■ Shuttle dial. Model 51AT1S7VCM24. 


VOUCHER PRICE 



A TOTAL Of 

tioo 


{399 


PRICE ^MULTIMEDIA PCs 
ATTACK SAVE £ 500 




PANASONIC 2 r TV/Vldeo P«j»g. 

21" Fastest TV with Remote Control 
5lon vblble sown size. 

PUK loogPtay Mw amyspwa 
V1dMWi»hVkNoPfc» VH jaa 
L on B Play facility MM|| 
incresoi recording lui| 
and playback time of tapes. . . . 

Model TTSnTNVHD 200 . wss £559. 

6 MOUTHS IWTBtEST HtEE OfTKIW* : 


PRICE CAMCORDERS 

ATTACKjSkW £ 120 


PRICE CLEANERS 
ATTACK SAVE £110 


'KIM' WORKSTATION 


ELECTROLUX 

_ 

1300 watt 
variable power. 
Model TANGO 1661. 

£00 


1 ■■» 




PR/CE ATTACK 


DYSON 

Antarctica Solo 
Dual Cydone 
Upright Cleaner 
Powerful 1300 watt 
motor. 

Model DCOI 
ANTARCTICA SOLO. 




HITACHI — 

•nun Cmooedar wHh 12 * Optical Zoom 
Remote control. 

Model VME1KV120. Vita £499-99. ' 

VOUCWRRtKX 











BUY X0W 
PAY UP TO •?“ 
12 ™ 
MONTHS 
LATER 


PACKARD BELL me 

PI 66MHz MMX™ Technology 
Multimedia PC 

■ Intel* 166MHz Pentium 6 Processor 
with MMX™ technology. 

■ 16Mb RAM. 

■ 2Gb hard drive. „ 

■ 8-speed CURRYS PRICE 

CD-fiOM drive. M M A 

Model 9018 HF'flfl 

Was £1799. # IBlUVI 

9 MONTHS HTBIEST f III T 

FRsopTTow LlVirkr 


»^5CQ 


pjpSSSSSra 


PRICE ATTACK 


PACKARD BELL 

PWtaW PTZOMtz HufthMdb Kutth Mstan 

■ SMbEDOn^Gb ^^HVSUCIWPWI 

■^ ,,o ”Hf1099 

■ Easy acsess buttons. Model 9003D. 

Was £459?. Was £1649. Was EUKl 

Was UVff. W*B £1249. mAtore Prica £ 1149 . 


SATELLITE SYSTEMS 
FROM e49 99 
SAVE eIOO 


y, r 



m V" ' I IUmJ 



Currys 



BRITAIN’S 

BIGGEST 

ELECTRICAL 

RETAILER 


All SiqMrstoni* offer easy parking, late night chopping and.Sunday opening. Ring 0181-200 0200 for details of yot» nearK* 

Written credit quotations from Cunys, Dept MK, Hemal Hempstead, Heps HP2 7TG. Currys are Gcehsed credit brokers, in-storafor delate ” orB * 
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jt is like Euston station or one great cocktail party. The noise is deafening 

Abbey hopes 
£4 entry fee 
will curb 
unholy din 

By Ruth Gledhhjl. religion correspondent 


WESTMINSTER Abbey is 
likely to introduce a E4 admis¬ 
sion charge next year to re¬ 
duce the growing crowds of 
tourists that threaten to de¬ 
stroy its spiritual atmosphere. 

The cathedrals of St Raul’s, 
Canterbury and Ely have al¬ 
ready introduced entry fees to 
raise funds, and other reli¬ 
gious attractions are consider¬ 
ing making the increasing 
number of visitors contribute 
ro their upkeep. 

Westminster Abbey, how¬ 
ever. is flush with funds. It is 
considering charges not to 
raise money but to help the 
hard-pressed dergy to keep 
control of their church and to 
reduce noise in what is intend¬ 
ed to be a place of prayer. 
Entrance to services would be 
free and there would be a 
plat* of prayer that worship¬ 
pers could otter at any time 
without charge. 

While other parts of the 
Church of England have seen 
a serious decline in numbers, 
the abbey is overrun with 
visitors almost daily. Canon 
Anthony Harvey, the archdea¬ 
con, said: “The abbey is rather 
like Euston station, or one 
great cocktail parly. The noise 
is deafening. At certain times, 
it has become dangerous.” 


St Paul’s. Ely and Canterbury 
have seen funds soar since 
they introduced charges for 
the millions of visitors who 
pass through their doors each 
year. Winchester. Wells and 
Salisbury, which do not have 
an explicit charge bur encour¬ 
age visitors to contribute with 
strategically placed signs and 
collection boxes, have also had 
a big rise in funds. 

An official decision has still 
to be made at Westminster, 
but a £4 charge for adults is 
expected to be introduced from 
Easter next year. 

Tourists already pay that 
sum to visit the abba’s Cha¬ 
pels Royal, and a £4 fee for 
members of tour groups was 
introduced last year. If the 
blanket charge were intro¬ 
duced, there would not be an 
additional fee for the Chapels 
Royal. 

Emma St John-Smlth, 
spokeswoman for the abbey, 
said: “We have not come to a 
conclusion yet. We have a 
huge overcrowding problem 
and something has got to be 
done. We have 2h million 
visitors each year, and that 
does not include service 
congregations. 

“In peak periods it is impos¬ 
sible to move across the nave. 



Tourists outside Westminster Abbey yesterday. About 2*i million people visit each year, often causing overcrowding 


We have somehow got to calm 
and quieten it down.” 

Charges for tour parries 
were introduced at the request 
of the tour operators, she said. 
This was because those that 
charged visitors more to allow 
them to see the entire abbey 
were being undercut by tour 
operators that offered a re¬ 
duced price to see only the 
nave and other free areas. The 
abbey, technically not a cathe¬ 
dral bur a Royal Peculiar, has 
charged for access to the 
Chapels Royal for centuries. 

Canon David Hutt, steward 
of Westminster, said: “A num¬ 
ber of working parties are 


looking at different aspects of 
the abbeys operation, and 
charging is one oprion. But we 
have a sound financial basis 
and this is not to do with 
creating revenue I have 
looked long and hard at 
Canterbury and Sr Paul's, and 
ar both of these cathedrals 
control has effectively been 
regained. Nobody warns ro 
charge people to come to 
church, but the reality is that 
90 per cent of our visitors 
come because it is on the 
tourist route and has signifi¬ 
cant monuments. Given pre¬ 
dictions of an increase, we 
have to do something." 


Dr John Moses, the new 
Dean of St Paul’s, said there 
were no plans to reverse the 
decision id charge visitors, 
made under his predecessor, 
the late Dr Eric Evans. 

The Very Rev Richard Lew¬ 
is. Dean of WeiLs and chair¬ 
man of the Deans and 
Provosts’ Conference, said: 
“Unless those who visit these 
wonderful places contribute to 
their upkeep, before very long 
they simply cannot continue in 
the way they do. The issue of 
haw to raise money from 
pilgrim tourists is on the 
agenda of almost every cathe¬ 
dral at present, and certainly 


those on the tourist trail.” 

The Very Rev Ray Fumell, 
Dean of York and chairman of 
the Association of English 
Cathedrals, is riot considering 
imposing charges on the two 
million annual visitors to York 
Minster. “It is a decision that 
each cathedral has to make in 
the tight of its financial situa¬ 
tion," he said. “1 personally 
would be loathe to charge, but 
can quite understand why 
there are those who do. This is 
not a subject that is currently 
on our agenda.” 
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Priest dies at altar 
during early Mass 


By A Staff Reporter 


A PRIEST has collapsed and 
died at die altar during an 
early morning Roman Catho¬ 
lic Mass. Canon "Laurence 
Hdlis. T^. was qpnsecraling 
the Host at die church of&ur 
Lady of the Rosary m Shottey 
Bridge, near Cunsett; Co 
Durham.,’ 

He officially retired six 
years ago but continued to 
assist at weekday Masses. 
Last year Canon Hollis met 
the Pope in Rome to celebrate 
his 50 years as a priest 

A colleague, the Rev Joseph 
Plumb, said: “He was not the 
sort of man who would have 
wanted to get old and frail 

“He was still a very busy 
man and popular in the area. 
He worked hard far the 
Church and I think this is the 
way he would have wanted to 
go." 

John Toner, a member of 
the congregation when Father 


Hollis collapsed, said: “He 
was blessing the Host one 
minute and then there was 
this awful bang. I looked up 
and he had fallen against the 
alter." • 

Paramedics tried to revive 
the canon and he was anoint¬ 
ed by colleagues before being 
taken to hospital, where he 
was confirmed dead. 

Churches have been asked 
to dedicate Masses to the 
canon. His funeral next week 
will be attended by the Right 
Rev Ambrose Griffiths, Bish¬ 
op of Hexham and Newcastle. 

More than 500 mourners 
are expected at the service, 
which will be held at the chief 
church of the parish. Our 
Blessed Lady Immaculate in 
Blackhill. Father Plumb has 
• charge of the parish while the 
parish priest the Rev John 
Kennedy, is in Ireland recov¬ 
ering from an operation. 


Pope makes 
appearance 
on Songs 
of Praise 

By Ruth Giedhrjl ■ 

POPE John Paul II is to 
deliver a special message to 
British television viewers on 
Easter Day in the first appear¬ 
ance by a pontiff on the BBC’s 
Songs of Praise. 

In . a recorded announce¬ 
ment from the Basilica of St 
Mary Major in Rome, the 
Pope will say: “I extend special 
greetings to the representa¬ 
tives of the BBC and to the 
viewers of Songs of Praise. 
May God fill your hearts with 
sentiments of joy and grati¬ 
tude towards our Creator.” 

St Mary Major has a con¬ 
gregation of 700, most of 
whom are British Christians 
of various denominations. It is 
the first time that Songs of 
Praise has visited Rome. 

Maurice Maguire, ihe pro- 



Pope will send Easter 
message from Rome 

ducer, said: “We were given 
special access to film the Pope 
visiting a parish in his home 
diocese — a rare opportunity 
for viewers to see him per¬ 
forming his duties as Bishop 
and Archbishop of Rome.” 

Pam Rhodes, the presenter, 
said that it had taken two 
years to arrange his appear¬ 
ance. "The amount of red tape 
involved is amazing and noth¬ 
ing about dealing with the 
Vatican is ever predictable." 
□ The Easter edition o/Songs 
of Praise is broadcast at 
5.45pm on March 30. 


Police recover stolen 
brass eagle lectern 


A BRASS eagle lectern worth 
£20.000 has been found three 
years after it was stolen from 
from St Katherine's Church in 
Exbuiy, Hampshire. It was 
recovered in Southampton by 
detectives investigating other 
alleged offences. 

The lectern, which was 
bought by a man in the city for 
£300, will have to remain at a 
police station for the present 
The Rev Teny Abemethy, 
rector of St Katherine’s, said 


that the insurance money 
from the stolen eagle had been 
spent on a new lectern, made 
from wood by a local crafts¬ 
man and churchgoer which, 
he said, suited the look of the 
church better. 

“Now 1 suppose the insurers 
will want their money bade. I 
cannot understand how any¬ 
one came to steal the eagle in 
the first place. It takes four 
men and a trolley to shift it 
even a couple of inches." 




Mystery of Easter 
drama should be 
sought in silence 


O ne of rhe early fathers 
of the Christian 
Church spoke of the 
death of Jesus as a mystery 
wrought in the silence of God. 
Here are words •- mystery 
and silence — which should 
properly inform the approach 
of Christian people as we 
enter once again upon the 
drama of Holy Week. 

The events of Holy Week 
are familiar, from the entry 
into Jerusalem to the Crucifix¬ 
ion. It is true that there comes 
a point as the srory unfolds 
when Jesus moves from activi¬ 
ty to passivity, from action to 
passion, as He hands Himself 
over. But the words that first 
suggest themselves 
as we read the story 
are movement, ac¬ 
tion. drama. 

It is the Church's 
task to set before us 
in its liturgy the 
whole drama of our 
redemption as it 
readies its climax 
in the events of 
Holy Week and 
Easter. What is re¬ 
quired of us as we 
approach these 
days is an aware¬ 
ness of the mystery 
of salvation and of 
the grace of silence. Mystery 
speaks of tilings that lie 
beyond our understanding. 
The Cross is the element of 
uncompromising and Ines¬ 
capable sacrifice at the heart 
of Christian faith. It defies 
rational explanation. 

It continues to speak, how¬ 
ever, to the brokenness, (he 
torment, of our world. It is in 
the wastelands of our experi¬ 
ence that we enter the dark¬ 
ness. It is there — and, 
perhaps, only there — that the 
Cross can speak of the wis¬ 
dom and the power of God. 

Silence speaks of the only 
response that faith can make. 
To wait upon God in silence is 
to pray. Indeed, it is the most 
profound, the most disturb¬ 
ing, prayer that can be of¬ 
fered. It is in the poverty, the 
emptiness of our disctpleship 
that we approach the mystery 
of salvation. Silence speaks of 
die necessity of waiting, of 
discerning, of receiving. 

Mystery and silence chall¬ 
enge our ways of believing, of 
praying, of responding. We 



John Moses 


are active, energetic pragmat¬ 
ic people We acknowledge 
the place that these words 
must have within the vocabu¬ 
lary or the Church, but there is 
something that holds us back. 
Is it the fear that we might 
lose control? 

Scripture reminds us that it 
is a terrible thing to fall into 
the hands of rhe living God. 
The imitation is to engage 
with the mystery, to enter the 
silence. But. yes. there is 
always the danger that we 
might actually be touched and 
changed by the events of 
Good Friday and Easter Day. 

There is. however, a ques¬ 
tion that must be asked not 
only of individuals 
but of the Church. 

Mystery and si¬ 
lence are not words 
that come immed¬ 
iately to mind 
where the vocabu¬ 
lary of contempo¬ 
rary church life is 
concerned. 

There is much in 
the life of the 
Church for which 
we can be pro¬ 
foundly grateful. 
There are patterns 
of worship and 
work — conscien¬ 
tious and participative — 
which take seriously both our 
understanding of the Church 
as the Body of Christ and our 
engagement with the world. 

But the saving events of our 
religion — the mysteries of 
faith — demand a response 
that is Fundamentally reflec¬ 
tive and contemplative in 
character. Mystery and si¬ 
lence must shape our ap¬ 
proach to Holy Week and 
Easter but they must also 
inform throughout the year 
our patterns and our styles of 
worship, our use of scripture. 
our teaching and our training 
programmes, our developing 
traditions of prayer. 

There is a growing aware¬ 
ness of the immense resources 
we possess within the life of 
tire Church. We live In a world 
where people are still able to 
recognise the authority of 
.mystery and the integrity of 
silence. Holy Week is a good 
time for new beginnings. 


□ Dr John Moses 
Dean of St Paul's 
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Instant Direct, the 
new instant access 
postal accoant from 
Alliance & Leicester. 
offers you some ol the 
most attractive interest 
rates currently mailable. Without faulty. And you don't hare ip go 
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Renewing your home insurance 
in March or April ? 


If you are 
50 or over, 
you could 
save with 
Saga - call 
us NOW 

You will know how expensive 
home insurance can be. 
Thankfully, if you are aged 50 
or over you can benefit from 
SAGA Home insurance - a 
superior household insurance 
that is only available to 
mature, responsible people 
like you. 

SAGA Home Insurance could 
offer you genuine savings 
over other policies, while 
giving you cover that fully 
protects your home and 
possessions. 

The Saga Price Promise 
If you find another comparable 
policy at a lower price within 
2 months of taking out 
SAGA Home Insurance, we 
will refund you the difference. 

SAGA 

Services Ltd 

bpStrfimUd. FREEPOST 731 
MWddfcorR Sqnn. FoOustUfe CT2A IAZ 



► Insurance cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost 

> Discounts Tor 
home security 

1 Free pen with your 
quotation 


Call us today 

For your free no 
obligation quote simply 
call us on the number 
below. We will be 
pleased to answer any 
questions you have on 
SAGA Horae Insurance. 

0800 

414525 

quoting reference 

TM3709 

I in* upM Moodnj u Friday 
H_Winn - 7 |*b. Saw rtays flam-1 pm 


Saga Service* Ltd would like to vend you intVwniation about other Saga 
products and services and may past, on vour tkiails In other Saga 
companies mr this 


And why not ask us about our competitive 
MOTOR INSURANCE 


Low Charges 

Our charges are amongst the lowest you can find and we do not 
penalise you when you change your contributions, this means more 


or your money goes into your pension. 


Top Past Peiiormance 

Eagie Star was awarded the top performance rating (AAeA) in a 
recent survey’ by accountants KPMG on the oast performance 


OUR pensions are 


of different companies 
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to grow 




Pensions by phone, call 
anytime on 0800 776666. 




For votir protection, yri:r call to Sagls Star may ts recorded. E?.g'e Star Lilt Assurance Company limited ;s cp ... . 

reauiated by the Persona! investment AutnOnd,'. information or advice will only so provided on sag!* Star Free act:;. Si 
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Bizarre return for 
troubled Mobutu 


ALEXANDRA JOE 





From Sam Kiiey 

IN KINSHASA 

THE return of Zaire’s President 
Mobutu collapsed into bizarre cha¬ 
os at Kinshasa's international air¬ 
port yesterday when civilian 
dignitaries and the military high 
command waiting to greet him were 
ordered off the tarmac. 

The incident intensified specula¬ 
tion that the ailing President had 
taken a turn for the worse on his 
seven-hour flight from France. 

Mr Mobutu, 66, who left Nice 
yesterday morning, failed to appear 
at the door of his DC8 after his 
limousine was driven to the steps of 
the aircraft. A handful of his 
entourage descended from the 
plane carrying shopping bags, but 
left the assembled welcoming parry 
to an unexplained, half-an-hour 
hiatus. 

The President's return had been 
billed by his supporters as an 
opportunity to end the political 



Mobutu at Nice airport 
before yesterday’s flight 

chaos which had engulfed the 
capital. Kinshasa, since a rebel 
uprising in the east last November. 
But at the airport there was no sign 
of the “father of the nation". His 
plane restarted its engines as the 
guard of honour was ordered to 


Britain may stage airlift 


By Michael Evans 

DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT 

BRITISH troops may be sent to 
Zaire to move nearly 500 Britons 
and Commonwealth citizens who 
have been caught up in the spread¬ 
ing civil war. 

Contingent plans are bong 
prepared which could involve de¬ 
ploying the short-notice “Spear¬ 
head" Battalion, now the Prince of 
Wales’s Own Regiment of York¬ 
shire. to establish an operational 
base from which to organise an 
evacuation. Foreign Office sources 
confirmed yesterday that a number 


of military options were being 
studied In case the situation in 
Zaire deteriorated rapidly. 

There are about 470 people who 
might need to leave Zaire. 310 of 
them with British passports and the 
rest Commonwealth citizens for 
whom the Foreign Office has 
consular responsibilities. Most are 
based in Kinshasa, but special 
arrangements might be necessary 
to help Britons in outlying regions 
to reach Kinshasa. 

France has sent troops and 
planes to Congo and Gabon, and 
the United States has also made 
contingency plans for nationals. 


shoulder arms and go away. Leon 
Kengo wa Dondo, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter. who is disputing his “removal" 
by a parliamentary vote, managed 
to maintain his composure when he 
was almost knocked to the ground 
by the honour guard, who scram¬ 
bled to leave the airport. General 
Mahele Lieko Bukonga the Chief of 
Staff, was just as unceremoniously 
told to leave Njili airport. 

At sunset there was still no proof 
that Zaire's leader, who has spent 
most of the last eight months in 
Europe being treated for cancer, 
had set foot in his home country. 
“He is clearly very ill. This is mosi 
mysterious." a member of his staff 
said. 

A source close to Mr Mobutu said 
last night that the President had 
arrived in Kinshasa but had not 
wanted to be seen being helped from 
his aircraft. The source said the 
President had been helped into his 
limousine, which drove from the 
airport through Kinshasa in a 
convoy that was jeered by onlook¬ 
ers. As a sign of high disrespect, 
they whistled and flicked the hacks 
of their hands and shouted support 
for Laurent Kabila, the rebel leader 
who has vowed to topple the 
President. 

Had Kinshasa nor been primed 
for violence with a civilian govern¬ 
ment voted out of office by a 
parliament under pressure from the 
military. Mr Mobutu's return 
would have been laughable. But the 
scenes could ignite anarchy. 

Members of the President's entou¬ 
rage admitted that his return was 
less an attempt to resolve Zaire's 
political crisis than an effort to buy 
time for his family to escape. "The 
reign of Mobutu is over in anything 
but name. There Ls nothing left that 
he can do." a family friend said. 
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A lorry driver clutches looted Zairean currency worth £125 which 
he was paid for carrying rebels to newly-conquered Kisangani 
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OUR MEMBERS PICKED UP AN EXTRA 

£1 MILLION 

PER WEEK. 

Did thoy win the tottery? Or was it the pools? No. They were customers of 
Bradford & Bingley. ; ;\ 

Because we’re a mutual building society, we don’t pay dividends to 
shareholders; We just offer great rates on sayings and mortgages. 

Rewards Today. Rewards Tomorrow- It& as simple as that. . 
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Written Quotafions for mortgages are avafeble by writing to Bradford & Bingtey Buftdfng Society. Main Street. Bfrjgtey, West Ybrisrtm BD16 2LW."Y&af" refers to finanaaJ year 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF$0U DO NOT KEEP UP RERAYMENTSON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 


Hitch over 
I Chinese 
garrison 

London: Britain and China 
failed to agree on arrange¬ 
ments for posting a Chinese 
garrison in Hong Kong ahead 
of the July I handover during 
talks between the two Govern¬ 
ments in London this week 
(Mark Henderson writes). 

Zhao Jffiua, the Chinese 
Ambassador, who represented 
Beijing at a meeting of the 
Sino-British joint liaison 
group, said yesterday that the 
impasse threatened, to disrupt 
a smooth handover. The size 
of the garrison and the date of 
its arrival in the colony remain 
at issue. 

Gore’s daughter 
to wed doctor 

Washington: Vice-President 
Al Gore’s oldest daughter. 
Karenna, is to marry Andrew 
Schiff, a New York doctor, in ( 
Washington in November 1 
(Bronwen Maddox ' writes). 
Karenna, 23. a Harvard grad¬ 
uate. works on the Internet 
magazine Slate. Mr Schiff, 31. 
is a Democrat although he 
comes from a wealthy Repub¬ 
lican banking family. 

Sri Lanka orders 
poll curfew 

Colombo: Sri Lanka declared 
a night curfew as sporadic 
violence and charges of rig¬ 
ging marred crucial local gov¬ 
ernment elections. A bomb 
blast injured at least 14 people 
near a polling booth in the 
town of Wennapuwa. while 
shootings and assaults were 
also reported. There were no 
deaths. (AFP) 

Priebke moved 
to monastery 

Frascati: Erich Priebke. 83, 
the German former SS cap¬ 
tain whose retrial for alleged 
Nazi war crimes begins next 
month, was moved from jail to 
house arrest in a Roman 
Catholic monastery here. He 
will be kept in a room with a 
bullet-proof glass window 
covered by bars. (Reuter) 

O J falls behind 
on mortgage 

New York: A mortgage com¬ 
pany has started foreclosure 
proceedings against OJ.- 
Simpson because he has 
missed $86,000 (£55,000) in 
payments on his Los Angeles 
mansion, the New York Post 
reported. He has three months 
to pay the sum. (Reuter) 

Reunion bash 

An f* Tdam: A mother. 63, 
and her daughter, estranged 
bumpedmto 


Marco 





his Fascist role 


From Richard Owen in rome 


GUGIiELMO MARCONI, 
normally thought of in his 
homeland as a national hero 
for his invention of radio, was 
an ardent Fascist who mis¬ 
used his genius in the service 
of the dictator. Benito Musso¬ 
lini. according to a book 
published here yesterday. _ 

Bom in 1374, Marconi emi¬ 
grated fo Britain, frustrated by 
his attempts to win recogni: 
tkm in Italy. He is nonetheless 
held up as an example^ of 
Italian enterprise who trans¬ 
mitted radio waves across the 
Straits erf Dover in 1899, and 
won the Nobel prize . for 
physics. 

However, in a book on 
Italian intellectuals in Britain 
between 1920 and 1940 Alfio 
Bemabei reveals that, in his 
late forties. Mar- 
coni became hon- _ _ - 

orary president .,6Ma 

of the London 
branch of Mus- unawi 

solini’S Black- he Wai 

shirts and “used . _ 

his invention to KCy DJ 

make personal. . t 

broadcasts in" L1Kr 
support of the move 

Duce” Un- ' - 

known to him. or 
the 1,500 members of the 
British branch. M15 was keep¬ 
ing a dose eye on Mussolini’s 
followers. 

Signor Bemabei, who has 
lived in London for more titan 
30 years and is the London 
correspondent of the left-wing 
daOy I'Unitd. says archives in 
the - Public Records- Office 
show that Marconi was one of 
the first Italian intellectuals to; • 
congratulate Mussolini when 


■C Many are. 
unaware feat 
he was such a 
key figure in- 
theiFasdst 7 
movement!) 


words: “In the golden boofexL 
those who were among;Hg 
first to side with Fascism, 
there are no names nw e 
significant and illustrious- 
than those of Mussolini and 
Marconi" 

Marconi organised If 
- Blackshirt Gaia” at the Sayey- 
_Hotel to celebrate his appeani^ 
man, attended by leafing 
figures' from London spotty.; 
He arranged far a live wages* 
link with Rome at midnights® 
his guests could be greeted by 
the Duce personally. ; ; 

"In 1932 Marconi nu&fc/a 
b roadcas t in .English,. French'. 

and German appealing , to 
"men of thought and artists all 
■over the world to visit Rttneto 
experience’at first hand die !, 
achievements of the Fascist 
; . ' '■ Revolution". He - 

- supported Muss- 
ly are .- - DUni's invasion ; 

rp tViat -“ of Ethiopia.- 
re tnai describing:Edi»v 

such a plans as^ -dark l 

tangle of tribes*; > 
ure rn. -’t. • who would be ^v ,; 
icriict • -fit from thf 

.very.. figfari w 
lent 5 ■■'••• lollm 

against Italy as “criminal"'. ?,4‘ 
Signor Bemabei saida“^cdf 
of sflencsT had 
owt Marconi’s ^ 

“Marconi’s ; Fascist~tynq»- * 
-'dues'.-are- sometimes - ipw - 
tinned, bur many Italians fold 
foreigners - , are unaware that 
die great inventor was such a 
key figure fo the Fascist hoove-, ”• 
merit,” SignorTSerhabei said. 
Marconi died in Rtxne in f 


became to power fo 1922. N at" 1937. GEC-Marconi. which 
long after — when Mussolini i owns his archive, caused up- 


was flexing his muscles by 
briefly occupying Corfu — 
Marconi applied for party 
membership, dedaring his 
“full and unconditional sup¬ 
port" for Mussolini’S “patriot¬ 
ic and energetic” policies. In 
April. 1927, he became head of 
the British branch of the 
Italian Fascist Party. 

Signor Bemabei ”5 research¬ 
es show that, when Marconi 
became president of the Brit¬ 
ish branch, his fellow Black¬ 
shirts greeted him -with the 


rbar in January when it’ an- 
. -nourtced that itwas selling the - 
papers thrctoghChristK’srioff 
raontiL Princess Eleftra Mar- 
com-Gtovanelli, them venter's 
daughter.-Wholives in Rome; 
launched -a campaign - last- 
month to stop tiie Saifor -.. „ ... 

Cl Italian, Exiles and jmnti- 
grantsmthe United Kingdom 
1920-1940 ('Esuli ed Emigrati 
Italiani nel Regno Unito 1920: 
1940") is published in Italian 
by Ugo Mursia Editors. Mi¬ 
lan. price. £930. 
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GugUelmo Marconi, revered as an inventor and hero 
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Freedom hope for 
Briton as Papua 
mercenaries leave 


ByNoel Pascoe in row Moresby. Roger Maynard in 


■AW 


British leader of the 
foreign mercenaries in Papua 
| New Guinea is likely to be 
freed today after Brigadier- 
General Jerry Singirok. the 
dismissed military chief 
agreed to let him go. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Tim 
Spicer, formerly of the Scots 
Guards, who was once mili¬ 
tary assistant in Bosnia to 
General Sir Michael Rose, is 
due to be handed over to Bob 
Low, the British High Com¬ 
missioner in Port Moresby. 

The mercenaries were 
hired by the Papua New 
Guinea Government on a 
reported £20 million contract 
to help to quell a rebellion an 
the island of Bougainville. 
They were detained earlier 
this week by General 
Singirok. who called for the 
overthrow of the Prime Minis¬ 
ter. His sacking led to riots 
and looting in Ptart Moresby. 


As the deal was struck 
™j* w * en General Singirok and 
Mr Low. the sacked defence 
chief issued another ultima¬ 
tum to Sir Julius Chan, the 
Prime Minister. He told him 
to step down by Tuesday or 
face a parliamentary vote of 
confidence. 

In Canberra, John Howard, 
the Australian Prime Minis¬ 
ter, confirmed that troops had 
been placed on a higher state 
of readiness in case the situa¬ 
tion in Port Moresby deterio¬ 
rated. He emphasised that the 
Australians were not prepar¬ 
ing to help the Papua New 
Guinea police to restore peace, 
but he did not rule out the 
possibility that they could be 
used to evacuare Australians if 
necessary. 

Sixty mercenaries, hired by 
Sir Julius to train the Papua 
New Guinea Defence Force to 
end the nine-year secessionist 



A supporter of sacked General Singirok threatens 
an opposing soldier in Port Moresby yesterday 


SYDNEY AND MICHAEL EVANS 

Bougainville rebellion, left the 
country for Hong Kong yester¬ 
day to the sound of jeers and 
insults from demonstrators. 

The hiring of ihe soldiers, 
contracted by London-based 
Sandline International, pro¬ 
voked the confrontation be¬ 
tween Sir Julius and General 
Singirok, who objected to for¬ 
eigners getting involved in 
fighting the Bougainville 
rebels. 

The farmer defence chief 
yesterday released details of 
the CIS million contract with 
Sandline International. He 
was involved in the 
negotiations. 

He said the mercenaries 
would have been used as 
frontline fighters in Bougain¬ 
ville and not merely as instruc¬ 
tors. as the Prime Minister 
had stated. 

The demonstrators who 
gathered at the airport to see 
off the mercenaries had as¬ 
sumed that Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nel Spicer, the chief executive 
of Sandline International, was 
among them. 

However, die company later 
said that he was still being 
held. The High Commissioner 
succeeded in speaking on the 
telephone to Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nel Spicer yesterday, although 
he was not allowed to see him. 

Earlier, demonstrators 
gathered outside the British 
High Commission Jo voice 
their opposition to the merce¬ 
naries. Mr Low reassured 
them that the force was ieav 
ing. Port Moresby was rela¬ 
tively quiet after police put up 
roadblocks around the town to 
stop rioters. 


Albanians stop short of 
declaring breakaway state 




ALBANIA’S southern rebels 
yesterday stopped' short .of 
dedaring an mdependent re¬ 
public, staving-off the coun¬ 
try’s slide towards a north- 
south conflict 

Sources dose to the rebels’ 
leader, Aghn Gcahita, said a 
meeting of southern leaders 
had reiterated the demand for 
President Bertsha’s resigna¬ 
tion. They also said that the 
post of President should be 
replaced by a presidential 
council. However, there was 
no mention of military action 
against the north, and the 
rebel council said it recognised 
the government of Bashkim 
Fine, the Prime Minister, on 
condition that he formally 
distances himself from the 
President The council also 


From Tom Walker in Tirana 

demanded that Mr Berisha’s 
grip on the media be broken 
and that stale television be put 
under the control of the new 
Government 

There was no official reac¬ 
tion to the meeting yesterday 
in Tirana, but sources in the 
Government applauded the 
rebels’ conciliatory tone. “It’s 
a step forward.” said one 
opposition chief of Cabinet. 
"You cannot interpret this in 
any way as being an attempt 
to create an autononxous 
southern republic." However, 
much of the Albanian political 
class in Tirana is sceptical 
about how representative the 
rebel committee in the south, 
and its northern counterpart, 
are. “There is an influence of 
people who haw lost money. 
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then there are foreign, mainly 
Greek, interests, and finally 
you have army officers." said 
Zef Preri, of the Albanian 
Centre for Economic Re¬ 
search. He said the danger of 
a Greek minority-inspired 
breakaway republic was very 
much alive. 

□ Orphans moved: The child¬ 
ren rescued from Elbasan 
were yesterday moved to a 
block of flats near the British 
Embassy in Tirana, where 
they are being looked after by 
Mike and Judy Smith, their 
British “Home or Hope” 
guardians. 

An embassy spokesman 
said the orphans were in good 
spirits, and had recovered 
from the shock of their dra¬ 
matic midnight drive to safety. 

Residents 

averted 

nuclear 

disaster 

By Tom Walker 

HUNDREDS of Albanian 
looters are ai large with 
radioactive military materi¬ 
als, oblivious of the threat to 
iheir own health and posing a 
new problem for Italian au¬ 
thorities struggling to deal 
with the refugee influx. 

Robert Kushe. the director 
of the Albanian institute for 
Nuclear Physics, said yester¬ 
day that a nuclear disaster in 
the northern suburbs of Tira¬ 
na was averted last week only 
by the vigilance of local 
residents, who fought off 
drunken gangs intent on ran¬ 
sacking the institute. 

The building's central lab¬ 
oratory contains a lead-pro¬ 
tected pencil of the radioactive 
isotope caesium 137. “Any 
person who would have taken 
this would have been dead 
within minutes, but the big¬ 
gest potential danger was 
fire." Mr Kushe said. "The 
lead would have melted and 
the whole area around would 
have been contaminated." 

When looters arrived at the 
institute last Thursday night, 
local residents who knew of 
its deadly contents sprang to 
the rescue. Perparim Bastari, 
who lives near by, “We told 
them they would kill them¬ 
selves and they didn't believe 
us. But wc had enough guns 
and we were strong.” 

Elsewhere, looters of mili- 
taiy barracks and stores have 
made off with an unknown 
quantity of Soviet and Chi¬ 
nese-made radiometers, con¬ 
taining dangerous quantities 
of the isotopes cobalt 60 and 
strontium 85. "Anyone with 
one of these in his pocket has 
a problem," Mr KCAhe said. 


Tobacco 
firms act 
to silence 
research 

From Tom Rhodes 

IN WASHINGTON 

AMERICA’S biggest tobacco 
firms, backed by Wall Street, 
last night launched a counter¬ 
offensive against a rival’s 
promise to release health re¬ 
search that could jeopardise 
the $50 billion f£3J.4 billion) 
American industry. 

The Liggett Group, the 
smallest or the five big tobac¬ 
co companies and the maker 
.of Chesterfield, announced a 
settlement with 22 stales on 
Thursday in which it admit¬ 
ted. for the first time, that 
smoking was addictive, 
caused heart disease, cancer 
and lung-related illnesses. 
Most importantly, the com¬ 
pany agreed to provide evi¬ 
dence of meetings between 
industjy lawyers that It 
claimed would prove tobacco 
firms had long known of the 
dangers of nicotine and still 
continued to market ciga¬ 
rettes to underage smokers. 

The four other big manu¬ 
facturers ~ which include 
Philip Moms, the maker of 
Marlboro: and Brown and 
Williamson, a subsidiary of 
Britain’s BAT Industries — 
have already obtained a ten- 
day restraining order in 
North Carolina. They were 
said yesterday to be seeking 
further injunctions. 

The companies denounced 
the deal, under which Liggett - 
settled smoking related health 
claims by paying $25 million 
and a quarter of its pretax 
profits over the next 25 years. 
The other four firms issued a 



Shock tactics: a poster used by Stivoro, a Dutch foundation that promotes 
healthcare initiatives, to discourage young people from taking up smoking 


statement in which they said it 
was an effort by Bennett 
JLeBow, Liggetfs owner, to 
salvage the fortunes of his 
insolvent company. Despite 
an immediate impact on 


stocks. Wall Street analysts 
also dismissed the Liggett 
deal as an event with little 
significance for the industry. 
However. Al Gore, the Vice- 
President. welcomed the ac¬ 


cord as “an historic victory for 
the American people". 

“This is a media event and 
has no relation to the rest of 
the industry,” said Jack Max¬ 
well, an industry analyst 


Advance 
in early 
detection 
of cancer 

From Bronwen Maddox 

IN WASHINGTON 

AMERICAN scientists have 
identified key chemical 
changes in the body which 
promise dramatic improve¬ 
ments in the detection of colon 
and skin cancers and may 
rransfotm their treatment. 

The "landmark" findings by 
two research teams, reported 
in this week’s edition of Sci¬ 
ence, could have a huge im¬ 
pact on public health. Colon 
cancer is the third most com¬ 
mon cancer among Ameri¬ 
cans, while rates of 
melanoma, a skin cancer, are 
increasing due to sunburn. 

Both teams report they have 
pinpointed the unusual behav¬ 
iour of a protein as one of the 
main reasons why normal 
cells become cancerous. "We 
believe this is the major initiat¬ 
ing event," Kenneth Kinzler of 
Johns Hopkins Oncology 
Centre, one of the oo-authors 
of the three papers, said. 

A cell becomes a cancer 
when its genetic material has 
become so mutated, either 
through inherited defects or 
outside factors such as diet, 
that it behaves abnormally. 
Scientists have searched for 
years for a chemical sign of 
that turning point In colon 
cancer, they have found that 
this critical level of mutation 
occurs when there are changes 
in the relative levels of three 
proteins in colon cells. 

This sequence of chemical 
changes may be present in as 
much as 90 per cent of all 
cases of colon cancer. 
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Israel says Arafat gave 
go-ahead to bombers 


From Christopher Walker 

IN JERUSALEM 

THE Israeli Prime Minister. 
Binyamin Netanyahu, was 
last night under pressure from 
members of his ruling coali¬ 
tion to abandon peace talks 
with die Palestine Liberation 
Organisation after a devastat¬ 
ing Islamic suicide bomb 
ripped through a crowded Tel 
Aviv coffee shop. 

Within hours of the blast, 
members of Tsomet. led by 
Rafael Eitan. a former army 
chief of staff, and the National 
Religious Party — two key 
members of the right-wing 
government—were calling for 
what little talking was still 
going on to be halted. 

The bomb was planted by a 
20-year-old Hamas member 
from a village near Hebron in 
the occupied West Bank. 
Numbed residents of Tel Aviv 
recalled that last year another 
suicide bomber had struck 
during the festive Purim holi¬ 
day, killing 13 people. “It 
seems that in one year nothing 
has changed.” said one youth. 

Mr Netanyahu went into 
talks with security chiefs to 
plan Israel's reaction after he 
blamed the Palestine Author¬ 
ity led by Yassir Arafat for 
encouraging the bombers. The 
Prime Minister said: “We hold 
the authority responsible for 
giving the green light and we 
shall decide on the necessary 
action to defend ourselves.” 

Hanan Ashrawi, a leading 
Palestinian minister, was 
asked if there was still a peace 
process with Israel. “It is very 
hard to tell if there is one.” she 
replied. “ILis on its death bed. 

] hope there is enough will to 
try to save ft.” 

To date, die peace deal 
signed in 1993 between the 
PLO and Yitzhak Rabin. Isra¬ 
elis late Labour Prime Minis¬ 
ter, has proved remarkably 
resilient despite repeated early 
obituary notices. However, 
after the carnage in Tel Aviv 
yesterday and violent riots in 
Hebron, its chances of surviv¬ 
al now appears slim. 

Yesterday’s bomber who 
stared at his victims before 
detonating his duffle-bag 
bomb stuffed with nails came 
from an area still under Israeli 
military control. Members of 
Mr Netanyahu's 18-member 
cabinet have advocated a 
number of harsh measures, 
including the expulsion of the 
extended families of suicide 
bombers and helicopter com¬ 
mando raids into Palestinian- 
held areas to kidnap known 
Islamic leaders. 

Palestinian leaders had said 
repeatedly that Mr 
Netanyahu’s decision last 
Tuesday to send tile bulldozers 
to start building a settlement 
at Har Homa in annexed east 
Jerusalem for 32,000 Jews 


would spark widespread vio¬ 
lence. Asked whether thar 
move might have cunrributed 
to the attack. Mr Netanyahu 
snapped: ”1 find that line of 
questioning obnoxious and 
immoral.” 

One of those who saw the 
full horror of the lunchtime 
attack which left the palm- 
shaded coffee house a mass of 
charred fumirure. half-eaten 
meals and bodies dotted 
among pools of blood was 
Shabtai Levanda. IS. who had 
just returned from a party 
celebrating Purim. the festival 


marking the salvation of Jews 
from the genocide in ancient 
Persia. 

"1 vaw one woman lying on 
the ground with her hair on 
fire. Another lady had lost a 
hjnd. There was a baby on the 
ground and much blood. It 
was humble, terrible." he 
said, still in a state of shock- “I 
knew something like this was 
going to happen. The peace 
process is going nowhere. 
Nothing is happening.” 

Mr \elanyahu. who 
ordered 3n immediate closure 
ol the West Bank and Gaza. 



An Israeli soldier runs with his uniform on fire from 
a petrol bomb thrown by Palestinian youths 
rioting in Hebron. Israeli troops responded by 
firing into the crowd protesting over Har Homa 


Bulldozers push peace to the edge 


By Christopher Walker 

THE Middle East peace pro¬ 
cess was last night hanging by 
a thread so slender that any 
further thoughtless action by 
Israel or the Palestinians 
could sever it for good. 

If anything is predictable at 
all in the turbulent region, it 
was almost a certainty that 
yesterday would be marked 
by bloodshed. The Palestin¬ 
ian leadership, enraged by 
Israel’s dispatch this week of 
bulldozers to build a huge 
Jewish settlement in annexed 
east Jerusalem, had called for 
widespread protests. 

The depth of animosity 
among the Palestinians and 
the Arab world was summed 
up by tire Egyptian paper al- 
Ahram. The construction of 
the Har Homa settlement 
represents both a violation of 
the peace accords and a 
criminal destruction of a bib¬ 
lical landscape,” it said. 

Hanan Ashrawi a leading 
Palestinian minister, was 
quick to point out yesterday 
that the leadership had re¬ 
peatedly given warnings of 
the poisoning effect of Israel’s 

“irresponsible policies” on the 
Palestinian mood. 

' The same view was ex¬ 
pressed only 48 horns before 
tile Tel Aviv explosion by 
Nahum Bamea. Israel’s lead¬ 
ing columnist who lost a son 
in one of last year’s Islamic 
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suicide-bomb attacks in Jeru¬ 
salem. Of the derision by 
Binyamin Netanyahu, the 
Prime Minister, to proceed 
with the Har Homa settle¬ 
ment in the face of interna¬ 
tional condemnation, Mr Bar- 
nea said: “Yesterday's 
bulldozer could easily turn 
into tomorrow’s terror at¬ 
tack." He added: “The con¬ 
frontation at Har Homa was 
not bom out of sensitivity to 
the bousing needs in Jerusa¬ 
lem, but out of excessive 
politics. The right wing pres¬ 
sured Netanyahu bant Given 
the choice between the contin¬ 
uation of the peace process 
and the continuation of the 
Government, Netanyahu pre- 


. Ashrawi: leadership 
warned Israel 

ferred Government He can¬ 
not be blamed for it Yet it is 
difficult to praise.” 

Even as ambulance sirens 
were writing along the leafy 
boulevards of Tel Aviv. Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders were 
mouthing their 

condemnations. 

The Palestinians pointed 
out that they had given 
warnings even before the 
bulldozers started to cut turf 
on the pine-studded hills ide 
that the Har Homa project 
would create an “explosion”. 
Their standpoint is that Har 
Homa is more than a simple 
settlement: fo500 homes, ho¬ 
tels and industrial parks will 
bufld an Israeli ring of con¬ 


crete around Jerusalem, cut¬ 
ting off fee holy dty from the 
occupied West Bank. 

Mr Netanyahu was equally 
justified in reminding the 
world that he had issued 
warnings in the face of Ameri¬ 
can denials that Yassir Arafat, 
the Palestine Authority Presi¬ 
dent had given the “green 
light" to extremists from Ha¬ 
mas and Islamic Jihad to 
resume their suicide attacks. 
He made his point dear in a 
letter to President Clinton 
which appeared in tire Tel 
Aviv daily Yediot Aharonot 
hours before the explosion. 

“Arafat talks about ’sponta¬ 
neous’ responses on the part 
of the Palestinian public, but 
we know be controls what 
transpires on the ground. 
This means more than the 
encouragement of demonstra¬ 
tions. There is conclusive evi¬ 
dence attesting to collabor¬ 
ation with the Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad.” he writes. 
m His “Dear BBT letter adds: 
“As part of this co-operation, 

Arafat released 120 terrorists, 

including the notorious Ibra¬ 
him Makadma {a well-known 
Hamas commander]. This 
was at variance with an 
explicit American warning 
against such releases. The 
freeing of such ’military’ lead¬ 
ers from Hamas is tanta¬ 
mount to giving a green light 
to terror. The act prompts the 
collapse of die peace process." 


Delhi steps up war on traffic pollution 


From Christopher Thomas 
IN DELHI 

POLLUTION and road chaos, the two 
defining characteristics of modern Delhi, 
are bring tackled in an intensive police 
drive. 

The Indian Government has set an 
April 15 deadline for vehicles in the capital 
to get a pollution-check certificate. Cars, 
scooters and lorries Without a sticker will 
not be allowed to buy petrol after that 
dale. 

More than 200.0CX) owners of cars and 
scooters visited 218 pollution control 
stations across the dty this week to get the 
certificate, a Delhi Transport Ministry 
official said. 


is officially put at 7300. and the carnage 
on India’s roads is the world’s worst at 
60,000 deaths a year. 

Without drastic action, pollution could 
make the dty all fait uninhabitable in’a 
decade. It ls already one of the world’s 
foulest places, and the River Yamuna, 
once the city's pride, is little more than a 
sewer — and no amount of purification 
can make the water folly safe for 
drinking. This realisation is causing near 
panic among the city's educated upper 
dasses. who have turned to expensive 
bottled water. Rajendra Gupta, Delhi’s 
Transport Minister, said: The mounting 
pollution level is... leading to the birth of 
premature and even deformed babies." 

TV/o miUioa of#he 1& million vehicles 
on Delhi’s roads afe two-wheelers, which 


The annual deafetoU from air pollution on Delhi’s roads a& two-wheelers, 
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caure the greatest pollution because of 
inefficient twostroke engines. Hie boom¬ 
ing car and scooter Industries follow lax 
standards for exhaust emissions, and fee 
problem is exacerbated by the use of low- 
qualfty fuel. Unleaded petrol has only 
re^jtly arrived, but few people use it 
Pohce have been instructed to impound 
P^uung vehides. bur sceptics wonder 
wither the crackdown wib work because 
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preventing 12 million Pales¬ 
tinians from reaching Israel 
proper, was expected to order 
other retaliatory measures. 
“Whoever thinks that those 
who kill children will frighten 
us does not know us." he said 
"We will deal with these 
murderers, each and every 
one of them." 

Visiting the wounded in 
hospital, he added: "The 
army's security branches had 
given a warning that terrorist 
organisations understood that 
they got a green tight from the 
Palestine Authority and to my 
sorrow, rr has became dear 
that they were right and the 
terrorist organisations on the 
strength of that greentight 
acted' 

“I want to say also that the 
Palestine Authorty did not do 
a thing, or half a thing to 
refute that understanding and 
therefore it bears very heavy 
responsibility.” 

Western diplomats noted 
feat recently Tzahi Hanegbi. 
his Justice Minister, hinted in 
a widely-applauded speech 
that if violence erupted among 
Palestinians. Mr Arafat could 
be sent into exile again or even 
assassinated. The PLO leader 
telephoned President 
Weizman to denounce the Td 
Aviv attack. 

D Helsinki: President Clinton 
condemned the bombing, but 
emphasised thar the Palestine 
Authority under Mr Arafat 
was doing everything ft could 
to fighr terrorism (Richard 
Beestbn writes). 

“Once again an act of terror 
has brought death and injury' 
to the people of Israel." the 
American leader said during a 
press conference after ins 
summit meeting wife Presi¬ 
dent Yeltsin. T condemn it, 1 
extend my deepest sympathy 
to fee families of those who 
were killed or injured. There is 
no place for such acts of terror 
and violence in the peace 
process." 

He issued a wanting that i 
Mr Arafat should not be held 
accountable. “There must be ] 
absolutely no doubt in fee j 
minds of the friends or ene- j 
mies of peace thar fee Pales¬ 
tine Authority is unalterably 
opposed to terror and unalter¬ 
ably cOTimitted to preventing 
such acts. This is essentia] to 
building meaningful and last¬ 
ing peace and 1 will do all I can 
to achieve that." 

A White House official ac¬ 
companying President Clinton 
said: “We are all saddened to 
learn of this explosion. We all 
know that the way to make 
progress is nor through vio¬ 
lence, but through working 
together- Our thoughts are 
now with fee victims of feeTd 
Aviv attack and their 
families." 

Leading artide, page 25 
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Eighty years have not tamed Verdun killing fields 


Greatest battle 
of attrition in 
history still 
claims victims 

From Ben Macintyre 

IN VERDUN 

$ MORE than 80 years after the 
guns fell silent at Verdun the 
death toll from that epic First 
World War slaughter contin¬ 
ues to mount, for beneath the 
former battlefield lies an im¬ 
mense arsenal of rusting bur 
unexploded shells. 

Last month two men were 
killed when they found and 
apparently tampered with a 
live bomb, one of millions left 
over from the Battle of Verdun 
in 1916. A dozen others have 
died in the same way over the 
past five years after stumbling 
across intact shells, grenades 
and gas bombs, the grim post¬ 
script to a terrible mutual 
massacre. 

On February 21, 1916, the 
German Army launched its 
assault on the French lines at 
Verdun with a massive artil- 
lery attack, “an intense nine- 
W hour bombardment, unpre¬ 
cedented in warfare", in the 
words of the British historian. 
Martin Gilbert. 

Over the next nine months 
the deadlocked armies hurled 
23 million shells at one 
another. “Their bombardment 
is infernal ... one French 
officer recorded. 

In the first month German 
soldiers died at die rate of one 
every 45 seconds, but the 
French troops were killed even 
faster as the Kaiser’s generals 
tried time and again to break 
through and march on Paris. 

More than 650,000 soldiers 
perished at Verdun, “the 
greatest battle of attrition in 
^ history^, in a conflict that has 
left behind not only an eternal 
memorial to die pointless hor¬ 
ror of war but also a fantastic • 
quantity of explosives. 

At least one fifth of the shells 
fired at Verdun, roughly 45 
million separate explosives, 
did not detonate but vanished 
from sight into the soft earth, 
taking their, murderous pay- 
loads with them. . 

“We will never, ever, be able 
to make this place safe," says 
Henry B£lot, the head of the 
Metz-based bomb disposal 
squad whose daunting job it is 
_ to find intact munitions in the 
battlefields of northern 
France, defuse them, destroy 
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Verdun, 1916: the war to end all wars has left shells, grenades and gas bombs, the grim postscript to a terrible mutual massacre among the French and the Germans 


them or, in the case of chemi¬ 
cal weapons, store them until 
international law decides their 
fate. 

Last year alone M BeJoi and 
his team collected a staggering 
130 tonnes of unexploded ord¬ 
nance: small anti-personnel 
missiles, massive French 
“220” cannon shells weighing 
4001b apiece, phosgene and 
mustard gas canisters. Every 
ploughed field turns up a fresh 


crop of bombs, ewry freeze 
and thaw sends shells burrow¬ 
ing buck to the surface.^ the 
locals say. 

“If they could be left to rot. 
there would be little danger. 
But people collect them, carry 
them home, put them in their 
gardens for children to play 
with or try ro take them 
apart." M Belot says. “These 
things don't go off on their 
own. Every year someone is 


killed. They don’t know what 
they arc doing.” 

At the livid purple scars on 
M Belofs neck attest, the 
weapons are fickle enemies 
even for the most experienced 
dimineur. A former army 
explosives expert, M Bfilot has 
himself been gassed three 
rimes handling the canisters. 

In a single morning this 
week, the latter-day sappers 
collected more than 40 shells 


from the fields around the tiny 
village of ChampneuviUe, 
once the heart of the Verdun 
battlefield. Whenever the vil¬ 
lagers find shells, drey call out 
M BGlot and his team. If the 
munitions are considered too 
dangerous to move, they are 
exploded on the spot but 
usually they are loaded on to 
the back of a lorry, taken to an 
army base and blown up. 

“We find them all the time," 


says Jean-Pierre Du beaux. 
Mayor of ChampneuviUe. 
“But in the summer the tour¬ 
ists come, looking for souve¬ 
nirs.” M Du beaux recalls that 
he once came across a party of 
German holidaymakers load¬ 
ing three French 155 shells into 
the back of their Mercedes, 
parked next to the village 
petrol pump. 

The latest casualties of the 
battle were two non-commis¬ 


sioned officers from a helicop¬ 
ter regiment who had appar¬ 
ently wandered off the path 
through a wood and come 
across some shells. “We still 
don’t know exactly what they 
were doing," M Belot shrugs 
glumly. 

~ The torrent of artillery un¬ 
leashed at Verdun literally 
saturated the landscape at the 
rate of one bomb tor every 
square yard, reducing nine 



individual villages to mud and 
sowing the ground with metal 
and explosive. About 24.000 
acres were declared high- 
danger zone rouge — a colour 
chosen, according to M 
Du beaux, to commemorate 
“all the blood that was spilt”. 
In 1923 the French Govern¬ 
ment began to reafforest much 
of the land. "But when people 
leave the paths, that’s when 
they face most danger." says 
M Belot. 

Shells and gas are not the 
only danger. At the end of the 
war. entrances to the network 
of underground tunnels built 
by both sides were covered 
over and tiieir exact location 
often forgotten. “The wood has 
rotted." says M Du beaux, 
pointing to a hole that was 
once, he says, the entrance to 
an underground field hospital. 
“Fall into one of those and 
you’ll stay there.” 

Looking out over the tran¬ 
quil green fields of Verdun, it 
is hard to imagine this as the 
setting for killing and heroism 
on such a scale, ft was here 
that General Philippe Retain 
declared “they shall not pass", 
and here, too, that the young 
Charles de Gaulle was taken 
prisoner. 

Verdun is to the collective 
memory of France what the 
Somme is to Britain: a monu¬ 
ment. a scar and a warning. 

At the end of the day, the 
sappers* lorry bumps off down 
the track through Champ- 
neuviile. with more than half a 
tonne of earth-caked explo¬ 
sives in the back, enough to 
reduce this village to the same 
razed state it was left in at the 
end of 1916. 

As Alistair Horne has writ¬ 
ten: “Neither side “won’ at 
Verdun. It was the indecisive 
battle in an indecisive war; the 
unnecessary battle in an un¬ 
necessary wan the battle that 
had no victors, in a war that 
had no victors.” 

The death and injury that 
still stalks Verdun today may 
be an apt symbol of that 
bloody futility, a powerful 
reminder that the destruction 
wrought by the war to end all 
wars is not quite over. 
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Sapper Laurent Flaunder, left, carries a 991b shell to safety in the village of ChampneuviUe as M Belot wearing a gas mask, checks a couple of others found this week 
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Pension. 


Life. 


ITS a recurring nightmare. It 
wont go away. 

You’re living on the basic slate 
pension. 


Every week is the same. 

You have just £61 for everything. 
It's not even £9 a day: 

You’ve given up your car. New 
clothes. Holidays. \bur pet. 

You don’t go out 

The heating is turned down. But 
you stifl cant manage. 

You can’t go without food. 

Or without paying your bills. 

Is this how life is going to be? 
Forever? 

There’s no way out of the 
nightmare. 

You do the right thing and arrange a personal pension of your own. 
No-one else is going to do it fra: you. 

A Personal Retirement Account from Sunline could be ideal for you. 
It is extremely flexible. You can save an amount to suit you, either monthly or 
annually. \bu can increase or decrease your contributions at any time, and you can 
take a break from paying into your pens on. 

Additionally, you can take your Plan with you ifyou change jobs. 

Phone Sunline on the number below for your free information pack and a 
personalised projection of the pension you could build for yourselE To help us to 
help you, we’ll askyoua few questions-and therels no obligation. 


Call Sam to 8pm weekdays, 1 lam to 6pm weekends. 

0345 322 223 

ww-sunline. co. uk 
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Clinton determined not to be pushed around by Russia in Finland 


Clinton: a sitting target 
for cartoonists 


From Michael Binyon 

IN HELSINKI 

T HE wheelchair summit, as 
even American offi cials are 
now calling it. is giving 
President Clinton's image-makers 
an impossible task. 

How can they keep the cartoon¬ 
ists and their metaphors at bay? 
How can they stop President 
Yeltsin from trying to push his 
ailing rival not only around the 
world stage; but also around the 
corridors where they are meeting? 

It is bad enough that all talk of 
Mr Clinton standing tall striding 
forward or marching shoulder to 
shoulder with the Russian leader 
has to be banned; the Americans 


also decided that they would not 
allow their man to be pictured 
sitting down while Mr Yeltsin 
towered above him. The cameras 
were therefore not allowed into the 
degant presidential residence by 
the Baltic until both men were in 
their chairs. 

Whether Boris really offered to 
push Bill's chair is undear. But 
there was a heated pre-summit 
discussion among the American 
minders and diplomats. “Absolute¬ 
ly not" a senior figure was heard to 
say. “It’s completely out of the 
question." The defensive note never 


quite escaped officials. "The Presi¬ 
dent continues to enjoy the realities 
of adjusting to summitry in a 
wheelchair," Mike McCuny, the 
White House spokesman, an¬ 
nounced, po-faced, yesterday. 

Mr Clinton was not feeling his 
best in any case after his night at the 
intercontinental hotel “I had a 
terrible night." he told Mr Yeltsin. 
“I thought you’d hired an extra 
large Finn to jump up and down on 
the ceiling above my roan." 

The problem, it turned out, was 
simpler but no less Finnish: some¬ 
one was using the hotel sauna 
above his suite, and the pipes kept 
clanking on and off. 

He may also have been peckish. 
The dinner d trois given.by Presi¬ 


dent Ahtisaari on Thursday was a 
medically approved low-fat menu 
to ensure that nothing put a strain 
on Mr Yeltsin's heart consomme; 
fish and reindeer. But both Mr 
Ahtisa ari . a comfortably padded 
figure, and MrClinton. a renowned 
tren cherma n, are also under official 
orders to watch theirweight, so they 
too were forbidden second 
helpings. 

T here was a choice of fine 
wine, though traditional 
Russian secrecy did not re¬ 
veal whether Mr Yeltsin' suc¬ 
cumbed to the temptation. In 
Helsinki’s bars and restaurants a 
special ‘‘Boris" concoction, named 
in his honour by enterprising 


barmen who have dreamt up a. 

spedal cocktail for each of the three 

leaders, is far outselling the other 
two. Finland’s leading vodka pro¬ 
ducer has even produced a summit 
vodka, and 10.000 bottles of the 
purest Finlandia carry a commemo¬ 
rative label—each one, alas, giving 
the wrong date, as they were 
printed before Mr Clinton’s injury 
delayed the meeting. 

But if the leaders were sparing 
with their toasts, they were gener¬ 
ous with mutual praise. 

“I think well have a good 
meeting," Mr Clinton said before 
he started the talks. 

M 1 think both sides are ready to 
meet each other " Mr Yeltsin ech¬ 
oed. And with just a touch of fa is old 


earthy rumbustiousness. the Rus¬ 
sian leader added: "Yesteiday we 
wanned each other up. so that 
today there won’t be such tensions 
at the negotiations." 

They probably enjoyed the sooth¬ 
ing Baltic views from the presiden¬ 
tial residence. The awanMvimung 
granite, glass and pine building, 
completed only four years ago. is 
intended to suggest the craggy 
bedrock of Finland after the Ice Age 
receded- Last night it was also the 
setting for the dinner that Mr 
Qintoo offered Mr Yeltsin- All the 
Finnish crockery was hastily j put i 
away, and replaced by boxloads of 
White House china._ 

Leading article, page 25 


Summit leaders 
put on brave face 
over Nato impasse 


From Richard Beeston in Moscow 


THE Helsinki summit meet¬ 
ing between President Clinton 
and President Yeltsin ended in 
deadlock yesierday when the 
two men failed to resolve their 
deep-seated differences on the 
future of European security. 

In a meeting which could 
mark a turning point in post- 
Cold War hisroiy, the Russian 
and American leaders agreed 
to disagree over Nato's conten¬ 
tious plans to extend its mem¬ 
bership eastwards. 

In spite of warm hand¬ 
shakes, friendly remarks and 
a commitment to forge ahead 
in several areas of arms 
control and economic cooper¬ 


ation, the progress which has 
characterised the ten previous 
meetings between the two men 
was absent this time in 
Helsinki. 

“We did not come expecting 
to change each other's minds 
about disagreements, but we 
both did come here hoping to 
find a way of shifting the 
accent of our disagreement to 
the goals, tasks and opportu¬ 
nities we share — and we have 
succeeded," said Mr Clinton, 
describing the modest achieve¬ 
ments of his negotiations. 

Speaking after a day of 
intensive talks at the Finnish 
President's residence. Mr 


‘Step forward’ hailed 


Brussels: Javier Solana. the 
Nato Secretary-General, who 
is mandated with negotiating 
a Nato-Russia pad. praised 
the summit as a major step 
forward in developing a more 
secure and peaceful Europe. 

An official statement by 
Nato said Seiior Solana was 
“especially encouraged" fay 
President Yeltsin’s commit¬ 
ment to conclude a deal with 
the alliance in the near future. 

SenorSolana. who is negoti¬ 
ating the pact to go hand in 
hand with the alliance's east¬ 
wards expansion, is due to 
meet Yevgeni Primakov, the 
Russian Foreign Minister, for 
more talks next month. 


Nato officials said that 
although there was no deal on 
enlargement at the summit it 
appeared Mr Yeltsin had 
been assured Russia would 
not be left out of a new post- 
Cold War security order. 

Strobe Talbott US Assis¬ 
tant Secretary of State, will 
brief Nato’s 16 ambassadors 
on the summit at a meeting in 
Brussels today. The overall 
dimate looked good, and it 
seems there has been progress 
across the field," said a senior 
Nato official He said Prest- 
dent Clinton's number one 
goal —to convince Mr Yeltsin 
Nato was not hostile —- had 
been met (Reuter) 




Clinton dismissed suggestions 
that his daylong efforts had 
been a failure and insisted that 
they had "succeeded" in laying 
the groundwork for future co¬ 
operation. 

On the question of Nato 
expansion, it was agreed that 
Yevgeni Primakov, the Rus¬ 
sian Foreign Minister, and 
Javier Solana. the Nato Secre¬ 
tary-General, will work on 
producing a Nato-Russia doc¬ 
ument in die coming weeks. 
The agreement to be signed 
by all 16 Nato members, 
would grant Russia the right 
to co-ordinate with the alliance 
on policymaking and give 
Moscow assurances that no 
nudear weapons or military 
infrastructure would be de¬ 
ployed on the territory of the 
new member states, Poland, 
the Czech Republic and 
Hungary. 

Mr Yeltsin, who reiterated 
that the move was a "serious 
mistake", sounded resigned 
rather than enthusiastic about 
the fudge that he had just 
concluded. "I would say that 
emotions sometimes get the 
upper hand in assessing Rus- 
sian-American partnership," 
he said. “We want to overcome 
that which divided us for 
decades. We want to do away 
with the past mistrust and 
animosity. We can't accom¬ 
plish this immediately.” 

Mr Clinton said that the 
greatest achievement of rite 
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Naina Yeltsin, centre, wife of the Russian leader, is accompanied by President Ahtisaari of Finland on a shopping trip in Helsinki yesterday 


summit was an agreement to 
limit Russian and American 
strategic nudear weapons 
under Start 3 to 2.000-2^00 
each by 2007. a reduction of 80 
per cent compared with the 
Cold War peak. 

However, the new treaty 
can only come into effect once 
the Russian Duma, the lower 
house of parliament, ratifies 
the Start 2 treaty, a move 


which seem highly doubtful 
given that the assembly is 
currently dominated by com¬ 
munist hard liners. 

One area where there ap¬ 
peared to be genuine progress 
was on economic relations. 
The Americans have pledged 
to help Russia's entry info the 
World Trade Organisation 
and the Paris Club. Also, Mr 
Clinton said that the forthcom¬ 


ing meeting of the G7 in 
Denver, would now be known 
as file "Summit of the Eight" 
because Russia would have a 
seat at tiie table. 

. Nevertheless; the careful 
wording and upbeat declara¬ 
tions of the two men could not 
disguise the problems ahead. 
Russia is expected to reach a 
compromise on Nato enlarge¬ 
ment because it has little 


choice in the matter. In addi¬ 
tion. the Russian leader will 
have little he can take home to 
Moscow tpday and sell to his 
disgruntled population as a 
victory. 

Fbr Mr Yeltsin;' Helsinki 
wiD be remembered as the 
summit where he proved to 
the world that he is very much 
back on physiol form and 
capable of dealing with com¬ 


plex matters of international 
security and trade. He also 
proved that, however heated 
the rhetoric with the West over 
Nato, he stOl has a good 
working relationship with Mr 
Clinton. 

For the American leader, the 
two-day trip to Finland proved 
that he has much work left to 
do in Europe in the second 
half of his presidency. 
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mortgage rate 
shouldn’t be. 



No one knows what will 
happen to interest races in 
the next few monrhs. 

Let alone after the coming 
general election. 
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Fixed Rate mortgage is so hand 
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uncertainty about fluctuating 
interest rates. 
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comfort of knowing exactly 
what you'll be paying until 
1st May 2002. 

It's your choice. 
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rate (the one shown opposite) 
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and contents insurance. 
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to arrange your own insurance, 
we have other options available. 

So vote with your feet. This is 
strictly a Limited Offer. 

Ask for full details at your 
nearest Northern Rock branch. 
Or telephone our Mortgage 
Hotline any time between 
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3pm weekends. 
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After defence and women’s equality, Elisabeth 

Infighter faces new contest 


Elisabeth Rehn enters the fray for UN human rights role 


THE race to succeed Jos6 
Ayala Lasso, rhe United Na¬ 
sons’ lacklustre first High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights, is being led by two 
womem one still serving as 
her country's President, the 
other who narrowly missed 
winning the presidency two 
years ago. 

Tf Elisabeth Rehn wins over 
Mary Robinson, the President 
of Ireland, she will continue a 
long Finnish tradition of high 
office in the United Nations. 
Her countrymen, naturally, 
are rooting for her. 

She very nearly became 
President, having been the 
favourite m the brief cam¬ 
paign which she fought 
against Martti Ahtisaari. now 


HELSINKI FILE 

by MICHAEL 
BINYON 



the host at the Yeitsin-Clinion 
summit. Bui she peaked roo 

cady — upset, perhaps, by a 
television question on wheth¬ 
er anyone had the intellectual 
right to doubt that Jesus 
existed. “Yes.” she said. Lu¬ 
theran Finland did not agree. 

She went instead to Stras¬ 
bourg. a leader of Finland's 
MEPs who took their seats 
after Finland joined the Euro¬ 


pean Union — but did not 
stand again. 

Instead, she now has a full¬ 
time job as the first special 
rapporteur for human rights 
in the former Yugoslavia. She 
left Helsinki yesterday for 
another visit looking at the 
slow and painful progress 
towards family reunion and 
refugee rights in Bosnia, 
monitoring the growing ten- 


Finnish appeal to Latin lovers 


AFTER a final check to mark 
in the long vowels and polish 
the syntax, the two news¬ 
readers began with the 
summit: T Praesidentes Bill 
Clinton et Boris Yeltsin 
Hetsinkium venerunt. ut die 
Veneris de summis rebus 
consilia communicannt ..." 

Latin listeners the world 
over had their radios tuned to 
Finland for Nuntii LatinL the 
world's otily weekly five- 
mftiute bulletin in the lan¬ 
guage of Cicero. 

“Actually it’s not really 
Ciceronian Latin; more medi¬ 
eval." Dr Reijo Pitkaranta. 
Reader in Latin at the Univ¬ 
ersity of Helsinki, admitted. 
“We want to be as dear to 



listeners as possible." Neolo¬ 
gisms are a constant prob¬ 
lem. and a focus of the 
hundreds of letters Nuntii 
Latini receives each week. 

It is seven years since Dr 
Pitkaranta and Professor 
Pekkanen of Jyvaskyla Univ¬ 


ersity began their jeu cTcsprit 
— a joke (hat has now won a 
world audience, especially in 
Italy. America and the 
Vatican. 

It goes out on domestic and 
short-wave radio, and has 
brought Finnish broadcast¬ 
ing more attention than any¬ 
thing else i! does. 

Three books of collected 
broadcasts have been pub¬ 
lished and the Finns — never 
pari of the Roman Empire — 
are to host the prestigious 
five-yearly gathering of 
world Latinists this August 
Now schools ate turning to 
the classical web site: 
(h tip: / / www.yle.fi / fbc/ lati- 
ni.html). 


sions in Kjosovo and attempt¬ 
ing to hold the former war¬ 
ring panics to their commit¬ 
ments. 

"There is a real worry now 
about the Albanians in 
Kosovo. She is pessimistic 
about the situation there,’’ 
Bjorn Teir. her political assis¬ 
tant, said. 

Mrs Rehn, 61. comes from a 
minority herself. She is a 
Swedish speaker, port of the 6 
per cent minority in Finland 
who once wielded dispropor¬ 
tionate social and economic 
influence but have seen their 
status and language eroded. 

She was leader of the 
Swedish People’s Party in 
Parliament, and managed to 
combine a gracious and de¬ 
mure image as a wife and 
mother of four with some 
tough political infighting. Ri¬ 
vals in her centre-right party 
wanted to outmanoeuvre her 
in 1990 by naming ho- De¬ 
fence Minister for an interim 
period. 

Instead, she served fur four 
and a half years — a postwar 
record in the job — during 
which Finland’s entire de¬ 
fence strategy changed. TTte 
Gulf War. the collapse of the 
Soviet Union and indepen¬ 
dence for the Baltic states all 
necessitated a rethink of tradi¬ 
tional neutrality. 

She travelled to Russia and 
America, played hostess to 
Richard Cheney, the US De¬ 
fence Secretary, in Lapland, 
and bought $4 billion (£i5 
billion) worth of F18 fighter 
planes in 1991 — a 10-year 
commitment that was twice 
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Elisabeth Rehn: combines a gracious and demure image as a wife and mother with tough political skills 


the annual defence budget. 
Elegant, feminine and soft- 
spoken, her time at defence 
belled the image of a politi¬ 
cian for soft issues: the -Red 
Cross, Unicef, Third World 
development and the World 
Wide Fund for Nature. She 
used to fly aerobatics with air 
foroe pilots; she went out in a 
search party for a sunken 


amphibious armoured per¬ 
sonnel carrier. She even tried 
to gatecrash a strategy plan¬ 
ning sauna of her flustered 
top generals with the words: 
“Do you have anything to 
hide?" 

But while holding the mas¬ 
culine defence portfolio, she 
was also Minister for Wom¬ 
en’s Equality. She is now as 


likely to speak out on wom¬ 
en's issues as on defence, 
where she is an outspoken — 
and still rare — advocate of a 
more hawkish policy, includ¬ 
ing foil membership of Nato 
(anathema to Moscow). 

Mrs Rehn reports regularly 
to Geneva on the abuses, 
human rights violations and 
pitiful living conditions she 


finfis now in Bosnia and other 
parts of former Yugoslavia. If 
she succeeds in winning the 
post of UN High Commis¬ 
sioner, she intends to give 
greater profile to the job mat. 
under its first incumbent 
from Ecuador, has so for 
made little headway in end¬ 
ing human rights abuses 
throughout the world. 


Surgical gloves ‘let in viruses’ 


From Quentin Letts in new york 


RUBBER gloves worn by sur¬ 
geons and medical workers 
are not nearly as safe as is 
widely believed, according to 
an American study. 

Many brands of latex gloves 
were found to be porous to 
certain viruses and the gloves, 
having been seen as an ally of 
cleanliness, may be to blame 
for some dangerous infections. 

The use of gloves in hospi¬ 
tals and medical centres has 
increased in recent years, due 
to the rise in Aids, but a study 
by the Medical Device Tech¬ 
nologies. in. San Diego, found 
failings in 11 different popular 
brands rested in the survey. 


Many showed a tendency to 
leak within minutes of a water 
test, when the gloves were 
.filled with liquid. 

More than 20 per cent of the 
gloves had been approved by 
the Food and Drug Adminis¬ 
tration. yet these, too, proved 
unequal to the task of stopping 
the spread of germs. 

The FDA said it had not yet 
studied the results of the 
survey. 

About two million hospital 
patients a year in America 
become infected during treat¬ 
ment and 77,000 are said to die 
as a result One doctor yester¬ 
day described hospitals, even 


in America, as “notorious 
germ factories". 

Dr Jeffrey Lemer. of Ecri, a 
Pennsylvania-based medical 
safety charily, yesterday urged 
patients not to panic. “Most 
surgeons nowadays tend (o 
. double glove." he pointed out 
“There is a certain failure rate 
permitted by the authorities 
for latex gloves and I would 
say there is only extremely low 
probability of infection from 
inferior gloves." Most latex 
gloves used in the US are 
made in Malaysia, he said. He 
was satisfied that manufactur¬ 
ers were keeping pace with 
heightened demand. 


Athens orders 
subway halt 

Athens: Work on a mile-long 
stretch of the planned Athens 
underground has been sus¬ 
pended after alleged cost over¬ 
runs and complaints that (he 
tunnelling is destroying price¬ 
less relics. 

The Environment Ministry 
ordered a haft to work on the 
section from central 
Syntagma Square to Kera- 
meikos. daiming that the 
contracting consortium was 
demanding too much money. 
The move heartened archae¬ 
ologists. who said the ceme¬ 
tery at Kerameikos was being 
destroyed. The site dates from 
Pericles, the poiitidan born in 
490 BC. 


Crowd chaos closes Florence museums 


By Richard Owen 

A MASSIVE crush of visitors forced the 
temporary closure of two of Florence's 
most celebrated museums, a week before 
Italy’s annual Easter tourist invasion. 

Both the Uffizi Gallery and the Galleria 
deil’Accademia, which houses Michelan¬ 
gelo’S David, had to dose their doors 
amid scenes of chaos. However, dty 
officials said that the situation would be 


under control for Easter. Antonio 
Paolucd. Superintendent of Fine Arts, 
said that Thursday had been “Florence's 
day of hell". The museums had been un¬ 
able to cope with the combined pressure 
of foreign tourists and Italian school¬ 
children, who are entitled by law to visit 
museums free. 

“Unruly children" had run amok, 
breaking fire extinguishers and smashing 
lavatories. “I cannot believe they man- 
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aged to do so much damage," Signor 
tfoolucd said. Nixie of the works of art 
was damaged. 

Custodians ai the Uffizi. which houses 
Renaissance masterpieces, sounded the 
alarm when they saw a “record number of 
visitors" packed into the space in front of 
the gallery. Lida Bertani. a custodian, 
said that some visitors had panicked on 
learning that the ticket office closed at 
6pm, and were determined to get in. 
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■ MUSIC 


John Harie takes 
one of the solo 
saxophone parts 
as Horn Horn 
is premiered 
in Liverpool 



■ MUSEUMS 


Captain Cook’s 
voyages are 
commemorated in 
a fine new show 
at the National 
Maritime Museum 


WHAT’S 


tmMES 


Double dose of solo sax 


FULFILLING all tire Liver¬ 
pool requirements of new 
music — concerted saxophone 
sound, jazz rhythms allied 
with minimalist repetition, a 
smart title — Andrew Poppy’s 
Horn Horn was greeted with 
all due cordiality on its intro¬ 
duction to the Philharmonic 
Hall. If it seemed rather long 
long. Horn Horn was consis¬ 
tently entertaining at least as a 
study in the compatibility of 
the two alto saxophonists. 

Harnessed together for 
much of the time, in rhythmic 
if not harmonic unison. John 
Harie and Simon Haram 
were each allowed the occa¬ 
sional opportunity to emerge 
on a comparatively thoughtful 
solo line from their joint 
virtuoso endeavours. Brief 
and few though those mo¬ 
ments of individuality are, 
they usefully offset the heavy 
industrial activity which, bei- 


EKT> 

RLPO/Fujioka 

• Liverpool 


ween the deceptively opening 
and closing bars, character¬ 
ises the score as a whole. The 
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic 
Orchestra might have felt that 
it had been there before — as 
in some ways it has in its 
recent work on behalf of 
Glass. Firkin and Gardiner — 
but it betrayed no hint of any 
such thing in an admirably 
high-energy altor-nothing 
first performance. 

Sachio Fujioka is a conduc¬ 
tor well suited to drat kind of 
thing. In Tchaikovsky's Ro¬ 
meo and Juliet no less than in 
Prokofiev's Fifth Symphony 
he was effective in highlight¬ 


ing The dramatic event, in 
intensifying the dynamic pres¬ 
sure. in hammering home the 
structural nails. He did not. on 
the other hand, secure the 
most attractive sound the 
RLPO can offer. Indeed, there 
were times in the Prokofiev 
when the violins were 
unacceptably gruff, the cellos 
in disarray, the brass over- 
prominent the balance gener¬ 
ally awry. And yet there were 
also moments when uncon¬ 
ventional balance revealed not 
only unfamiliar textural de¬ 
tails but also a more mordant 
kind of irony than is common¬ 
ly attributed to this work. If 
wily he could have got the rest 
of the orchestra ro play as 
persuasively for him as the 
uwodwind did, it could have 
been an illuminating interpre¬ 
tation. 



GER ALD LaRNER Combining the practical and the atmospheric detail from William Hodges's painting of two of Captain Cook’s ships in Matavai Bay. Tahiti 
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O n Tuesday a full- 
scale replica oi 
Captain Cook's 
famous ship En¬ 
deavour arrives ai Tower 
Bridge for a ihree-^eek 
London visit ifrom Friday she 
will be herthed ai Greenwich! 
Ivl'ore emharking on a 14-port 
itHir oi rlif L : niied Kinsdoro. 
Construcied in Australia io the 
same -pecincaimn* as Ciok's 
ship — though enio>ina the 
advantage of’ensines — this 
Endeavour was launched in 
Fremantle in December 1993 
and has sailed to Britain via 
South Africa. Si Helena and 
Madeira. 

The National Maritime Mu¬ 
seum is complementing the 
visit with an exhibition.Vooir 
ami the Endeavour, that dis¬ 
plays tSrh-csnrury charts, 
paintings, models and person¬ 
al effects. These illustrate 
Cook's Pacific expeditions, as 
well as the background which 
created the man. his ships, his 
backers and those painters 
who have conferred immortal¬ 
ity on his exploiis. 

Dominating the visual ma¬ 
terial are the paintings of 
William Hodges, who accom¬ 
panied Cook bn the second of 
his voyages from 1772 on¬ 
wards. The artist who had 
been with the Endeavour voy¬ 
age of J76S-7! was Sydney 


Cook’s tour 
of beauty 

A replica Endeavour and records ef 
the captain’s travels are set to dock 
in London. Peter Davies reports 


Parkinson. His remil was. 
however, the very necessary, if 
limiting, one of recording tfie 
boiarrical specimens which 
had been collected by Sir 
Joseph Banks, who had bul¬ 
lied the Royal Society and the 
Admiralty' into letting him join 
Ctxjk's expedition at his own 
expense. Fortunately for hist¬ 
ory. when Cook mounted his 
second expedition Banks came 
to the conclusion that he had 
had enough of life at sea and 
Parkinson's services were not 
required. 

Wanting something more 
from an artist than a mere 
recorder of fauna and flora. 
Cook accepted the services of 
Hodges, a rising landscape 


painter who had learnt his art 
in the studio of Richard Wil¬ 
son. He could scarcely have 
made a better choke. Hodges 
brought to his land and sea¬ 
scapes die atmospheric, 
Claudesque manner of his 
master. Wilson. But in the 
course of a long sea voyage, he 
acquired some tiling of the 
naval officer’s exactitude of 
eye. Details such as native war 
canoes; the rigging of ships 
and the pitching of the expedi¬ 
tion's terns an shore Tare ren¬ 
dered with scientific precision. 

The Hodges paintings fall 
into two categories. There are 
small-scale studies, completed. 
on the spot, in which exacti¬ 
tude of detail is the paramount 


amsideratioiL The Targe 
canvases, done when Hodges 
got home (he was given two 
years' employment by the 
Admiralty at £250 per annum) 
are, rather, a case of emotion 
recollected in tranquillity. 

Combining‘ both Hodges's 
practical and his "atmospher¬ 
ic” modes . is A View of ihe 
Cape of Good Hope from on 
board the Resolution (1772). 
The draughtsmanship of die 
Cape settlement and its com¬ 
pact .mass of dwellings is 
admirably executed. But, up 
above, the atmospherist takes 
over in the grim crags of Table 
Mountain and tine storm 
douds swirling about them. 

An interesting comparison 
is to be made between Hodg¬ 
es's portrait of. Cook, Captain 
James Cook, and the much 
more famous picture of Cap¬ 
tain James Cook, RN, FRS, by 
Sir Nathaniel Dance; in -the 
second, we have a formalised 
study of the naval hero, con¬ 
scious of achievement and 
honour. But from Hodges we 
get the practical mariner, a 
man with a job to do, sound¬ 
ings Intake, surveys to make, 
and a shipload of men to get 
borne in one piece. 

mCtxk and the Endeavour is at 
the National Maritime Museum, 

■ Greenwich . SEJO {0181-BSS 4422) 
from Monday to Sept 2S 
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■ OPINION 

Leave well 
alone: turning 
Cigar’s deathbed 
sketches into 
a symphony would 
he a travesty 



■ THEATRE 

At the Old Vic 
Caryl Churchill’s 
Cloud Nine 
explores sexual 
ambiguity in a 
fine revival 


THE! 
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ARTS 
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Mike Henderson 
displays his 
blues credentials, 
and a surprise 
guest, at die 
Borderline 



■ ON MONDAY 

The Brits are 
coming? Melvyn 
Bragg assesses 
our chances of 
carrying off a 
dutch of Oscars 



as there a small earth 
y «i tremor m the lovely 
T:.-T Churchyard of Litile Mal- 
yem this week? If so. it must have 
been Sir Edward Elgar turning in 
™s grave, as news filtered down 
through die daffodils that his 
Third Symphony is to be “complet¬ 
ed” by Anthony Payne. 

Payne, a decent composer but 
{until now) a name unlikely to be 
uttered ut- the same breath as 
Elgar’s, apparently has the bless¬ 
ing of the “Elgar family": a bunch 
of second-generation acolytes, 
none of-them direct descendants. 
More alarmingly, he also appears 
to have the endorsement of the 
BBC. which commissioned the 
dying Elgar to write a Third 
Symphony in 1933 and now in¬ 
tends to premiere something mas¬ 
querading under that title in 199S. 

With almost his last breath. 
Elgar forbade “tinkering" with his 
Third Symphony sketches. Any¬ 
one who has examined them, and 
has any knowledge of Elgar’s 
complex and intuitive way of 
working • out-' his symphonic 


Don’t tinker with Elgar’s last notes 


thoughts, will understand why. 
They are an incoherent jumble of 
raw ideas, barely formed. The 
tragedy is not that Elgar never 
ltyed to pull them together, but 
that he surely knew all along that 
he was incapable of rekindling his 
creative fire, extinguished 14 years 
earlier when his wife died. 

But Elgar was always short of 
. money, and he was also a master 
of kldology. Witness his endless 
supply of red herrings about the 
Enigma Variations, or the crypto¬ 
grams hidden in such works as the 
Violin Concerto. So he accepted a 
handsome advance for a new 
symphony, and set about kidding 
the BBC his friends and perhaps 
even himself that it was “practical¬ 
ly complete". No wonder that, on 
his deathbed, he suddenly gabbled 
that "no one would understand" 
the sketches. The truth is, there is 
all too little to understand. 


Thai is why nobody has attempt¬ 
ed to reconstruct the symphony 
before now. There was no legal 
harrier. Elgar was out of copyright 
between 1984 and 1995 jtheyear in 
which the meddlesome European 
Union extended copyright from 50 
to 70 years after an author’s death). 
During those 11 years the sketches 
were anybody’s for the tinkering, 
and there are plenty of opportunis¬ 
tic scholars around. 

Indeed, the practice of complet¬ 
ing musical torsos has grown into 
a ghoulish industry. A whole 
generation of academics is paying 
off mortgages on the backs of 
geniuses who are no longer 
around to say no. Music-lovers 
have already enjoyed such fictions 
as "Beethoven’s Tenth Symphony" 
and “Tchaikovsky's Seventh". 
Schubert's Unfinished is unfin¬ 
ished no longer — at least, not if 
you trust the instincts of a Hull 



RICHARD MORRISON 


music professor. “Mahler’s 
Tenth”, completed by another 
British academic, is regularly 
played; and Mozart's Requiem has 
been completed more times than 
The Times crossword. 


Franco Alfaro’s ending for 
Tumndat (which Puccini neglect¬ 
ed to finish before he died) is 
invariably used today, although 
when Toscanini premiered Turarw 
dot he stopped melodramatically 
at the point where “the master laid 
down his pen". More recently, 
Alban Berg’s opera Lulu was 
completed secretly against his 
widow’s wishes and performed 
complete when she died. And two 
years ago Covent Garden pre¬ 
miered a “re-creation" of a frag¬ 
mentary Monteverdi opera, 
Arianna. by the Cambridge music 
professor. Alexander Goehr. 

Such exercises will always hold 
a fascination, especially for the 
many music-lovers who are much 
more exerted by the past than the 
present Here are ordinary minds 
struggling to fathom the logic of 
genius; sleuths sifting through 
clues on dead men's desks. What 


a 


does that 

minim or an ink-bloc? 

But there is something uncon¬ 
vincing about this latest Elgar 
wheeze. The fact is, we have been 
through these unrewarding hoops 
before. Only three years ago, 
Cambridge students gave the pre¬ 
miere of “Elgar's opera. The 
Spanish Lady\ yet another major 
work that Elgar was, allegedly, 
dose to finishing when he died. 


E 


lgar devotees came from far 
and wide to hear this com¬ 
pletion by an eminent 
scholar. We were crushingly dis¬ 
appointed. Elgar's sketches proved 
either to be pastiches or revamped 
youthful scraps. 1 fear that any 
premiere of his “Third Symphony" 
wifi be a similarly barren occa¬ 
sion, 1 do not know what Anthony 
Payne’s invention will be like, but 1 
do know that his claim that it will 


be “pure Elgar” is pure piffle. And 
outrageous presumption. And pos¬ 
sibly prosecutable under the Trade 
Descriptions Act. 

Of course if is natural that 
British audiences should crave one 
last masterpiece from the only 
Romantic genius in our musical 
history. But we have ro accept that 
Elgar had a comparatively brief 
burst of brilliance: 25 years out of 
76, at the most Before that, he was 
a talented hade; afterwards, a 
broken reed. 

He himself sensed the tran¬ 
sience of his powers. At the dimax 
of his most sublime movement, rhe 
First Symphony’s Adagio, he in¬ 
scribed Hamlet’s words; “The rest 
is silence." At the bead of his 
Second Symphony he quoted Shel¬ 
ley; "Rarely, rarefy, contest thou. 
Spirit of Delight.” 

You certainly don't sense any 
Spirit of Delighi in the jottings for 
the Third Symphony; only the 
pathos of an old man trying to 
revive his hour of hope and glory. 
His last musical testament should 
be left in pieces, and in peace. 


Straight to the 
point of gay 


T he reason lesbians 
were not subject to the 
laws that until recent¬ 
ly oppressed gay men 
is supposed to be that nobody' 
dared to challenge Queen 
Victoria’s conviction that 
homosexual ads between 
women were impossible. 

Pferhaps someone should 
have time-warped her to a 
performance of Caryl Chur¬ 
chill's Cloud Nine, which 
involves the erotic confusions 
of her subjects and -meir 
descendants. Either she would 
have stumbled from the play 
convinced that John Brown 
was. a- secret pederast who 
fancied her because deep in¬ 
side bee regal exterior she was * 
brattishfy mate; or, more like¬ 
ly, she would have passed out 
ar around the time a young 
homosexual decides he is at 
root a gay woman attracted to 
his own sister. 

Churchill wrote Cloud Nine 
in 1979 and. even though Aids 
has - since added yet another 
wrinkle to her attack on sexual 
hypocrisy, it still seems a 
remarkably topical play. It is 
also belatedly dear that it 
marked the definitive arrival 
of a major dramatist Three 
years later, Churchill came op 
with Top Girls, a play that still , 
seems the sharpest rumina¬ 
tion on feminism the theatre 
has produced. But in CYouti 




Theatre 


Cloud Nine 
Old Vic 


Nine she played equally bold 
games with a still broader 
topic the difficulty of pinning 
down people’s gender in the 
first place. 

Be warned. The play is often 
fun, but it ventures into areas 
that-people of nervous disposi¬ 
tion may find disturbing. A 
man plays a lovelorn wife, a 
woman a small boy who hates 
being separated from his sis¬ 
ter’s dolly, another man a little 
girl who likes guns; and all to 
show that nature and nurture, 
id and super-ego, true feelings 
and social roles, have often 
been desperately at odds. 

The opening ack set in 
darkest Africa in 1879. is a 
spoof of the 19th-century sexu¬ 
al hothouse. Drums rumble. 
The natives are restless. Tim 
Mclnnemjfs Clive,, tire colo¬ 
nial administrator, is forced to 
use the whip. But the real 
jungle, the true rebellion, is 
inner. Although be spouts 
platitudes about Victorian val¬ 
ues and thinks he means 
them, he is pursuing a lady 
planter. Meanwhile, the gov¬ 
erness hankers for his wife. 
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CHANGING TIMES 



who falls for his best friend, 
who has bedded his son and 
now tries to seduce Clive 
himself. Result: guilt repen¬ 
tance, threats of scandal and 
suicide, promises of reform, 
appeals to the manly virtues, 
and the enforced marriage of a 
gay man to a lesbian. 

Churchill’s inventiveness is 
not spent Act If updates the 
action to a London park in 
1979, but reintroduces us to 
some of Act I’s characters, who 
have aged only 25 years, in the 
process turning from carica¬ 
tures into more or less real 
people. The colonial wife has 
left her oppressive husband. 
Her son is a gentle, possessive 
homosexual who irritates his 
promiscuous lover, and her 
bisexual daughter is ditching 
her husband. Happiness is 
still elusive. Cloud Nine has 
not been reached. But the 
characters acknowledge, un¬ 
derstand and accept their and 
others’ desires a bit more. 

There are some super per¬ 
formances in Tom Cairns’s 
production, notably from 
Mclnnemy. Marion Bailey. 
Stephen Noonan and Janine 
Duvitski, who somehow trans¬ 
mutes herself from a larky boy 
in a sailor suit into a touching¬ 
ly innocent old lady. Together 
they make it dear dial, at least 
in the theatre, Churchill was 
the first to ask and answer 
what are now familar ques¬ 
tions: can the intricacies of sex 
be summed up in terms such 
as “straight" “gay", or even 
"man" and “woman"? No. for 
that is to expea mercury to be 
as rigid as steel. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 



Native fauna sets the scene for Marion Bailey and Tim Mclnnemy in Cloud Nine 


Even Handel sometimes mishandled 


HANDEL’S Alessandro Seve¬ 
re 073SJ is not to be confused 
with his earlier Alessandro of 
1726. The former is a pasticcio. 
ie. cobbled together from exist¬ 
ing music to fill a gap in one of 
the composer's last London 
opera seasons; ir was pre¬ 
miered shortly before Xerxes, 
and has not been seen since. 
This latest collaboration be¬ 
tween the London Royal 
Schools’ Vocal Faculty and the 
London Handel Festival 
showed dearly why. 

You might think thar Han¬ 
del would have srrung togeth¬ 
er a series of hit numbers from 
his previous works for die 
occasion, but ir seemed more a 
matter of runts of the litter 
holding a special place in rhe 
affections of their progenitors. 
A nice "breeze" simile-aria 
from Ciusrino. a martial 
number for bass from Ezio 
and — a veritable oasis amidst 
so much Handel~by-the-yard 
— Con I’oli di costanza from 
Ariodante. and that’s about it, 
and it’s nor much in three 
hours. 

The moral of Apostolo 
Zeno’s 20-year-old libreno is 


OPERA 


Alessandro Severn 

Royal College of Music 


“never sign a doatment un¬ 
read. even if it* handed to you 
by your mother". The wet 
Roman Emperor Alexander 
Severus does this and finds 
he's divorced his wife of whom 
the original mother-in-law- 
frum-heU Julia Mamaea does 
not approve. The score does 
less than justice to this promis¬ 
ing situation, and the subplot 
peters nut into an inferior re¬ 
run of the assassination con¬ 
spiracy in Tatneriano. 


There is not a lot that a 
director can do with this 
material, but Mike Ashman 
might have tried a bit harder. 
Indeed, during the first hour, 
with scrappy playing, dull 
conducting, a primitive stag¬ 
ing, and only one singer—the 
bright, stylish Mary Nelson as 
the discarded Empress — de¬ 
livering anything like the 
goods, the purpose of this 
whole collaboration was con¬ 
stantly called into serious 
doubt. 

Luckily Denys Darlow and 
his band started to distil 
proper Handelian spirit in the 
second act, and the other 
singers seemed to have 
warmed up (in general 
principle, it is better to warm 


up before, rather than during, 
a performance). The American 
counter-tenor Lawrence Zazzo 
fielded very promising tone as 
the Emperor (he is to sing in 
Semele at Santa Fe this year), 
and the bass James Ruther¬ 
ford tamed his hitherto unruly 
tuning, relishing the wide 
leaps in his big number. The 
Swedish mezzo Jenny Grahn 
sang smoothly in an unre¬ 
warding role, and Hilary 
Dolamore rather less securely 
in one equally so. The Dowa¬ 
ger Empress was beyond Ali¬ 
son KettlewelTs current 
capabilities, but she had a 
good try. Ail round, though, a 
pretty grisly evening. 

Rodney Milnes 


Not the greatest story ever told 



LACOSTE 


4r 


FOR various good reasons, 
the biggest biblical subjects 
have almost always inspired 
oratorio rather than opera. 
True. W agner once planned to 
write a five-act opera called 
Jesus »>« Nazareth, but with 
uncharacteristic humility real¬ 
ised that the theme was too big 
for him. 

.Step forward Jill Townsend, 
composer of The Promise, 
premiered at the Queen Eliza¬ 
beth Hal! this week by the 
evangelical group Opera Bra¬ 
va. Her opera is the result of 
the company's work in 
schmlv and fl is written for 
children's chorus and profes¬ 
sional soloists. The Promise. 
based on the major events of 
St Luke's Gospel and the Acts £ 


of the Apostles, does not aim to 
be the last word in operatic 
refinement, but it is described 
as a “full-length" work. 

At this performance ft 
seemed too long, given the 
lack of dramatic flow and the 
unrelenting moderate of the 
music. The score is a succes¬ 
sion of cheerful melodies, in¬ 
flected with the odd augmen¬ 
ted second for Middle Eastern 
effect. Cacophonous outbursts 
punctuate the plot, for in¬ 
stance when Satan is stalking 
the stage — the Devil doesn’t 
get the best tunes, for once: 
The conductor. Keith Willis, 
his orchestra and a well- 
drilled chorus did their best 

The piece might work in 
churches or schools in a 


tighter staging. Bur here the 
director, Adrian Hilton, did 
Jittie more than direct traffic. 
Few of the principals projected 
with any stage presence, and 
Hilton’s idea of an agitated 
crowd was to let the children 
scream, playground-style. 

As Jesus, the tenor David 
Ashmore-Tumer coped well 
with the high tessitura of the 
part, and Christopher Parke 
was a solid John the Baptist 
Iwona Januszajtis (Gabriel) 
and Amanda Buckland 
(Mary) were moire than ade¬ 
quate, but Judy Slater’s bright 
Mary Magdalene gave the 
evening’s wily complete vocal 
and dramatic performance. 

jjTohn Allison 


Mike plus Mark 


SOME nights turn our ro be 
rather special, and this was 
one of (hem: a gig to 
remember from Mike Hen¬ 
derson nod the Bluebloodsat 
the Borderline, WCZ 

Missouri-born Henderson 
was our to display his creden¬ 
tials as a born-again blues- 
man after spending mosr of 
his career as a country singer 
and songwriter. The gap be¬ 
tween “new country” and the 
blues may not appear that 
wide, but ft is rare for an artist 
to appeal to both camps. 

Henderson brings to the 
blues vitality, freshness and a 
technical brilliance forged 
during countless Nashville 
sessions — hence the impecca¬ 
ble slide guitar work on num¬ 
bers such as Sonny Boy 
Williamson’s So Sad to Be 
Lonesome. What he appears to 
have left behind is the ability 
to produce original material: a 
disappointment from some¬ 
one who has written for both 
Randy Travis and Trisha 
Yearwood. 

Still, that point became a 
little academic at the Border¬ 
line when Henderson an¬ 
nounced a “surprise guest" 
and up popped Mark 


BLUES A 


Knopfler. Unless 1 am mistak- ~ 
en. opportunities to watch ; 
from six feet away as Knopfler 
plays an hour of solid blues 
guitar are not too frequent 
these days. As he traded licks 
with Henderson, backed solid¬ 
ly by drummer John Gardner, 
bassist Glenn Worf and key 1 - ” 
board player Gregg Wetzel, it •" 
was apparent just why a live “ 
gig can be so much better than o 
anything you could hear on 
CD. 

Knopfler, fluent and daz¬ 
zling, provided an effective 
counterpoint to Henderson's 
darker, more brooding slide 
guitar solos on numbers such 
as Don’r Throw Your Love on 
Me So Strong and a surpris¬ 
ingly effective version of Duke ■ 
Ellington’s Don't Get Around 
Much Anymore. Finally there 
was a stark nod in the direc¬ 
tion of the Delta with Charley 
Patton’s Pony Blues, fallowed ' 
by a plea to recover the 
songwriting royalties for 
another musical legend: Pay _ 
Bo Diddley . 

John Clarke 
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Clinton’s former spin-doctor, Dick Morris, advises the Tori es to abandon the election stra tegy that led to Bob DolegdefeaUastj^ 

_ ______ -i i — —- - ” _ _ ■ o,rt wM ii new Dosiave.agaw 


T he British election gives me a 
sense of dijd vu. It is not so 
much that Tony Blair is 
trying to clone Bill Clinton, but that 
John Major is trying to done Bob 
Dole. The Tories are repeating 
every one of the mistakes that the 
Republicans made in their uni¬ 
formly unsuccessful effort to dis¬ 
credit President Clinton's heralded 
move to the centre in die 1996 
election. 

Just as the Dole handlers tried to 
transform the contest into a matrix 
of personal attributes between their 
war-wounded man of integrity and 
a President racked by scandals, so 
the Conservatives are seeking to 
sow personal distrust of Blair and 
disseminate a warm fuzzy feeling 
about their sweater-clad Prime 
Minister. It didn’t work in America 
and it wont work in Britain. 

Ironically, at a time when Ameri¬ 
can elections are fought more on 
the issue positions between parties 
— the British model — the Conser¬ 
vatives seem to want to move 


How Major can help Blair to blow it 

, .1 m : _ I I I . ■*«• _ . - £„ aaanAt annAal tn thp vnten 


toward elections based on candi¬ 
date personalities and credibility 
irrespective of party — the Ameri¬ 
can model. 

Even though Major is a smidgen 
more attractive than zero-charisma 
Bob Dole, the Tories will not dose 
the gap they face by a contrast of 
personalities, or even of attributes. 
In the 1990s, voters want elections 
based on verbs, not on adjectives. 
They demand to know what a cand¬ 
idate will do for them, not just what 
kind of man he may claim to be. 

As the video game replaces couch 
potato television as home entertain¬ 
ment, voters want interactivity. 
They refuse to be merely spectators 
judging the biographies and per¬ 
sonalities of the contenders. The 
electorate demands to know how 
each of the candidates will help or 
him them in their daily lives. 


Just as Republicans hammered 
home the fact that Clinton didn't 
really mean his centrist proposals 
of balancing the budget, cutting 
taxes, and reforming welfare, the 
Tories are claiming that Blair's 
move to the centre is opportunistic 
and will nor survive his ascension 
to power. But voters believe, in the 
parlance of American politics, that 
“if it walks like a duck, talks like a 
duck, and acts like a duck then ir is 
a duck". Conservatives will have 
little success in seeking to prove to 
an electorate that likes Blair and 
his new policies that the Labour 
leader doesn't believe that which he 
says each and every day to be his 
programme. 

Some Conservatives seem to 
hope that the good economic news 
will “sink in" and offer them a 
measure of electoral backing they 


now seem to lack AS Clinton learnt 
when he lost control of Concre-* in 
JUQ 4 despite increasing indication- 
of prosperity, if people don’i credit 
you with good limes there is 
nothing you can do about ir 

The nnly way to disprove the 
sincerity of Labour's com ersfon to 
the centre is for Blair in do it to 
himself - from his own mouth and 
in his own words. 

The Conservatives have only one 
shot ar victory. They must inject 
issues into the coming campaign 
which will split Blair's moderate 
supporters from his Labour union- 
backers. By picking on issues 
which tear at the seams of his 
coalition, the Tories may be ahle to 
force Blair to choose between his 
base support and his marginal 
voters. 

One wonders, for example. 


whether Blair would be willing to 
oppose any labour agreements 
which provide for wage increases 
That are above the national rate of 
inflation — a moratorium on real 
wage rises — unless they can be 
covered by productivity improve¬ 
ments. Work rules and job security 
guarantees might also offer fertile 
grounds for Tory challenges to 
Labour. A critical focus on public 
employee salaries and rights could 
also put Blair in a ticklish position. 

Beyond these issues, the Tories 
need ro generate a new staple of 
proposals. Politicians fail as much 
because of their successes as their 
failures. Britain's rejection of Win- 
stem Churchill in 1945. just as he 
had succeeded in winning the war, 
is the classic example. A politician 
who extinguishes his mandate by 
solving the problem he was elected 


to fix cannot appeal to die voters’, 
sense of gratitude or fair play to 
seek another term in office. Such 
appeals lead to a place in history, 
not to continued tenure at Downing 
Street. „ 

Conservatives are mired m their 
own successes in making Britain 
Europe's economic success story. 
To win re-election, they must focus 
on new issues: television violence, 
teenage smoking and cancer, 
drunken driving, educational stan¬ 
dards, student discipline, teenage 
curfews, immigration reform, ac¬ 
cess to higher education and the 
like. 

If the Tories map out an agenda 
that is new, they wiU defeat the 
charge that they are old and that 
their best ideas are already on the 
statute book and their worstare on 
the junk heap. 


But even a new positive .agao» 
-will not be enough to 
deficit of 20 or more pwn^ 

Blair needs to make a nustajrem 

how he handles these 

for them to overcome so significant 

a sap. For Conservatives to m 

theymust begin with the humihty 
to realise that only if Blair hlcwsit 
can they prevail. Their taskmurfbe 
to provide the issues wfachwiIL 
force Blair to make mistakes. •_ ; - 

B ut, ff Blair turns his backor 
the left wing of his party 
takes the risk that they win 
sit on their hands during thecam-, 
paign, there is nothing the Co nser- 
va fives can do to dislodge him traffic 

his position as the hkety vtctor- 
Labour has the Tones in cnttaL-H 
their candidate refuses, to be “JJ 
lodged from his position in Tne 
centre, it wUl be checkmate. 

The author was appointed Presi¬ 
dent Clinton's chief srrategtstjn 
1994. He resigned in August mb. 


Hounding honourable men 


The public should be in no doubt on 
whose behalf an MP speaks — and 


who is paying for his double- 


breasted suit from Savile Row 


CC'X'X T h Y beholdest thou 
% A / the mote that is in 
m/%/ thy brother's eye. 

▼ T but considered not 
the beam that is in thine own eye?” 
The Authorised Version is always 
best. There is arid in antiquity. 

So first the beams. I know of 
journalists who have taken money to 
place articles in newspapers. Some 
receive gifts for mentions, some are 
susceptible to hospitality and some 
are downright corrupt. Papers have 
rules governing such behaviour. 
Journalists who break diem should 
be sacked. Some are. 

There are also doctors who pre¬ 
scribe expensive drugs because man¬ 
ufacturers offer them “conference 
trips”. There are lawyers who lie on 
behalf of diems because they are paid 
to do so. There are City accountants 

who turn a blind _ 

eye to fraud because —^ m 

die fees are big. C * 

Some of these activi- \ g ^t/i/ 

ties are illegal, some 1/ § f i 

unethical, some _ 

merely dodgy. A I 

few people go to mf/Wt 

prison. Some get I f g/§ 

away with murder. § 

None of them pur- ** - 

ports to run the 
country or tell the rest of us how to 
behave. Only Members of Parlia¬ 
ment do that 

I am thick of hide and long of tooth, 
but the transcripts of the "MPs 
sleaze” hearings published in yester¬ 
day’s Guardian left me gasping. 
When I see an MP standing up in the 
House of Commons to defend British 
Airways or US Tobacco or DHL, or 
to attack Lonrho, I naively assume 
that he does so out of conviction or at 
least friendship. This is not necessar¬ 
ily so. Revelations from the files of 
just one of many lobbyists, Ian Greer, 
have led 25 MPS to agree that they 
took money from him. Some admit 
that they intervened in debates and 
questions in return for cash. Some 
were paid by methods familiar 
among used-car salesmen on 
London's North Circular Road. 

Tim Smith, a treasurer of the 
Conservative Party, took his bribes in 
£50 notes stuffed into an envelope, 
apparently to avoid tax. Michael 
Brown, fearing discoveiy, soil a 
cheque for £1.500 to the Inland 
Revenue seven years after receiving 
£6,000 in cash. Neil Hamilton admit¬ 
ted lying to the Deputy Prime 
Minister about his payments, but 
says he never saw cash that witnesses 
assert they stuffed into envelopes for 
him. Sir Michael Giyiis, chairman of 
the Tory industry committee, 
described “a natural agglomeration 
of Members with an interest in 
various companies” attached to his 
committee, all receiving money from 
Mr Greer. They happily agreed with 
him when he assured them that their 
loot was not a declarable interest. 


Simon 

Jenkins 


A further job lot of MPs received 
campaign money as “friends of Mr 
Greer”. Andrew Bowden, Lady Olga 
Maitland, Niij Deva. Gerry Malone, 
Norman Lament and Sir Peter 
Hordern have all been mentioned in 
terms that appear to break what are 
called “the rules". Another 15 MPs 
were hurriedly cleared by the Com¬ 
mons Standards and Privileges Com¬ 
mittee on Thursday. The reason was 
that, while they took money, they did 
not take much. The sin, your rever¬ 
ence, was a small one and ever so 
well-meant. 

We are assured by those dose to the 
Mother of Parliaments that every 
profession has its rotten apples. Let 
he who is without sin cast the first 
stone, they say. Pride goeth before 
destruction, flhere is nothing like the 
Bible for getting the lads out of the 
kitchen when the 
moral heal is ora) 
Let us therefore 
turn from the ap- 
[gf pies to the fruiterer. 

v m When the sleaze 

^ saga began in the 

. gr /parliament. John 
\5 Major initialed the 

- - process that has 

now run into the 
buffers. The process is familiar to 
professions in distress, including ray 
own. The leaders of the profession 
declare their work to be above the 
regulatory competence of the law. 
Their ethics should be judged, not by 
a court or the press or any indepen¬ 
dent tribunal, but strictly by their 
own. 

Stung by revelations of the cash- 
for-questions scandal in 1995, the 
House of Commons disbanded its 
laughable Privileges Committee and 
renamed it the new, improved Stan¬ 
dards and Privileges Committee. 
(Journalists know this trick; die Press 
Council is now called die Press 
Complaints Commission.) A suppos¬ 
edly tierce official named Sir Gordon 
Downey would hold hearings and 
issue reports. Then it would be left to 
MPs themselves to decide what to da 
So far it is an everyday story of 
professional folk. 

■ This structure was duly pointed at 
the scandal that led to its formation. 
It has failed the first test- The new 
committee expects us to believe that it 
cannot read dates. It seemed un¬ 
aware that die Commons must be 
dissolved, at the latest fry May 1997. 
Here we are at Easter and. what a 
pity, there is no time to consider a 
possibly embarrassing report A new 
regime will have to do so in the 
summer, by which time some rotten, 
apples may be collecting worms on a 
House of Lords shelf. 

Sir Gordon played his part He 
claims to have been overwhelmed 
with the amount of paper he had to 
read, a task for which he was 
apparently fit-prepared by his Civil 



Our isle is too 
full of noises 

Ubiquitous voices are aural space 


invaders, says Derwent May - 


Westminster 1997? No: Bourgevin’s depiction of mayhem in the Chambre des Deputes dates from 1871 


Service career. He says that natural 
justice required him to give the 
matter lengthy study. He has sug¬ 
gested that he could have exonerated 
15 of the 25 MPs under investigation 
some time ago, but had not done so 
because that “might be taken as 
implying that the remainder [of the 
allegations] were well-founded". He 
was thus a wise and just man. 

Then, on Thursday, Sir Gordon 
rushes out an interim report of just 
eight paragraphs. He turns turtle. 
Now he publidy exonerates the 15, to 
avoid them “having to enter into an 
election campaign with these allega¬ 
tions outstanding against them". As 
for the remaining ten, his exoneration 
of the first 15 “carries no implication 
one way or another" as to their guilt 
Why did he imply the precise 
opposite when considering the matter 
“some time ago"? 

On receiving the interim report on 
Thursday, the Standards and Privi¬ 
leges Committee did not suppress it 
let alone demand a full version, even 
if Sir Gordon has to go without his 
tea-break. It published Sir Gordon’s 
partial exoneration and wept croco¬ 
dile tears. It “very much regrets that 
it has not been possible to complete 
all its outstanding work on these and 
other matters”. 


I have never read such rubbish. Sir 
Gordon knew he was turning up dirt 
as did the committee. I suppose we 
must believe Sir Gordon when he 
says he was busy. What is totally 
implausible is his thesis that what he 
calls “natural justice” required him to 
hold back his verdict on ten MPs 
until after the election, while whar he 
calls “a new situation" required him 
to exonerate 15 before it and thus 
cover tiie others in mire. 


T his committee is the same 
lapdog as its predecessor. 
With MPS about to go on 
public parade, the commit¬ 
tee was prepared to wash clean linen 
but not dirty underwear. The “exon¬ 
erated 15" include the Tory leadership 
candidate Michael Portillo, Liberal 
Democrat deputy leader Alan Beith, 
Labour star Chris Smith, and John 
Major's friends Robert Atkins and 
Graham Bright Come on. Sir Gor¬ 
don, said the committee, these are 
senior dub members. By all means 
leave a few rogues twisting in the 
wind, but cut down our friends. Sir 
Gordon duly obliged. 

Who will guard these guardians? 
In this case, the answer was The 
Guardian. The transcripts of the 
secret hearings recalled the Congres¬ 


sional Kefauver Committee hearings 
on organised crime in 1951: nervous 
witnesses mumbling into micro¬ 
phones about envelopes and “the 
Revenue". The difference is that in 
America the hearings were in public. 
Here they are secret Whatever tire 
beams in the press's eye, it has done 
the job democracy expects of it Yet 
four of the five MPs accused by The 
Guardian of misconduct or worse 
are seeking reelection next month. 

My way of handling MPs who plug 
special interests for money is to 
accept the inevitable. Politicians will 
take cash. The simplest policy is to 
pay them nothing from public funds 
and let them live, as of old, self- 
employed and by their wits. MPs 
should be able to take any pay, from 
anyone. Business interests should 
have their MPs. as do trade unions. 
The one requirement is that every¬ 
thing be declared and above board. 
The public should be in no doubt on 
whose behalf an MP speaks and who 
is paying for his double-breasted. 

We used to be told that subjecting 
MPs to this sort of moral inquisition 
was outrageous. Honest citizens 
would not stand for Parliament if we 
hounded MPs like this. 

Honest people? Unleash more 
hounds. 


A new voice has been 
swelling on television: 
the voice of the huck¬ 
ster. We are no longer allowed 
to sit back after a programme 
we have enjoyed, and contem¬ 
plate its pleasures for a mo¬ 
ment in peace. Even as the 
credits start rolling, a voice 
pipes up: "Next on BBC2... 
Later on BBCZ.. Over on 
BBC1 now..." There is not a 
moment's respite. 

Of course, it is the same on 
ITV — and, what is worse, on 
radio. I am no enemy of Radio 
3 and‘its inexhaustible foun¬ 
tain of great music, but even 
here tire huckster mentality 
has wormed its way in. The 
music is continually interrupt¬ 
ed by salesmen's voices. No 
sooner is a little Boccherini 
piece over than you are being 
urged to tune into a Boccherini 
recital in the evening, or else to 
go to the Usher Hall in Edin¬ 
burgh. You start thinking that 
the Boccherini piece was put 
on in the first place only as a 
trailer for the redtal, just as 
the redtal will prove to,.be a 
trailer for a festival in Eisen- 
stadt— and even, that, pro¬ 
bably, will be a plug for a new 
series of recording. - 
Then there are the Radio 4 
programme trails. One of the 
nightmares of breakfast time 
is the three minutes between 
the end of the weather forecast 
and the start of the news. How 
to get through that outburst of 
hysterical selling and facetious 
dips? I simply wash up last 
night's dinner-plates as loudly 
as I cam waiting for the mo¬ 
ment before the news when a 
calmer voice will run through 
die morning’s road accidents. 

In The . Waste Land, 
TJS. Eliot describes a sinister 
"sound high in the air", which 
I" associate nowadays with 
these broadcast voices. Then 
he goes on to evoke as a 
further feature of the waste 
land the “voices singing out of 
empty cisterns and exhausted 
wells "which will do very well 
for another set of contempo¬ 
rary voices, the new intercom 
announcements on the Lond¬ 
on Underground. 

Of course, one cannot be 
wholly hostile to the idea of 
announcements on public 
transport. I remember a con¬ 
ductor on the No 22 bus that 
goes alonj> Piccadilly, who, 
having observed his passen¬ 
gers closely, used to sing out 
for their benefit at Green Park 
station: “Green Park, and 
taxis for the Ritz." 

There are also announce¬ 
ments now in the carriages of 
railway trains. A few months 
ago tiie guard on a train that I 
was taking from Liverpool 


Street to Cambridge informed 
us passengers, just before we • 
started: “This is the O efcven- 
hundred-hours service to 
Cambridge, arriving at 0 
twelve-twenty mine." Even the • 
privatised railways have not 
quite grasped the 24-hour 
dock — but I forfeave him. 

It is, I suppose, some conso¬ 
lation when a train stops, and 
lets you look at the flowers on 
the embankment that at least 
a vague message about "signal 
failure” is passed on. (Yet one 
really would like to know’ why 
the signal has failed.) 

However, it is on the Under¬ 
ground that the new commun¬ 
ications system really pro¬ 
duces the horrors. In the early 
days there was a man with a 
particularly lugubrious voice. 
He used to start with "Ladies 
and Genriemen..." Never 
have I heard a voice that 
conveyed at the same time 
more doom for its auditors, 
and more happiness for tire 
speaker. You gritted your teeth 
as you waited for the'news 
of... what would it be? Can¬ 
cellations, breakdowns. power 
failures, bodies under the 
wheels? It was never anything 
good, and generally ended 
with the ineffable advice: 
“Take the first train and 
change as necessary.” 

He has gone, but now. the 
noise on the Underground ' 
never sems to cease. An¬ 
nouncements echo inaudibly 
around the tunnels, often 
timed to coincide with the roar 
of a train coming in; the driver 
gives his news as the loud¬ 
speaker on the platform is 
doing the same, and they 
drown each other out mysteri¬ 
ous appeals ring out that have 
nothing to do with the comfort 
of the passengers at all: “If 
there is a cleaner on the station 
will she please go at once to the 
station manager's office?" 


M odern tech 
has produc 
many enem 
our ears. There are a 
mobile phones, whose 
always speak twice as 1 
anyone else sitting on a 
train. There is not evi 
pleasure in eavesdropp 
the conversations seen 
superfluous acts of con 
cation. You never hear, 
say: “Buy me two 
Reuters shares immedi: 

Our poor old aural s 
being mercilessly ii 
and, usually, all for n 
In another poem. 77i 
Salvages , T.S. Eliot 
"Where is there an era 
the soundless wailing?" 
it were soundless. I t 
could live with that. 


Sleazy rider 


TRY AS he might to escape the 
sleaze row, Neil Hamilton, the 
beleaguered MP for Tatton. will 
find it more difficult than he thinks 
with Mohamed AJ Fayed mischie¬ 
vously on his tail. 

The Egyptian owner of Harrods 
has taken out a full-page advertise¬ 
ment at a cost of some £7,000 in the 
local newspaper for Hamilton’s 
constituency, urging its readers to 



buy the book Sleaze, which records 
tiie MPs behaviour. 

Shops in his constituency are 
reluctant to stock the book after 
legal threats from Hamilton, So A1 
Fayed has taken his own initiative. 
In the advertisement, which will 
appear on Monday, he writes a 
letter on Harrods-headed paper 
under the heading: Believe it or 
not, this is a free country. 

“Dear People of the Tatton 
Parliamentary Constituency,” he 
writes. "I am concerned to learn 
that you may be unable to obtain 
copies of an important book which 
details tire activites of your present 
Member of Parliament... I believe 
it is a book that everyone has a 
right to read.” After explaining how 
to order the book from Harrods. Al 
Fayed finishes his letter: “Why 
should Mr Hamilton fear the facts? 
Read Sleaze and find out" 


For Pete’s sake 

INHABITANTS of Deptford, 
southeast Jxmdon, may soon have 



to come to terms with a giant statue 
of Tsar Peter the Great which cur¬ 
rently stands in Moscow. It is re¬ 
viled by tire entire city. 

The 165ft-high structure was 
erected last year by Yuri Luzhkov, 
the Mayor, on a prime site on the 
Moskva River as part of the city’s 
850th anniversary this. year. Not 
only has it been condemned by Bo¬ 
ris Yeltsin as a monstrosity, but 
Muscovites point out that Peter tiie 
Great detested Moscow to the ex¬ 
tent of budding himself a new capi¬ 
tal 500 miles to the northwest 

Enter Andrew Preston, Deptford 
resident The mayor's office is seri¬ 
ously considering his proposal that 
the borough should take oh the eye¬ 
sore on the grounds that ftter 
spent an enjoyable few weeks there 


some 400 years ago studying ship¬ 
building. “We in Deptford, one of 
the poorest boroughs in London 
can solve this practical dilemma," 
he has told the mayor, “by taking 
the statue off your hands and mov¬ 
ing it to the docks of Deptford." 


Battle bus 

HE IS NOTHING if not persistent 
Sir George Gardiner, the former 
Tbry MP who defected to the Refer- 



Tsar Peter returning? 


endum Party after being ousted by 
his local party for his continual crit¬ 
icism of John Major. 

Now that he is barred from his 
constituency headquarters, he has 
nowhere to hold his monthly sur¬ 
gery. so he has been staging it in a 
minibus parked oh the forecourt 
outside his old offices in Reigate, 
Surrey. 

The Tories who cast him out 
meanwhile, have carried on with 
their meetings inside HQ in a rival 
operation with borough councillor 
Philip Hitchins. In a triumphalist 
flourish, Sir George's team claim to 
have been recruiting more constitu¬ 
ents. “As far as I’m concerned, it*s 
business as usual," says the out¬ 
cast “This is a very petty action by 
Reigate Conservative Association. 
An MPs surgery is not potiticai but 
serves the whole community." 

Sour note 

MONDAY night’s Oscar ceremony 
should see some strained smiles 
when Sir Tim Rice and Lord Lloyd- 
Webber appear together as joint 
nominees for the song You Must 
Love Me which they co-wrote for 
the film Evita. 

Madonna is upset after fating to 



Musical glares: Ujrd Uoyd-Webb*. Madonna Md 


tan quot auwa lo r w i oii g a gBg«re , Bwa MnM pj wtm ng t g cto wv moh igwy uuun,- s 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF#OU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTSON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 


‘"‘WTefTTor 
lent (AP) 


get a nomination for her acting 

IStw 1 ^ Tlm to be at? 
palled at having received one - 

pccause it means meeting ud with 

iS ebber ’ 

not really on shaking terms. 

* dDm ? r I for the Brian j%£ 
ston Memorial Trust on ThureJBs 
night. Sir Tim said; “I have pidK 
up two Oscars ^ gnatrW 5? 

!jj® P® 5 * the prospect of picking 
one up with Andrew Lloyd Webber 
leaves me with mixed 

hke watching your mojjjL-in- 


jaw driving off a cliff ^ 
Ferrari." . 
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MAJOR’S WAY OUT 

Without decisive action, the real election issues will be buried. 



>es 



It is hard to conceive how the Conservative 
election campaign could have gor off to a 
worse start. With at least four of his 
candidates accused of serious wrongdoing 
and his own position impugned, John Major 
l . has been rendered impotent by events. The 
q) Prime Minister’s attempt to confront the 
voters with the consequences of a change of 
government has been frustrated by his own 
failure to confront corruption. 

If Mr Major had prolonged the tife of this 
Parliament to allow Sir Gordon Downey to 
publish his ‘‘sleaae'*report then voters would 
not have to rely on leaks to find out if their 
Member was worthy of his seat and the 
Conservatives could have begun to cam¬ 
paign effectively. It is in the public interest 
that ministers begin to test Labour’s case 
ferociously, as weU as outlining the Conser¬ 
vative vision for the millennium, but they 
will not be able to do so effectively until these 
matters have been laid to rest. If the Prime 
Minister persists in thinking the issue will 
disappear of its own accord then his sense of 
proportion already has and his administra¬ 
tion surely and shortly will. 

The easiest, and brat, answer would still 
be to recall the House simply in order to 
allow the Downey report to be published. It 
; "3 would be unconventional but not un¬ 
constitutional . As yesterday's Guardian and 
new revelations in The Times today show, 
the truth will out anyway. Unfortunately, it 
is not the whole truth. Until Sir Gordon’s 
report appears, evidence which is, in every 
sense, partial will seep out to stain individ¬ 
uals and, by association, the Government 
Questions can legitimately be raised about 
the Prime Minister’s own role. Given that 
Tim Smith apparently told the Chief Whip 
in 1989 of his activities on Mohamed At 
Fayed’s behalf, why was he made a 
treasurer of the Conservative Party in 1992 
and a minister in 1994? Whips have their 
secrets, but how could the Prime Minister be 
allowed to make such an appointment? Mr 
, _ Major looks to be the victim of confusion 
k ? rather titan the author of a cover-up but 


l 



matters will not rest until authoritative and 
independent answers are given. 

The Conservatives must weigh the neces¬ 
sity of throwing the wounded to the wolves. 
In Ireland. Fine Gael, facing a general 
election, has deprived a minister of the whip 
until his own tax affairs are in order. Mr 
Major could try to push Tim Smith and Neil 
Hamilton out of the party tent. There is a 
danger, of course, that so much damage is 
already done that the time is too late. In the 
spirit of the ERM and BSE fiascos, Mr 
Major could appear once again as the 
defender of an impossible position fated to 
falter at the end. It would also be the 
roughest of justice. 

But justice in politics sometimes has to be 
rough. Other Tory MPs. such as Keith Best 
in 1987 and Alan Amos in 1992, have been 
sacrificed for the sake of fhe Tory whole. Mr 
Hamilton, however, who still vigorously 
protests his innocence on the central charge, 
is not a man likely to volunteer for the part of 
Captain Oates. So he will need to be pushed 
hard. By such an action Mr Major might 
regain authority over events and give the 
country a chance to concentrate on the 
substantive matters at issue in this election. 
Future administrations must not be placed 
in a similar position. Adopting Lord Nolan’s 
recommendation which allows Sir Gordon 
to make his findings public would help, as 
might making him answerable to the 
Speaker. She remains in place while 
Parliament is prorogued and could be in a 
better position to expedite future researches 
titan tile Standards and Privileges Com¬ 
mittee. The current machinery to govern 
members' conduct is new and must be 
refined if self-regulation is to have any 
chance of survival. If this Government is to 
have any chance of survival then an 
assertion of leadership is required. The 
nation can only make a considered decision 
after a proper debate but the electorate 
cannot have confidence that there will be a 
proper debate unless the Prime Minister 
takes the voters into his confidence. 


BLOODY FRIDAY 

Israel’s anger should not obscure Israel’s interest 




For the second time in eight days innocent 
Israelis have lost blood and lives in an act of 
political violence. The shooting of seven 
schoolchildren last week was shocking. It 
was. at least, the work of one man rather 
than a wider conspiracy. The blast that 
yesterday destroyed a Tel Aviv cafe—lulling 
three and wounding 43 people — signals a 
much more dangerous course of events. It 
suggest that the Hamas terrorists may 
resume their suiride-bombing strategy that 
killed 59 Israelis in three attacks last year. 

One consequence of those assaults was a 
diminished enthusiasm for the peace pro¬ 
cess in Israel and a renewed stress on 
security questions. That in turn led to the 
defeat of Shimon Peres and the, once 
improbable, narrow elation of Bmyamin 
Netanyahu and his Likud-led coalition. The 
Israeli Prime Minister knows that his public 
wfll now demand that he protects them with 
more success than his Labour predecessor. 
That promise is the essence of his politics. It 
was not surprising then that the first 
response of many in his Cabinet was to 
question the merits of the peace process. 

In his initial reaction to the outrage, Mr 
Netanyahu blamed the Palestinian National 
Authority for indirectly offering a “green 
light" to such acts through its response to 
recent events in east Jerusalem. Others will 
suggest that Yassir Arafat does not possess 
such a decisive influence over Hamas. 
Nonetheless, the Prime Minister was right 
to assert that the greatest threat to peace lies 
in the belief that violence can be selectively 
deployed as a bargaining tactic Whatever 
the wisdom of his stance and timing on 
settlements he will not, and should not, alter 
it at the behest of such terror. 

Israel’s citizens will demand that, Mr 


Arafat demonstrates the maximum possible 
energy in tracking down Palestinian ex¬ 
tremists. Their front organisations operate 
all but openly in much of the Palestinian 
National Authority. If that commitment is 
not seen and does not produce results, the 
outside world cannot expect Mr Netanyahu 
to continue as though such attacks had not 
happened. The phased transfer of territory 
and political powers on the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip has always been explicitly 
contingent upon successful policing. 

Israel's intense anger should not blind it to 
its interests. The plain objective of 
rejecfionist forces such as Hamas is to oblige 
Mr Netanyahu to make substantial uni¬ 
lateral concessions or abandon the peace 
process entirely. The Prime Minister is most 
unlikely to capitulate on the first account but 
is more vulnerable on the second. The Likud 
leader has always approached the Oslo 
accords from a strictly pragmatic position, 
not trading land for peace but land for peace 
and certain security. If he cannot be 
persuaded that such a swap is credible then 
he may suspend co-operation indefinitely. 

Peace at any price is a poor deal; but Israel 
still has more to gain than lose from full par¬ 
ticipation in the process. Mr Netanyahu is 
entitled to make his past and future moves 
contingent upon Mr Arafat's competence on 
security matters. He should not play into his 
enemies’ hands by cutting off all contacts. 
The sad truth is that, with the best of pre 
cautions, either Hamas or Hezbollah will at¬ 
tempt to sabotage political dialogue. Mr 
Netanyahu should hold the terrorists and 
their sponsors in Damascus or Tehran to 
account. But his strongest weapon remains 
his power to gain Israel's advantage from 
the process that Israel's enemies want to die. 


WHEELS TO THE TOP 

A President in a wheelchair has a good deal rolling for him 


•> 


This has been a good week for Bill Clinton. 
For four years he has been trying to appear 
like Franklin D. Roosevelt And now at last 
he has managed it This has been the first 
wheelchair summit since Roosevelt and 
^Churchill met Stalin at Yalta in 1945. And it 
has given the two leaders, as well as the rest 
of the world, something new to talk about 

Summits now happen almost as frej; 
quently as Hast matches. So both types of 
event have lost the charm of novelty. Mr 
Yeltsin prophesied that this summit was 
going to be "the most difficult in the whole 
history of Russian-American relations". But 
no one much believed him. Certain truths 
remain. Summits tend to make leaders look 
good and their oppositions shout foul. 
Yesterday, Gennadi Zyuganov, leader of the 
Russian Communist Party, blasted Mr 
Yeltsin in the State Duma (tower house of 
parliament): “Boris Nikolayevich has not 
had any victories for a long time, except over 
his own people and country”. 

But Boris NMayevich had numerous 
important victories at Helsinki-The Krenv 

revealed as being as grand and sophisticated 
as Air Force ^.Russian minders and 
other summit sherpas paraded their shck 
navy jackets and mobile telephones instep 
of the brown pylon suits^ wthi bulges infer 
die armpits. And, best of all for Mr Yeltsin. 


the heart-invalid who was supposed to be 
half-dead came bounding off his plane 
looking bronzed and cheerful. 

The Americans thought that they roo had 
a problem with the critics back home. White 
House advisers gor cold wheels about letting 
Mr Yeltsin be photographed pushing their 
man in his wheelchair. They feared that car¬ 
toonists and Republicans would do them 
more harm than ever Boris Yeltsin could do 
them good. But they were surely wrong. The 
world has moved on since Franklin Roose¬ 
velt, not wanting to be pictured as too weak 
for the top, went to extraordinary lengths to 
avoid being photographed in his wheelchair. 
Now there are advantages for Mr Clinton in 
his invalid’s prop. It even attracts useful 
sympathy. The disabled and disadvantaged 
form much the largest special interest group 
in the United States. The wheelchair is an 
emblem of peace beside a tank, as it were, a 
self-propelling ploughshare to a sword. 

Its image will take the sting out of 
allegations by Mr Zyuganov that Nato 
expansion is aggressive. Who would monger 
war from a wheelchair? The chair may win 
Mr Clinton kinder, or at any rale different, 
questions at press conferences. And it will 
make foul aspersions of sex scandals or 
midnight raids on the fridge of the 
Intercontinental Hotel. Helsinki, as im¬ 
plausible as, we are sure, they always were. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

I Pennington Street. London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


CPS policy on the 
granting of bail 

From Dr W. «?. Affleck 

Sir, Magnus Unklater ("Locked into a 
suicidal system". March 17) is right ro 
draw attention to the appalling hu¬ 
man tragedies which can occur when 
the procedures laid down for fhe 
supervision of accused prisoners on 
remand have not been properly obser¬ 
ved. The vast majority of these prison¬ 
ers are so placed only because the re- 
quest made on their behalf for bail has 
been fumed down. 

There will certainly be some cases 
where the danger to the public, the 
likelihood of reoffending, or the prob¬ 
ability that the accused will not pre¬ 
sent himself for trial may justify with¬ 
holding bat! and requiring imprison¬ 
ment on remand. However, are these 
cases sufficiently common to explain 
the sue of the remand* prisoner popu¬ 
lation? 

Does tile Crown Prosecution Ser¬ 
vice perhaps routinely oppose bail not 
to safeguard the public but as an ad¬ 
ministrative convenience to spare 
itself and the police the trouble of find¬ 
ing and producing the accused in 
court? 

If remand is often just an adminis¬ 
trative convenience then cases like 
that of Angela Bollam, the 19-year-old 
heroin addict who hanged herself 
after five hours left alone in her prison 
cell, should weigh heavily on the CPS. 
It is the CPS’s policy and procedures 
which perhaps m6st pressingty need 
overhaul. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. S. AFFLECK. 

Barley Hill, Watledge, 

Nailswonh. Stroud, Gloucestershire. 
March 18. 

From Mrs A. £. Barroll.JP 

Sir, In his moving article Magnus 
Unklater calls for a latter-day John 
Howard or Elizabeth Fry. 

f am proud (o say that the Elizabeth 
Fry Probation and Bail Hostel is alive 
arid well in Reading. The successor to 
the Refuge for Discharged Prisoners, 
founded in memory of Elizabeth Fly 
in 1849. the hostel is voluntary-man¬ 
aged with Home Office fending and 
moved from London in 1960. 

Through the years the nature of the 
work with women offenders has 
changed to coincide with demand: to¬ 
day the 21 residents are an probation 
orders, bail assessment, or remand . 

Qualified and caring staff help 
them address their problems — often 
drug-related — through, a rigorous 
programme designed to enable them 
to realise their current and future 
needs. When circumstances permit 
they can be accompanied by their 
children. Surely a more positive way 
of life than confinement in prison? 

Yours faithfully.- 
ANN BARROLL 
(Chairman. Elizabeth Fry Hosier 
Management Committee), 

1 Upper Warren Avenue, 

Caversham. Reading. Berkshire. 
March IS. 


Carey’s crusade 

From Dr Caroline Bonwitt 

Sir, Dr Carey is head of the Establish¬ 
ed Church in a country engaged in a 
bloody, violent dispute with its neigh¬ 
bour. a country where nearly half the 
marriages break down, where child¬ 
ren are often brutalised, where stan¬ 
dards of public behaviour have 
reached an unprecedented low and 
where perhaps 2 per cent of the popu¬ 
lation practises the state religion. 

1 Despite all of this he found the time 
ro go and tell the Israelis how to do it 
(leading article, March 12: letters. 
March 13). 

You have to admire his cheek hut 
where is his Christian humility? What 
about the mote and beam? 

Yours faithfully. 

CAROLINE BONW1TT, 

The Foreland Medical Centre, 

1SS Walmer Road. WM. 

March 13. 


Against apostasy 

From Dr William Odilie 

Sir. I was surprised to see my Catho- 
lic Hemld review of A N. Wilson's 
book Paul: The Mind of the Apostle 
described in your Diary "(March 13) as 
“an extraordinary ad hominem at¬ 
tack " on the author. The implication 
of this appears to be that 1 misused my 
position as a reviewer in order to give 
vent to my personal feelings about Mr 
Wilson. But 1 have no personal ani¬ 
mus against Mr Wilson at all; if any¬ 
thing ilie reverse is true. 

A reviewer, nevertheless, has the 
duty of pointing out a writer's under¬ 
lying agenda where he believes he dis¬ 
cerns one: I believe that Mr Wilson's, 
as ! wrote in my review, is "to under¬ 
mine the credibility of the Christian 
religion in general and the Church in 
particular". 

It was M r Wilson, after all. who in a 
high-profile and swingeing attack on 
all religion wrote that "the love of God 
is the rout of all evil". This is why I 
described him as "an apostate". This 
is the correct term to describe one who 
makes u public declaration of his de¬ 
fection from Christianity rather than 
lasing lii-s faith more discreetly: I deny 
that I used it polemically in my review 
— my polemics were reserved almost 
entirely fur rhe book and not for its 
author. 

Yours sincerely. 

WILLIAM ODDIE. 

6 Sunningwell Road. Oxford. 

March 14. 


London’s ‘leap forward into past’ 


From Lord Feldman of Frognal 

Sir. Lady Blackstone (“Give the capi¬ 
tal authority", March 14) continues 
the saga of yer another Labour menu 
without prices. ‘ 

1 have learned that there are two 
ways to predict the future: one is to 
create it the other is to study the past. 
Having served as an adopted member 
of both the housing management and 
arts committees of foe Greater 
London Council. I believe from my 
past experience that even if the pro¬ 
posed Greater London Authority 
starts small, it will soon grow and 
grow. 

In my view, its establishment would 
be a leap forward into the past and a 
magical mystery tour leading to grow¬ 
ing bureaucracy and costs, and inex¬ 
orably to a London version of the 
“tartan tax". After all. the GLC—with 
its 20,000 staff — fully earned its place 
in history by having one of the largest 
budgets of any city, or indeed many 
smaller countries, in the world, leav¬ 
ing the ratepayers of London with un¬ 
necessarily high charges. 


To chop and change now, just as the 
systems set in place are growing in 
strength and performance, would be 
counter-productive. 

Lad}' Blackstone cites the sugges¬ 
tion of Tony Blair that an elected 
mayor would be a good idea. In a 
recent debate in the House of Lords 
several peers tfnyself included) point¬ 
ed our that a directly elected mayor, 
and a directly elected London author¬ 
ity. would set die scene for permanent 
discord in the corridors of London 
power. 

Instead of a mayor. I propose a fell- 
time Minister for London at Minister 
of State level within the Department 
of the Environment, who could travel 
the world as a champion for London, 
act as a host within London and co¬ 
ordinate and strengthen the city's 
activities ax a11 levels including — of 
course — strategic planning and 
transport. 

Yours faith felly. 

FELDMAN. 

House of Lords. 

March IS. 


Gorbachev’s legacy 

From Mr Brian Crosier 

Sir, I note from Professor Archie 
Brown's letter (March 17) that he is 
still not cured of his Gorbymania. 

Gorbachev’s book Perestroika is 
peppered with worshipful references 
to Lenin, as were his speeches. A con¬ 
vinced Leninist cannot be a defender 
of freedom in the Western sense. In 
the limited reforms he introduced, his 
objective was to convince the West 
that he was aiming at transforming a 
one-party dictatorship into a demo¬ 
cracy. thus persuading the West to 
rescue the Soviet Union from bank¬ 
ruptcy. 

His problem was that the commu¬ 
nist system was unreformable. Oleg 
Gordievsky, as an insider, is aware of 
the reality. As I put it in my own book. 
The Gorbachev Phenomenon (Clar- 
idge Press. 1990): “He deserves, not 
praise for his grand deception, but 
gratitude for his abysmal failure.” 

Yours faithfully, 

BRIAN CROZIER. 

Flat AA. I Carlisle Place. SW1. 

March 18. 


From Mr Oleg Gordlevsky 

Sir. Professor Archie Brown confirms 
the tendency of some in the academic 
world to mythologise and create icons 
out of communist autocrats, from 
Lenin to Ho Chi Minh. He says that 
Anatoli Sobchak and Sergei Stan- 
kevich “cleared Gorbachev of any res¬ 
ponsibility" for the Tbilisi massacre in 
1989. - 

Under the conditions of that regime 
it was impossible to accuse the Presi¬ 
dent of any criminal offence, but with¬ 
out orders from the top no military- 
political action in the capital city of a 
Soviet republic could take place. 

The impunity with which the lead¬ 
ership carried out the atrocities in Tbi¬ 
lisi, Baku and Vilnius, and the four 
years of war in Afghanistan under 
Gorbachev, were what forged the 
mind-set of those communist-school 
officials who later organised the in¬ 
famous bloodbath in Chechnia. 

Yours faithfully, 

OLEG GORDEEVSKY, 
do A M. Heath, 

79 St Martin’s Lane. WC2. 

March 18. 


Treating anorexia 

From Professor Emeritus 
Ivor H. Mills 

Sir, Mr Justice Wall has certainty bro¬ 
ken new ground (report March 13) by 
his ruling that under common law, a 
Ifryear-dd girl with anorexia could be 
restrained in a dinic for treatment 
But many would question the benefit 
of this. Using severe measures to force 
anorexic patients to eat often makes 
them depressed so that they can no 
longer drive themselves to eat 

Evidence that I. together with Linda 
Medlicott published in 1992 showed 
that patients with eating disorders 
have exactly the same compulsive 
features as are shown by those who 
have compulsive personality disorder. 
The latter group includes workaho¬ 
lics, some alcoholics and gamblers 
and those with obsessive compulsive 
neurosis, but they do nor have an eat¬ 
ing disorder. Appreciating the com¬ 
pulsive nature of the illness certainly 
helped the patients' families both to 
understand and to assist in their treat¬ 
ment 

In recent years the genetic basis of 
compulsive behaviour has begun to be 
unravelled. This may lead us to find a 
treatment which will curtail the com¬ 
pulsive drive, so that the patient can 
co-operate more easily in recovering. 

Yours faithfully, 

IVOR H. MILLS 

(Professor Emeritus of Medicine). 

University of Cambridge. 

Department of Surgery. 

Douglas House. 

Trumpington Road. Cambridge. 
March 13. 


Patterns of violence 

From Mr Martin Alprvn 

Sir, Your later editions today report 
two items, one above the other a man 
kicked to death tty a gang of youths 
while he was helping a disabled wo¬ 
man whom they were taunting, and a 
rail operator ordering up to 20 trains 
to run over the body of a young wo¬ 
man left for four hours on the line “in 
the interests of travellers who would 
otherwise have faced severe delays". 

Does anything connect these two 
events? 

Yours faithfully. 

MARTIN ALPREN. 

2 Claremont Park, Finchley. N3. 
March 19. 


Penance misplaced 

From Mr John K. Roberts 

Sir. Members of Hereford and Wor¬ 
cester Fire Brigade, being men of inte¬ 
grity. will want to dig deep into their 
own pockets so that me full burden of 
Mrs Clayton's award of £200.000 
against them for their inconsiderate 
conduct toward her (report. March IS) 
will nor fail too heavily on council tax¬ 
payers who have absolutely no res¬ 
ponsibility for this deplorable matter. 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN K. ROBERTS. 

The Old Nursery, 

Easton, Woodbridge, Suffolk. 

March 20. 


Burying the Globe 

From Professor J. L Wilson - 

Sir, The refusal by English Heritage 
further to investigate tile remains of 
the Globe playhouse (report, March 
13) suggest that their archaeologists 
have learned nothing from the sorry 
saga of toe Rose, which remains cov¬ 
ered up eight years after its discovery. 
■Archaeologists speaking on behalf of 
English Heritage have consistently 
failed to show appreciation of the 
importance of these sites. 

Until the discovery of the Rose there 
were no material remains of any Eliz¬ 
abethan playhouse known, and the 
Globe is the only playhouse which 
may be truly described as “Shakes¬ 
pearean". It is the only one in the 
design of which Shakespeare may 
have had some influence — the other 
amphitheatre playhouses with which 
be is known to have been connected, 
the Theatre and the Curtain, were 
built during his childhood, and his 
connection with the Rose is specu¬ 
lative. 

Although the sites of six Elizabe¬ 
than playhouses are known, there is 
no guarantee that the remains of any 
but the Rose and the Globe survive. 
The latter is of global importance: in 
permitting development of the site 
and refusing to excavate it English 
Heritage is failing in its duty to 
scholarship. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. L WILSON (Author. 

The Archaeology of Shakespeare, 
Sutton Publishing, 1995), 

Whaleway. Harlton, Cambridge. 
March 14. 


Political passions 

From Mr Edward Thomas 

Sir. From the start of Richard Atten¬ 
borough’S article (“Believe me: Blair 
cares about the arts’’, March 15) I 
thought it would not be long before 
the word passion cropped up. I was 
not disappointed. Ten years ago. 
when he was on the stump with Roy 
Jenkins on behalf of the SDP. he said 
on camera that he believed pas¬ 
sionately in the middle ground. In 
what political home will his passion 
find him in another ten years? 

He cannot be too surprised at Virgi¬ 
nia Bottom! ey’s “luwies' charter" gibe 
at Tony Blair's Mansion House 
speech. So many of his fraternity are 
{found up with the most tiresome in¬ 
tensity and self-indulgence. Full of 
ideas they are — passionately held of 
course — as to how public money 
should be spent In equal measure are 
they bereft of ideas as to how the same 
money is to be made in the first place. 

Yours truly, 

EDWARD THOMAS. 

Flat 4.21 Jevington Gardens. 
Eastbourne, East Sussex. 

March 15. 


Weekend Money letters, page 46 


betters to the Editor should carry a 
daytime telephone number. They 
may be sent to a fox number — 
0171-7825046. 


Ancient Basque 
links with Georgia 

From Mr Gerald Stonehill 

Sir, Your report (March 2D) linking 
the Basque language with Etruscan, 
and your leading article affirming 
that Basque has no known link with 
any other language, is misleading, 
nor does it follow that Basque origins 
must be sought only in Africa. 

The Ancient Greeks recognised a 
second Iberia, coexisting near the 
Caucasus in modem Georgia. Recall, 
too, “The Hyrcanian cliffs Of Cauca¬ 
sus and dark Iberian dales" (Milton. 
Paradise Regained, iii. 318). Dn "You 
enter into the Iberians region, who are 
separated from the Albanois by the 
river Alazon. which runneth downe 
from the Caucasian hills." (Pliny i. 119. 
in Holland's translation, dted by the 
Oxford English Dictionary. (Ibay- 
erri in Basque means “the country of 
the river”) 

In the Stalin era the Georgian philo¬ 
logist Aleksander KIknadze cata¬ 
logued more than 360 words identical 
or very similar in the Georgian and 
Basque languages, such as (hose for 
people, mountain crests, wheels and 
grain. The Russian biologist and bot¬ 
anist Nikolay Vavilov (d 1943) found 
that Basque wheat was similar to 3 
Georgian variety, unmatched any¬ 
where else. 

Moreover, the syntax and gramma¬ 
tical structure of the two languages 
are alike, and anthropologists have 
traced further resemblances in folk 
music and dances and in family cus¬ 
toms and traditions. The clincher was 
the unearthing in Bilbao of the “Iber¬ 
ian tablet”, which defied decipher¬ 
ment until the Georgian Shota Khve- 
velidze, who had studied ancient 
Georgian, was called in.'After much 
study, he translated the text: 

In the year 4100 the- earth heaved with a 
mighty roar. The wise Rio reminded his 
countrymen that this had happened once 
before, when pan of the Iberian land was 
swallowed up. It was therefore imperative 
to leave and follow the sun's course. Rio 
managed to collect several hundred thou¬ 
sand people and headed in the direction of 
Che sunset There they found a new home¬ 
land... 

In Basque tradition legends also tell 
how their ancestors came from the 
east at the time of “a giant battle 
between fire, earth and water*. Kik- 
nadze suggests that this could have 
coincided with the cataclysm that 
overwhelmed the Minoans in Crete 
c 1500 BC. 

It would be quite within expecta¬ 
tions that the Caucasian Iberians 
would J\ave left dues, as in Tuscany, 
of their migration to the west 

Yours etc. 

GERALD STONEHILL 
One The Boltons. SW10. 

March 20. 


High life 

From Mr Peter Blunt 

Sir, Financial worries have always 
beset Oxford and Cambridge colleges 
vying to put on the best summer ball. 
Only the figures change (report, 
March 17). 

The I960 Merton Comment BaD 
Committee decided to set an expensive 
double-ticket price of £10. This in¬ 
cluded an all-night champagne buffet 
with breakfast, and dancing in mar¬ 
quees to the legendary Sid Phillips 
and his Band, a Calypso singer, a 
Trinidad steel band (a first for Oxford) 
and a piper for reels. 

There was the usual cabaret, for 
which we had risked the considerable 
sum of E40 on four unknown stu¬ 
dents, who were about to open a re¬ 
view that summer on the Edinburgh 
Fringe, their names being Cook, 
Moore, Bennett and Miller. The mid¬ 
night show eventually started after 
some delay, with one member missing 
(Dr Miller had hospital duties), and I 
feared the worst 

The entertainment was understand¬ 
ably a riotous success, but when the 
committee met after the ball to pay the 
bills, we thought Jong and hard before 
paying the foU fee for only three out of 
the four performers. 

Yours faithfully. 

PETER BLUNT, 

6 Park View Terrace, 

Worcester. 

March 19. 

From Mr C. F. Dayer 

Sir, I find it very hard to understand 
haw undergraduates, who are sup¬ 
posedly hard-pushed financially, are 
able to spend around £100 on a May 
Ball. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. F. DAYER. 

40 Fesants Croft, 

Harlow. Essex. 

March 17. 


Misdirected male 

From Major-General 
L deM. Thmllier 

Sir, I have just received a communica¬ 
tion addressed to Ms Maj-Gen L. 
Thmllier offering me a free sample of 
Silkies tights and informing me that 
66 million women have already re¬ 
ceived theirs. The letter bears foe 
heading: “The most beautiful legs in 
the world wear Silkies." 

Am I now to believe that T harbour 
an errant gene which, at my advanced 
age, is about to change my sex? 

f am. Sir, yours truly (still male), 
LESLIE THUIULIER, 

The Red Bam, 

Patoey, Devizes, Wiltshire. 

March 17. 
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BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
Man* 21: The Queen arrived this 
morning at Mansfield Station and 
was received by Sir Andrew Bu¬ 
chanan Bt (Her Majesty's Lotd- 
Lieuicnanl of Nottinghamshire). 

Her Majesty drove to Queen Eliza¬ 
beth's Endowed School. Mansfield, 
and was received by the Chairman of 
the Governors and Trustees (Coun¬ 
cillor John Carted and the Head 
Teacher (Mrs Nicola Atkin). 

The Queen unveiled the Lady 
Flogan Memorial and afterwards 
toured the school. 

Her Majesty later arrived in Not¬ 
tingham City Centre and was re¬ 
ceived by the Lord Mayor (Councillor 
Barrie Phrkerl. who escorted The 
Queen akng the Processional Way to 
the Council House, meeting school- 
chDdrai and representatives from the 
uniformed organisations. 

At the Council House Her Majesty 
unveiled a plaque to commemorate 
the Centenary of the City, visited the 
City of Nottingham's Centenary Ex¬ 
hibition and met the Mayors of the 
City's twin towns, before viewing the 
plans for a new Mfllermhim Ice 
Stadium. 

The Queen subsequently attended 
a Luncheon given by the Lord Mayor. 

Her Majesty this afternoon visited 
the new Nottingham Courthouse and 
was received by the Chairman of the 
Magistrates’ Court Committee (Mr 
George Fish). 

The Queen later visited Boots the 
Chemist. Beeston. Nottingham, was 
received by the Chairman (Sir Mich¬ 
ael Angus) and unveiled a foundation 
stone for the new headquarters 
building. 

Her Majesty afterwards visited 
Boots Contract Manufacturing Dev¬ 
elopment Laboratories and was re¬ 
ceived by Mr Melvyn Brown (Chief 
Executive) and the Mayor of 
Broxfowe (Councillor John White). 

Hie Queen subsequently visited 
Boots Healthcare International and 
was received by Mr Bairy dare 
(Managing Director). 

The Duke of Edinburgh. President 
Emeritus. World Wide Fund for 
Nature — WWF international, this 
morning gave a Press Conference at 
the Prince George HoteL Halifax. 
Nova Scotia. 

His Royal Highness later attended 
a Luncheon for the World Wide Fund 
for Nature - Canada Wildlife Rescue 
ream at the Westin Nova Scotian 
Hotel. The Duke of Edinburgh this 
afternoon chaired an Endangered 
Species Workshop ax the Bedford 
Institute of Oceanography. 

Afterwards, at the Halifax HoteL 
His Royal Highness. Founder and 
Chairman of the International Trust¬ 
ees. presented xertificaies to young 
people who have readied the Gold 
Standard in The Duke of Edinburgh's 


Award Young Canadians Challenge. 

This evening The Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh attended a Dinner for World 
Wide Fund for Nature at the World 
Trade Club. 

The Prince of Wales, on behalf of 
The Queen, held an Investiture at 
Buckingham Palace this morning. 
March 21: Hie Duke of York this 
afternoon visited the Defence Tech- 
. nofogy Stand at the Year of Engineer¬ 
ing Success Exhibition. National 
Exhibition Centre, Birmingham, and 
was received by Mr Roger Butman 
(Deputy Lieutenant of West Midlands). 
March 21: The Prince Edward. 
Trustee. The Duke of Edinburgh's 
Award International Foundation, 
and Chairman. International Coun¬ 
cil The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
International Association, uxtay 
undertook engagements in New 
Delhi. India. 

His Royal Highness this morning 
attended presentations on the Indian 
Award North Zone, visited th e Awa rd 
exhibition and attended a Reception 
with Gold Award recipients at Vasant 
Valley School Vasant Kunj. The 
Prince Edward afterwards visited 
Qtub Minar and Humayun's Tomb. 

His Royal Highness, accompanied 
fay the British High Commissioner 
(His Excellency the Hon Sir David 
Gore-Booth), this afternoon attended 
a Luncheon given by the Confedera¬ 
tion of Indian Industry at the Taj 
Palace Hold. 

The Prince Edward later attended a 
meeting with Shri KocherQ Raman 
Narayanan (Wee-President of India). 

His Royal Highness this evening 
attended a Reception at the British 
Council and launched the North 
I ndia Alumni Directory of Indians 
who have studied in Great Britain, 
particularly those who have received 
the Foreign mid Commonwealth 
Office Chevening Awards and the 
Charles Wallace India Trust Awards. 

The Prince Edward afterwards 
attended a Dinner given by the 
British High Commissioner at the 
Residence. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
March 21: Tbe Prince of Wales. 
President, this afternoon attended the 
BT Swtmathon in aid of The Prince's 
Trust at The Queen Mother Sports 
Centre. London SW1. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
March 21: The Princess Margaret. 
Countess of Snowdon. President. The 
Royal Ballet, this afternoon attended 
the Junior Choreographic Com¬ 
petition at the Royal Ballet School 
White Lodge. Richmond Park. 
THATCHED HOUSE LODGE 
March 21: Princess Alexandra, 
accompanied by the Ri Hon Sir 
Angus Ogilvy. (his morning arrived 
ar Gatwick Airport. London, from 
Bermuda. 


Dinners 

Blacksmiths’ Company 
The Lord Mayor, accompanied by 
[he Sheriffs and their Ladies, 
attended die annual livery dinner 
of (he Blacksmiths’ Company held 
last night at Mansion House. Mr 
Rodney Lyons, Prime Warden, 
presided, assisted by the Wardens. 
Among the guests were Major 
General P.V.R. Besgrove, Director. 
General Equipment (Army), arid 
Brigadier R. Pridham, Com¬ 
mandant, Royal M ilitary School of 
Engineering, Chatham. 

Incorporation of Weavers, 

Fullers and Shearmen 
Mr Roger Jersey, Master of the the 
Incorporation cif Weavers. Fullers 
and Shearmen of Exeter, assisted 
by die Wardens and Court of 
Assistants, presided at a dinner 
held Iasi night at Tuckers’ Hail, 
Exeter, in honour of Mr Richard 
Davis, Master of the Goth- 
workers' Company, and the Rev 
Peter Taylor, immediate Past Mas¬ 
ter of the Drapers' Company. 

Sir Godfray le Qucsne. QC 
The judges, past and present, and 
officers of the Courts of Appeal of 
Jersey and Guernsey held a dinner 
in Middle Temple last night to 
mark die recent retirement of Sir 
Godfray le Quesne, QC from th 
Bench. Sir Godfray- had been 
appointed when the courts were set 
up in 1964. 

Montgomeryshire Society 
Mr David H.O. Owen, President 
of die Montgomeryshire Society, 
presided at the seventieth anniver¬ 
sary dinner held last night at the 
Reform Club. Mr David Carey 
Evans was the speaker and Profes¬ 
sor Kenneth Morgan also spoke. 

London University Inner Temple 
Society 

Judge Elfer was die guest of 
honour at a dinner given last night 
at Canary Wharf by London 
University Inner Temple Society to 
mark the final round of the 
intercollegiate mooting com¬ 
petition. Mr Peter Feds. chairman 
of the society, presided. 


Luncheon 

The London Institute 
The Chairman of the London 
Institute. Mr Julian E. Markham 
was the host at a luncheon held on 
Wednesday, March 19. at the 
Institute’s headquarters in Davies 
Street. WI. The guests included: 

Mr Stuart Hampson. chairman of 

John Lewis partnership pic Mr 

Brace Oldfield. OB£ Mr Clinton 
Silver. CBE, Chairman of the British 

Fashion Council- Mr Koben Bright. 

Governor.The London Institute Mrs 

Jenifer Rosenberg. OBE. Governor, 

The London institute; sir William 
Stubbs. Rector.The London institute 
and Jane Rap ley. Dean of Fashion 
and Textiles. Central sajnt Martins 
College of Art and Design. 


Weekend birthdays 


TODAY: Lord Alpnn. S4. Miv- 
Laraine Ashton, fashion mi dels' 
agent. 51: Mr George Benson, 
singer and guitarist. 54. Viscouni 
Bnlingbruke. 7lk Mrs Bern 
Callaway, kr-skaiine trainer. n9: 
Miss Sheila Cameron. QC. Vicar- 
General of the Province of Canter¬ 
bury. b3; Mr Philip Ely. former 
President. Law Society. 61: Mr 
"Brian Hanrahan. broadcaster. 4X; 
Mr D.C. Ingman. former chair¬ 
man. British Waterways Board, 
tft the Very Rev Lawrence Jack- 
son. Provost Emeritus of Black- 
bum. 71; Professor Harry Kay. 
former Vice-Chancellor. Exeter 
University. 7S. lord Uoyd- 
Webber. 4°: M Marcel Marceau. 
mime 3rtisL 74: Mr R.F. Mardling. 
Headmaster. Queen Elizahelh 
Grammar School. Wakefield. 53. 
Mr Alan Opie. baritone. 52; Mr 
C.S. Pick, publisher. 80; Sir 
Lyndcn Pindling. former Prime 
Minister of die Bahamas. h7; 
Professor William Ritchie. Vice- 
Chancellor. Lancaster University. 
57: Mr Paul Schockemohle. 
showjumper. 51 Mr Stephen 
Sondheim, composer and lyricist. 
67; Professor Sir Colin Speeding, 
chairman. Council of Science and 
Technology Institutes. 71 Lord 
Stokes. 83; Mr Leslie Thomas, 
author, btc Admiral Sir Richard 
Thomas. 65: Professor Sir Leslie 
Turn berg. President. Royal Cull- 


Faculty of Public 
Health Medicine 

The Princess Royal delivered the 
Queen Elizabeth rhe Queen 
Mother lecture, followed by a 
reception in her honour ar the 
Royal College of Physicians of 
London to mark the 2Sth anniver¬ 
sary of the Faculty of Public Health 
Medicine on March 30. The Presi¬ 
dent. Dr June Crown, was the host 
at the 25th anniversary dinner. The 
guests included: 

Professor Sir Richard DolL Professor 
J.N. Moms. Dr W. Harding. Dame 
Rosemary Rue. Professor w.w. 
Holland. Professor Sir Cyril 
Chantler. Dame Deirdre Hine. Sir 
Henry Yellow lees, sir Donald 
Achesoru Lady Alexander of weedon. 
Sir Christopher Paine. Mr P. Hunt. 
Dr R. Maxwell, the Mayor of 
Camden. Councillor G. Uuenby. 
representatives of the Nuffield 
Provincial Hospitals TrusL the 
President of the Royal College of 
Nursing and the Presidents of 
Medical Royal Colleges and 
Faculties. 


University news 

Jesus CoOegc: Cambridge 
Professor David George Crichlon. 
FRS. Professor of Applied 
Mathematics and Fellow of St 
John's College, has been elected 
Master of the college from Septem¬ 
ber 30. W7. 



William S ha trier, actor. 
Captain Kirk in Star Trek, 
beams up to 66 today 

egu' of Physicians, bv Miss Fanny 
Waterman, concert pianist and 
teacher. 77; Professor D. Watson, 
director. Brighton University. -IS: 
Miss Priscilla Yates, a former 
director. Royal Acaderm "f Danc¬ 
ing. 50. 

Tt'MORROW: Princess Eugenie 
of York i' 7 hulas. 

Profess* >r H.C Allen. American 
historian. St I: Mr Michael Ath¬ 
erton. cricketer. 2*. Mr Norman 
Bui lev baritone. M: Sir Roger 
Bannisfer. former Master. Pem¬ 


broke College. Oxford, and first 
man to run sub-four minute mile. 
ML Mr Bryan Bass. Headmaster. 
Citv uf London School. 63: Profes¬ 
sor RJ. Bennen. FBA. geographer. 
49: Professor Fronds Berry, poet 
and Shakespearean scholar. Si 
Mr Geoffrey Clifron-Brown. MP* 
44: M r Bam Crier, comedian and 
writer. 6i’ Professor Michael 
Gfeeson. otolaryngologist. 49: Mr 
Peter Godfrev. chartered account¬ 
ant, 73: the Rev Dr Peter Graves, 
superiniendent minister. West¬ 
minster Central HalL 54: Professor 
Kenneth J. Gregory. Warden, 
Goldsmiths' College. 59; Ms Lis 
Howell former director of pro¬ 
grammes. GMTV. 46: Mr Akira 
Kurosawa, film director. 87; Sir 
Geoffrey Leigh, chairman. Allied 
London Properties. 64: Sir David 
McNee. former Commissioner. 
Metropolitan Police. 72; Mr Mich¬ 
ael Manser, architect, 63: Mr 
Andrew Mitchell. MP. 41; Mr 
Alfred Morris. M P. tft Mr Mich¬ 
ael Nyman, composer. 53: Sir 
Raiph Peering, former Lord Mayor 
of London. 92: Sir Desmond 
Pilcher, chairman. Merseyside 
Development Corporation. 62; Dr 
P.R. Stott. Headmaster. Bancroft’s 
School. Woodford Green. 47; Sir 
Ian Todd, former President Royal 
College of Surgeons. 76: Sir 
Edward Warner, diplomat. St*; Sir 
Denis Wright- diplomat S6. 


Anniversaries 


TODAY: BIRTHS: Sir Anthony 
Van Dyck, painter. Antwerp. 1599; 
William Pulleney. Earl of Bath, 
statesman. London. loS4; William 
I. King of Prussia 1S6I-SS. German 
Emperor (371-88. Berlin. 1797: Carl 
Rosa, founder of the opera com¬ 
pany bearing his name. Hamburg. 
UHL “Chico" Marx, actor and 
comedian. New York. 1S91: Nicho¬ 
las Monsarrat, novelist Liverpool. 
1910: Gerard Hoffnung. artist 
humorist and musician, Berlin, 
1925. 

DEATHS: Jean-Baptiste Lully, 
composer. Paris. Ib67; Johann 
Wolfgang von Goethe, poet Wei¬ 
mar. Germany. 1832: Thomas 
Hughes, politician and author of 
Tom Brown's Schooldays. Brigh¬ 
ton. 1896: Frederick William Far¬ 
rar. writer of school stories and 
Dean of Canterbury 1895-1901 
Canterbury. 1903; Michael Todd, 
film magnate, killed in an air 
crash. New Mexico. 1958. 

Because of a drought the American 
side of the Niagara Falls ran short 
of water. 1903. 

The first cabs with taxi meters 
began operating in London. 1907. 
The Arab League was founded in 
Cairo. 1945. 


TOMORROW: BIRTHS: Alfred 
Milner. Viscount Milner, imperi¬ 
alist. Giessen. Germany. 1854: Sir 
Muirhead Bone, water colourist 
and etcher. Glasgow. 1876: Juan 
Gris, painter and pioneer of Cub¬ 
ism. Madrid. 1887; Joan Crawford, 
actress. San Antonio, Texas. 1908: 
W emher von Braun, pioneer of 
rocketry. Wirsicz. Germany. 1912; 
Jimmy Edwards, comedy actor, 
Barnes, 1920; Donald Campbell 
holder of land and water speed 
records. Horiey, Surrey. 1921. 
DEATHS: Stendahi (Marie-Henri 
Beyle), novelist Paris. IS42; Raoul 
Dufy, painter. Forcalquier. 
France. 1953. 

London’s first tram cars, designed 
by a Mr Train of New York, began 
operating from Bayswacr. 1861. 
An Italian socialist journalist. Be¬ 
nito Mussolini, formed die Fas¬ 
cists to fight liberalism and 
communism. 1919. 

Austin Peay. Governor of Ten¬ 
nessee. signed a statute forbidding 
the teaching of Darwin’s theory of 
evolution in state schools. I92S. « 
The first official meeting for 400 
years between-the heads of the 
Catholic and Anglican Churches 
took place in Rome, 1966. 


Memorial 

service 

Croup Captain 
George Montgomery 
Tbe Lord-LKuKnam of Norfolk at¬ 
tended a service of thanksgiving for 
the life of Group Capram Monty 
Montgomery, farmer Seammy ol 
Norfolk Naturalists’ Thrst and 
Honorary Appeal Secretary of the 

University of ^ i tE 

y esterdav in Norwich Cathedral-The 
Canon Pinor officiated and the Vice- 
Dean pronounced the Messing. 

Mr Patrick Montgomery and Mr 
Michael Montgomery, sons- read me 
lessons. Mr Keith McDnugal! gave 
an address. , . 

The Archdeacon of Nmwkft. 
Canon Mkhad McLain and die Rev 
Rets Cunie were robed and m me 
sanctuary. 


Dulwich College 

Dulwich College is pleased to an¬ 
nounce the folkwring awards: 

C* D^BlOUl ScMinUp: O J MuflL 

Blcklev part school 

Hamid Penn pv Scholarships: P R J 

Hazrll. Dulwich College PretwraJoO 

School; S R P Joyce, Dulwich College 
PreparatorySchooL „ 

Hartley Shawms SdioiarstrtpjK.TVA 

gsiss& scEsm 

Dr H M Fisher Scholarship: N D W 
Ashcroft. Rokefty School. 

Alleyn Ctnb Scholarship: J E Powles. 
Dulwich College Preparatory School. 
Alt Scholarship: c M Milner. Dulwich 
College Preparatoiy SchooL 

M ndr Wui lUBlhlB : N SpleTS. Killg^ 

College Cambridge Choir schooL 
Babdnidse Scholarship* T P GrundY. 


Lone. Bessemer unutKc riuii—j 
School: TML Puliln. Dulwich College 
Lowe? School: E W Roberts. Dujwft* 

College Lower School: M Setvan. 

Dulwich College Lower SchooL 
D C Bauer Scholarships: J WH Barfon. 
Hornlman Primary School: A Clare. 
Ellen Bank Primary School; TTanaJo^ 
Elmhurst Preparatory SchooL' P 
Havtland, John Ball Primary SchooL J 
Petzlg. Honeywell Junior SchooL 
Lorraine Wilson Memorial 
Scholarships: B A Oiaebaiye. 
Rosemead Pmmratory School: Jw F 
Usherwood, Rosemra d Prepar® ory 
School; T a Stofer. Dulwich College 
Lower School; C J O Owen. Dulwich 
College Lower SchooL 
C C P Tanner Memorial Scholarship; 
D y S Lau. Worsley Bridge Junior 
SchooL 

Mode Scholarships M A Taylor. 
BfcUey Park School; J G StpprelL St 
Lukes C of E Primary School. 

A1IO* 

W E Grey Scholarships: S B Block. 
Worslev Bridge JunlorSchool: J Mani. 
Cutnnor House School: B F Smith. 
Our Lady and Si Philip Nerl School: J 
Z-Y A P Salter. Clap ham Manor 
Primary SchooL 


Service dinner 

4th Paracfaric Brigade (1942-44) 
Cofonri Geoffrey Powell presided at 
the annual dinner of the officers' 
dinner dub of the 4th Parachute 
Brigade (1942-44) Group bekf last 
night ax the Army and Navy Cfub. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

MrCH-D.Bawwee 
and Miss PJf.B. Dame* 

Vm tn^BM*** “STS 
between Chnstorfier. , «mof Mr 
and Mrs RonaW 
Cow-den, Kent, and Jane, dsugbta 
ofMrand Mrs Michael Dame*. of 
Chew Sfofce, SomerseL 
Mr MJ- Browning 

and Miss SJH. Harwood 

The encasement ts announosl 
between Marcus James, smol Dr 
and Mrs Hugh Brownmg. of 

Harlequin House, Uto 
Hampshire, and Sarah Ham. 
elder daughter of Mr and Mr 
M ichael Haywood, of CXdwich 
international CWkgu. nwkn. 
Thailand. 

MrN-A- CoUiiigndse 
and Miss S.L Nortbey 
Hie engagement is “nretiKrf 
between Neil, only son of Mr and 
Mrs Malcolm ColhngrHl^. of 
Tavistock. Devon, and Sarah, 
dder daughter of Mr Chnsiojwr 
Northev, of Wcybraigc, Swrej’. 
and Mis Stella Ziegler, cti \evn. 
Switzerland. 

MrG.Lightwood 
and Miss H. Harman 
The enaagement is announced 
between Gary, second son of Mr 
and Mrs PWcr Lignrwoad. 

of Weston-super-Mare, and 

Henrietta, only daudtter or Mrs 
Carolyn Harman and the tare Mr 
Michael Harman, of BrismL 
Mr AJ». Manx® 
and Miss CM. Bruno 
The oigagemenl is amwuTKWl 
between Andrew, son of Mr and 
Mrs Philip MarcelL of Hasletnere, 
Surrey, and Carol, daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Michael Bruno II. of 
Long Island. New York- 
Mr CC Paling 
and Miss CA. Beckett 
The engagement is annoumwi 
between Christopher, son of Mr 
and Mis Michael Piliing. of 
Winder House. La ugh ten on, 
Lincoln, and Caroline (Bumble), 
daughter of Mr John Beckett and 
the late Mrs Angela Beckett, and 
stepdaughter of Mrs Jan Beckett, 
of Hampton Bye. Malpas. 
Cheshire. 

Mr CJ. Wakot 
and Miss ICS. Wallers 
The engagement is announced 
between Christopher, son of 
Professor and Mrs P. Wakol, erf 
Lisvane. Cardiff, and Kathryn, 
elder daughter of Major and Mrs 
C Wallers, of Usvane. Cardiff. 


liverpool College 

The Governors have appointed Mr 
J.P. Siviter. MA(Oxonj. CPh\-s. 
FlnstP. as Principal from Septem¬ 
ber 1997. Mr Siviter is at present 
"Deputy Headmaster at Bancroft's 
School. Essex. 
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Church services tomorrow 


Palm Sunday 

ST ANDREWS CATHEDRAL ABERDEEN: 8 HC; 10.15 
S EudL God so loved (Stalrieri. Tbe Provost: 6JO ES. 
Hosanna to the Son of David (Cfbbons}. 

ARMAGH CATHEDRAL: 10 HC 11 M.'Blessed Jesu 
fount of mercy fDvorakJ. Tbe Dean: 3.15 Confirmation 
Sendee. Modal Eudi (White). The Arcbbtsbop. 
BELFAST CATHEDRAL: (0 M. Drop drop slow tears 
(Gibbons}: 11 S Euctu Kyrle aererna Chrad munera 
(PatstrinaJ. Crux Odelis {King John IV or Portugal): 
3JO Confirmation, Pray Inal Jerusalem (Psaito). 
BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL: 9 MP: 9.15 HC 11 
Choral Euch. Hosanna to the Son of David (WeelkesL 
Chrisms foetus esr fBruduter). Go to dark Geutsemane 
(Bach): 4 Choral E. It ts a thing most wonderful 
(Moore). Rl Rev P HalL 

BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL: 8 HC; 9.15 Choral M. All 
glory laud and honour (arr. Bach). Canon Halt 103d 
Euch. Mlssa brevis (Palestrina). Hosanna to the Son of 
David (WeeXkesfc4 Choral E. 

BRECON CATHEDRAL: B. 11 Holy Euch. Plalnsaog. 
The Dean: 3 JO E, Hosanna to the Son (Weetkes). 
BRISTOL CATHEDRAL: College Green 7.40 M: 8 HC 
10 Choral Euch. Hosanna to the Son of David 
(Weetnesv. CruotlUms a 8 Oonl): 3 JO Choral E. O sing 
unto the Lord (Puicefl). Canon a Redfem. 
CADELRLAN BANGOR CATHEDRAL: 8 Holy Euch: 
9.45CymunBendlga!d: it Procession A Chora] Euch. 
Hosanna to the Son of David (Hutchings): 3 15 The 
Crucifixion (Stainer); 5 Gosber, Emynau. 
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL- 8 HC 9JO M: 10.50 
Blessing of Palms. Procraslon A S Euch. Pueri 
Hebraeorum (VtaoriaLTbe Dean: 3.1S E A Admission 
of Assistant OrranlsL Timor et tremor (Poulenc): 6J0 
Compline. Bev> Bren. 

CARLISLE CATHEDRAL 7.45 M:8 HC I0J0S Euch. 
O saviour of the world (Goss): 3 E. Short Service (Byrd). 
CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL- 7JO MP; 8 HC. The 
Acting Provost 9 JO Procession A Euch. Canon B 
Thompson: 11.15 Procession A sung Euch. 
Rem ember not Lord our offences (Purcell]. Canon D 
Kni ght; 4 B aptism: 6 Rending A Music for Passlontlde. 
CHESTER CATHEDRAL- 7.45 L 8 HC 10 Blessing A 
Pro. The Dean; II JO Choral Euch, Ave verum corpus 
(Byrd): 11 JO Choral M. The Lamentation of Jeremiah 
Balrstuw). canon O Conway. 3 JO Choral E, All glory 
(Bach]: 6J0 E. Canon O Conway. 

CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC 10 M. Benedldte 
tSumston In B rial), Pueri Hebraeorum (Palestrina). 
Rev J McKeduile; 1] Procession A S Euch. Drop drop 
slow tears (Leighton): 3 JO E. Blair In B minor. Glory 
and honour and laud (Wood). 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL Oxford: 8 HC. IOMA 
Sermon. Miserere (Victoria), canon Webster; 11.15 S 
Euch. Mass for five voices (Byrd). Hosanna (WeeUesL 


Canon Peirce 6 E, Chrisms foetus esr (Bruckner). 
COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 7.40 MP; 8 Communlon: 
10JO Procession of Palms and Euch. Not mortem 
(Morteyl. Canon POesrrridierl: 3 German Lutherans 3 
Polish Lutherans; 5 E. Thou knowesr Lord (PurcelQ. 
DERBY CATHEDRAL 8 HC 10.45 5 Each. Hosanna to 
tbe Son {Werlkesh A E. Dyson In D. Hosanna to the Son 
(Gibbons), The Provost. 

DURHAM CATHEDRAL 8 HC Canon D Hodgson: 10 
- M. Hosanna to the Son of David (WeeIkes). Canon D 
Brown: tl.is HC Drop drop slow tears (Ldghran). 
Canon S Fed ley; 3 jo E. Rubbra In A fUL 
ELY CATHEDRAL 8.15 HC Rev J McTariane 1030 
Prooesslon A S Euch. Hosanna to the Son frrepceL Rev 
J Inge 3.45 E. First service (Shepherd). 

EXETER CATHEDRAL 8 HC 9 JO Said: 10 Pro cession 
of Palms and SEuctLAve verum corpus (Byrd); 3 JO E. 
Hosanna to the Son of David (weelkes); 6JO E. 
Hosanna to the Son of David (Moore). Canon X Parry. 
GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL 8. 12.15 HC 10.15 
Blessing of Palms A Procession, Tbe Passion 
according to St Mark (Sanders); 3 E, Dyson in D. 
Greater love OrelandL Canon N Chatfleid. 
GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL 8 HC Rev Dr I Fisher 
1OJ0 S Euch. st Matthew Passion (Victoria). Salvator 
round! (Tallis). The Dean; 6JO E. Rubbra In A flat. Let 
all the world (v wintams). Canon DrM Palmer. 
HEREFORD CATHEDRAL 7 JO M: 8 HC 10 The 
Ltrurgy. Plalnsong; Hosanna to the Son of David 
(Weeikes). The Treasurer 3J0 E. doty and honour 
and laud (Wood). Tbe Chancellor. 

LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC 10 Mj 10JO Euch. 
Hosannah to the Son of David (weeikes): 4 Choral E. 
First Service (Tomkins). Hear my prayer O Lord 
(Purcell), Organ Music (Bach). 

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HC KUO S Eucfl. The 
Liturgy of Palm Sunday with Procession of Palms. 
Hosanna to the Son oTDavfd (Weeikes). st Matthew 
Passion (Victoria); 330 E, E. The Fifth Service 
(lara kins). Hosanna ro the Son Of David (Gibbons). 
LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 7.45 litany: 8 HC 9JO S 
Euch. Hosanna to the Son of David (Weeikes): I MSM, 
The lamentation (Bairatow). It Is a thing most 
wonderful (Ireland),-12 JO HC 3.45 E. O Lord my God 
why hast thou forsaken me (Huudiey). Canon J Bayley. 
LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL 8 MP A HC 10 JO Litany. 
ProcA Euch; 3 Choral E.Canon M Boytlng:4 HC. 
LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL 7JO M A Litany; 8 Hojy 
Euch, Tbe Dean: 9 Pure A Parish Euch. The Dean;. 
10.45 Proc ft S Eucb. MJssa Brevis (Preston). Hosanna 
to Uie Son (Weeikes), The Dean: 12.15 Holy Euch; 3J0 
Musk ft Readings lor tbe Passion: 630 Parish E ft 
Sermon. Rev M Tomlinson. 

MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8/45 M: 9 Euch. 10JOS 
Euch. Hosanna to the Son of David (WeeDtea); 4 


Crucifixion (Stainer): 630 E. Solus ad Vloiman 
(Leighton). Canon J Atherton. 

NORWICH CATHEDRAL 730 MP: 8 HC 1030 S 
Euch. Hosanna to the Son of David (Weeikes). St Marie 
Passion (Sanders). Salvator murwl (Blow): 330 E. 
Vlnea mea electa (Pouleno. Rev M Thibet: 6.30 Young 
Peopled Euch. Mass of St Thomas (Thome). 
PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 8.15 HC 930 M. 
Benedldte in G (Jackson): IQ.30 Procession of Palms ft 
Euch. Mlssa Canruariensls (Rubbra), Hosanna to tbe 
Son of David (Gibbons). Tbe Dean; 330 E. Glory and 
honour (Wood): 730 St John Passion (Bach). 
PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL 8 HC 10 Euch. Call to 
remembrance (Farrant). Canon D Isaac 530 
Diocesan Pilgrimage. Rev Dr P NewetL 
RD’ON CATHEDRAL 8 Euch. Rev D MurfeU 9 Palm 
Procession. Hosanna to the Son (Weetkesi: 930 Euch. 
Drop drop slow tears (Walton). Canon M Glanville- 
Smftlu 1130 M. The Lamentation of .Jeremiah 
(Balrslow). Hosanna to tbe Son IGlbbonst 1230 Euch. 
Canon E Eason: 3 Holy Baptism; 5JO E. Mamilflcai 
and Nunc Dimitris (locksonln GL Hosanna to the Son 
(Gibbons), Canon K Punshon. 

ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC 9.45 M. Salvator 
Mundl rralllS). All glory (Bacht 10JO Proceslon of 
Palms. Hosanna to tbe Son (Weetkesi. S Euch and 
Reading of the passion. Salvator Mundl (Tallis): 3. t s 
E. If ye love me (Tallis). Hosanna to the Son (Weeikes). 
SALISBURY CATHEDRAL 8 HC ft Blessing of Palms. 
Canon D Durston; 10 Proc of Palms* Euch. Hosanna 
to the Son (Weeikes), Mlssa Be Cara Boll altera (Oriando 
dl Lasso): I IMS M. The Lamentation (Balntmri. 
Hosanna to the Son (Gibbons). Canon D Durst on: 3 E. 
Stanford in C Glory and honour and laud (Wood). 
SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HC 10 MP: 10 JO 5 Euch 
A Blessing of palms. Congregational Mass. Pueri 
Hebrcorum (Palestrina), Canon C Smith; 4 Company 
of Cathedral Change Ringers 6JO E A Sermon. 
Morrill In E. Hosanna (Weeikes). The Provost. 
SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL 9 Euch. The Provost 11 
Choral Euch. Hosanna to the Son (Gibbons). God so 
loved the world [Staineri. Reading of the Passion: 3 
choral e. Fifth Service (Tomkins). Miserere (Allegri). 
Angela TUtty. 

SOUTHWELL MINSTER: 7 JO M ft Litany, Hosanns to 
the son of David (Weeikes); 8 HC 9JO parish 
Communion, The P iu v usl 11 s Eucb. Hosanna to tbe 
Son (Gibbons), The Precentor 3.1 S E. Collegium 
Regale (Wood), Glory and honour (Wood); 5.45 
Compline. 

TRURO CATHEDRAL IHC9MMOS Euch. Messe 
Soiennefle (Vtene): 2J0 Confirm Serv. 6 E. Christos 
foetus est (Bruckner), The Treasurer. 

Wakefield cathedral s hc The provost: 9.15 
Parish Com. Benedlcrus (Fhurt). Canon R Capper 11 


Solemn Euch. Mass (MonievridQ, St Matthew passion 
(Victoria). Glory and honour (wood). Canon i Rnac 4 
Music A Readings. 

WELLS CATHEDRAL 7 JO M; 8 HC with Blessing Of 
Palms: 9A5 S Euch. Mlssa Canruariensls (Rubbra). 
Very Rev R Lewis. 3 E. Hosanna to the Son of David 
(Gibbons). Rev p Walker. 

WESTMINSTER ABBEY: 8 HC 10 M. Benedidte tn B 
rial iSurnslon). Canon DHuic 11.15 Blessing of Palms. 
Procession A Abbey Euch. Passion according 10 St 
Matthew (Victoria): i E. Hosanna to tbe Son of David 
(Gibbons). Canon A Hawy; 5.45 Redial: 6JO 
Evening. Rev B Fenton. 

WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL 9 Family Mass: 10 
Solemn Procession A Mass. Improperium expeaavt 
(Lassus). 2.45 Redial: 3 JO Solemn VaR Magnificat 
Dctavl ronl tLassus). O crux ave sues untca (Morales): 
7.45 Tatoe Prayer for Young adults. 

WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL 7JS M: 10 Blessing of 
palms A Procession; 10 JO Liturgy of Palm Sunday. 
Mass In F sharp minor (Wldort; 3 JO E. Collegium 
Regale (Tavener). The Archdeacon of Basingstoke. 
YORK MINSTER: 8. 8.45 HC 10 S Euch. Mlsa Papae 
Marceiu (PalestrlnaL Passion according to St Matthew 
(Vkaoriak 4 E. Wood In F. Glory and honour (Wood): 
6 JO concen. 

ST ALBAN CATHEDRAL Hertfordshire: 8 HC; 9 JO 
Parish Euch. Benedlaus qul venft (Palestrina); 11.15 
Solemn Euch. Hosanna to the Son (Weeikes): 6J0 E. 
The Short Service (Byrtf). Safvaror mundl (Tallis). Rev 
M Ptyee. 

ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL Clwyd: 8 HC 11 Choral Euch 
A Procession, collegium Regale (Howells). Hosanna to 
the Son (Weeikes). Rev AMHdielL- 3 JO Choral E. 
Hosanna to the Son (Gibbons). 

ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL 7 JO MP: 8 HC 9 JO Cymun 
Bend Igald, Y Deora 9 JO Family. The Suamior 11.15 
Choral Euch. The Dean; 6 Choral E. O thou sweetest 
source (Wood), v Rev Dr G MaCWiniam. 

ST EDMUNDSBURY CATHEDRAL 8 HC Rev R Davey: 
to S EudL Canon MShaw. Hosanna to the Son of 
David (Weeikes;. sandersrcad Service (How), Caldara 
In G. Author of life dMne (Edwards). Ex ore 
lonocentiura (Ireland); 11.45 HC 3.30 Choral E. O 
sacred bead sore wounded iBachk Blair In B minor. 
ST GEORGE'S CATHEDRAL Southwark: 8.10.6 LM: 

11 JO Solemn M. Hosanna Flllo David (Terry). Pueri 
Hebraeorum (Palestrina). Blessing A Distribution of 
Palms at all Masses. Archbishop M Bowen; 2J0 
Nigerian Masx 5. Stations or the cross. 

ST GILES' CATHEDRAL Edinburgh: 8 Morning HC 
Tbe Minister to Morning hc The Minister. Mlssa 
brevis (tvesk 11 JO Palm Sunday. Hosanna to the Son 
of Davki (Gibbons). The Minister 6 Lenten Address A 
Music; 8 Evening. Rev C Kenny. 


ST MARTS CATHEDRAL- 8 Each; 1030 Euch. St 
Matthew Passion (Victoria), Hosanna to the Son of 
David (Weeikes): 3JO EP: 630 songs of Praise, 
congregational hymn singing. 

ST MACHAR-S CATHEDRAL Old A ber d een : II 
Morning. Rev F Frozen 6 Evening. Rev F Frazer. ' 
ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL London: 8 HC with Blessing’ 
A Distribution ol Paints: B45 M; 1L S Euch with 
Blessing A Distribution of Palms, Mass for flve voices 
(Byrd), avc verum corpus (Byrd). Revs Oliver: 3.15 E, St 
Paul's Service (Chappie). Glory and honour and land 
(Wood). Rev Dr E Morris. 

RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL Enhismoe 
Gardens. London. SW7: 1030 DMne Liturgy. Kievan 
and trad it polyphony. Diocesan Btsh Met. Anthony. 
AXX SAINTS. Marearei Street Wl A 5.15 LM; 1030 
MP: 11 HM- Mass in B Hat Rachmaninov. The vicar; 6 
EAB Service in B Oat. Rachmaninov. Rev I Davis. 

ALL SOULS. Larr y ham Place. Wl: 9 Communion: II 
Pieta R Pim. 630Guest Service. RevP Peterson. 

THE ASSUMPTION. Warwick Street WI: 10.45 Mlssa 
rotate coeli de super (Haydn).Hosanna to tbe Son of 
David (Weeikes). In man us to as Do mine (WO ton). 
CHELSEA OLD CHURCH. SW3:8 HC 10 Children's; II 
M. Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
(Spiritual). RevDrPENy; 12.15 HC 6 E. Rev Dr P Elyy- 
CHR1STIAN SCIENCE CHURCH. Ctnn SC Wl: 11 
Sunday SchooL 

CROWN COURT CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. OSH 
Garten. WCL 11.15 R*vS Hoott630 Rev SHbOd. 
FARM STREET. Wl: 8.9JO. 1230.4.15, 6.15 LM: 11 
HM. 

HOLY TRINITY BROMPTON. Brampton Road.SW7:9 
ASB HC. MrTPeefc 11 Morning. Revs DownJiam: 5.7 
Informal Mr J Jennings. 

THE ORATORY. Brampton Road. SW7:7.8.9.10.11 
Mass. St Mara Passion (Lassus) Improperium 
expectavt(Palestrina): 12J0.430.7Mass;336V& B. 
Ctvftas sancti tul (Byrd) 

WESTMINSTER CENTRAL HALL (MethOdJSt). SWl: H 
Rev Dr P Craves: 6 Jo Service of Music A Meditation for 
Holy Week. 

ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT. Smfthfleld. ECI: 9 
HC 11 Choral Euch, Mlssa Brevis (Berkeley). The 
Passion (Victoria) The Redon 630 into the Hands of 
Sinners for Holy week. 

ST BRIDE'S. Fleet Street. EC4: 11 choral M A Euch. 
Stanford In B fiat. Robinson In C, Ave verum corpus 
(Elgar) O hearken thou (Elgar) Canon J Dales; 6Jo 
Choral E. Gloucester servfceTHowens) Hosanna to the 
Son of David (Gibbons) Canon J Oates. 

ST CLEMENT DANES: 11 choral Eucb. Collegium 
Regale (Howells). O vos oranes (GestlaJdo) Rev RLee. 
STCOLUMBA'S CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. Pont Street. 


SWl: II Verv Rev Dr w Macmillan: 630 The 
temptations of Christ. Eric Tillman. 

ST EIHELDREDA’S. Ely Place 11 S Mass. Hosanna 
flllo David (Terry) Pueri Hebraeorum (victoria) Gloria 
Laos (Plalnsong).- Mass for four voices [Byrd}. St 
Matthew Passion (Victoria) improperium exspsetmt 
(Lassus). 

ST GEORGES. Hanover Square. Wl; 8.30 HC1IS 
EudL Rhonbogerin EflaL The Rector. 

ST LUKE'S. Chelsea. SW3: 8 HC; 1030 MP ft HC. 
Hosanna to the Son of David (Weeikes) 630Choral E. 
la the foil final sacrifice (Flnzl) Rev C KeviU-Davies. 
STMAR1CS. Regents path Rd. NW1:8 HC: 9.45 Family 
CHS Euch, Misra Brevis (Seibert. Passion (Thomas 
Luts de Victoria). Eccequomodo iHandl) 

ST,MARGARETS. Westminster. SWl: II Blessing of 
Palms. Procession A 5 Euch. Mlssa simile est regnem 
(Vtnoria) Hosanna io the Son of David (Weeikes) 
STMART ABBOTS CHURCH. Kensington W8:8. 1230 
HC.-930 Parish Eucb, Procession ft Gospel Readings: 
11.15 Choral M. Rev F Geill; 6 JO E. 

ST MARY'S, Bourne Street. SWl: 9.10.7.15 LM: 11 HM. 
Music by Weeikes. Anerio. Lassus ft Victoria. Fr B Scott 
6 Stations of the Cross ft Solemn Benediction 
? T J! AU E?- 1 wu,on Place, swi: «,q HC: It solemn 
Euch. HaJnsong, Passion (VictortaL Hosanna 
(Gi bbons / W eeikes) a vos oranes (Gesualda). 

ST PETHTS. Eaton Square. SW|: 8.15 Holy Euch. 0.45 
Family Euch:: 10.45 Assemble at St Peters Sc hoc) 
S®” 1 r Darid (Weeikes). Mtssa la 
Malstre Pierre (Lassus) Si Mark Passion (Lassus/ 
CHAPEL ROYAL OF ST PETER AD VINCULA. HM 
of London: 9.IS HC. Rev P Abram: 11 M ft 
^ r T?i > 2tii.'i. blla ?.J Gan,ner J- Husonna to the Son of 
David (Gibbons), Ven J Holliman 


8 30 HC: 11 15 S 

£ucn. Darke In A minor. Rev J Adams. 

MAW^i^Th* Hampton Court Palace: SJO HC . 
(1662): 11 M, The Lamentation. Bairstow/ptalnsone 1^ 

ISFSSffVSt 50,1 lc « ,bons ^ Readln^A Must K 

,^ udlf yStreet, wi: s is 

□wid’fWwnS^ Hosann i rhe Son of 
(weeikes). Puen Hebraeorum (viaorta). Fr E 

SAV ° Y - WCi «» 8 ^ch. 

8 30 HC: 11.15 
® B * te ln G «- 

Wellington Barracks. SWl: 11 M 

&2SE TO- R " J ° 


BMDS: 0171 6806880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Neves eeut to love your fel¬ 
low fl uh t fa n. Bm b ' 
those ba prison, as if you 
were there with them, and 

9 Bn N rfn j TvaraY- 

/oi TOU 
). Hebrews 


113: 


BIRTHS 



■si - On Masch 17th, u GOee 

and Emu (nee Bogcx), a son 
Joseph Richard Fw w mt 
COX-On Mzvcti 17th. to Chris 
and Kathy, a son, Simon 
James Christopher, a brother 
for Charlotte and Adam. 
EVDtSOH - On March 17th at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Tarry and Julie, a daughter, 
Charlotte, a sister tor Jimni 
KITTOW - On March 13th 
1997. to Deborah (nee 
Loppxfcm) and Jonathan, 
son, John Fergus William 
Terg ns *. a brother lor Anna 
and Lacy. 

LOGAN GREB8 - On March 4th 
at Tbe Portland Hospital, to 
Ttwmw (nfe Bond) and 
Mail, a daughter. Fnrya Rose, 
a tdaier tea Lacy. 

NUGBfT - On 13th March, to 
Rosemary and J mialhan , 

uni HWinhf OwCB KcB&fl, 
a brother to r Timothy. 
WBHT-On March 19th, to 
Katherine (nfe lanes) aad 
(Slot, a son, Dominic Andrew 
. SHngshy. 

POTTBt-On March 18tbat the 
Chelsea and Westminster 
Hospital, to lohaana la6m 
Hitflere) and James, ■ sen, 
Charles Nicholas mutant. 

STANDISH - On March 17th at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Ann (nee Pfctxejaad MgeL a 
beautiful (foughter. Georgia 

AltttSOdBL 

STARR - On March 9th at The 
Portland Hospital, to 
Melissa and Mark, a son, 

Oiari— Algrawrtn. n hw ttimr 

for Peter Harrison 

TBL - On March 15th. to 

Daisy (nee Gray) and 

Jonathan, a daughter. 

Jasmine, a slater far fed: and 

Poppy. 

THOROtfOMOOD - On Match 
15th at The Portland 
Hospital, to Avalyn Code 
Waekee) and John, a son. 


BIRTHS 


WATAMABE - On October 28th 
1996 at the Portland 
Hospital to Itoe and 
HUnUga, a son, Kazak) a 
brother for Wchfto 


ANNIVERSARIES 


To 

cm 23id March 1997 - our 
first wedding anniversary. 
AH my love Janet. 


RUBY 

ANNIVERSARIES 


UfGIdS - Rodney and Darts an 
23rd March 1957. 
Cong ra tulations and love 
from A ndrew, Sosaa, Demean 

mmI UMhi 


GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARIES 


CATMfcMCHOtSOM - Bttl and 
Eleen celeb ra te 50 tnsii of 
"Mhr ia fls on Saturtay ZM 
March 1997. Love and 
Congratulations! 


DEATHS 


ALLBI - On Much ISlb In Ids 
100th yeas: Joseph Stanley 
Allen, of Ovingham, 
Northnmbeiland. Architect ft 
Town ft Connery Planner. 
Professor Emeritus of 
University of Newcastle 
upon Tyne. Widower of Mary 
Aubrey Pugh and Evelyn 
Meryl Walts, dear father of 
Otaabeth jum m d Aobzvv 
Paul and a loved grand fell her 
io Us j a n dchflflwi 
Punsxal Service at St Huy's 
Clinch, Ovingham on 
Wednesday 26th March at 
1120 am followed by 
cremation at Newcastle 
Crematorium at 1230 pm. 
Family flowers only. 
Donations In lies if desired 
to Amnesty International. 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


DEATHS 


AWDftr ■ Fsacefotty on 21st 
March at his home ln 
Rod bo rough, Stroud. Gl o s , 
The Reverend Wtthen Tore 
Andre OBE. aped 86 yenrt A 
much loved father and 
g i rn d fa thec . There te t o be a 
private cremati on followed 
try a Servloe of llianksglving 
for Friends and Parishioners 
at St Mary Magdalene Parish 
Church, Hod borough on 
Wednesday March 2«th at 
12 noon. A Memorial Service 
is to be held, details of 
which will be announced 
later. Dandy flowers only; 
donations in lieu may be 
sent for The Childrens 

Society do Philip Font k 

Son, Funeral Directors. 


BAKER - Ob 19th March at 
Bfonrnonth Hospital after a 
short illness Muriel F-J-aged 

74 yams of Crtcfeeza Ml 
S adly mis sed by all h 

service and in terment 
Giimite Church on Tuesday 
25tb March at 230 pm. No 
flowers by request. 
Donations tn Hen tat The 
Local Macmillan Norses 
Fond may be sent to David 
Scockwefi, Funeral D ir ector. 
16, Glen dower Street, 
MoniHHiU) GwenL 

■RADLEY • Maurice (Jim) 
ALULA, on March 20th 
1997 at honk fortified by 
the rites or the Holy OndL 
Loving and mack loved 
husband of Doreen. Fonezal 
Tuesday March 25th at 
Heart tree JLC. Church, 
Exeter. 


Brin. Alexander 
Portion RASC. OBE. Crat'd) 
on 20th March at 
H u c iluud can. Loved father of 
Ahtstair and Asthca. Beloved 
by h<« granddilldxexi and 
oteat-grandchlld Devoted 
husband of Alex. Poseral 
Sendee on March 27th ar 12 
noon ar Holy Trinity CbmcH 
CbrlsbalL near Boys ton. 
Herts. All friends are 
respe c t fu lly lutlied. FasrDy 
flowers only please, bat 
derations if desired to The 
KJCJDLcfa S. NewUng A Sen, 
Funeral Dberaars, 2 Palace 
Gartens, Knyston. Herts, 
SG8 SAD. 


CHAN-Stephanie Jeanne Cnde 
TOpper) dearly loved wife of 
William, adored mother of 
Jessica, Be b e cca aad Cbloe, 
at the age of 46, on 20th 


bravely borne, funeral 
Mortlake Cremator! 
Sunday 23rd March at 

midday. Donations to Bodfoy 

Scott 3 Ward Fond, St 
Bartholomew's Hospital, 
West Smltbflsld, London 
BdA7BE.nr 
dying of the 


CRAWFORD - Audrey Grimley 
peacefully at the St Andrews 
Memorial Hospital on 
Wednesday 19th March 
1997, beloved wffo of John, 
dev o ted mother of Vbjbb, 
Susanna and Rowans and 
adoring grandmother of 
their cbfldrea. Service and 
burial at DualaO Church, 
near St Andrew s , ar 2 pm on 
Tuesday 25th March. tmOs 
flowets only. Donations to 
the Hospice, St Andrews 
Memorial Hospital, St 


DRAK E-BROCKMAN . On 
Mairh 20th, in Oxford, the 
Rev. Archibald David, 
widower of Pamela, and 
dearly loved father, 
stepfather and yiaudfalhor. 
Funeral and interment at St 
Mary's Church, 

Gnndfoburgh, on Thursday 
March 27 th at 3 pm. No 
flowers. Donations for St 
Mary's Church to EBl Button 
A Son Ltd, 24 St John's 
Street. Woodbddge, Suffolk, 
IP12 1EB. 


Sir John KBE.CHG, 
on March 20th at 

HoepirsL 

Oxford, agad 87. Dearly 
loved husband of Alette, 
father of Sandra and Mickey, 
grandfa ther of Al*»_ Mfna 
and Oiaitfw- Private funeral 
Ho Memorial Service as 
wished, foully flowers only. 
Any donation to The 
Childrens Society, Edward 
Rudolph House, Margery 
Street. London WClI OJL 


BRAFFTEY-SMITH - Bvgenla 
(Jane), widow of Sir 
Laurence Barton Gkafftey- 
Srelrir, on 20th March 1997 
peacefully at the Balking 
Hall Nursing Home, 
Naedbnm Market, Suffolk in 
her 88th twt Modi loved 
stepmother of Roger and 


r St Mary's Chnrch, 
Coddenbam, Suffolk on 
Wed nes d ay 26th March at 
10-30 am. Family flowers 
only. Enquiries to Messrs 
Farthing, Singleton and 
Hasting s of Ip swich, tel: 
C01473) 272711. 


19th died peacefully at 
Princess Alice Hospice. 
Funeral mi Wedne sda y 26th 
March 2.30 pm at 
O i ris s r.hmcft . New Mahlen. 
Family flowers only. If 
desired donations to 
Princess Alice Hospfea, West 
End Lane, Esher, Surrey 
mo SNA. 


HARVEY - John, peacefully cm 
18th March 1997 aged 87. 
Beloved husband of Barham 
aad good friend to many. For 
Tears W.S. {solicitor} la 
Oban. Funeral Service at 
Castkton Cbmtih, Shexbotne 
at 2 pm an Monday 24th 
March followed by p ri vat e 
cremation. Donations in ficn 
of flowers to the P riends of 
Tbs ‘Batman Hospital All 
eagehlm to Eason Funeral 
Services, Shsrborne, tel: 
(01935) 813479. 


HASIRKS-Tbe Hon.Ladjr DL 


Elizabeth Anne Marie 
Gebrlellc on 20th March 
peacefully at Milton. 
Beloved wife of Stephen, 
after a long mans, boom In 
«umi vrith limbless courage 
and cheeifniaessL Funeral at 
Castor Chnrch 11 am 
Wednesday 26th March 
followed by family burial at 
Martwha A coach will meet 
the natal leaving Kings Cross 
0930 arristag Fstarboongh 
1019.F1 ow8is to John Loess 
(Peterborough) Ltd-, 31 
Dogsrhorpe Road, 

FeredxKOngh. Pfil 3AE. 


BSBHAM - On 
20th 1997 Gwyneth at St 
lust-in-Kocelmd, CornwalL 
Much loved wife at Edward. 
Dear Mother of Jonathon, 
loving Granny of Zoe, 
Christopher and A l e xander . 
Funeral Wednesday March 
26th 2 pm at St Just-in- 
Roseland Church followed 
by cr e m a tion. Donations in 
lieu of flowers to Cum 
Research Campaign. 
Enquiries to Tregunna, 
Basa l Director on 01872 
273568. 


KNIGHT - Peacefully in 
hospital, Joyce Stewart 
Knight of Pembrokeshire, 

dnariy loved wffo of Sqsu Ldn 

B-J S. Knight and devoted 
mother of Robert and 
EUrabeth. Cremation Service 
at Narberth Crematorium. No 

mourning. Donations in 
memory to The Imperial 
Cancer Research Fund do 
k Son F/Q. 


Clare, much loved 
wife and friend to Doacdas, 
dearly loved mother of KStth, 
Iain and Karen and to 
Theone and Emily and 
grandmother of Lauren, tried 
suddenly but peacefully in 
her sleep os 18th March. 
Funeral Service » 

Park Crematorium, 
l eat b cih ead. n 2 pm 27th 
March. Enquiries and 
flans to Walter G. Worn, 
tab (01932) 843143. 


MOORE • Eileen Roth, 
peacefu lly on 17th March 
1997 at Joyce Green 
Hospital. Hartford, agsd 72 
years. Dearly kned sister of 
Phyllis and Ollvsr, dear 
ristartn-faw of Evriyn and 
loving annt of Peter and 
J enn i fer . Funeral Service at 
Spiral Street Methodist 
Church, Dart ford, on 
Wednesday 2nd April at 
2pm. Flowea or donations K 
desired to Tha Ellcnor 
Foundation or to The 
H osp i tal foe tfc-* Ghfldrerc 
Great Ormond Street, do 
Invert on Funeral Service, 
Lowfiald Street, Danfort. 


STOODLEY THOMAS 
Suddenly bat p eacefully 
Tuesday March 18th at i 
University Hospital of 
Wales, Cardiff, Gethyn, 
dsatly beloved husband of 
PhyL much loved father of 
Sian, Anne and Jeremy, 
adored grandfather of 
Gareth, Rblannww, Olivia, 
Caroline and Ben, and 
affertfonate father-la-law of 
Owen. David aad Helen. 
Service to he held In 
Llandaff Cathedral at 
12.30pm on Wednesday 
March 26th and afterwards 
•t Cardiff >■ m Ng 

flowea please, y jf 

desired to Friends of 
I J anrtafT Cathedral, c to 29 
The Cathedral Green, 


INMEMORIAM — 
PRIVATE 


WRWTH - James **Iumbo** 
22/3/96. Some say 
Chetonham was the cause, 

but most say it was 48 yeas 

Of fun, myster y, travel blue 
trumpet, friendship and 
JSSJh J?®*** comes at the 
foMUlBMnt of Ufa. Though 
48, he behaved like 24 and 
fait like 96 In tbs nmxnlna. 

9°* money's worth In 
life, the bookies and casino's 
9Q* t he ba l ance. Poor old tax 
man - wtat a puzzle, Wi 
ready for hfo interview now. 
From all bis family and 
Man da. God speed - to the 
neat adventure and a w ai t ns 
aU for we shall aD one day 
be together, four wfanfags 
ha life were tbe lasses rirat 
•o many peopla felt who 
»«* left behind te 
rememb er. 1 ” passing to 
^0^ Tour brother 
»ou*d appreciate some 
ga hfon c u on the turf 
«*he lAeeL An who knew 

■Aer an he was a Fmsyth. is 

foreaDy BU over, we mmder 


died 23rd 
Mm* 1992. A moch loved 
wtte i mother and 
sm-tomawearissn.^ 


INMEMORIAM— 

WAR 


CHADWICK - Major Harry 
Piers killed to Malaya whilst 
serving with the Green 
Howards. Never forgotten. 
Afana. P a tricia, Adrian, Jason 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


tmdUoa «f OradpaM 

oiaV S*7 


KARBi or/act win on 

farsejs ri nhu Pndiewd by 
w wymBi 


S’PS’tSS"; 

**— ***- vrn lllli BhtlM 

PpuMs hay. BH 2028. 
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yes te know 


‘Si 


WANTED 


A hlMu 1AL An (bnomfsl. 
IP 01 war heek hSSS 
" Baa Me 3909 


Teh La 


ssae 



B«g A CAR IH ws,tod. 


TICKETS FOR SALE 


Phutuis. mi tw- 
Tjfcuaom. WuSii 

FOR SALE 




FOR SALE 


hand m atin, ott wUhV. raw 

b rei i hnemniHa 

.g*°Q pah. Oiai 
mmr Spa 


cans i8ct cam i 

in B bos. i 
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225 *2?S 


GIFTS 



k WI HMTl 
1996 In 
OSjOO 
riba . 
«U«44 


, H»saca 

_Fax 01481 ■oJ?V. r tt3QS a-OCU. 


FLATSHARE 





company 4 

a^Sgsean 


DOMESTIC & 

CATERING 

SITUATIONS 


London 
Catering Company 

?3J*“** cqpu’ica c ul bod chef 
energy aad Abffity m 
“am or mrfL wsh , 
and a tom of food 

mvirraSa * ieaS * 
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^Obituaries 


SIR VICTOR PRITCHETT 




revic, 


i rc iliHH; 

f' eons 


Sir Victor Pritchett, CH. CBE. short 
story writer, novelist and critic, died 
on March 20 aged 96. He was born 
on December 16.1900. 

A lmost as aid as the century. 
V. S. Pritchett became known as 
the chronicler of the age- — a 
writer who celebrated the es¬ 
sence of Englishness and the changing 
face of society. A lingering representative 
oi that lost breed, the man of letters, he 
9 wrote prolifically: short stories, novels, 
biographies, travelogues and reviews. 
The moment he had cleaned his pipe and 
put pen to paper, he said, he was under 
the spell of the language which had ruled 
him since he was ten. 

Yet Pritchett lived at a slant to his 
society, sensitive to the puli of its 
undertow. He found his subject on the 
scrapheap of a literary tradition which, up 
until then, had found no place for 
treatments of lower middle-class commer¬ 
cial life. Jr was not even possible to write 
about such people without resorting to 
comedy, H.G. Weils once told Pritchett 
during a discussion of E. M. Forster’s 
heavy handling of Leonard Bast But 
Pritchett had grown up among such 
people and he pioneered a new way of 
writing about them, using colloquial 
speech to reveal an inner life, eschewing 
theoretical or philosophical analysis in 
. favour of "a portrayal of character for its 
own sake". 

The drama of the puritanical conscience 
m was his domain. He revelled in what he 
" called its “comedies of duplicity ", its 
“eloquence of hypocrisy". His characters 
moved in an almost biblical world, 
burdened by shame and pride and guilt. 
Pritchett was alive to the terrors of the 
soul. But, weak and sinful though his 
characters may have been, he was never 
censorious. “I’d much sooner see them go 
on unpunished," he said. "I think the 
incurable side of human nature is what 
appeals to me." He entered into their 
predicaments with directness and sympa¬ 
thy. When in 1990 his stories were all 
finally collected together into a single 
cuboid volume, one reviewer described 
them as “a million little epiphanies 
Jwhich) build up something vast". 

Pritchett's navels — as he himself 
admitted — took second place to his 
£ stories. Although characters such as Mr 
Beluncle proved fine comic creations in 
die tradition of Dickens, the structure of 
the whole was flawed. But Pritchett's 
biographies of Flaubert, Balzac and 
Turgenev were scholarly and sensitive. 

As a book reviewer in the Nov 
Statesman, with which he was closely 
involved for some fifty years, Pritchett 
seemed able to enter into the minds of . 
authors as diverse as Gide and Tolstoy. 
Lawrence and Dickens. His reviews were 
described as a mixture of “generous 
connoisseurship and inspired psycholo¬ 
gy". With a modesty characteristic of his 
refined civility, he,did not, as a reviewer, 
consider himself interesting beyond his- 


reaction ro the author he was writing 
about. He never pompously brandished 
the personal pronoun, ur succumbed to 
what he railed "the Technological habits" 
of academic criticism. He vigorously 
■refused to view literature as some sort of 
esoteric game, played for the benefit of the 
literary establishment. 

Victor Sawdon Pritchett was bom in 
Ipswich but brought up in London. His 
loyal parents named him after Queen 
Victoria — still on the throne. though 
ailing, at the time he was bom. Bur he 
never liked the name, not least because as 
a child he had known a vicious baby- 
biting dog called Victor. For most of his 
life he hid behind his initials, and was 
always known as VSP to family and 
friends. 

His childhood was peripatetic. His 
mother, Beatrice, he described as “a 
rootless London pagan, a fog-worshipper, 
brought up on the London streets". His 
lather was a Micawberish figure, perenni¬ 
ally insolvem bur strutting through life in 
a natty suit, eternally optimistic that his 
latest business venture would come good. 
Together they drifted from suburb to 
suburb, from one red-brick villa to the 
next, the only continuity in the young 
Vidor's life a moveable clutter or poned 
palms and mottoed ornaments. On the 
morning of each move, he recalled, a cub 
would draw up ar the door, while his 
mother wept and his father tried to jolly 
her along, singing old music-hall songs: 
"Oh dry those tears, oh calm those fears, 
life will be brighter tomorrow." 

But Pritchett and his two brothers and 
sister were as inquisitive and energetic as 
any children. Enchanted by "the lurid 
quality of industrial London", he loved 
wandering the streets. His two-volume 
autobiography, A Cab at the Door (1968) 
and Midnighr Oil (1971), is redolent of the 
bowler-hatted. Edwardian era of gaslight, 
smogs and Wesleyan chapels, breweries, 
tan-yards, port and stout. As a boy 
Pritchett longed to be one of the urchins 
scavenging among die horse-drawn traf¬ 
fic “They wore wide-brimmed hats and 
lived so dangerously." 

His enthusiasm for literature was 
awakened young. He met local people 
with interesting literary pretensions — 
neighbours such as the ardent Fabian 
Socialist with his splendid collection of 
Green classics, .or the blowsy Mrs 
O'Dwyer, always ready to discuss Racine 
and Montesquieu. At home Pritchett was 
nicknamed “the professor" and treated as 
“a tolerated joke". 

It was while he was a pupil at Alleyn's 
School. Dulwich, that he derided he 
wanted to write. While his father was 
away during the First World War. he, as 
the eldest child, was left to look after his 
mother at home. One night there was a 
zeppelin raid. He remembered dashing 
out into the streets amid a crowd of excited 
children to see the huge silver airship, 
gleaming in the convergence of the 
searchlight beams. Suddenly the zeppelin 
was hit The children watched it buckling 



and breaking apart, falling like a vast 
vermilion torchfiame beyond the raofline. 

At school the next day. the children 
were asked ro describe what they had 
seen. But after Victor had written down 
"Bang! Boom!" he felt that he was stuck. 
Only when he remembered how sorry’ he 
had felt for his mother did his thoughts 
begin to flow. “1 hit by this accident on the 
first duty of the novelist, to become 
someone else." he later said. “I pretended 
to be my mother and in her person, told 
what she felt as she called her children 
dawn and hysterically thought of her 
husband." 

Pritchett was not to go on to further 
education. Quite arbitrarily his parents 
decided, on the dgy that his father was 
derailed on the Manchester-London ex¬ 
press, that he must leave school al 15 and 
go to work in a Tannery. For two years he 
mok employment as a clerk for a company 
in Bermondsey, the traditional centre of 
tite London leather trade. But what might 
have crushed a weaker literary ambition 
only fuelled Pritchett’s own. He found 
Dickensian romance in his job. Amid the 
sulphurous fumes of die tannery, he saw 
strangeness and exoticism. 

During his lunchbreaks he would roam 
London, wandering up Fleet Street to gaze 
at the newspaper buildings, visiting 


churches to listen to Bach fugues, strolling 
the streets of vice-ridden Soho and sitting 
on wbarfsides watching dockers at work. 
"London was not a city," he wrote. "It was 
a foreign country as strange as India. 
Often f longed to be in love, but t already 
was in love. London was seeping into me 
without my knowing it." 

When he was 19, Pritchett “well 
smoked and kippered" by Bermondsey, 
left for Paris where he took work as a 
commercial traveller, selling shellac, glue 
and ostrich feathers from shop to shop. 
There he discovered a talent and passion 
for foreign languages and literatures. He 
learnt to speak French fluently, and later 
Spanish and German too—"well enough 
to dream in them," he said. 

Left Bank culture was flourishing at 
this time, but Pritchett had little contact 
with it. He never met Henry Miller and, 
indeed, was so naive that losing his 
virginity became, he liked later fo recall, 
the stuff of farce. So nervously faltering 
was his first purchase of contraceptives 
chat, when the time eventually came to use 
them, he found he had been sold a box of 
liver pills. 

Pritchett’s first appearance in print was 
equally unusual: a two-sentence joke 
published in a newspaper. It could hardly 
have been this which gave him Ihe taste 


for more, but in his early twenties he 
applied for a job as a foreign corres¬ 
pondent for the Christian Science Moni¬ 
tor (his father had been a Christian 
Scientist). He was sent to Ireland during 
the Troubles, and then to Madrid. His 
first travel book was called Marching 
Spain (1928) and his first collection of 
short stories The Spanish Virgin (1930). 

This collection of short stories was 
accepted for publication only on condition 
that it would be followed by two novels. 
Pritchett went on to write Shirley Sana 
(1932) and Nothing Like Leather (1935). 
They sold only three or four hundred 
copies, the stories three or four thousand. 

In 1928 Pritchett began book reviewing 
for the Mew Statesman (under the literary 
editorship of Raymond Mortimer)- At first 
he saw his work there simply as a way to 
supplement a meagre publisher's ad¬ 
vance, but his association with the 
magazine was to become a long and 
productive one. He reviewed for the Mew 
Statesman from 1928 to I97S, and in -the 
1950s even took -the position of literary 
editor for a short while. But he never liked 
office life and detested "the bickerings of 
editors". "1 have always worked almost 
secretly at home," he explained. “1 am a 
natural solitary, and the only person I 
quarrel with is myself." In 1951 he joined 
the Mew Statesman board of directors 
and, while he tended to sit at board 
meetings rather like a doormouse, did ntif 
resign until 1978. 

Pritchett married for the first rime when 
he was very young but it was a brief 
liaison and was. soon dissolved. He 
always used to say that his life only really 
fell into place when he met his second 
wife. Dorothy, on Guy Fawkes Night in 
1934. It was a coup tie foudre —the kind of 
passion, he used -to say, which was the 
only kind of thing to make a man 
responsible. He knuckled down to the life 
of a writer, father and family man. 

During the Second World War, 
Pritchett was employed by the Govern¬ 
ment to write pamphlets, surveying 
factories, shipyards and mines. Even this 
interruption of his writing career he 
turned to his advantage. He read the 
whole of Richardson's vast epistolary 
novel Clarissa on the train as he travelled 
round Britain making a study of the 
railway networks. 

Pritchett claimed never to have been 
inside a university until he was 50. when 
he was asked to give a seminar—"I didn't 
even know what a seminar was." But he 
subsequently found himself lecturing all 
over America. In 1953 he was Christian 
Gauss lecturer at Princeton University 
and in 1962 Beckman Professor at 
Berkeley. He spent periods as writer-in- 
residence at Smith College, Massachu¬ 
setts. and Vanderbilt University in 
Tennessee, and was visiting professor at 
Brandeis and Columbia universities. 
American students warmed to the tweedy 
Englishman with his pipe and thick¬ 
framed spectacles. He. on his side, was 
attracted by their refreshing directness 


and lively vernacular, though he did 
admit to finding American earnestness 
sometimes exhausting. 

Pritchett used his time in America to 
indulge his passion for walking. In his 
youth he had tramped across France and 
Spain, drawing many of his ideas from 
strange human contacts made on the way. 
He was prnid of the hundred-mile hike he 
made through the mountains from John¬ 
son City in Tennessee to Ashville in North 
Carolina. Even in extreme old age he took 
pleasure in the rambles he made around 
Regent’s Park. 

At the beginning of the 1960s Pritchett 
moved with his family into a tall terraced 
house north of Regent's Park in a literary 
region of London where his neighbours 
Included such people as Claire Tomalin 
and Alan Bennett. Here he continued his 
daily writing routine, working from nine 
until one every morning, and then, after 
lunch and a brief stroll in the streets (he 
passed himself off to any who accosted 
him os an old age pensioner called 
Pritchard), he returned to his desk from 
four until seven. 


H is manuscripts were penned 
in an insecrile longhand 
which his wife later typed, 
making sportive guesses 
where words were indecipherable and 
laughing at his spelling mistakes. The 
typescripts were then meticulously cor¬ 
rected and recorrected by Pritchett, and 
typed out anew by his wife each time. 

Pritchett was one of the most popular 
liferary figures in London. In private he 
was a tower of strength to successive 
editors of the Mew Statesman . consistent¬ 
ly seeking to promote talent (He with¬ 
drew from the affairs of the periodical 
only when it ceased to believe in the values 
that he upheld.) 

In 1968 he was appointed CBE. and 
from 1974 to 1976 was international 
president of PEM. He was knighted in ’ 
1975 and made a Companion of Honour 
in 1993. Many believe that he was 
wrongly overlooked for the Nobel Prize 
for literature and he never won die 
Booker Prize because he chose the art of 
the short story rather than the novel. 

Although Pritchett confessed that he 
was slowing with age, he was always 
ready to react to his times. “It seems to me 
that my life as a man and as a writer has 
been spent on crossing and recrossing 
frontiers." he said. “That is at the heart at 
any talent I have.” As each decade rolled 
to its dose, he would be asked to write 
about what it was like to be as old as the 
century, and these essays became mile¬ 
stones marking the changing times. 

Pritchett is survived by his second wife. 
Dorothy, and by their daughter and son: 
the latter, Oliver, is a columnist on The 
Daily Telegraph. And the talent passes on 
into the third generation. Of Pritchett's 
five grandchildren, one, Georgia, is a 
television scriptwriter, and another. Matt, 
is the pocket cartoonist for The Daily 
Telegraph. 
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The Rev W. Awdiy, OBE 
clergyman and children's 
author who created 
Thomas the Tank Engine, 
died yesterday aged 85. 

He was born at Ampfidd. 
Hampshire, on Jane 15. 

1911. 

WHEN in 1984 JTV intro¬ 
duced a series of films about 
Thomas the Tank Engine and 
his friends, it brought to the 
television screen a group of 
characters who had already 
enchanted several generations 
or children. From the day it 
started, almost by accident in 
1945, the Rev W. Awdry’s se¬ 
ries of railway stories — “the 
train books with faces" — had 
been an enormous and instant 


success. Even before television 
brought the characters to a 
mass audience, the series had 
begun to assume the trap¬ 
pings of a small myth. 

With the animated tele¬ 
vision films, however, narrat¬ 
ed by the former Beatle Ringo 
Starr, the potential of the 
series was recognised by wid¬ 
er commercial forces, and 
Awdry’s creations have since 
been turned to account in 
marketing more than five 
hundred products, from real 
model engines ’ to pasta 
shapes. They have also been 
subject to almost every gim¬ 
mick known to publishing, 
and are now found as pop-up 
books, bath books, sticker 
bocks and so ad infinitum. 


Wilbert Vere Awdry's love 
of railways was with him from 
birth. His father, also a clergy¬ 
man, was called "die 
railwayman parson", and was 
said to know more about the 
old Great Western Railway 
than most of its employees. 
Wilbert's later childhood was 
spent within earshot of the 
Bristol line, near Box Tunnel, 
and. along with his father, he 
became a model railway en¬ 
thusiast. Asked later in life 
why so many Anglican clergy¬ 
men seemed fascinated by 
steam trains, he would reply 
thar "both parties are still the 
best means of gening people to 
their destination". 

Awdry was educated in 
more formal matters at 


Dauntsey's in Wiltshire and at 
Si Peter's College. Oxford, 
graduating in 1932 and going 
on to Wycltffe Hall to take a 
diploma in theology. He spent 
three years as an assistant 
master at St George's School, 
Jerusalem, before being or¬ 
dained deacon in 1936. and 
priest a year later. He had a 
busy working life as a parson; 
after several curacies and 
rectorships, he became rural 
dean at Bourne in Cambridge¬ 
shire from 1950 to 1953. His 
last living was at Emneth in 
Norfolk. 1953-65, after which 
he moved to Stroud in 
Gloucestershire and devoted 
himself to writing full-time. 

Awdry had married, in 1938. 
Margaret Emily Wale. It was 
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Hod C 3 aaa of Cambria 2 Radford 
Street. Buford M 7 4 NT Gruel nr 
Manchester, who dlad on Uw 
15 th September 199 * parttea- 
tan la Finch* h» UmnL 
anllctior*. 25 St tuna sneer. 
Manchester M 3 4 DT before Idth 


HUGHES, Knweib BdwanL Flat t 
111-113 Warwick Way. London 
SWT, died 7th Noaaabar 1996; 
nartlrnJaia to Hpst Smith ft 
Bash am . Solicit or* l nt 
NlMTiSSIb 31 Mhrwfcl; 
Sqnm. London SW1V 2AF hafoie 

26th May 1997. _ 

MARSDEN. ADA MARY. 
SboOldham Hall Naming Horae. 
Shooldham. Una* Lyon. Norfolk, 
dlad 7IB laoaary 1997; puntra- 
fan to Bhfdis ft Co, Solicit ora. I 
Gntau sterol. London. EC2V 
i 7BO. before 30 May 1997. 
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for their son, Christopher, that 
the first of the railway stories 
were tofd. at a time when he 
was recovering from measles. 
Margaret Awdry thought her 
husband's stories too attrac¬ 
tive to be forgotten and so 
began a complicated sequence 
of wartime negotiations in 
quest of a publisher. Eventual¬ 
ly contact was made with 
Edmund Ward, a printer In 
Leicester, who was seeking to 
improve ihe provision of chil¬ 
dren’s books in a time of 
dearth. He bought the first 
three little stories outright for 
a fee of E25 and worked on the 
manuscripts with Awdiy, who 
had also contrived his own 
sketchy illustrations. 

These stories, with one more 
added and with redrawn pic¬ 
tures, made up the first book. 
The Three Railway Engines, 
which appeared four days 
after VE-Day. With its succes¬ 
sor, Thomas the Tank Engine 
(1946). it proved so successful 
that Ward turned the venture 
into a more professional oper¬ 
ation. and from 194S onwards 
Awdry produced a book a 
year, with illustrations pre¬ 
pared by C. Reginald Dalby in 
Awdry’S manner. Orher illus¬ 
trators were also used before 
Awdry brought his part or the 
series to a close with Tramway 
Engines in 1972. Twenty-six 
rides in all had steamed along 
the tracks. 

“The stories are all based on 
fact,” Awdry once said, ex¬ 
plaining how he tried to 
preserve an authenticity be¬ 
hind the fancy by working up 


POLICE. 



stories from incidents that 
really happened. Neverthe¬ 
less, the lasting appeal of the 
books to children (if not al¬ 
ways to their parents, who 
sometimes had to labour 
through same rather lacklus¬ 
tre prose) was the character¬ 
isation of the engines, with 
their near human traits: the 
lordly Gordon (the Express 
Engine) being baited by the 
irrepressibly cheeky Thomas, 


or the foolish female carriages. 
Awdiy was unmoved by 
charges of radial or sexual 
stereotyping. Attempts to find 
political satire in the treatment 
of the Fat Controller have not 
always been successful. 

in 1958 and 1961, Awdry 
diverged from his accustomed 
tracks by writing two stories 
about a Volkswagen car: 
Belinda the Beetle and 
Belinda Beats the Band. De¬ 


spite slightly corny plots, these 
were more racily told than 
some of the railway series and 
came to be reprinted as part of 
the continuing promotion of 
Awdry’s work. He was 
delighted — and slightly sur¬ 
prised —at the pleasure which 
his books had brought ro so 
many children (now as far 
away as Japan) and be gave 
much encouragement to his 
son Christopher to build upon 
the tradition that he had 
established. 

Awdry, who was actively 
involved in steam railway 
preservation, also edited or 
collaborated on books on The 
Industrial Archaeology of 
Gloucestershire (1973). The 
Birmingham and Gloucester 
Railway (1987) and an enthusi¬ 
astic Guide to the Steam 
Railways of Great Britain 
(1979), 'which celebrated the 
work of the railway preserva¬ 
tion societies. The insistence 
upon accuracy demonstrated 
in these books, combined with 
his possessiveness towards his 
popular creations, led him to 
be critical of the television 
exploitation of his work. 

But his own high standards 
were sustained in the books by 
his son which continued the 
series, and Awdry was grati¬ 
fied in 1994 to find himself 
malting an appearance in the 
series himself as an 0-6-0 
Hunslett called Wilbert the 
Forest Engine. He was ap¬ 
pointed OBE last year. 

Awdry's wife died in 1989. 
He is survived by his son and 
two daughters. 




AT WEST LONDON, yesterday. T.W. 
DAVENALL. an assistant master at the 
Hogarth-mad Board school, Chiswick, ap¬ 
peared before Mr. Curtis Bennett lo answer 
summonses for having assaulted Arthur 
Thomas Waller, aged 13, and Sidney George 
Briggs, aged 15. pupils at the school. Mr. 
Haynes appeared for the prosecution; Mr. 
W J. Bull, representing the National Union of 
Teachers, defended. 7he boy Waller said that 
un the aFiemocti of the 12th insL he was in the 
school, and was in the class of which 
defendant was teacher—viz., the sevenrh 
standard. He was playing with a puzzle under 
the desk, and was called uut to the front of the 
class. He went out and held out one hand, on 
which defendant inflicted a blow with a carve. 
He was idd to hold out the other hand, but 
would not do so. Defendant then caned him 
on the legs and hip. Witness kicked the 
defendant, who then thrashed him again, and 
got him on the ground. Witness got hold of the 
cane and fried to get if away from him. The 
cane was - broken in the struggle., and when 
witness got up He threw an inkwell at 
defendant. The ink splashed all about, but he 
did noi know whether the well had struck the 
defendant in the face. Defendant did not hit 
him again that afternoon, but next morning, 


ON THIS DAY 

March 22,1894 


A London schoolmaster, though provoked ,. 
(osr his temper and “in/7icfed punishment 
which was altogether unjustifiable’'. He ms 
fined. The magistrate frit he had behaved in 
a way that showed that he was unfit to have 
control of bays. 

when he twnt to school late, defendant called 
him out of the doss, and because he was not 
so quick as he desired he caught hold of him 
by the trousers and collar and threw him on 
the floor. He picked him up again and threw 
him in the comer. He hurt his hip. and still 
feif pain. Defendant then sent for a cane and 
thrashed him on the hack, the thigh, the hip, 
and round the kgs. He received about twelve 
blows, and then went back to his class. Cross 
examined, he said that he knew the defendant 
was fbllowd by a number of beys who shouted 
and hooted after him, but he was not one of 
die boys who called after him. He was 


standing looking on when a policeman told 
him to go home, and struck him across the 
back with a stick. The lad Briggs said that on 
the morning of the 13th inst, he was in die 
class, when the defendant called him out and 
thrashed him because on the previous Friday 
he and a number of other lads had ran home 
when they were kept in late. After thrashing 
him the defendant accused him of being one of 
die boys who hooted after him on the Monday 
night This was not true, and when witness 
said so the defendant smacked him five Times 
in (he face. Several lads were colled who 
supported the statements by these two. 
Warrant-officer Cousins said that, by the 
magistrate's directions, he had examined the 
hoys, and found a number of weals an their 
backs, and Waller's legs especially were very 
badly bruised. Great violence must have been 
used to produce such appearances ... Mr. 
Bull said he should coll evidence to show tiiat 

the punishment was not so severe as had been 
described. The defendant had authority to 
punish unruly boys. Waller was a ringleader 
of unruly lads ... Mr. Curtis Bennett 
deprecated caning on the hands and boring 
the ears, and said they were exceedingly 
dangerous forms of punishment Nature 
provided a special plats for beys to be 
punished upon and ft should be used. 
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NEWS 


Sleaze overshadows election 

■ John Major was depressed and irritated as new sleaze 

allegations continued to overshadow the Tory election cam¬ 
paign. The Prime Minister was visibly angry as he dismissed as 
“junk” claims that he had ignored evidence that Tim Smith, the 
MP for Beaconsfield, had accepted large undeclared cash 
payments when he appointed him to the Government in 
1994 ______...--Pages 1,10, II 

Children hurt by suicide bomb 

■ Three people were killed and more than 40 wounded when an 

Islamic suicide bomb ripped through a Tel Aviv coffee shop 
where children in fancy dress were celebrating the Purim 
holiday_Pages ■ 


Tote chairman row 

The Tote chairmanship became a 
casualty of general election fever 
after Michael Howard and Jack 
Straw dashed over who should 
succeed Lord Wyatt-- Page 1 

Death, decision 

A brain-damaged former univer¬ 
sity student should be allowed to 
die, even though her condition 
fails short of a permanent vegeta¬ 
tive state, a judge ruled — Page 2 

Husband faces jail 

A jealous husband was facing jail 
as his wife said she would many’ 
the lodger he shot-Page 3 

Penny Lane injunction 

Sir Paul McCartney obtained an 
emergency injunction to stop the 
lyrics to the song Penny Lane 
being sold at auction-Page 5 

Holocaust payment 

Victims of the Holocaust should 
receive gold valued at £39 million 
as a final payment for Jewish trea¬ 
sures looted by the Nazis ..Page 6 

Musician played with fire 

■A teenage double bass player caused “more harm than the 
KGB" when, he hacked into American defence and missile 
systems from his London bedroom. Richard Pryce managed to 
obtain the passwords to download the computer records of the 
US Air Force and Lockheed defence computers_Page 1 


Sweeping law 

The most sweeping changes in 
sentencing policy became law with 
the introduction of automatic min¬ 
imum sentences for repeat serious 
violent offenders.Page 9 

Bravery award 

A British yachtsman who saved a 
stricken rival in a race is to receive 
France's most celebrated award 
for bravery-Page 13 

Mobutu chaos 

The return of Zaire’s President 
Mobutu collapsed into bizarre 
chaos at Kinshasa when the mili¬ 
tary high command were ordered 
off the tarmac _Page 16 

Summit deadlock 

The summit meeting between 
Presidents Clinton and Yeltsin 
ended in deadlock over European 
security_,__Pages 20. 21 

Mercenary freed 

The British leader of the foreign 
mercenaries in Papua New Guin¬ 
ea is likely to be freed— Page 17 





Hammersmith gfrfc New ■ ^ 
home for the toast of . 
Hollywood—;—Page 8 
Counter culture: Cures m ' 
the high street—Page 14 / 

Weekend 

Life coach: Personal 
growth therapy.—U 
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Dung Beetles (family Dungus bungiis) 



Major’s way out The nation 
can only make a considered 
derision after a proper debate 
but the electorate cannot have 
confidence there will be a 
proper debate unless the 
Prime Minister takes them 
into his confidence — Page 25 
Bloody Friday: Binyamin 
Netanyahu's strongest weap¬ 
on remains his power to gain 
Israel's advantage from the 
process that Israel's enemies 
want to die-Page 25 
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G ran ting of bail; Greater 
London Authority— Page 25 


Simon Jenkins: We should 
be in no doubr on whose be¬ 
half an MP speaks — and 
who pays for his suit Page 24 
Dick Morris: Clinton's former 
spin-doctor advises the Tories 
to abandon the strategy that 

defeated Dole....Page 24 

Derwent May: Longs for the 
sound of silence — away from 
the voices of sheer torture on 
radio_Page 24 


OBITUARIES 


Sir Victor Pritchett, short 
story writer and novelist: The 
Rev W. Awdry. of Thomas 
the Tank Engine-Page 27 


Anite inquiry: The Stock Ex¬ 
change is believed to Have 
reopened iLs inquiries into 
Anite Group.— Page 29 

Irish move: Tesco plans to 
invest £100 million over the 
next three years in the Irish 
supermarkets that ir agreed 
to huy from Associated Brit¬ 
ish Foods fur £630 
million Page 29 

Markets: The FTSE 100 index 
fell 3.3 to 4-254.S. On the for¬ 
eign exchange the pound rose 
.98 cents to $I.603S and 1.11 
pfennigs to DM2.6997. The 
sterling index rose to 96.7 
from 9bJ._..Page 32 


Football: Liverpool have 
been drawn ag ains t Paris 
Saint-Germain in the semi¬ 
finals of the Cup Winners’ 

Cup-Page 56 

Golf: Lee Westwood broke 
the course record with a 63 in 
the first round of the 
Tu respa ha Masters on Gran 

Canaria-Page 53 

Racing: Hawksley Hill is fan¬ 
cied to win the Worthington 
Lincoln, the first Classic of 
the Flat season_— Page 51 


CAR 97 


How the family Volvo be¬ 
comes a I60mph racer 


Richard Morrison does not 
know what Anthony 
Payne’s completion of El¬ 
gar’s Third Symphony 
will be like but his claim 
that it will be “pure Elgar" 
is pure piffle - Page 23 

Victorian values: The 
Peter Hall Company has 
revived Claud Nine, Caryl 
Churchill* play about sex¬ 
ual ambiguity — Page 23 

Cook’s tour: To coincide 
with the arrival of the rep¬ 
lica Endeavour the Nat¬ 
ional Maritime Museum 
is displaying paintings, 
and ship* items... Page 22 
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Property: Lofts: gazump¬ 
ing; land quality ..-8-H 

Travel: Amazon; Iceland;.. 
Turkey: Ulster........... I7-Z3 

10 15 

Romeo: On the streets dT 
modem Florida — Page 6 
Jaws: An even more scaiy 
re-issue-Page 8 
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New chapter: The upheav¬ 
al in publishing-4-5 

Heaven on a plate: From - 

Lancashire-—7 

TV and radio listings 



THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,434 

A £20 book token will be awarded to the senders of the first five correct 
solutions opened next Thursday. Entries should be addressed to: The 
Times, Saturday Crossword Competition, PO Box 480. Virginia Street, 
London El 9DD. The names of the winners and the solution mil be 
published next Saturday. 

Name/Address .—.--- 




ACROSS 

1 Hurled plate cut short debate (6). 
4 Mighty hit one gathers in the Geld 

(ft 

10 Grounded bird not much of a 
meal for old tribesman (7). 

11 Small group of performers 
allowed eight fines (7). 

12 Hamlet* ancestor stealing in, 
churchyard - he was rude (Ift 

13 SmalL like end of fork? (4). 

15 Suffer ruin, broken by amount of 
work (7). 

17 Suspected hamstring could go in 
race (7). 

19 A drop of French perfume (7). 

21 Examine sound doth (7). 

23 Dull bit of scenery (4). 

24 Waste for auditors to halt part of 
board meeting (6,4). 

27 .Disparage every little devil to 
start with (7). 

28 See fruit mature - it covers the 
down (7). 

29 Get it off with rag. possibly? (ft 

30 Standing figures with no end of 
elegance (6). 

Solution to Puzzle No 20,428 
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DOWN 

1 SOent and observed to stagger (9). 

2 Marked second, one short of 
being approved (7). 

3 Loveless coupling made in die 
dark (lft 

5 Real trouble hit Canute (9). 

6 Forced to listen to this servant (4). 

7 Financial success? That’s funny 

(V)- 

8 One messing about in boats, bad- 
tempered (5). 

9 Proper answer (I). 

14 Sit around to make appropriate 
cover for office worker (6,4). 

16 Unpopular, popular? Tell us 
quiady! (3Aft 

18 News agency holding column 
once to be offensive (ft 
20 Picked up. is about to comptein to 
a noted police chief (7). 

22 Gardener finding insect under 
done (7). 

23 Throw a dance (5). 

25 Expected to comprehend com 
trick (4). 

26 New Jumbo has some lexical 
finesse (4). 

Solution fo Puzzle No 20,433 
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Latest Road and Weather conditions 
IIK Weather- Afl regions 0336 444.010 
IK Roads - Alt regions 0336401 410 
Inside M25 


M25 and Link Raaib 
National Motorways 
Continental Europe 
Channel crossing 
Motoring to Heathrow 
A Gatwlck airports 

Weather by Fax 


0336 401 746 
0336 461 747 
0336 401 748 
0336 401 910 
0336 401 388 

0336407503 

HOtOtifal 


Phi0336 felwmdliy area lumber tp m y»ar fa 
VfatdHinjr 4I61U Scotland 416 340 
Vfeh. - 

Mfcfands 
EastAngfa 
NVWst 
MEact 


N. (retard 416 341 

London 416 342 

National Suettu 
VUsdier 

pfcm 416 397 


416 335 
416 336 
416 117 
416 IIS 
416 339 

Matte Marine 
MnnWaninaia 414 39B 

World City Weather 

153 dtaCtiuaUons world wide 
6 day forecast 

by Phone dial 0336 411216 

by Fax (index page) 0336 416333 

Motoring 

Bwope Country by Country 
European hiel costs 
French Motorways 
Seaport information 
Dbneytand Parts 
Le Shuttle 


0336 401 885 
0336 401 886 
0336 401 887 
0330 401 882 
0336 401 409 
0336 401 895 


\AA Car reports by fax 


new and used car reports from 
the AA menu of 19S ears 0336 416 399 
Dial from your fax handset, 
you may have to set id poS receive mode 


KM nr 

Calls are charged at 45p per minuoa cheap ram. 
50p po- ntaun at afl other times. 
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Sundaes: 
559 am 
Moon sets 
5.16 am 
Ftifl moan Msreh 24 
London 6.17 pm lo 557 an 
Bristol 627 pm to 6.0G am 
Edinburgh 631 pm to 6.07 an 
Manchester 026 pm to 6.04 an 
Penzance 6.38 pm to 6.19 an 


TODAY 

Sunsets; 
617pm 

Moon rises 
4.43 pm 


□ 


TOMORROW 
Sunrises Sunsets: 
5.57 am 619 pm 

Moon sets Moan rises 

640 am 


RuB moon tomorrow 

London 619 pm to 5 54 an 
Bristol 629 pm to 604 am 
Edinburgh 6.33 pm to 6 05 an 
Manchester 628 pm to 602 an 
P enzan ce 6.40 pm to 6.16 an 


TODAY 
London Bodge 

Aberdeen 

Aranmoulh 


646 pm 


AM 

HT 

PM 

HT 

0050 
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63 
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3 3 
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42 
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61 
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36 

2320 
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09^3 

52 

2152 

52 

05.32 
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17.40 

82 
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84 
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85 

0539 
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17.41 

62 

01.46 
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51 

1024 

82 
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85 
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22 

20 47 

24 

1127 

43 
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4.4 
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63 

17.38 

64 

04.12 

64 

1620 

6.4 

0453 

3.6 

1720 

37 
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5.1 

16.02 

51 

05.45 

1.6 
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1.6 
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2246 

44 
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42 
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42 
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Card* ■ 

Dnonpat 
Dower 

Dubfin (N Wed) 

Fafenouh 
<9aanoch 
Harwich 
Holyhead 
Huf (Abort D) 

DfBuwnbe 
King's Lynn 
Leith 

UVHPOOI 
Lowestoft 
Margate 
Mttxd Haven 

ssr ' 

Penzance 
Portend 
Portsmouth 
Shoreham 
Southampton 
Swansea 

W9tawn-N 

AS limes GMT. Hlghts in metres 
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Shottend. SC (4iF); 
CMa Hebrides, 028ln; 
stone. Kent, I0.7hr 


Penzance. Corn- 
max Lerwfek. 
Sw9l UW. 
sunshine: Fofte- 


FORECAST 


□ General: England and Wales will 
be mainly dry with sunny penods. but 
northern areas will become increas¬ 
ingly cloudy and there may be some 
patchy rain during the afternoon and 
evening. Temperatures should be a 
little above average generally. 

Scotland and Northern Ireland will 
be mostly cloudy Outbreaks of rain 
lately in west at first, but more wet and 
windy weather is expected in most 
areas by afternoon and evening. Tem¬ 
peratures near seasonal average. 

□ London, SE England, E Anglia, 
Central S England, W & E Mid¬ 
lands, E England, Channel Isles, 
SW England: sunny spells. Wind 
light, ■ southerly, becoming fresh, 
south or southwesterly. Max 12C 
(54F). 

□ 5 Wales, N Wales, NW England, 
Centra] N England, NE England: 

dry at first but becoming cloudy with 


outbreaks of rain later Wind south or 
southwest, moderate, becoming fresh 
to strong. Max 11C (52R. 

□ Lake District, Isle of Man, SW 
Scotland, Glasgow, Central High¬ 
lands, NE Scotland, Argyll, NW 
Scotland, Orkney, N Ireland: rather 
cloudy, patchy drizzle or Dght rain at 
first; more general rain later. Wind 
southerly, fresh, becoming strong. 
Max 8-tOC i46-50Fj. 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Moray Firth: bright at 
first, but cloudier with rain later. Wind 
moderate, southerly, becoming fresh 
to strong. Max 9C (4SF)- 

□ Shetland: rain clearing, but more 
rain later. Wind moderate, south¬ 
westerly. becoming fresh, southerly. 
Max 8C (46F). 

□ Outlook: rain at times, but' also 
some brighter spells. Temperatures 
mostly above average. 
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MODERATE 
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r=radn; sh=shower; el-sleet; sn-snow; 3 —sun; !=t 
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Tesco pays £630m for ABF’s Irish business 


By Sarah Cunningham 


on 


TESCO plans to invest E100 million 
over the next three years in the Irish 
supermarkets that it agreed to buy 
yesterday from Associated British 
Foods for £630 million. ABF will also 
receive a £10 million dividend. 

The money will he spent on refits, 
extensions and new stores. Tesco has 
no intention of renaming the Irish 
stores and is not planning redundan¬ 
cies. Its Qubcard scheme will be 


—5,1 


introduced to Ireland within a year. 
Tesco will become market leader in 
both Northern Ireland and. the 
Republic, which has lately become a 
magnet for British retailers. Burtons. 
Boots and Dixons are among those tn 
have recently opened in Dublin, 
while north of the border. Safeway is 
believed to be in talks with 
Wellworths. the supermarket chain. 

Under the deal, which needs 
European Commission approval, 
Tesco will buy 75 Quinnsworth and 


Crazy prices supermarkets in the 
Republic. In the North it is buying 34 
stores made up of Stewarts, Crazy 
Prices, Superdeal. Westside Stores 
and Bloomficlds. It is not buying 
ABF’s Irish textile and clothing retail 
businesses, Penney’s and Primark, 
but will acquire Wine Barrel, the off- 
licence chain, and lifestyle Sport and 
Leisure, a chain of 47 sports shops. 

The businesses being acquired had 
sales of £1.24 billion last year and 
operating profits of about ESS mil¬ 


lion . Net asset value was about £170 
million. Lord McLaurin of Kneb- 
worth, chairman of Tesco, said oper¬ 
ating margins should rise from 4.7 
per cent to 6 per cent in four years. 

Although the deal takes ABF’s cash 
pile to about E1.4 billion. Sir Garry 
Weston, chairman, discounted talk of 
a bid for Hillsdown Holdings. He did 
not rule out buying National Starch 
or Quest, two of the speciality chemi¬ 
cals companies that Unilever has put 
up for sale, but he said ABF was not 


currently in negotiations to buy any 
companies of a substantial size. 

Fear gal Quinn, an Irish Senate 
member and chairman of Super- 
quinn, a small supermarket group, 
said he had put in a last-minute coun- 
terbid for the ABF businesses. He 
said he had not been aware that they 
were for sale. Superquinn has con¬ 
centrated on organic growth, but is 
now seeking acquisitions. 


Tempos, page 32 
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By PaulDurman 
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THE Stock Exchange is be¬ 
lieved to have reopened its 
inquiries into Anite Group, 
the data communications 
company that yesterday 
parted company with Jon 
Richards, its chief executive. 

It is believed that Mr Rich¬ 
ards could receive about 
£500.000 in settlement of his 
twoyear contract which was 
for about £260,000 a year. Alec 
Daly, chairman, said that the 
settlement was fair and within 
the spirit of Ac Greenbury 
guidelines on executive pay. 

Mr Richards was the focus 
of a series of reports in The 
Times last month that showed 
Anite was aware of serious 
problems in its most impor¬ 
tant business for several 
months before a shod; profits 
warning in April 1995. 

Bath Mr Richards and Mr 
Daly have insisted that the 
company still had a realistic 
hope of meeting its profits 
targets, although internal doc¬ 
uments state that its Cray 
Communications subsidiary 
was losing money and in 
“crisis*' by December 1994. - 

The Block. Exchange 
dropped Us first investigation 
into the company, which was 
formerly known as Cray Elec¬ 
tronics. lastyear. Mr Daly has 
said that foe Exchange made 
only “mikl" criticisms of its 
financial reporting. Yesterday, 
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he would not confirm that the 
Exchange has reopened its 
inquiry, saying: “If they have, 
that’s between us and the 
Stock Exchange. I am not 
prepared to discuss that" 

He said that Mr Richards 
was leaving because of “an 
accumulation of events ... 
your contribution (The Times) 
was not insignificant”. He 
said that Mr Richards felt the 
concerns about misleading the 
market would, rightly or 
wrongly, keep resurfaring. 

Mr Richards, still only 39. 
was part of a management 
team led fay Sir teter Michael 
that turned Cray Electronics 
into a stodc market high-flier 
in the early 1990s. Its shares 
have never recovered from the 
1995 wanting, which caused 
shareholders to lose more 
than £200 million. 

Mr Daly will rake over as 
acting chief executive until a 
replacement is appointed. 

The Times can today reveal 
fresh documents that show the 
extent of internal concerns 
about the performance of Cray 
Communications in late 1994. 
Monthly reports prepared in 
December and January by the 
group’s finance department 
conclude: “There has to be 
extreme doubt over the ability 
of tiie company to achieve 
year-end targets." 

The report covering the first 
right months of Cray's finan¬ 
cial year (to December 1994) 
begins with the statement: 
The division traded at a loss 
of £3.8 million for the eight 
months. The profit is entirety 
due to accounting adjust¬ 
ments," An identical state¬ 
ment. though with a lower 
joss, was made a month 
earlier. The report refers to 
cash continuing “to haemorr¬ 
hage out of the division” and 
“every single company in the 
division...stnjggling on cash." 

Last month. Mr Richards 
told The Times that foe reports 
were produced by negative- 
minded accountants. He said 
foe adjustments comment re¬ 
ferred to the treatment of 
property and other costs. 

At the time, Mr Richards 
and his collegues Roger Hol¬ 
land and Jeff Harrison — 
respectively, chairman, and 
finance director — held shares 
worth around £33 million. 



Jon Richards felt the concerns about misleading the market would keep resurfacing 


British Steel expected to 
shed another 5,000 jobs 


By Christine Buckley, industrial correspondent 


BRITISH STEEL yesterday 
told union leaders of cost- 
cutting plans that are expected 
to lead to a further 5,000 jobs 
being lost. 

The new plans are an accel¬ 
eration of existing cuts that 
will see the company shed up 
to 1.000jobs a year, and are in 
response to a decline in reve¬ 
nue because of the strength of 
sterling. Last month. Sir Brian 
Moffat chairman, appraised 
union leaders of the worsen¬ 
ing situation, for British Steel 
from foe strong pound. 

British Steel, which employs 
43,000 in the UK. says that 
cuts will depend un local 
negotations at the company’s 
main plants. However, unions 
have braced themselves for 
cuts equalling foe 5.000 jobs 
cuts already announced as a 
result of new and changed 
working practices. 

The sweeping cuts being 
planned by British Steel are 
likely to affect management as 
Well as shup floor workers at 


its main steelworks in Port 
Talbot. Uanwem Scunthorpe 
and Teesside. 

Unions are not expected to 
fight the action unless any of 
the new redundancies, which 
will also be implemented over 
a five-year span, are made 
compulsory. British Steel has 
refused to rule out compulsory 
redundancies, although both 
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Moffat pound pressure 


foe main unions involved in 
yesterday’s talks, with Alan 
Johnson, personnel director, 
emerged hopeful that job 
losses will be voluntary. 

Bob Elsom, chairman of the 
joint union committee for the 
Amalgamated Engineering 
and Electrical Union, the 
GMB general union, and the 
Manufacturing Science and 
Finance union, said: "We are 
concerned abour foe potential 
loss of johs. but. having re¬ 
ceived assurances from Brit¬ 
ish Steel this morning that any 
redundancies will be negotiat¬ 
ed. we are confident that there 
will be no compulsory 
redundancies.” 

□ A hundred jobs will be lost 
at Allied Steel and Wire's 
Cardiff plant, the company 
announced yesterday. The 
jobs are being shed because 
the company has suffered a 
fall in demand for its steel 
reinforcing rods as a result of 
a slump in the European 
construction industry. 


Ward jailed for two years 


By Jon Ashworth 


MICHAEL WARD, former 
chairman and chief executive, 
of European Leisure, has 
been jailed for two years, after 
the Court of Appeal ruled that 
his original sentence was too 
lenient. 

Want 49. was given com¬ 
munity service in 1995 for his 
part in an illegal share sup¬ 
port scheme, but foe decision 
was challenged by Sir Nicho¬ 
las LydJ, foe Attorney Genet- 
a), backed by foe Serious 
Fraud Office (SFO). _ 

Now, Wan! has been jaded 
for two years and disqualified 


from serving as a director for 
seven. Jeremy llowarth. 51. 
Ward's “right-hand man”, has 
also received a harsher sen¬ 
tence, Originally given com¬ 
munity service, he has been 
jailed fnr 20 months and 
banned from holding a direc¬ 
torship for five years. 

European Leisure’s former 
operations director. George 
Hendry. 65, has been senten¬ 
ced to 12 months* imprison¬ 
ment suspended for two 
years. He was originally giv¬ 
en a 12-month conditional 
discharge: Ward and How- 


arth were given 48 hours to 
“arrange matters with their 
families" before surrendering 
to custody. They were convict¬ 
ed at Southwark Crown Court 
in February 1995 at the con¬ 
clusion of a four-and-a-half- 
monfo trial. Both were given 
220 hours' community service, 
and ordered to pay costs and 
compensation. 

Word returned lo court in 
late 1995 to face two charges of 
making misleading .state¬ 
ments to ihe SR). He was 
sentenced to 12 months' im¬ 
prisonment. and released 


about a year ago. Ward, a 
at in 


former director of internation¬ 
al corporate finance at SBC 
Warburg, created European 
Leisure in 1987. with a view to 
building a diverse leisure 
empire. He pursued an ag¬ 
gressive series of takeovers 
and mergers, culminating in a 
contested bid for Midsummer 
Leisure in 1990. He was 
essentially accused of mount¬ 
ing a share support operation 
to prop up the European 
Leisure share price during the 
bid. sparking memories of Ihe 
Guinness affair. 
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Charter’s 
takeover 
agreed by 
Howden 


By Fraser Nelson 


CHARTER, the railways and 
welding group yesterday end¬ 
ed a week of speculation over 
the future of Howden by 
announcing an agreed take¬ 
over that values the industrial 
fanmaker af £378 million. 

The cash and paper offer 
values Howden"s shares at 
128*2 p apiece — a 54 per cent 
premium to foe price they 
traded at last week. It comes 
four days after Howden for¬ 
mally dismissed speculation 
that it bad any bid approach. 

Jeffrey Herbert. Charter's 
chief executive, said the com¬ 
pany had been sizing up 
Howden for months, but took 
action after the report in The 
Times last Monday. 

He said that Charter — 
which has been looking to 
make an acquisition since it 
disposed of its stake in Cape 
last year — was primarily 
interested in Howden's indus¬ 
trial fan division. He hinted 
that it could sell the company's 
drilling arm. which last Octo¬ 
ber won a contract in China to 
drill foe longest tunnel in the 
world. 

Charter is offerin| £124.78 
in cash and three of its own 
shares for every 115 Howden 
shares. Howden’s shares rose 
36l2p to J28p yesterday —just 
below the bid offer. Charter's 
shares rose 60p to 847*2 p. 


Anne Ashworth 
on gaps in the new 
mortgage code 





What party 
policy means 
for your money 





A reader’s 
struggle for 
pensions justice 


INVESTMENT 2 



Norwich Union’s 
summer share 
bonanza 



INVESTMENT 2 





TRUST 

WATCH 




44 

Will international 
trusts survive 
another century? 
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The locals know it as Surf City. 
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With the remarkable expansion of the Internet, ‘surfing’ 
h set to become a major ksnre pastime ti»w4g»ut the wodd. 

And it is countries Eke India whidi an making the most 
of this new international market One of its fastest growing 
industries b software pro grammi ng. 

Because Martin Curie has been investing in India for 
many years, this success story conies as Bttle surprise to us. 

In fed, our long-established expertise in international 
investment helps us to ride the wave of new technologies. 
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Fbra gtride to investing with us, 
call 0500 6162 65 
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Bid values 
Phoenix 
at £15.5m 

Co-operation Retirement 
Benefit Fund, the invest¬ 
ment holding company, 
has launched an agreed 
bid at 23p a share offer to 
buy the 2 18 per cent of 
Phoenix Timber that it 
does not already own. 

No management 
changes are exported at 
Phoenix. Capital Partners, 
which holds a 7 per cent 
stake in the company, has 
already accepted the offer, 
which values Phoenix at 
E155 million. 

NAV rises 

Speciality Shops, the 
property company that 
recently bought Victoria 
Place shopping centre in 
London, yesterday an¬ 
nounced a 9.7 per cent 
increase in its pro forma 
net asset value to I47p 
per share. 

Pre-tax profits fdJ 133 
per cent last year to 
£786,000 and turnover fell 
373 per cent to £53 mil¬ 
lion. The total dividend 
has been increased to 25p 
from2.4p, with a l.7p final. 

Payout higher 

Pemberstone, the property 
management and invest¬ 
ment company, earned 
pre-tax profits of £2.1 mil¬ 
lion in 1996, np from 
£373,000 posted in abbre¬ 
viated accounts for 1995. 
Turnover was £9.4 million 
(£1.4 million^- The rise 
included the £413,000 sale 
of a stake in a subsidiary. 

A final dividend of 2p lifts 
the total to 3p from 0.96p. 




TC chief departs with 
£400,000 settlement 


By Carl Mortished 


TC GROUP, the nursing 
homes operator, has lost its 
managing director and suf¬ 
fered a fell in underlying pre¬ 
tax profits from £22.1 million 
to £!SJ5 million in the year to 
December. The company is 
changing its name and the 
branding of its services to 
Care First and yesterday indi¬ 
cated that it would ask share¬ 
holders for powers to buy in 5 
per cent of its share capital. 

Hamilton Anstead. a main 
board director, is leaving the 
company with compensation 
totalling £400,000 based on 
his two-year service contract 
The company said the 
£250,000 annual cost of TC2s 
managing director would be 
redeployed at the operating 
level with two regional man-. 


aging directors. Chai Patel, 
chief executive, said: “We need 
more delegated authority, 
more resources at the 
coalface." 

TC Group, which came 
together from the merger last 
year of Takare and Court 
Cavendish, continues to suffer 
from the contraction of local 
authority spending on long¬ 
term care. Occupancy levels in 
TCs established homes fell 
from 94 per cent in 1995 to 91 
per cent at the end of Decem¬ 
ber and declined a further 3 
per cent over the past three 
months. TC Group blamed a 
third of the recent decline on a 
sharp increase in mortality 
rates. The overall occupancy 
level in TC Group’s homes, 

‘ including new homes is 83 per 






Anstead: two-year contract 

cent, compared with an indus¬ 
try average of 84 per cent. 

TC Group is raising rhe 
dividend by a third to 3.45p a 
share, playable from earnings 
before exceptional items of 


S.Sp Il4..'pi. The company 
spent £1.5 million on the 
merger Iasi >ear and the tax 
charge is increased in L21 
million, including an excep¬ 
tional £15.2 million deferred 
tax charge following the cur¬ 
tailment of the building 
programme. 

Keith Bradshaw, chairman, 
said the group's priority' was 
to fill beds after the group's 
decision last year to end its 
building programme. "We 
have no expectation that local 
government spending will in¬ 
crease. regardless of the out¬ 
come of the election." he said. 
In the longer term, the com¬ 
pany hopes to expand through 
the purchase of specialist 
nursing businesses and by 
moving inm hume care. 

Tempus, page 32 


Airbus and Boeing in 
fight for £500m order 

By Harvey Elliott, air correspondent 


Frost forecasts growth 
after petrol price war 


By Carl Mortished 


AIRBUS and Boeing are 
locked in battle over a £500 
million order for 20 new jets 
for British Midland Airways. 

A decision on whether to 
buy the Boeing 737-800, the 
Boeing 757 or the new Airbus 
A321 will be taken by British 
1 Midland at the end of this 
month. Both companies have 
made their final bids and 
technical presentations. 

Delivery will be spread over 
five years, enabling BMA to 
replace much of its fleet of737- 


300 and 400s, to provide more 
seats on popular routes and to 
open new services. 

The existing BMA jets can 
cany an average of only 156 
passengers while the new 
aircraft have between 189 and 
200 seats giving much'more 
efficient use of scarce airport 
takeoff and landing slots. 
BMA is about to open new 
services to Copenhagen, Goth¬ 
enburg and Oslo and expects 
soon to increase the; number of 
flights to Spain and Germany. 


JAMES FROST, chairman of 
Frost Group, owner of the 
Save petrol chain, predicted 
overall growth in the petrol 
market and an increase in 
margins after a year in which 
his company lost 40 per cent of 
its volumes and 600 sites. 

Resisting Esso's Pricewacch 
campaign left Frost Group 
with a 31 per cenr fall in pre¬ 
tax profit before exceptional 
items to E10.4 million. Mr 
Frost said: “The effect of our 
strategy was to reduce gallons 


sold but maintain gross mar¬ 
gin." The price war had re¬ 
duced competition at a rime of 
growth in petrol sales, with 
growth per site of 15 per cent 
for the whole industry. 

Mr Frost will spend less 
rime with the company after 
the appointment of Dean 
Overton as managing direc¬ 
tor. The company is to change 
its name to Save Group. The 
dividend rises from 7p to 7.1p. 

Tempus. page 32 
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Offshore Money Funds , 

IN THE STYLE OF ROTHSCHILDS 

Rothschilds’ offshore Money Funds make a strong candidate for your cash deposits. 
We’re sound on all the key issues. 

. Like security: we've a coveted AAAm rating from Standard & Poor's: 
We’Teaonndly against a single currency; we offer a choice of 21. 

We’re sound as regards tax planning. 

And sound on interest rates. Ours are as high as possible. 

For more information on Rothschilds' Money Funds, talk to your adviser or call our 
Client Services Desk on 0S00 124 314, or fax us on 0171 283 9878. 
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Sentence 
cut for 
Arrows 
fraudster 

B\ Jon Ashworth 

MUHAMMED NAVIEDE, 
the financier jailed for fraud 
over the £100 million collapse 
uf the Arrows trade loans 
company, has had his nine^ 
year sentence reduced to six 
years by the Court of Appeal. 

" The ruling means Naviede, 
43. will he eligible for release on 
parole in about 16 months. He 
was jailed at the Old Bailey in 
July 1995 for fraudulent trad¬ 
ing. making false statements, 
and obtaining property and 
services by deception. He was 
banned from serving as a 
director for 12 years. 

Arrows collapsed in 1991, 
owing more than £100 million 
to 20 banks. Lord Justice 
Hutchison. Mr Justice I 
McKinnon and Mr Justice 
Newman quashed two of 
Naviede's convictions — on 
charges of obtaining property 
by deception — but substituted 
convictions of obtaining ser¬ 
vices by deception. 

The decision follows a 
House of Lords ruling in 
another case that the offenre of 
obtaining property by decep¬ 
tion under the 1968 Theft Act 
did not apply to transactions 
in which no actual property 
changed hands — for instance, 
payments by cheque, or by 
electronic crediLtransfer from 
one bank account to another. 

□ The jury in the trial of 
Abbas Gokal, former head of ■ 
the Gulf Group, retired to 
consider its verdict at the 
conclusion of a six-month 
trial. The jury was sent home 
for the weekend. Delibera¬ 
tions resume on Monday. 


Banks aim to 
lift standards 

THE British Bankers’ Associ¬ 
ation win announce a new 
code of practice today iri a bid 
to raise consumer service stan¬ 
dards. The code, which will 
regulate ail leading banks and 
building societies, aims to help 
customers to find better deals. 

After the code's implemen¬ 
tation on July 1, holders of 
obsolete savings accounts that 
offer uncompetitive rates wtfl 
be informed of alternatives at-'' 
least (xxx a year. Customers' 
will also be told when current 
account rates change. 
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Wace cuts 


WAGE, tfe troubled printing searin g c w°pa 
dividend yesterday as it reported a 4nhP 
anp.iai trading profits fell 50 percen t to .£1 | ...„ _ 

blamed on an expensive mthteSW 
to a computerised 

£13.9 imffion, Wace was leftwiiha wfraxfoss « ; 

The company will pay a fina^dmdemi of 
This cuts the total payout fromS^Spm^pa^aj-^ 
per share were 8.4p, down 43 
Grice, chief executive, said he «P«fed 
the European businesses tins year, but more tune wnUd .he 
needed to improve its American operations. 

Cliveden rights issue ^ 

CLIVEDEN, the hotel group, wants to raise £8 .'! 

rights issue to fund expansion. It is arming to 
tollhouse hotel in London and to cgm a sp^techA^e 
Cliveden estate in Berkshire. Cliveden w Qffenngo ncgcw 
share for every three existing shares at 75p, rag. 

proffi rase 56 per cent to £1.7 mill]cm last year. Turnover rosft A 

third to £85 million. Earnings grew 21 per rent to 
share. The final dividend is 1.7p, payable on April zs.. 

Limelight cuts 100 job® 

MORE than 100 jobs are likely to go ar LimdigbUhe troubled : 
kitchens group, after a sharp fell in trading i n the past tfa$ee. 
months. Stew Cotter, chief executive; said me group wanjffto 
cut costs by up to £28 million a year. The company.. wHa."; 
floated in November, said pro-forma pre-tax prom m the yonr 
to December 31 was £2B4mflliori, against a loss of Elmpfeft*.- 
year earlier. There is no dividend. It confirmed that group Sues' 
in the first three months of this year are down II percent- a 

Fortnum’s festive cheer| 

FORTNUM & MASON, the upmarke t reta iler and branded 
food company, yesterday said that strong pre-Chrisaisasc 
sales led to a 7 per cent rise in first-half pre-tax profitw~£raafl^ 
nr? million to £2.48 million. Earnings were unchanged: t& 
17.4p a share, and the interim dividend is held at 43(k- 
payable June 30. The company said that second-half profits 
would be affected by building work to extend the company^ 
flagship Piccadilly store. 

CPL Aromas shares fall 

SHARES in CPL Aromas,, the flavours and aromatic 
ingredients company, last more than a third of their value 
yesterday after the company said that the strong pound and 
weakness in its ingredients business would see profits for the 
year to Mardi 31 will be below market expectations. Theshares, 
which peaked at aver 500p a year ago. Ml from 190p to I29p.- 
CPL said turnover wifi be at least £25 million lower than last 
yearS £28.7 million, when pretax profit was £2.9 million. 

Rotork advances 15% 


ROTORK, the international eng i nee rin g group, achieved a 
15.1 per cent rise in pre-tax profits to £17.7 miilion last year, 
reflecting strong worldwide sales. The company, which has 
operations in Britain, America, Singapore and France, lifted 
turnover 135 per cent to £9018 million. Basic earnings per 
share were 72 per cent higher at il.91p. A dividend of 8p, up 
48 per cent from last years 5.4p, will be paid on May 23. 
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THE SUNDAV TIMES 

£ Gerhard Cromme, 
chairman of Krupp 
Hoesch, is a great admirer 
of Frederick the Great 
Now, Cromme is 
unleashing what could be 
an historic upheaval in 
German business. . 

Business — The Sunday 
Tones to mor row 


Rates for smaH denomination 
bank notes only as suppfled by 
Barclays Bank PLC. Different rates 
. apply to travefler’a cheques. Rates 
0583 l asatdbseoftrBdtna vestsntev. 
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A WORKING WEEK FOR: ROGER LUARD 

From oil to media mogul in one 



move 


Eric Reguly meets a skilled dealmaker who 
turned Flextech from a nondescript services 
company into fast-growing TV programmer 
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WHO IS this giijfl 
And where did he 
come from? In the 
1980s, Roger David 
Eckford Luard was a 
struggling business¬ 
man trying to eke out a 
living in industries 
that were marginally 
less exerting than 
watching fungus grow on rhe side of trees. 
There was a Fud additives business, a 
central healing and boilers business and 
others that make him wince, including 
one that specialised in making the linings 
for men's suits. 

Today, after one of the more remark¬ 
able corporate transformations. Luard. 
47. is the chief executive of Flextech. a 
former oil services company that has 
become Britain’s fas rest-growing media 
group. After BSkyB. the satellite broad¬ 
caster. it is the country’s largest supplier 
of satellite and cable programming. 

Earlier this week. Flextech formed a 
programming joint venture with the BBC 
that is designed to launch the institution 
into the commerrial arena. The deal, 
potentially worth more than $1 billion to 
Flextech over the life of the joint venture, 
has earned Luard the begrudging envy of 
the traditional TV companies, which 
largely ignored the subscription-TV mar¬ 
ket Carlton. Granada 
and their rivals are only 
now waking up to its 
potential and are scram¬ 
bling to enter the race. 

Luard is somewhat as¬ 
tonished by the achieve¬ 
ment, not only because of 
its size but because it has 
given him the sort of 
stability and status that 
he thought impossible 
only a few years ago. A 


hustler and dealmaker by nature and 
training, he is not quite used to knowing 
where his next pay cheque is coming 
from. "When I first got into business, I 
would hawk my wife my dog. my car — 
anything—to get going,” he raid. "This is 
the first time I have not been gambling 
everything I own to make it.” 

Luard had spent most of his career in 
shabby offices, -negotiating deals from 
coffee-stained desks and trying to keep 
sceptical bankers at bay. He now operates 
from a swish building in Great Portland 
Street in central London. 

It has pretty receptionists, glass eleva¬ 
tors and meeting rooms with power, 
curtains and dividers. Luard can look out-- 
of place. One morning in late February, 
his eyes bloodshot from endless meetings 
with the BBC. he arrived in casual 
trousers and a sweater, leaving die 
impression that he had not quite made the 
transition to the world of limos and Hugo 
Boss suits. 

While he may not be as slick as your 
typical media boss, Luard relishes his role 
as the TV industry's best-known upstarL 
His energy and enthusiasm are infectious 
and have allowed him to penetrate 'TVS 
tight-knit social circles with ease. Kelvin 
Mackenzie, the man behind Live TV’s 
topless darts, and David Montgomery. 


ihe Mirror Group chief executive, are 
friends. Jilly Cooper, the author who is 
Luard's Cotswolds neighbour and the 
best friend of Roly, Luard's wife, said: 
"When f first met him. he used to make 
boilers. When success comes as late as 
this in life, it is especially sweet. Roger is 
really enjoying himself." 

Luard loves the rumour that he is the 
model for Ruperr, the rake in Riders. 
Cooper’s saucy bestseller. He is not. but 
Cooper said that she has found him useful 
as a tutor on the- behind-the-scenes 
workings of the TV world. 

Luard was born in London, grew up m 
Surrey and attended Rugby School. The 
death of his father, who was a chartered 
surveyor, destroyed any possibility that 
the young Luard would be able to drift 
through school — he never attended 
university — and ease himself info rhe 
profession of his choice. "When my Dad 
died. 1 had to go out and work," he said. "I 
always wanted to be an artist, but I ended 
up becoming an accuuntant for Price 
Waterhouse instead.” 

The 1970s and early 1980s were a blur of 
oddball jobs. There were stints at an 
investment firm, a textiles group, the fuel 
additives company, and the boiler and 
suir-lini/ig businesses. In 1986 he landed 
at Flextech, another unglamorous com¬ 
pany in a string of unglamorous com- 

_ panies. “We wanted to 

start a new division to 
offset the volatility of the 
ofi business," Luard said. 

Television, bizarrely 
enough, was the answer. 
FI extech's entree was 
provided by Pfeter Orton, 
a friend who was then 
head of Henson Interna¬ 
tional, the TV company 
launched by the late Jim 
Henson, the genius be¬ 
hind The Mupper Show. Orton convinced 
Luard of the business potential of provid¬ 
ing the viewing public with a broad choice 
of TV channels; at the time, Britain had 
only four. Together they started HIT 
Entertainment a distributor and packag¬ 
er of animation, children's and natural 
history programming. 

Flextech then went on to win some cable 
franchises and bought 25 per cent of The 
Children’s Channel, now TCC, from 
British Telecom. In 1992, Flextech ditched 
its oil services business and went into 
pure TV mode. “1 needed to find a big 
daddy to help us to keep going," he said. 
The big daddy turned out to be Adam 
Singer, head of the international arm of 
Tele-Communications inc (TCI), Ameri¬ 
ca's biggest cable company and one of its 
biggest programmers. TCI was looking to 
make a splash in .the British TV market 
and chose Flextech as its vehicle. Luard 
said: “When I told people that f had a 
relationship with TCI, they thought I was 
talking abort a bottle of antiseptic. They 
had no idea what TCI was." 

In 1994 TCI acquired a controlling 
stake in Flextech through the merger of 
Flextech with the British broadcasting 
interests of United Artists, then owned by 
TCI. United Artists' channels included 
Bravo, UK Gold and UK Living, which 
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6 The BBC 
joint venture 
was the 
mother of all 
TV deals.. ? 
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Roger Luard, whose success in television has blossomed after an unpromising beginning: “I would knock on doors and nobody would answer" 


remain among the countiy’s most popu¬ 
lar pay-TV channels. The deal instantly 
made Flextech a force in the emerging 
“multichannel” market 

Nonetheless. Flextech. losing money 
and hampered with a bizarre history and 
strange pedigree, was dismissed as a 
curiosity. At that time any of the ITV 
companies could have done program¬ 
ming deals with Flextech. It appears they 
underestimated TCI* resolve to duplicate 
its American success in Britain. “1 would 
knock on their doors and nobody would 
answer." Luard said. 

Any notion that Flextech was a bit 
player ended last September when the 
BBC revealed it would use TCI to launch 
subscription channels. The goal was to 
create a steady stream of commercial 
income to subsidise the licence-fee reve¬ 
nue. which is barely enough to keep the 
BBC alive let alone thriving. Among other 
things, the BBC’s increasingly tight 
finances have prevented it from renewing 
sport programming rights, including 
those to Formula One motor raring. 

For Flexiech it was a coup. The BBC 
had also been negotiating with the much 
larger BSkyB, which is 40 per cent owned 
by News International, owner of The 
Times, to launch a family of BBC-branded 
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subscription channels in Britain. Luard, 
of course, cannot take all of the credit. If 
Flextech did not have TCI at its side, the 
BBC might have chosen BSkyB as its 
partner. TCI had the competitive advan¬ 
tage because it could 
provide the BBC with 
access to both the 
American and British 
markets. The BBC is 
in talks to form a 
lei deal, worth 
million, with Dis¬ 
covery Communica¬ 
tions, TCI*s program¬ 
ming affiliate in the US. The negotiations 
to form tire much larger BBC-Disoovery 
joint venture are bogged down in the 
details: its launch is not expected before 


Wednesday 
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the summer. The BBC-Flexrech joint 
venture is already in business. Last 
month it agreed to sell the broadcast 
rights to four of tire eight channels under¬ 
development with the BBC to British 
Digital Broadcasting, the digital terrestri¬ 
al TV consortium formed by Carlton, 
Granada and BSkyB. 

The four include One-TV. described as 
a “visual Radio 1 for pop music fans", and 
Horizon, a channel that will draw its 
programming from the BBC’s nature, 
science and history catalogues, AH of the 
Flextech-BBC channels will be offered to 
cable and satellite subscribers after their 
development is completed in the summer. 

The BBC joint venture was the mother 
of all deals for Luard, which begs the 
question; what next? Luard loves the art of 


the deal and he is hounded by speculation" 
that after a good long rest he will pack 
his bags and start all over again. He could 
afford to do so. He has a million share 
options, the majority of them granted at 
92p. If he exercises them at the current 
market price of about BOOp, which is 
double their level of 1994, he will pocket a 
tidy £6 million. 

But as Jilly Cooper, noted. Luard is 
enjoying his success and may not be eager 
to let it all go. especially now that he has a 
2h:-year-okl adopted son, his first child, 
for the sake of playing the game all over 
again. “I have an elegant office and a 
support staff for the first time in my life," 
he said. “I am really enjoying this and 1 
am committed to budding and expanding 
Flextech." 
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Architect finds right line 
for temple of learning 


E very once In a whflle a 
corporate building is 
commissioned and 
contfructed that deserves to 
-be recognised as a work of 
art. one of enduring value to 
the community around it 
The Cable and Wireless Coll¬ 
ege; opened in Coventry in 
September 1993 arid de- 
- signed by " MacCormac 
Jamieson Prichard, is one 
such rarity. ' 

Conceived as a unique, 
specialist educational centre 
offering training courses for 
C&W personnel and for oth¬ 
er partner companies within 
the telecommunications in¬ 
dustry, its corporate value is 
not in doubt. Its architectural 
value has also been realised; 
it has already managed to 
amass more than a mantel¬ 
piece’s worth of trophies. In 
1994 it won Building of the 
Year from the Royal Fine Art 
Commission, a silver plaque 
and bronze plaque award 
from RIBA. The following 


Joanna Pitman taps into the delights 
of the Cable and Wireless College 


year it picked op the Con¬ 
crete Society Award and the 
Financial Times Architec¬ 
tural Award. And last year it 
won the national award for 
«soft landscape construction 
from the British Association 
'Of Landscape industries and 
the Symonds Award for ihe 
best commercial develop¬ 
ment from the Civic Trust 
The building looks noth¬ 
ing like a corporate educa¬ 
tional institution. None of 
.the grim stained concrete 
blocks from the penitentiary 
style of college construction. 
Nor the colourful plastic 
jollity so often imposed to 
lighten (but more likely de¬ 
press) the look of a corporate 
pre-school. No. the C&W 
college is a mature building 
of advanced functional ca¬ 
pacity. high design stan¬ 


dards and tranquil beauty. 

It could from a distance be 
mistaken for a Japanese 
Shinto shrine — some admir¬ 
ing students have come to 
refer to it as their temple of 
learning. The first tiling you 
notice are the roofs, which 
slope and curve in an allur¬ 
ing wave, like breakers roll- 
ing on' to the shore, and 
which, ih a dear reference to 
East Asian architecture, are 
irj blue-jade faience 

The layout is definitely 
collegia ie. with open and 
covered! routes focusing on 
the central court that has 
becomei the hub of the coll¬ 
ege. Tjte main teaching 
wings face each other across 
this courtyard, focused on 
cefntral ocular open 
ground which the 


dad 

tiles 


one 

space 


PETER COOK 



The college's open central space 


is cloister-like, a place to stand in contemplation 


main communal facilities 
are planned. With its pool, 
its doisfer-like structure and 
its deep projecting eaves, the 
central space retains a won¬ 
derful contemplative feel 

Lecture rooms are in a 
single-storey teaching block 
at the front of the site looking 
south over green bell. All of 
them can be naturally venti¬ 
lated and are generously fit 
with indirect natural tight 
For flexibility, the dividing 
walls have removable parti¬ 
tions. There is a library, an 
exhibition room and residen¬ 
tial blocks. 

Materials are all of a high 
quality and well detailed. 
Outside walls are grit-blast¬ 
ed concrete with some pol¬ 
ished concrete blocks 
coloured green. Interiors are 
defined by polished hand- 
textured Italian plaster, 
tinted — tastefully — in 
muted green or petrol blue. 

The grounds loo, land¬ 
scaped by Colvin and 
Mogg ridge, have attracted 
their fair share of admira¬ 
tion. There is a linear pond 
and lawns that lead to the 
leisure pavilion, which is set 
in a hillock that can be 
reached by a footbridge: 
There is also a waterfall. 

Corporate comfort has 
been combined with a high 
level of design artistry, and 
those students of telecom¬ 
munications in residence 
should delight in the chance 
to learn in such an attractive 
environment 

As Samantha Hardingham 
says in England, A Guide to 
Recent Architecture. “The 
building as a whole has an 
ethereal quality, particularly 
from the outside, It is a 
modem stately home." 


The best reason for Germany’s leading jeweller 
to establish a presence on New Bond Street 



glashOtte Vsa ^ 


The Lange I, a worthy representative of the latest collection of famous 'A Lange & Sfihne* watches, embodies a great Saxon -tradi¬ 
tion. It was high time to make-these hand-crafted masterpieces from the Ore Mountains available in the UK Now, they are: exclusively 
at Wempe on New Bond Street in London.The renaissance of the most treasured heritage in fine German horology is reason enough. 
-1-' 
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Charlton’s market debut 
falls short of forecast 


CHARLTON ATHLETIC, the 
struggling south London foot¬ 
ball dub, scored an own goal 
on its stock market debut with 
the shares trading at a hefty 
discount Raced on AIM ar 
80p. the price touched a low of 
5 G‘ 2 p before ending the ses¬ 
sion at 63p, a discount of (7p. 

It seems the City love affair 
with football dubs has started 
to wane. There are now 14 
quoted teams compared with 
just five a year ago. Most have 
bear hoping to cash in on the 
boom for televised football 
and the move, eventually, 
towards pay-per-view. 

The fancy ratings boasted 
by some are now looking a 
little over the top and brokers 
are urging investors to be 
cautious. The bigger clubs, 
like Manchester United, up 
7‘zp at 644p, and Tottenham 
Hotspur, down *ap at HOp. 
are seen increasingly as lei¬ 
sure companies earning prof¬ 
its off the pilch, as well-as on. 

Sunderland, a recent new¬ 
comer unchanged at 585p yes¬ 
terday, has fallen sharply this 
week after having six goals 
pushed passed it by Chelsea. 
It is now struggling to main¬ 
tain its Premiership position. 
Chelsea Village, which owns 
the west London side, slipped 
l'ap to 130p. 

Chariton is lying just above 
the relegation zone in division 
one. But the offering was fully 
subscribed, with existing 
shareholders and supporters 
snapping up 1.3 million shares 
at 76p. Institutions claimed the 
remainder of the offering at 
’80p, valuing the dub at a total 
of £17 million. 

Meanwhile, there was an 
almost audible sigh of relief 
among investors in the Square 
Mile as share prices generally 
overcame another volatile ses¬ 
sion to end the week on a 
steady note. 

Supported by a partial re¬ 
covery in the Dow Jones 
industrial average overnight, 
the equity market opened on a 
firm note with a gain of almost 
16 points. It saw the expiry of 
the March series of the FT-SE 
100 index futures and options 
pass off without too much fuss 
and soon began to rally again 
as Wall Street kicked in with 
some opening gains. But New 
York’s failure to hold on to 
those gains eventually left the 
index down 33 on the day at 
4.254.8. Investors remain wor¬ 
ried about the prospect of a 
rise in interest rates. 

The loss on the week was 
extended to 1695. Turnover 
again topped one billion 



James Frost, chairman of Frost Group, upbeat and Ip higher 


shares, swollen by a large 
number of bed and breakfast 
transactions. 

Tesco firmed 'zp to 339'ap 
after announcing plans to pay 
Assodated British Foods £630 
million for its Irish food 
refailing operation. The deal 
boosts AB Foods cash reserves 
to £15 billion. It also lifted its 
share price ]4 1 ap to 526p. 
HflJsdown. often .mentioned 


out with a jump of 17‘zp at 
923 J zp after the Government 
gave the go-ahead to the joint 
£15 billion bid from American 
Electric Power and Public 
Services Colorado, the deal 
remains subject to regulatory 
assurances. 

Pizza Express was playing 
down takeover speculation as 
the price surged 57p to yet 
another high of 767'ap. David 


A busy week is in store for biotech companies. The high-flying 
Shield Diagnostics, up 30p at 650p. Is due on Monday to give a 
presentation for its AFT hearr disease test after recent worries 
over US trials. Scotia Holdings, down 27'zp at 380p. also 
reports, after having seen its price tumble from a peak of 735p. 


as a possible bid target for AB 
Foods, rose 4*zp to 188 J 2 p. 

There was a brief suspen¬ 
sion in shares of Howden and 
Charter before it was con¬ 
firmed that Charter was mak¬ 
ing an agreed offer for the 
engineer. Howden ended the 
day* 36 x 2p higher at 128p, 
matching the terms from 
Charter. The deal gives 
Howden a price tag of £378 
million. Charter closed 60p 
dearer at 847 l zp. 

Yorkshire Electricity stood 


Page, chief executive, says the 
company intends to remain 
independent and laughed off 
suggestions of a bid from 
Grand Metropolitan, down 
4*zp at 490p. 

Inch cape rose 13p to 255*ap 
ahead of figures next week 
expected to show the benefits 
of measures taken by the new 
management. 

BAT Industries touched 
466*2p before rebounding to 
finish 5p up at 494p after 
shrugging off the derision of 


id. 


Howden— -728p 

Sunderland..585p 

Lonrho-146p 

Doting KirtdersJay —.271 p 

Baxtech__„S35n 

Umefight Group-94V4p 

err_.456p 

S tag ecoach—_679p 


702Hp -45Hp. 


. Broker cuts profit forecast 


+44»p_Charter bids £378 mWon 

-67J4p-Relegation candidate 

-11J6-Prcrffls warning 

-SQp-Casualty of strong pound 

-137p-Chief executive sells shares 

-76%p_Sales skimp 

+16Mrp_ 

-S354p_ 


Liggett Group lo break ranks 
with the other tobacco com¬ 
panies and admit that smok¬ 
ing caused cancer ami was 
addictive. Imperial Tobacco 
slipped 2p to 419 l 2p. 

Another big line of stuck 
passing through the market 
left Flextecb 44p down at 035p. 
stretching the loss on the week 
to 137p. Goldman Sachs, the 
US securities house. Found a 
home for a line of 9.32 million 
shares at 624'2p. 

Frost Group, the indepen¬ 
dent petrol retailer headed hy 
James Frost, chairman, 
finned Ip to L25p despite 
reporting a drop in profits 
from £11.1 million to £10 4 
million last year. The group 
cheered brokers with an up¬ 
beat statement on current 
trading and plans to change 
its name to Save. 

Tyzack Precision fell bp io 
72' 2 p after plunging into the 
red at the halfway stage with 
losses of £612,000. But the 
group remains confident and 
has a cash surplus of £11 
million for acquisitions. 

Active Imaging slumped 
42p to 46'zp after TVX with¬ 
drew its offer of $1155 a share. 

CPL Aromas is the latest 
company to blame its misfor¬ 
tunes on the strenth of ster¬ 
ling. Shares in the food 
producer plunged 70p to I20p 
after a profits warning. 

There was steadier perfor¬ 
mance among the rail fran¬ 
chise operators with Prism 
Rail accelerating 55p to 550p. 
GB Railways rising 23p to 
L52‘2p in sympathy, and 
Stagecoach clawing back 
some of this week’s losses with 
a rise of 7'2p at 679p. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Losses 
among bond prices during the 
past few days were halted as 
the London market rook ad¬ 
vantage of firmer European 
bonds. Investors shrugged off 
persistent worries about high¬ 
er interest rates as longer- 
dated issues posted gains of up 
to £U. 

* The June series of the long 
gilt finished £*-* better at 
£109 3 is in moderate 
tumover.Treasury 8 per cent 
2121 put on £ 9 j 2 to dose at 
£103*32, while at the shorter 
end Treasury 6 per cent 1999 
put on £*« to finish at £97 15 j a. 

□ NEW YORK: Sell-offs in 
Eastman Kodak and Philip 
Morris shares kepr the Dow 
Jones industrial average lower 
in morning trading, though 
the overall market was higher. 
By midday the Dow was 21.15 
points lower at 6,799.13. 
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rESl'M [Xi id d lot fur Associated British 
Food’s ln>h supermarkets but the deal will 
brine more benefit to Tesco shareholders than 
to investors in ABF. 

ABFs «sh pile will rise to almost E15 
billion. Garry Weston. ABFs chairman, 
shruss off munerings about low returns, so 
there is every chance he will bank the cash for 
that rain> day Speculation about a bid for 
Hillsduwi) i> wide of the mark: ABFs 
business is not packaged foods but raw 
mareriaN and its focus is overseas rather than 

the demesne. 

Mure likely to interest ABF is the Unilever 
sped alt) chemicals business, but a deal may 
depend on whether Unilever is prepared to 
break it up and offer ABF the starch business. 
Without an acquisition, the outlook for ABF 
investors looks dull. The huge family stake 


L . 

seems to rule out the praspecrufsharabiyi* : 

mies sense for ABF. With Safew^Myto 
move into the Irish market, 
foratsifr and Tesco. a veteran of |WJ 
was. is tetter able to fight the market stare. 

^■Stoadn^that its 
bought the Three Guys, chain m 
seventies] was a shambles- The venture 
flopped after Tesco foolishly turned foe. 
cSTonly to skulk back home- Oi£ Mga 
Tesco is keeping foe trading atones.tattt wj 

inject its marketing^ x P er ^ Fa ^l^^ - 
growth at home. Tesco needs 
Ireiand’s population is increasing. with 
riSg at wta the rate in Britain- Irish soB 
could prove fertile. . 


TC Group 

SHRINKING demand, re¬ 
duced investment and slim¬ 
mer margins. You can 
hardly fault TC Group for 
taking powers to buy back its 
shares. The residential care 
market is under the cosh of 
local authority spending cuts 
and TC Group shares reflect 
the markers perception that 
this is a nil growth business. 
Valued at 113p. the book 
value of TCs assets is 143p. 
Viewed on a per bed basis, 
the discrepancy is more strik¬ 
ing; the market prices the 
company at £22.000 per bed 
but it costs TC at least 
£25,000 to build each bed. 
never mind the cost of buy¬ 
ing the land. 

On that basis. TC looks a 
terrific bargain, but there are 
still doubts hanging over the 
company. Occupancy is too 
low and the company still 
has more beds coming on to 


the market as foe old build¬ 
ing programme is unwound. 
These will be filled, probably 
at a faster rate, as competi¬ 
tors cease building and rites 
are converted into bousing. 

The worry is whether TC 
Group has foe right strategy. 
The company is convinced 
there is growth In this sector 
and muses, about acquisi¬ 
tions of specialist care busi¬ 


nesses. However, TC has yet. 

' to prove it can safely manage 
- expansion and investors are, 
probably better off with foe 
yield from a tightening sup¬ 
ply of care homes- TC mD 
throw off a lot of cash in the 
coming year or two as core 
struction spending tails off 
and occupancy increases. In 
safe hands, this could be an 
interesting recovery. 



Charter/Howden 

CHARTER chose its victim 
well. On foe face of it, 
Howden was a sitting targeL 
A series of deals have put the. 
company or the map as 
world leader in industrial 
fans, yet this distinction has 
never been flattered with 
profits to march. Despite a 
strong balance sheet and 
good order book. How-den’s 
shares languished at a 40 per 
cent discount io the market 
average. 

Adding to How-dens diffi¬ 
culties were memories of 
management failures, notori¬ 
ous among them a Scandina¬ 
vian tunnelling project that 
left a large hole in Howden*s 
profit and loss account Icing 
after' the company had 
changed course. 

Charter has not overpaid. 
The bid price gives Howden 
investors a huge uplift but 
Charter is only paying about 
15 rimes forecasts of 
Howden’s earnings to April 
1998. The industrial fan divi¬ 
sion is the prize and the hope 


is that Charter will sprinkle 
some magic over Howden’s 
lacklustre margins. 

The risk is that margins 
will be stubborn or that 
Charter will struggle to sell 
the high-risk tunnelling busi¬ 
ness. Nevertheless. Charter 
has found its third leg and 
the prize could be a better 
share rating. Long saddled 
with the conglomerate tag. 
Charter should soon gradu¬ 
ate to fully fledged engineer. 

Frost Group 

IF you believe James Frost, 
his Save petrol retailing 
drain will coin it ibis-year. 
The battle of the behemoths 
has killed off some1500inde¬ 
pendent retailers, leaving 
more of the market for tire 
survivors. Erost reckons that 
Esso is unlikely to continue 
its Pricewatch campaign at 
the same level of intarsity. 
having regained market 
share, and margins could 
well Improve with a lower 
crude oil price. 

Back in Dallas. Esso's 


bosses will not be amused.by 
the estimated £200 mi 11km 
cost of Pricewatch so the mul¬ 
tinational will be underpres¬ 
sure to put the numbers back 
into the black. Key to this will 
be Esso’s ability to launch a 
new forecourt promotion. 
Alone among the majors, it 
lacks a loyalty gimmick, 
largely due to the continuing 
dispute with its dealers over 
Tiger tokens. Frost should re¬ 
gain most of-its lost volume 
and if margins hold, earn¬ 
ings could rise 25 per cent in 
foe current year, putting the 
shares on a multiple of less 
than 8 times earnings. * 

The risks are clear for all to 
see. Restructuring will con¬ 
tinue but the chances are that 
foe pace will be less frantic 
and continued attrition of in¬ 
dependents will benefit Frost 
as well as the majors. The 
wold card is a merger; Frost 
has sold his business more 
than once before and if there 
is a strong recovery he might 
well be tempted again. 

Edited by Carl Moktished 
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TOO 5% Iff, 28% 

2) 

44% 5tft 

BrAirways, trtl 41% S3 64% 

ft 

14% ft% 

rw7i 

<*» 9% 2*% 38% 

21 

38% 44% 

BP 

- TOO 17% 40 48% 

13% 

31 39 


793 3 14% n 

50% 

61% 68 

BrSted._ 

_ I® 9: 11 12 

3% 

It 13 


IS) 0 3h 5 

18 

25% 27 

C*W— 

- 460 33 46 54% 

5% 

IS 1 : 21% 

C48S 

500 9% 25 34 

19% 

15% 41 

CU—.— 

. b» 33% 61 81% 

12 

17 58% 


TOO |S% 38 59 

41 

64% 85% 

[Q_TOO 18% J8% 47% 

13 

24% 35 

w.1 

730 4 17% 2?. 

48% 

54% b4% 

Land Sec m. 

- 7» 21% 21% 41% 

6% 

24 29% 

W/l 

MO 2 » 19% 3SV 

58 61 

MBS_ 

.460 IS 2b 34% 

7 

19 22 

MOT 

no 2% 10 17% 

34 

45 46% 

Nai West- 

. 650 40 62% 69 

5% 

17% 36% 

rwww 

700 Vh 34% 44% 3% 

39 S3 

Safeway pk 360 U 21 27 

T, 

19% 24% 

[*3620 

390 Ji 9*1 16 

28% » 43% 

Sairubuty. 

. 300 30 34% 39 

ITi 

7 9 

fiasv 

333 8 16 22. 

9 

20 23 

Shell_ 

KJS1 41 36% 70 

18 

35 47 

pK»l| 

lien 13% 33 45% 

49 

61% 74 

Smkl Brit- 

. 900 2b% 52% 72 

21% 43% 54 

P»rt 

950 8% 32 50 

S4% 

72% 82 

Storefase.- WO - - - . 


— — 

(untf 

JM - - - 

— 

— — 

TtoWgar— 

-SO - - - 

— 

— — 

forad 

40 - - - 

— 

- — 1 

Zeneca_1TO TP, 144 187 

16% 

SFi 67 

MWW 

ISO) 38% 91% 12) 

58% 

95%riz% 

SsiRApr ini Oct Apr Jd Od 

BAT ind _ 

. 460 40 S M% 

5 

14 24% 

r»o 

50Q 17 36% 41 

|4% 

31% 43*i 

v«daftme„ 

. 260 11% 23 29 

6% 

14 IV, 

rTOPi) 

280 4 14 30 

18 

25-, 29 

SoiraMBf An* NovMay Aaa No* 

GmdMet- 

460 38 48 55 

4%. 

12 15 

M901 

JOG 13 24 32% 

J9 

29 32% 

Udbrote- 

-2ft 11% 19 33 

9. ■ 

9% 12% 

MWd 

240 4 10 13% 

17% 20% Z) 

Utd BttC— 

2ft 16% 2Z% 2b 

5% 

* 13% 

(WO 

210 5 13 16% 

15% 

19% 22% 


Match ZJ. 1997Toe9J01J Caft 44380 
pBt4S633FTSE CBB: 16253 Pat 28180 
■nadatyre*<««riryprfc*. 


- CM!* 

Sens Apr M Ott Apr Joi Oct 
BAA- 500 IP 28*/ 3W 7 IP, Z3h 

rsos 550 i r, is Mh an « 

THUDS W- 650 20 43 575 14 43 45 

rut) Toa 4 m a « 75 w» 

SekxMay Aag NwMljr Aug No* 


BTB-260 

fact 280 

Br Aero_UOO 

fiizni 1350 
BrTetan— 423 

cadDuty_SX) 

C534’4 550 

Culnoss.. 500 
PW4 550 
GEC_360 

tsm 

HullOa— 2 » 
ran xo 
LASMO,— 240 
P34JW 360 
LueasVarty 180 

cm 200 

PflH npn . L30 
ff3« 140 
Pnidendal. 590 
fOTj 600 
Kcdlnnd— 360 
fjBIV #0 
R-Bojte— 220 

(*2XS«0 240 

Tesco_330 

(WJ 380 
wtuiams— 330 
(unq). 360 


» 17 1 , 
5 10 
64 101 
39 74 
42 515 

155 255 
435 97 
14>t 285 
185 30 
45 12 
25 325 


85 145 
85 11 
45 85 
Sfi 37 
65 17 
16 225 
5 12 
195 265 
9 165 
IP, 255 
45 1*5 


23 95 
IS 225 
(235 295 

9T H5 
sr< 4 
285 16 
625 55 
3b 36 . 
37 185 
175 565 
37 5 

22 W 

ffl5 5V 

24 125 

Z7 12 
18 24 
29 35 

18 II 

- 55 

- 114 

4b S 
S5 57 
31 205 
194 -OV 
305 55 
205-15 
31 10 

18 It 


134 165 
25 28 
46 585 

70 814 
13 16, 
3ft 345 

12 IS 
324 37 
ft 275 
99 60 
14- 17 
304 O 

75 Ift 

135 215 
175 lb 
S 37 

5 8 

13 175 

11 - 
(6 - 
31 J74 

625 675 

zr si 
475 50 
114 135 
214 234 
45 19 
324 36 


F75E liVBEC (M2W5J 



419 

4200 

429 

4300 

*380 

4400 

ran. 

Mu 

. KM% 

59% 

9% 

0 

0 

0 

Apr 

US 

91 

60 

36% 

19% 

■ 9 

MV 

- 167% 

134%' 

103 

77 

54% 

38 

JOT 

199 

167% 

135% 

MB 

Kb 

64% 

Der 

— 

as% 

— 

22b 

— 

174% 

Pm* 

MU 

0 

0 

to 

60 

110 

IW 

Apr 

30 . 

. 44% 

64% 

91 

123% 

162 

Mpy 

61% 

78% 

98 

l» 

154 

IBS 

tun 

83% 

101% 

119*1 

143% 

171% 

199% 

DR 

— 

167 

— 

XI 

— 

254% 


Cafe Pats 
Series Apr Joi Oct Apr Jal Oct 


AWJT Kat_ 700 29% 55% 67 

10*1 


_ 36 

mi) 

750 ? 

31% 

43 

38 

52 

62 

AnxxtnHl. 

— 140 - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

fUDCfl 

160 - 

— 


— 

— 

— 

Budsyi. 

. 1000 42 

75 

90 

12 

Zft 45 

H<OT| 

KJ5Q ire, 

48% 

bft 

33 

50% 69 

NulPwr. 

_ 450 31 

— 

— 

3% 


— 

P877V. 

500 4% 

23 

13 

26% 

47 

53% 


Series Apr Jd Od Apr Joi Od 

Glwow. 

_ 1050 39% 

75% 90 

14 

SR 

51 

NW5) 

1100 15% 49 

64 


57 

75% 

H.5BC_ 

. 1450 O 

WO 

L»% 2b 

63 

86% 

rW62%J 

1500 22% 

74 

TO, 

55% 

SB 

111% 

P61« 

650 B 

27% 

4W. 

37 

«% 

52 

Royal 6 Sun 431 21% 

— 

— 

4% 

— 

— 

P446%» 

460 V, 

ft 

ft 

18% 26% 

34 


Series May Aq NbvMay Aug Me* 

61 Be Ore— 390 31 38*i 444 8 I3>, 19 

MWJ . 420 Ift S5 » 23T. 274 S3 

_ SerioMayAnxNpvMayAttgNeT 

KJngflshr- 650 49 62 7(5 95 IV, ft 

ft»71 700 164 335 444 IP. 4t4 48 

_Scries Mar Jan Mar Jan 


BrCa*._ 220 11 - ~ 175 — — 

P22DJ no 4't - - 315 — - 

Scries Mar Jsa StpUfarJa Sqt 


DtWflS_500 

P5I4 ■ 550 

EMI Croup 1100 
P11224J 1190 

Tannac_ n 

f95'j) 100 

HIDsdWn— ISO 
f1»« 200 

Lonriw— 140 
pi 46) 100 

Scats90 
(onq) KXJ 
Tbnm tea 1900 
tntKfl - 1600 
TomHns— 360 
PZ77M . 2B0 

U0yd*TSB. 460 
P464) 500 

Seer net— 330 
(*342) 360. 

Uullmr- 1600 
plbLTi) 1700 


38 474 
U. 245 
685 94 
43 685 
Pi II 
Pi 64 
12 144 
21, 55 
12 155 

35 7 


575 155 
35 43 
1065 33'/ 
*15 575 
125 35 
8 9, 

- T, 

- 214 

184 55 
10 17 


zr« 315 
53 585 
555 6S5 
80 405 
4 65 

W Ift 

9 ~ 

22 - 
8 10 
195 21 


26 3ffi 
14 19 

28 375 
II 20 
2V, XT, 
10 IS 
SS, 884 
17", 475 


S3 S 105 12 
22 125 19/ 215 
47 18 256 305 

295 414 484 97, 
ift 9 in m 
19 244 325 35 
1074 46 98 M 
6141155 1214128 






0 €WULAliflATBs 2 i 
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Period 

Open 

High 

Low 

Sett 

Vol 

Long Gilt 

Mar 97 . 

1CW-29 

1 looo 

109-26 

109-23 

an 

Previous open Interest 202279 

Jun 97 - 

109-10 

109-17 

10901 

1090b 

4J0b0 

Gennan Govt Bond (Band) 

Jun 97 - 

loom 

100-25 

99.B5 

OJ.94 

131764 

Prcrious open Interest 243819 

Sep 97 .. 

99.25 

99 J4 

99JM 

■WOS 

244 

Italian Govt Bond (BTP) 

Jun 97 - 

1ZS-65 

I2S.94 

12505 

125238 

42398 

Prevtow open interest 105526 

Sep 97 _ 

125-20 

125 ft 

125ft 

125.13 

115 

Japanese Govt Bond (7GB) 

Jun 97 - 

125.45 

12560 

125.40 

125.46 

2108 


Sep 97 _ 

124.16 

124.16 

124 OB 

134.10 

125 

Three Mth Sterling 

Jun 97 - 

93 J4 

93JS 

9X31 

93-32 

21066 


Sep 97 - 

93 IB 

sons 

9A04 

93235 

14331 

Previous open Interest 422992 

Dec 97 _ 

92JJ3 

9186 

9X80 

9181 

I49]8 

Three Mth Euromark 

Jun 97 _ 

9669 

9669 

9667 

9667 

25343 

Previous open Interest 1177581 

Sep 97 .. 

96J9 

9660 

9656 

9(^57 

2)167 

Three Mth Eirrolira 

Jun 97 _ 

9282 

9X91 

9X78 

9180 

20124 

Previous open Interest 249930 

Sep 97 _ 

93.12 

93ft 

9306 

93 X* 

13021 

Three Mth Euroyen 

Sep 97 .. 

99LI2 

90.12 

99.12 

99.12 

50 


Dec 97 - 

98.95 

98.95 

98.94 

9X94 

3127 

Three Mth Euroswiss 

Jun 97 _ 

98.14 

98.15 

98.10 

96.11 

6318 

Pievtoos open Interest 88667 

Sep 97 - 

98.11 

98.11 

«UH 

98JJ7 

4012 

Three Mth ECU 

Jun 97.. 

95to7 

9566 

9566 

9567 

497 

Previous open Interest 30710 

Sep 97 .. 

9562 

OSJri 

9561 

9562 

445 

FTSE100 

Mar 97 . 

42700 

427W 

4244J) 

4245.5 

6839 

Previous open Interest 79370 

JW197 _ 

4285.0 

4290X1 

4263.0 

42660 

17MB 






Base Rates deartpg Banks 6 Finance Hse 64 

Discoun« Market Loans: 0/night bigb: 6*« low 54 Week fixed: S"y 

Treasury Bills (DfefcBuy: 2 ml* 5”«; 3 mill 5“-. Sell: 2 RUB 5 1 ,; 3 mtft: 5*.. 


1 mth 

2nntf r 

3 mth 

6 mth 

12 rath 

trS*%. 

6’»6 

6W» 



b'jHfm 

ty-rov 


. 6 V*% . 

«%rtri%. 

6V6S. 

1 S"n. 

6*rf%, 

b'wtPa 

tfwbf, 

6’*u-6°e 

6 

a/a 

b'm 

6>> 

b>. 

b'irb'o . 

b‘B-6 1 . 

b'eVu 

bfrffm 

6H°, 

554 

n/a 

ShL 

in 

6.12 

6V6SI 


tfe+’u 

b'Wn 

6" 0-6“-. 


Prime Bank B31s (D to: 

Sterinig Money Ralec 
Interbank: 


local Aufiwrily Deps 
SCeriiire CDs 
Dollar CDs 

BldJdlBg-Society CD* 

TREASURY BILLS: AppltSs li.9Mm aJJoned: 1400m; Bkte E98JC5* received: 
TO*: last week: VXM% received: 46*: AVge ra» IS.99I4* lag wk 15^452%: NeU 
wecfc£400m. 


CntreKy 

7day 

1 mth 

3 mth 

bn ait 

CoB 

DeB*r. 

5‘rS 

5"n J %i 

5V« 

Pr?*. 

5-4 

Deutechenaifc 

?*■?. 

3*«-3% 

3>«-3'» 



French Franc 

yir3'» 

3V3% 

3V3% 

Tm-Tm 

TrT, 

Swiss Pranc 

2!rl'j 

i%-r- 

2-1% 

2-1% 

■ r^!% 

Yen: 

‘.-J. 

•P. 

%-« 

V*. 

l-par 

\ SSyferadrikM 



s&Ak 

18 C 0 



B allion: Open $351.05-351 AS 1 Close S352.W-3S2.90 High: 1353J0-3S3^0 
LnW; S35050351 IB AM: $391.70 PM: S3S2JQ 

Kregmaod: S3SL7S-3S4.7S (U1U5-22I-25} 

PbJtodsr S378.Cn (I27S.9S) SflrenX5.l5(£i2t5) PaBuEnc S14&X (E92.7D} 


MU Rakri for Martb 
Amstezdam—1—, 

Jmssab-— 

Copenhagen—. 
Dublin__ 

frmtfBn-——- 

Ughon 

Madrid ; - - 
Milan-— 


Montreal- 
NewYoric. 
Orio. 


Paris™—- 
Stoddioim. 
Tokyo. 


Vienna j 
Zurich. 


Source: Esati 


21 Range 
312226-10465 
55J9O-S4fa0 
KL24O10.3] 1 
1J)161*122218 
2:6854-2.7050 
27(LS-272J» 
ZZ7Al-m65 
2664.1-Z70U 
2.1602-2214) 
13892-12041 
ia703-ia?58 
9D56M.132D 
12143-12-233 
196.07-196.94 
18.886-19053 
23119-23353 


Close 1 month 3 mo nth 
30359-30382 - V5pr 25-ftpr 

SlM 7-5S.752 JS-lQpf 4WSpr 

10JB5-ICL293 V4pT '^pr 

12J189-URD7 4-pir IS-dpr 

26988-2700S V5pr ftei;d)r 

27UftZ7lA0 Mds 54*15 

’ -229.12-229J8 9-2pr 3W2pr 

Z7022-ZW5.7 24MDdS 6M5ds 

22114-22132 0J9O54pr • LZM.IIpr 

1*6034-1^041 (W^O.Spr CUfi«U3Spr 


ia7i3-ra.72i 
9.111M.I1W 
12210-T2228 
19622-19M7 
18.994-19.008 
23273-23300 

'Premium • pr. Dacount 


VApr V.pr 

25-25pr 6’Ki'ipr 
• V4pr - V'^tr 

V5pr 25-2*,pr 

. '^5pr IVl'^r 

V«pr 25^5^r 


Australia-UT738-IJ746 

AusUia___ 11JS7-11.88 

Belgium ICoral-3482-34^3 

Canada —-usoi-i-Mis 


Denmark 

France- 

Germany 
Hong Kong . 

lrdand- 

Italy- 

Japan —_ 

Malaysia — 
Netherlands 
Norway „— 

Portugal- 

Singapore 

Spain- 

Sweden 


Switzerland 


— 6A323&434S 
_ SU927-5.6937 
__ Lb876-I Jj88) 

2.7475-7.7485 

— 15725-1^735 
. 1688^0-1609JO 

12290-12260 
_. 2A79S-24805 

— IJPW7-1.9002 
_ 6.699>6l70S5 

— I69.7D-I69JO 
_ 1A456-1A466 

— I13J9I4M2 
__ 7^272-7.6347 

— J .4560-1.4570 


OTHER STERLWG 


Argentina peso*-1 Jfl3i-1±05B 

Australia dollar-2JHJ3-2XW59 

Bahrain dinar-Q5945^X6065 

Brazil teal*-Uam-IMU 

China yuan-U-055-13-155 

Cyprus pound —--Q79O5<Ut095 

Finland markka-8^175-8.1335 

Greece drachma_4213-4215 

Hong Kong dollar_124282-124376 

India rupee-:-56.6b-57.o2 

Indonesia rupiah_ 3799.0-3867 j> 

Kuwait dinar KD- 0 . 47900 , 4^0 

Malaysia ringgit -3.9766-3.9809 

New Zealand dollar_2_U52-23(S3 

Pakistan nipee —:-63.40 Buy 

Saudi Arabia rlyal_ 5.74005^640 

Singapore dollar_23190-2.3221 

S Africa rand (com).7xoiO-7.l(BO 

U A E dirham- 5.79005.9140 

Bardapt Bank GTS ■ Lloyds Bank 


l FiBE VOLUMES 


31 2503 

ASDAGp 10300 
AOOev Ntl 3 J00 
Allied Dora 2 joo 
Algos 2800 
A8 Foods ]JSD 
Baa 2400 

SAT lnds 23,200 

BC 1I.70Q 

BOC UOO 

BP 11,700 

SStyB 2.000 
BTR 8.700 

ST 18.200 

Bit ot Scot 7.ZOO 
Bartleys 7.900 
Bass 1.700 

Blue Circle 1.900 
Bools 26CO 
BAe 2408 

BA 2300 

Bril Steel 2 a 100 
Burmah Cal 2.400 
Burton 3,400 
^eWt* 5&0 
CaOOuty 3,903 
Ctriion cms 2 «b 
C entrica 2U00 

cm Union 4A00 
Dixons 1200 
EMI {JO] 

Energy Gp 2903 
Enteipr OR 2400 
CRN 13D0 

CRE 

CUS 4JB0 

Gen Ate 42bo 
Gen Elec 5200 
Claxp Wen 6,900 
Granada &40Q 
Grand Met 5JOOO 
Guinness 19200 
WSBC 52» 
Hanson ?jnp 
Hays 1.900 

ICI 2300 

imp Too 7^00 
Ungblier 2200 

>ASMO 1,900 
Ladbroke 4JfXi 


Land Secs 2 to 0 
Legal« Gn Suoao 
Lk^dsTSB 18.900 
Lucas Verity. 4200 
Marks spr 12200 
Mereuty Asst 1,100 
NatWstBk l-teoo 
Nat Grid 7.400 
Nal Power 2900 
Next 942 

Orange 3 jdo 
PSD 3-500 

Pearson 2600 
POWWGen uoo 
Pnntenraf 6,903 
KMC .. 568 

KT2 ' 2300 

JtatlRtafc. . 2500 
Rank Gtoup Q/aj 
Becklti Col 2800 
K*»d Int]' 2 100 
Rentokli 5,600 
Reuters biBOO 
Rolls Rpyce ISJOO 
Royal & Sun 6.600 
RvalBiSct looo 
sa ppy 3,500 
S&Irtajtny 2600 
Schraders 240 
SatiNce ljoo 
Sea Power 3.700 
Svtti Trent ijxn 
Shell Tnms 25.900 
Slebe 3J300 

SmRlBch 5^ou 
Smith Nph 3,400 
Smiths lnds 1^00 

Sid Chard 2700 
33Gp 23M 
]«gft l»le 1.100 
«S°» 7.700 

Thames W 2100 

Tamans s*f» 

Unilever. 2 S 0 
Urd umiiiB 1 qm 

utd Newt 3^800 
VateTane rijsoo 
«fflltbraid 74* 
Wbfaeiey IJOO 
Zteieca i.goo 




M«r21 .Mar 2D 
midday dose 


AMP UK Xh 3b\ 

AMtremp StA 

ASA JS. F. 

AT • T J4*- 

AMaW Ute 58 1 ! S89 
Advanced Mian 40 . w, 
Aetna Lite 88 v 889 
Ahroinstm run yr. yr, 
Air Rod a Chon 71k 7 IS 
Ainuodt comm 14 s w_ 
ADtenoCulver B zr, jr, 
Athenscnv 35 s jp. 
Akao Ainu mm 39* 36 
Allied Steal 77S 73S 

Alum CD 'of Am 73 7ft 
Amu cm inc 7S 7 s 
Amerada Hess SJ, S 3 - 
Amcr Bands sp. sw. 
Aioer El Pcwer 4IS 41S 
Amer Eapra* M", w. 
Atnei Cenl Corp 42 4 is 

Atner Home Pt 63'. m 
Aioer lnil 124S 123S 
Ait» Stores -4Ti 44 % 
Amer Sandsrrt 45% «s% 
AmertteCb 61’. Uf, 

Amoco H% BP, 

Aabeusep-Bu»di 4». 43S 
Apple comparer 17 ir. 
Aittar Daniels J7S I7S 
Armen 3>, y, 

Anasimg wrid 69S 70 

ASM® 30% 30% 

Alt Rkhflrid 129. 129% 

Aino Dau Pro 43% 0 % 
A*ery Pennkan 42% czs 
Afonfrodoas 55 % sss 

Beta HUB&CS ■ 39 39 . 

Baum Gm « □ a.% a* 
Banc One 47 . 43 % 

BankAmertta 110 % m 
Bank of NY 39% 38% 
Bentos Tr NY gv. m, 
Bernen Banks 49% 49 . 
Bensdr A tomb 3S% 3 p, 

Baxter lnil 4?. 45 % 
Bean Dtdsun 47 *. 47 *. 
Ben Attune 62% 67. 
Bea indnHitB ir, ig% 
Bensauih ■ 4 J,. 43 % 

Hade & Decker XT. XP. 
£ 0 * m««» 29*j w. 

^“8 H»% |04% 

BbteCHtaOe 32% 3 ft 

Bdllnl Mys 5q 66 % (* 

S.-oorrfnp F «r» s 38% 2 T. 

28% 28’, 
KiillngtaD vum 78% 78 % 
«*s Enetw Qnp 32% 32 % 
CNA FlnaneUl lire, im 
CPC rail ■ . BPS Bl% 

OX ^ M 

ampbfflsoup 47% «■. 

Cut PacUc 24% ip, 
Wi 36% 
Gnoplllsr ar. g, 

^utal • SW 27. 27, 

Qtotplnn Ind « 47 , 

Qase Mania] 1 (C% 101 -, 
Owvnin onp M ,, ^ 

«nibh Carp n SJ,. 

gCTACorp lift ,sft 
jr 6 % in 
.118% 117% 

Cora Cok w . jo 

gac^e &n 61% a,. 

107 iw, 

S: -S 

if" 3 * 1 Hr. nr. 

Q«t idhan v ^ 

nm cm 57% 51%- 

“™tin 511 , n, 

W, 53 

DstH crap 32 % 

D^roa Hndswr - 42% 42 % 

“O® 6 45% JCL 

Oetutt.cnn, 32 % ri 

S@“i gram 2ff, jp, 

Wtanl gepj si 31% 3i% 

s »■ 

gwpp S3 S3 

UreSKT j|L « 

OMC Power 5% 

Oun BtetstiH uf, 26 % 

Ho Pont -104% I no. 

Eastman Cben 54% v 

Eastman ffotiic 8 ?, ^ 


Mar 21 Mar ft 
iredday d« 



Eaun corp 74 73 % 

- Edison 1m 21% 11 % 

Elea Data Sys . 41% 41 % 

Ernenon Elec * 4 % «r. 
Eitetbart corp 2 ?, 22 % 
Enron Corp 40% *>. 
EllWW 24 % 2 S 

EUjyt Cwp *% s% 

Earn HE 101 % 

™c crop 64 % 65 

m croup 44*. 44% 

Federal Express 59 . 53 
Hra Bk Sys 77% 79: 

- na union Bljy 13 % 13% 

Elea Ftal git to. 9>*. 
Floor corp St*. 5J. 
Fort Motor 3i% > 1 % 
GTE Corp 46% 46 % 

Gnnnm trr. «% 

• Gap toe tw 34*. J 4 % 

Gencorp to 19 

Gen JteumJcs 67 ctA 
Gen Electric 103 % 102 *, 
Gen Mills 61 % bi 1 . 
Gai Motors 56% 56 % 
Gen Ketosarance 167*. i«e. 
G ca Sig nal 40 jot. 
Genuine para 4r. 47 % 
ceorelo hK 76% 70S 
gB** N% 78% 

Glaxo WeQCADK 34 % 34% 
Gondridl tBFJ ». 38% 

Goodyw “nrr 54>. 54 s 
Crt ah Pac Tea tj'b zp* 

SXJlS. fln S’* 

imduud rum ch ffft 

Hatroun Geoeia! 4 b% 4 b 

H riro (H|) 4re, 

Hbuite ^2 42. 
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Anne Ashwoi 


•TIMES: PERSONAL FINANCE NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR 

Caroline Merrell and Sara McConnell ask the main parties to explain their policies 


Pensions and 
tax top agenda 

T o dare, the stare of the pension.if contributions grow finiry groups, supplementing 
economy has hot fig- faster than expected, individ- the basic stare pension. Work- 
ured large m the early uals wi 111get bigger basic pen- ere would pay the 4it per cent 
elecnon skirmishes sinnc. If fncnr^rc fori rn nimpnrfv ii m 


T o dare, the state of the 
economy has hot fig¬ 
ured large in the early 
election skirmishes 
between the parties. But issues 
such as tax and pensions 
remain at the top of the 
agenda. We canvassed the 
three main parties to find out 
their personal finance policies, 
discovering that new labour 
/ is now enemy of the Pep and 
that the Liberal Democrats 
believe that we need a special 
ministry for savings. 

Pensions 

These used to be an electoral 
yawn. But the Conservatives’ 
promise two weeks ago of a 
radical overhaul of the whale 
system of stale and private 
pension provision has set the 
pace for a heated debate on the 
whole future of retirement 
provision. All three leading 
political parties have now 
acknowledged the oncfronpal- 
atable truth that die state pen- 


■ Conservatives propose to 
sweep all state pension contri¬ 
butions, including (he once sa¬ 
cred basic state pension, into 
personal pensions run by life 
insurance companies. These 
payments will be invested, 
along with top-up contribu¬ 
tions from individuals, to pro¬ 
duce personal pension funds 
on retirement 
Under the Tory scheme; £9 
a week from employees’ nat¬ 
ional insurance contributions 
will be rebated into their per¬ 
sonal pension. This is intend¬ 
ed to provide a basic state 


pension jf contributions grow 
faster dan expected, individ¬ 
uals will/get bigger basic pen¬ 
sions. If insurers fail to 
perform (to a minimum level, 
the Slaty will provide an un¬ 
derpinning guarantee. 

On tx±j of this, employees 
will have a compulsory 5 per 
cent of tjieir earnings between 
set lower and upper limits re¬ 
bated iito their private pen- 

■ of being paid 
earnings-related 
ne (Serps). 
iave not dared to 
ulsory to top up 
earnings-related 
further amtribu- 
h anyone want¬ 
ing a axxj pension and not in 
an employer’s scheme will 
have to invest substantial extra 
sums. But the pensions indus¬ 
try is dismayed at the Tories’ 
plans to fond the cost of the 
proposed changes by making 
coming generations pay contri¬ 
butions from taxed income and 
receive pensions tax-free on re¬ 
tirement Currently pensions 
are taxed but contributions get 
generous tax relief, widely con¬ 
sidered one of the main incen¬ 
tives to invest 

■ Labour has long been ex¬ 
ploring options for more priv¬ 
ate pension provision, but it is 
reluctant to commit itself to 
detail before an election. But it 
is waiy of giving too large a 
role to life assurance compa¬ 
nies, whit* it believes have 
forfeited the public’s trust 
through the pensions mis-sdl- 
ing 'scandal. Instead, it fa¬ 
vours a system of second-tier 
“stakeholder pensions”, possi¬ 
bly run by unions or other af¬ 


finity groups, supplementing 
the basic scare pension. Work¬ 
ers would pay the 4-8 per cent 
they currently pay to Serps 
into the stakeholder pension 
plus any top-up contributions 
they make for themselves. 
Serps would almost certainly 
be run down. This proposal 
does not differ greatly from 
the Tories' plans. Like the To¬ 
ries. Labour would insist that 
companies administering and 
investing second-tier pensions 
must be approved. 

But unlike the Tories, Lab¬ 
our wfl) hold bade from invest¬ 
ing the basic state pension. 
Instead, it will continue to use 
the national insurance contri¬ 
butions of today’s workers to 
pay todays pensioners. It is 
also considering a “flexible de¬ 
cade” of retirement, allowing 
people to retire between 60 
and 70. The Tories have raised 
the state retirement age for all 
women over 40 to 65. 

■ liberal Democrats admit¬ 
ted this week that their plans 
for pensions did not differ fun¬ 
damentally from Labour's, 
like Labour they would keep 
the basic state pension sepa¬ 
rate from second-tier invested 
pensions and uprate it in line 
with prices. They would also 
phase out Serps and make it 
compulsory for a 5 per cent 
earnings-related contribution 
to be paid into private pen¬ 
sions run by insurance 
companies. 

But liberal Democrats plan 
changes to income support to 
make sure the poorest pen¬ 
sioners daim their due. They 
would introduce a means-test¬ 
ed pensioner benefit which 



would be paid automatically 
to those who qualify. Tax-free 
lump sums taken on retire¬ 
ment will be limited to 
£75,000, affecting those on sal¬ 
aries of £50,000 or more. Em- 


The headline rate of income 
tax has a high profile, and, at 
the last election, die lewd of 
national insurance contribu- 


Polls and the stock market, page 41 


players would be compelled to 
contribute 5 per cent of an em¬ 
ployee’s gross salary into a 
personal pension or other 
scheme for the employee’s 
benefit if there was no employ¬ 
er's scheme. 


tians became a live issue. 

■ Labour has pledged that it 
will not increase the basic rate 
or the higher rate of tax for the 
nextterm. These twotaxes cur¬ 
rently stand ^ 24 per cent fall¬ 
ing to 23 per cent in April, and 


40 per cent However, die par¬ 
ty has stayed silent on whether 
it would leave personal allow¬ 
ances untouched, or raise nat¬ 
ional insurance. 

Labour is not in favour of 
scrapping capital gains tax. 
Alistair Darling, Shadow 
Chief Secretary to the Trea¬ 
sury, said: “We oppose aboli¬ 
tion of capital gains tax, and 
want to modify the system.” 
There is some suggestion that 
different rates of the tax might 
be introduced for short and 
long-term gains, with the aim 
of encouraging long-term in¬ 
vestment. Inheritance tax 


would also stay under a Lab¬ 
our government, with efforts 
being made to close present 
loopholes in the system. 

■ Conservatives, on the other 
hand, are committed to reduc¬ 
ing the basic rate o^tax to 20 
per cent Since coming to pow¬ 
er in 1979, they have systemati¬ 
cally cut tax rates. In 1979, the 
basic rate of tax was 33 per 
cent, while the top rate of tax 
an earnings was 83 per cent. 


■" : ' '•> ' £ 
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The Conservatives are also 
promising to reduce capital 
gains tax and inheritance tax. 
The party is also committed to 
die cause of tax simplification. 
■ liberal Democrats want to 
add Ip to the basic rate of in¬ 
come tax. and they want to ex¬ 
pand personal allowances by 
£200 to take a further 500.000 
out of the tax base. They would 
not change capital gains or in¬ 
heritance tax. 


WEEKEND MONEY 
is edited by Anne Ashworth 


Parties push protection 




T he safety of our savings 
is another election is¬ 
sue, especially as all 
parties want us Jo make more 
private provision for our old 
age. The effectiveness of (he 
costly panopoly of investor 
protection has also exercised 
ti the parties’strategists. 

The Conservatives are not 
in favour of wholesale struc¬ 
tural reform of financial regu¬ 
lation, as it would be expen¬ 
sive. However, the party bel¬ 
ieves that the existing frame¬ 
work should undergo “cost 
benefit analysis” to reduce the 
level of bureaucracy. 

By contrast. Labour propos¬ 
es sweeping reform of invest¬ 
or protection and immediate 
action to resolve the personal 
pension mis-selling scandal. 

u:l.> A'Dnon Charlntlf 


Economic Secretaiy, emphas¬ 
ised that it was not his ambi¬ 
tion to establish a UK equiva¬ 
lent of the Securities and Ex¬ 
change Commission (SEC), 
the US investor protection 
body. Instead. Labour would 
combine ail the current inves¬ 
tor protection bodies in an 
enlarged version of the Secur¬ 
ities and Investments Board 
(SIB), the existing head of the 
regulation pyramid. Labour’s 
aim would be to end the 
bureaucracy, confusion and 
high costs that bedevil the 
present structure. 

This supreme body would 
take over all the current func¬ 
tions of the pack of watchdogs 
that now preside over the fin¬ 
ancial services industry, 
including the Personal Invest¬ 
ment Authority (PIA), respon¬ 


sible for financial advisers 
and insurance companies. 

It is envisaged that the 
merging of the bodies would 
give the SIB more draconian 
disciplinary power and allow 
it to act with greater speed. 
Labour also promises to act to 
ensure that the 558,000 people 
wrongly advised to take out 
personal pensions that were 
poor value receive redress, 

T he 25 companies re¬ 
sponsible for mis-sell- 
ing would be given 
individual deadlines for the 
payment of compensation to 
their customers. If they failed 
to meet these deadlines, which 
would elapse before the end of 
this year, they would be 
publidy disciplined. 

If the Liberal Democrats 


came to power they would 
swiftly reestablish a ministry 
of consumer affairs, which 
would include responsibility 
for all aspects of personal 
finance. The first task of this 
department would be to re¬ 
view die current framework of 
investor protection, inducting 
the effectiveness of the exist¬ 
ing investor watchdogs. 

The libera] Democrats 
would like to look more dose- 
ly into how the structure now 
in place works before propos¬ 
ing its immediate abolition. 
However, the party does 
believe that the system may 
have become outmoded in 
view of the growing number 
of individuals now making 
private pension provision. 

Anne Ashworth 
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Norwich way is no precedent 

■ I 

N orwich Union’s great vote on J-- I fa a poke. Ip compensate, members wii 

April IS looks much more of a 
foregone conclusion than die 




N orwich Union’s great vote cm 
April IS looks much more of a 
foregone conclusion than tire 
one on May 1. Some U million people 
have guaranteed life policies that do not 
participate in profits of the investment 
fund and have lithe interest in the 
change of status. But they have a vote. 
Norwich has offered them nearly £400 
worth of shares regardless, because the 
board needs those votes to win a three- 
quarters majority for conversion. Votes 
are worth something. 

Norwich's 1.8 million with-profit poli¬ 
cyholders win receive more free shares, 
on the more logical ground that they 
own the lift fond. Unlike building 
society investors, they are nor simply 
trading future benefits of mutuality for 
cash now. Norwich's capital will have to 
be serviced with dividends, bat there is 
an offsetting advantage. 

One purpose of the flotation is to raise 
£15 billion of new money to buy 
Norwidi’s motor, health and general 
insurance businesses from the fife fond. 
By making the fond more flexible, that 
should help Norwich to become more 
competitive in its investment returns. 
This argument does not apply to pure 
mutual life offices. So the Norwich vote 

should not set a precedent. 

With up to 2.9 million romal share¬ 
holders. Norwich will be far behind 
Halifax but looks a more jfttngumg 

investment Many wito-profit pob^- 

holders will have a holding fag enough 
to be worth holding on to. Mast non- 

p-g-r*sfls*aE 

institutional investors tan come in from 
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the start. So there need not be ah un¬ 
seemly (if profitable) stampede ofj fond 
managers bidding to buy out sm^ll in¬ 
vestors as soon as the shares are quoted. 

The accompanying share issue }s the 
worrying part of the package. If Will be 
made by techniques now Favoured by 
finance directors and international in¬ 
vestment banks, which mm private 
investors into zombies. j 

In a conventional offer, issuers or 
vendors set a price that City underwrit¬ 
ers are prepared to guarantee and then 
invite the public to subscribe for s tares. 
Under a bookbuilding approach, the 
Issuer nominates a price range, vhich 
may be only 10 per cent top to b ttotn, 
but can be 50 per cent Its adviser, n this 
case Dresdner Kleinwort Bensct in¬ 
vites bids from fond managers to imve 
at a sale price that will cover tht issue 
comfortably. Private investors aca pi the 
price arrived at withoui knowing \ that it 
is when they send their cheques. They 
have to buy a pig for perhaps a t irkey) 


in a poke. Tb compensate, members will 
be offered Ti discount in the Norwich 
case, as small investors were in recent 
privatisations. The implication is that 
small investors cannot go wrong, even 
though they cannot exercise their judg¬ 
ment because they are buying cheaper 
than the professionals. 

There is no guarantee. Professionals 
can get it wrong as easily as amateurs. 
BZWs sale of British Energy quickly left 
private investors nursing an 11 per cent 
loss, in spite of a 5 per cent discount 
although the patient now sit on a 
handsome profit. Professionals can al¬ 
ways err. In the Norwich case, institu¬ 
tions could bid low, knowing they could 
quickly pick up £1 billion of stock from 
policyholders. They might bid high, 
reckoning to pay a premium at the start 
rather than scramble for stock later. 
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A ny risk for members of Norwich 
Union, who will already have 
free shares, is small. This will not 
always be the case. One palliative is to 
offer "blind” bidders a much bigger 
discount than the initial 5 per cent on 
British Energy. But that brings other 
distortions. There is strong pressure on 
the City, from Parliament and competi¬ 
tion regulators as well as treasurers, to 
abandon underwriting, along with 
rights issues el u f. in favour of 
seemingfy cheaper techniques that leave 
small investors in the cold. 

Markets still need small investors to 
function effectively. Millions more will 
join the markets this year. They will not 
stay, let alone roam wider, if they are 
treated as an afterthought. 
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Now you can enjoy some of Fidelity’s award winning Tracker funds on cost, but is way, way above 

performance tax-free, with a range of PEPs [hat offers die best „ « Tft__ V them on performance, contact us or speak to 

value on the market. Look at MoneySuilder Growth. ' *. your CPA. And If you're about to receive free 

It's an actively managed UK Growth PEP that significantly ■: conversion shares from your building society or 

outperforms the Index and it's second out of 127 funds in the insurance company, don’t forget to ask about our 

sector since launch. No-Cost Windfall PEP as well. 

Yet our charges are as low as you pay for some UK Tracker . ~ * . 

, . , , „ _ „ . T<* ndcliiy luwanneus. PO Boa 88, Tonbridge, Kern TOU 902. V Tease send me 
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There's even a pha&ing option to ier you drip-feed your money Marne- 

Into your PEP over the next six months. So you can maximise your Address- 

allowance before ibe election with a little more peace of mind, - 

If you'd like to find out more about a PEP that keeps up with Postcode- 

0800414171 ffSS 

Cal) free 9xn » 6pm. 7 days. Fax 017?7 036 980. http^A»WwJW-lim.eo«iVuk 
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THE NEW 
MARKS & SPENCER 
HIGH INCOME PEP 


Designed for those people who arc look¬ 
ing Tor a regular tax-free* income from 
their investment 

• Estimated income 7% tax-free* per 
year paid quarterly into your bank 
or building society account# 

• invest from as little as £1,000 


• Access to your' investment at 
all times 


• Special discounts for 
Marks St Spencer account holders 
and Marks & Spencer Unit Trust 


investors 


• There is no exit charge to pay 

• Potential refund to offset the effect 
of annual management charges, 
subject to Fund performance B 

• Offer closes 4th April 1997 


THE 


For full details of our range of new PEP's including 
application forms and terms and conditions, simply 


MARKS & SPENCER 


GUARANTEED 


Call free on 


CAPITAL 


INVESTMENT PLAN 


Sum to 8 pm weekdays. quoting TTC22M 
9am to 5pm weekends. 1 ° 

Internet address: http://www.marks-and-spenccr.ca.uk 


ISSUE 3 


Please remember the value of units and the income Tram them can go down as 
well as up. 


Past performance is no guarantee of fticorr performance. 
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Designed for those people who would like 
their savings to benefit from the growth 
potential of the stock market but would 
like the reassurance of a 5th anniversary 
guarantee 

• Your original investment: is guaranteed 
on the 5th anniversary■* 

• You have tax-free* growth potential via 
the Marks dr Spencer UK 100 Companies 
Fund which tracks the FT-SE® 100 Index 

• The FT-SE* 100 Index has grown by 
95% In the last 5 years compared with 
average Tessa growth of 43%f 

• You con invest any amount from 
£3,000 to £6,000 per person 

• Access to your investment at all rimes 

• There is no initial charge and no exit 
charge to pay 

• Security for your family should you die 

• Offer doses 27th March 1997 



OF STOCKMARKET 


n GROWTH 

V/ OVER FIVE YEARS 


All investment which removes some 
of the uncertainties of the current market and 
provides a few things you can depend on 


• I40°o of stockmarket growth over 5 years 

• Protection against an uncertain market 

• Your original investment back if the market falls 
® Invest Up to £-9*000 tax free (per person per tax year) 

• No fee for PEP transfers 


Cali, for of r PEP prosprcti\s today 


Act now This oiler must close J1 April 199" 


0500116622 


FREE 7 DAYS A WEEK 8am TO 8pm WEEKDAYS, 9am TO 5pm WEEKENDS. 
PLEASE QUOTE REF. &2D102 

Focruarprat(^iAwUi«u^b?n3Wdod»DdaTXbMJyn»flta«cd. . 

Internet address; hop/Avwwlegal-and-gencTaLco .uk 
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I i is nearly five wars* si nee 
Richard Gla^piwle. a 
teacher with IS years - st-r- 
viw. was advised to transfer 
his pension fund into a Scot¬ 
tish Amicable personal pen¬ 
sion. His teacher's pension 
was index-linked ami provid¬ 
ed generous widow's benefits. 
Scottish Amicable's scheme, 
like other personal pensions, 
offered no such benefits 
His fight for oimpenvninn is 
being blocked at every turn with 
excuses from the firm of in- 
depemfent financial advisers 
which sold him tlie policy , and 
Scottish Amicable. His experi¬ 
ence is symptomatic of those 
wrongly advised to transfer. 

Last week Joe Palmer, chair¬ 
man of the Personal Invest¬ 
ment Authority, and Colette 
Bowe. the PlA’s chief execu¬ 
tive. were given a roasting b> 
the Treasury Parliamentary 
Select Committee for their 
slow and inept handling of the 
industry-wide review of pen¬ 
sion mis-selling under PlA 
supervision. Mr Palmer was 
forced to admit that he did not 
know when the review would 
be completed. More than half 
a million people, including Mr 
Glasspoole. were wrongly ad¬ 
vised to rransfer. bur only a 
handful have been compensat¬ 
ed. It has since emerged that 
the number of people dying 
before getting redress outnum¬ 
bers those who have received 
compensation by three to one. 

EVen. before Mr Glasspoole 
signed the transfer forms, he 
was having second thoughts. 
When he expressed doubts, he 
was wrongly told he could 
cancel die personal pension. 

According to calculations 
earlier this year from the 
Teachers Pension Agency, if 
he had left his fro zen pension 
where it was. it would have 
provided 49-year-old Mr 
Glasspoole with an annual 
pension of E4.963 and a tax- 
free lump sum of £14.589. Mr 
Grasspoole has worked out 
from Scottish Amicable’s latest 
valuation of-his fund that after 
taking the same lump sum as 
he would get from the teach¬ 
er's pension, he would have to 
buy an annuity giving him a 
yield of 12 per cent to get as 
good an annual pension. 

Mr Glasspoole is too young 
to have been automatically in¬ 
cluded in the PlA’s review, 
which makes a priority of 
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Richard Glasspoole has faced excuses at every tarn in his struggle for compensation 


cases of the retired and those 
about to retire. Bur in 19% he 
demanded a review of the file 
by Eds IFA as he has a right to 
under the terms of the review. 

According to Mr Glasspoole, 
the adviser told him the person¬ 
al pension would grow at a 
guaranteed rase of 10 per cent. 
In fact personal pensions de¬ 
pend on the fortunes of the stock 
market and have no guarantees. 
The adviser made no mention of 
the risks of personal pensions 
compared wife toe teacher’s 
pension where benefits are safe¬ 
guarded by the employer and 
indexed. 

For the past two years, Mr 
Glasspoole has periodically 
received letters from the fora’s 
compliance office promising: 
“We are addressing this mat¬ 


ter urgently and we shall be in 
contact with you in * due 
course." To dale, no review 
has started; 

In September-1995, the firm 
said it could not carry out the 
renew because it could not get 
access to a "transfer analysis 
system” to calculate compen¬ 
sation. Ir continued: “Certain 
insurance companies includ¬ 
ing Scottish Amicable have 
taken a corporate derision to 
not (siri cany out these analy¬ 
sis (sc)."* Scottish Amicable 
denies this; and sapis systems 
have been in place since 1993. 

But Scottish ;V : Amrcable- 
refuses to get'ixiwflved m 
resolving Mr Ghsspoole'S 
case or those of any others. It 
cites industry demarcation 
rules which say that people r 


who buy policies from IFAs 
must deal with the adviser and 
not the insurance company. 
Companies refuse to accept 
responsibility for accepting 
business which later toms out 
to be wrong advice. Scottish 
Amicable says: "The IFA is 
going through the review pro¬ 
cess so obviously we cant 
interfere." 

After being contacted by The 
Times. Scottish Amicable ag¬ 
reed to "contact the adviser and 
make it aware of new corres¬ 
pondence". This includes the 
letter from the IFA blaming 
Scottish Amicable for failing to 
provide a transfer analysis 
system. The insurer had seen 
none of the letters from toe IFA 
and was unaware of this one 
until sent it by The Times. 
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To be a serious investor 
requires a ridiculous 

amount of monev. 




At Marlin Currie we believe that you 
don’t need serious wealth to invest on 
the stockmarket In feet, £20 a month is 
all you need to do so through the Martin 
Currie Savings Plan. 

Thousands of investors share bur 
belief and have been eqjoying the low 


to invest you can-do so without laying 
any charges except for government stamp 
dutyofO.5%. 




costs and high performance potential of 
.our investment busts since the Saving 


■ our investment trusts since the Savings 
Plan was launched. 
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■ Of course we believe in giving our 
investors freedom of choice too. Sbr if you 
would rather investa lump sum, you can. 
Any sum from £200 to £200,000 or man. 
Not only that, hut however you choose 


|- Included in the Savings Plan are seyen 
investment trusts wife portfolios offering 
long term capital growth or regular income 

Above all you can enjoy the benefits of 
Martin Currie’s investment management 
pedi$ee, with over a century of investment 
experience and some £5 billion under 
management 

M ofwhkh gvesyou every reason fo take 
investing with Martin Currie very seriously. 

QmvI frwflftKAaL. — — , at 


rbdpw or calling free on 0500 6162 65. 


Can you afford not to find out more? 

.......*. 

Please complete and mum this coupon _ Please send me further information and 

to Martin Currie Investment ManagementLM, an application form for the Martin Cunfe 

FREEPCSX Dunoon, Argyll PA23 7UZ. SavfegsPlan. 
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i$$ «' Necessity is the mother of invention 

C urious thing, coincidence. On ’—-— 1 I Subsequently this has become the 

March 13, Peter LUiey, Social 
Security Secretary, gave warn- 
, IIAV ,n 8 that insurance companies foiling 

~ I to compensate customers wrongly 

s 0 *** personal pensions would be 
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C urious thing, coincidence. On 
March 13, Peter Ultey. Social 
Security Secretary, gave warn¬ 
ing that insurance companies foilin g 
to compensate customers wrongly 
sold personal pensions would be 
excluded from the lucrative business 
opportunities arising horn the pro¬ 
posed state pensions reforms. . 

On March 2a Legal & General, 
once branded a "serial pensions mis- 
seder" said it had a solution to the 
compensation crisis. L&G believes it 
would be easier to restore lost pen¬ 
sion benefits to its customers on ret¬ 
irement, rather than doing it now. 

Any attempt to bring new thinking 
to bear on the personal pensions 
affair must be welcome. But it seems 
strange that, after years of delay, one 
of the principal culprits has suddenly 
seen a way out of me mess. 

The developments may be connect¬ 
ed with L&G's decision to start 
offering pensions by telephone, the 
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new growth area where Virgin Dir¬ 
ect. a group untainted by the person¬ 
al pension debacle, has made such a 
splash. A large unpaid compensation 
bill might prove an inconvenience 
when marketing no-frills pensions to 
the cynical young who are the target 
market for such schemes. 

But L&G is also all too aware that 
both the Conservatives and Labour 
now have its industry under, close 
surveillance. It is a shame that the 
displeasure of politicians counts for 
more than the misery of the 18,000 


people persuaded to leave the 
warmth of a company scheme for the 
chill of an L&G pension. However, 
these individuals should now raise 
their voices against the L&G initia¬ 
tive saying that they want their cases 
settled now. L&G should not be 
permitted to buy time for itself. 

Code of silence 

In 1938 Noel Coward described the 
owners of the stately homes of 
England as "mortgaged to the hilt". 


Subsequently this has become the 
sorry state of millions of commoners. 
Until today, however, there has been 
no code governing how mortgages 
should be sold. Banks and building 
societies were not responsible for 
ensuring that borrowers chose loans 
suitable to their needs. 

Undlr the terms of the code’s draft 
version, published a year ago, lend¬ 
ers were still not obliged to give 
advice, a point criticised by Weekend 
Money. Fortunately, tins omission 
has been put right, although it is odd 
to allow lenders to provide three 
different levels of advice, further 
complicating the already fearsome 
task of choosing a mortgage (see 
page 36). 

The code is also voluntary — 
another shortcoming. This means 
that those who already deal fairly 
with their customers will become 
even moredrcamspect, while the rest 
persist in bad practice. 


ANTHONY UPTON 




Interested is # PEP hm M up 
with being bombarded with one 
Mm after mother? Got neither the 
time mr the indmatitm to check 
out the 1,2(30-odd PEP* on offer? 
Concerned about trusting your 
entire investment to a faceless fund 
manager? 

Don't despair! Help is at band. 
Why not entrust the key decision* 
about your PEP to WO of the 
country's leading businessmen? 
The came businessmen who run the 
companies which make up the 
FT-SE Actuaries All-Share Me*, 

By investing in a hind that tracks 
die AfrSfarc index, you get many of 
the finest business brains in the 
country working for you. And you 


achieve a spread of investment across 
the whole of British industry. 

How much will it emt you to 
leave your money in the bands of 
the real experts? A management 
charge of just t% a year*, because 
this ic the strategy we follow with 
the Virgin Growth PEP, And a* our 
PEP ha* never been out of the lop 10 
funds out of the 149 in its sector, it's 
proving to be quite a successful one. 

To secure your 96/0 7 PEP before 
the April $ deadline, eall uc today, 

indirect 

£■■' fiorzcr.zl fixatxial sorr.'so 

0345 95 95 95 

Cpes stcc= &sjfa a mvc ftraz= Eats Co 

Mnkoran Investment tso a month or £1090 lamp sum. 



-An wkStkna) £2 foe h drayed an off monthly and single frivesonura* of lass than £1.000. 


Personal touch; Kareera Khouri, of Kxllik & Co, unravels the mysteries of the markets with the children of Year Six at Kingsley Junior School 


vestor 


*T T ow to invest a million 
I - - I pounds is the prdb- 
A A lem we would ail tike 
to have. But such questions 
have passed beyond adult 
daydreams and into the class¬ 
room. The Year Six maths 
group at Kingsley Junior in 
Croydon, Surry, has altered a 
• • ■ competition for local schools in 

which pupils vie to make the 
best return on a mythical £1 
million investment " ' 

Sarah Mills, one erf the class, 
asked Weekend Money tofmd 
them a stock- market expert 
We sent Kareem Khouri of 
Kfllik & Co, the private-client 
x specialist broker, to visit the 
—'— school to explain how the' stock 

___ markets work and to put the 

case for investing in shares. 
Mr Khouri’s visit to 
—11 — Kinsgley Junior School follow¬ 
ed a session with NatWest 
which had preached the vir- 
! _ tues of the savings account 

til I Mr 2 s ' was detCT ‘ 

IV* mined to convey the message 
that shares are a worthwhile 
investment. He said: “Child¬ 
ren only find the stock market 


boring because they are not 
taught about it In fact it's just 
the sort of thing which appeals 
to them, and I reckon there 
will; fee no problems. Remem¬ 
ber that it*S a game, with 
winners and losers." 

The moment he began to tell 
thedass about investing their 
imaginary fortune, silence fell. 
As he moved from the history 
of the Stock Exchange and the 
laws of supply and demand to 
more technical matters, the 
children began to sit up. 

He explained at length how 
stock market indices are corn- 
paled and how share prices 
rise and fall, referring to The 
Times share prices page. He 
brought out a graph of sample 
shares, showing how £1 mil¬ 
lion could haw? shrunk to 
£350,000 in one share or 
grown to El,650,000 in another 
over a year. They found this 
- fascinating. Even more in¬ 
triguing was the idea of invest¬ 
ing in football dub shares. 

Some questions were sur¬ 
prisingly sophisticated. One 
pupil said: "The people from 


NatWest said it was safer to 
put money in a bank and now 
you say it's better in the stock 
market How do we know 
which is right?” Mr Khouri 
then explained the relation¬ 
ship between risk and return. 

A fter two hours of his 
market talk, many of 
die children had ann¬ 
ounced their decision tb seek 
stockbroking careers when 
they grew up. Kenny Arnold, 
11. said: ‘•Stockbroking sounds 
exdting and you make lots of 
money. 1 bet it's fun when 
companies go bust and 
things." Helen Hunt, also II, 
was equally keen for a City 
career. "Before today l wanted 
to be a doctor, bur how 1 think 
it would be good to help people 
put their money in the right 
place and get them lots more.” 

The children are now decid¬ 
ing on their stpckpicking strat¬ 
egy and we will report 
Kingsley Junior's progress in 
the competition. 

Nathan Yates 



IF YOU’RE GOING TO 
BUY A PENSION, MAKE 
SURE IT’S ONE OF THE 
BEST ON THE MARKET. 


HOW MUCH YOU ARE CHARGED 


INVESTMENT TRACK RECORD 



you appreciate the idea of the self- 
1 select PER you'd particularly like the 
Unrestricted PEP from KMk 8 Co. 

Of course you can design your own 
i tax-free portfolio, bringing together 
whatever qualifying combination of 
equities, bonds, unit trusts, even cash 
s investments you please. But you also 
have access to advice, of the highest 
quality, whenever you want it - 


from your own expert, independent 
Personal Broker. And you'll be more 
than impressed by the low costs. 
There are no initial or annual charges 
whatever, you pay us onty for the 
work we do on your behalf. 

To invest m the current fax year, time 
is now very short. For details, respond ^ 
without defav CaH us now on 07000 
786 257, or return the coupon. 


^ TT 22/3/97 

FW mm « urn***** rep- 



KILLIK & Co I 

STOCKBROKERS 

INVESTMENT W'fTfl AUVICE 
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Choosing a personal pension plan is not an easy 
task. Superfid ally, many plans can look similar, so 
what factors should you consider when making 
your choice? 

Price, performance and flexibility are perhaps the 
key indicators that will enable you to differentiate 
the wheat from the chaff. 

PRICE 

AH companies are now required to disclose to 
potential buyers the cost of investments such as 
personal pension plans. Comparing the charges 
made by different companies can be quite 
revealing. 

The chart above left compares the effect of the 
charges made by various companies to recoup 
such costs as commission, remuneration and 
administration for a £200 pm, 20 year regular 
contribution with-profits persona] pension plan. 
Source: Money Management, October 1996. 

Not only are the effects of The Equitable's 
charges the lowest of the companies surveyed, but 
also the effects of our charges are almost half the 
average. 

PERFORMANCE 

Fur more than 20 years the industry journal, Planned 
Savings, has monitored the investment performance 


of regular contribution with-profits personal pennon 
plane maturing over different time periods. 

Of the 52 performance tables published since 
surveys began in 1974, The Equitable has appeared 
in the top ten cm no less than 43 occasions. 

That consistency of performance covering two 
decades is unmatched by any other company 

Past performance is no guarantee of future 
performance. 

flexibility 

With an Equitable Personal Pension Han you may 
vary your contributions without penalty If you have 
to stop paying contributions your e x isti n g benefits 
are unaffected. So we don’t tie you to specific 
contributions and provided the m in i mu m 
contribution is made you may invest what you want 
when you want. Additionally if you retire earlier or 
later than planned, there’s no penalty Tfour benefits 
will be the same as if you had chosen that date at the 
outset. 

So, if you would like to learn more about The 
Equitable Personal Pension Plan by post and by 
telephone, return the coupon or call Aylesbury 
(0990)38 48 58. 

www.equjtabIe.co.uk 
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Tb: The Equitable Life, FREEPOST, \fohon Street, Aylesbury. 
Bucks HP21 7BR. 

I would welcome derails on The Equitahle's penaon plans. 

J tzo self employed □ 

I *msn«iipk^Ten« m a compeny pension scheme □ 

TMCM7G 

NAME (Mr/MiVMias) - 

address- 


TO. (Office! 


Tel: (Homel 


Vk guarantee that no company outside The RjifaUJ* fra 
efcot fari fs ^ »eaj»c these detaik R bonero; yen aedd pnfe- to 

rccriw: ro further informaxm from os. plow: tick d*; Hn □ 



The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


■v *4‘ 





















































































lit 


114 


Top Fund 
Managers* 
upset 

the Taxman 


again 


For a Managed Portfolio 
Fund PEP pack caU 


0800132 304 


QUOTING REFH2203 

Lines are open 9am - 7pm weekdays, 9am -12 noon Saturdays 
and 10am - 2pm Sundays. 


L enders wffl be forced for the 
first time to accept some re* 
sponsflnlity for die mortgage 
recommendations they make to bor¬ 
rowers, under a revised code of 
practice on mortgage setting to be 
implemented in July. 

Centralised tenders, who sold 
some ofthe riskiest loans in the 1980s 
boom and exposed borrowers to 
large debts in the recession, will also 
have to sign up to a compulsory 
arbitration scheme. Borrowers tak¬ 
ing Joans from centralised lenders 
previously had no access to an 
independent complaints procedure. 

But mortgage intermediaries, in¬ 
cluding insurance salesmen, estate 
a gwits. housebuilders, solicitors and 
accountants, will not be expected to 
sign up to tbe code until spring 1998, 
although they arrange half of all new 
mortgages. The Council of Mortgage 
Lenders, which is responsible for the 
code, also admits it has no powers to 
force any lender to sign up. It said: 
“We can't ultimately twist lenders’ 
arms.” The code is voluntary and it is 
up to lenders to choose whether to be 
bound by its provisions. 

The CML was forced to rewrite the 
first draft of the code after it came 
under fierce attack from the media 
and consumer groups. Objections 
centred on tbe code's failure to 
require lenders to be responsible for 
their own mortgage advice or infor¬ 
mation. Adrian Coles, then director- 
general of the CML. said such a 



Labour has caBrf for 
he brought within the Hnwaai 

Senioes Act 

this, saying Os proposed code m be 


this, saying its pnJpoadcodewai be 
■ Choosing a 
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The Hays Code laid down moral rules for Hollywood. The new mortgage code gives gmddines for mortgage advice 


requirement would “go against the 
principle of customers taking re¬ 
sponsibility for their own actions”. 
Currently sales of mortgages are not 
covered by existing legislation. Sales 
of investments taken out to repay 
mortgage debts, including endow¬ 
ment policies, pensions and personal 
equity plans, are covered by the 


Financial Services Act. Loans under 
£15.000 are covered by the Consumer 
Credit Act. 

But there is no existing legislation 
governing sales of mortgages, al¬ 
though the range of fixed, capped and 
discount rates and other gimmicks 
such as cashbacks is frequently 
confusing to borrowers and draconi¬ 


an penalties for early withdrawal n6t 
foOy explained. The housing market 
recovery is also resulting in tl^e 
reappearance of riskier 100 per ce^t 
mortgages and nonnstatus ^ loans 
where borrowers “self certificate* 
their income. Such loans contributed 
. to negative equity, arrears and 
repossessions during the recession. 
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and information abrad a saigle 
mortgage. In a 

the previous draft. I 6 ®?®® “f® 

to ccmfinn detofls of the fora m# 
writing, giving borrowerstioie to 
back out. Previously. 

expected to *gnw»y %*?.*?* 
received and understood me troor- 
matron, effectively removing any 
future responsibil ity from lenders 

■ Explaining mortgage te rms, tins 
will include repayments, penalties, 
compulsory insurance an d . other 
costs including upfront fees. __ . 

■ The consequences of not making 
repayments. Borrowers wm be told 
they wffl be liable for repayments 
ami mortgage arrears unlfl tto 
home is repossessed and sold. They 
will not be covered by mortgage 
indemnity insurance, which mey 
will have had to take out if tbeirtoan 

■ was for more than 75 per cent of me 
property's value. This insurance 
covers the lender not the borrower. 

■ Complaints procedure. Mortgage 

complaints are currently, dealt with 
by the Building Society or Banking 
Ombudsman. They willbe joined by £ 
an independent arbitrator. " 


W Tbe Index-Tracking PEP 


The Sharing Society 


‘Britannia Fund Managers winners of the 1996 MIcropal/ 
Planned Savings Larger Unit Trust Group. Past Performance a 
not necessarily a guide to future performance. The value of 
investments may foil as well as rise and are not guaranteed. 
Tax legislation is subject to change. The value of any tax relief 
is dependent on personal ditumstances. Representative only 
of the Britannia Marketing Group, members of which are 
regulated by the Personal investment Authority and 1MRO, for 
the purposes of advfcing on and selling the Life Assurance; 
Pensions ami other Financial Services Act Investment Products 
bearing Britannia's name. 


Britannia House Leek St a ffordshire ST13SRCL 



WHAT MAKES LEGAL & GENERAL’S 


FTSE ALL-SHARE INDEX-TRACKING 


PEP THE BEST VALUE PEP ♦ 


OF ITS KIND ON THE MARKET? 



A glance at the table will show that 
- since its launch just over one year 
ago - the Index-Tracking PEP from 
Legal & General has proved that it offers 
PEP investors unbeatable value for money. 


It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. 


This Index reflects the performance of 
the entire stockmarket, so it removes 
die risk of being over-exposed to shares 
which under-perform and lessen your 
return. In fact, £6,000 invested in the 
Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP 
at launch would now be worth £7,696* 
compared to just £7,111* in the average 


UK Income & Growth Trust. And there’s 


still time to invest this financial year. 


NO 

initial charges 


JUST 

0.5% annual charge 


NO 

ui the! raw a l fe e 


UNBEATABLE COSTS... 


At just 0.5% p.a., you won’t find a better 
value FTSE All-Share Index-Tracking PEP 
anywhere else. And there are still no 
initial charges or withdrawal fees to pay. 

To find out more about the UK’s best 


value FTSE All-Share Index-Tracking PEP, 
call now, or return the coupon opposite. 

Alternatively, you can contact us at 
http://wwwlegal-andgeneral.co.uk 


'Source: Mteropxl/IGJM, on aa offer to bid basis based on all PEP 
Charge* with grow income re-invested from QLIL95 (since launch) 
to. 15.02.97. Put pertorlnancc is not necessarily 3 guide, to future 
performance. Both apical and income values may go down as well as 
up and you may not get bade the amount invested.Tax assumptions 
arc those c ur rently applicable and arc subject to statutory chance. 
Tbe value of ux rdkf will depend on your Individual circumstance*. 
All comparisons of co« apply » PEP* investing wholly m urnrTmsts. 
Full written details art available on request. All MMOneMi are correct 
as at 17.02.97. Legal * General (Direct) Limited. Registered (n England 
No.. 2702080. Registered Office: Temple Court, II Queen Victoria 
Street. London EC4N <ff£ Representative only of die Legal & General 
mattering group, members of which me regulated by the Personal 
Investment Authority and fMRO for-the purposes of recommending,' 
advising on and 8en£)t life assurance anil Investment products 
bearing Legal A Genets name. / 
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The FTSE All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP 
that performs the best 


(also costs the least) 




jpt Be. 




Find out more now - Phone free 0500116622 

UDrCDtlfWrC Q/im TD Qnm WlBliPlSiirr n. . mn — 


FREEPHONE 8am TO 8pm WEEKDAYS 9am TO 5pm WEEKENDS PLEASE onorr n 

______ projection calls will usually be rccqided and randomly monitored. REF:A4DL29 


Rst to: Legal & General (Direct) Limited, FREEPOST SWC0467, Cardiff CFnCT 
. Please send me foil written details of the Legal & General Index-Tracking PER 


Surname (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 
| Forenames 
| Address . 


Tel. No: Work 


B Postcode _ _ Date of birth ~- 

I Td. No: Home _ TeTNorWo rk “ ’ 

I If you already have any PEP investment, please tick here □ — 

. . _ ' -A4DLZQ 
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Legal&So 
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N orwich Union has fi¬ 
nally told its 2.9 mil¬ 
lion cjualifying mem¬ 
bers how many free shares it 
will give them in return for 
their backing of its proposed 
flotation plans in June. It 
needs a 75 per cent “yes" vote 
from members for the notation 
ro go ahead. Along with the 
circular detailing their indir 
vidual share allocation, mem¬ 
bers win have received a 
postal voting form which 
should be returned by 11 am 
on April 17. Alternatively, you 
can attend the EGM being 
held the next day at the 
London Arena. 

To qualify for free shares, 
which will be worth about £3 
billion, you have to be either a 
non-profit holder of fonu 
assurance or annuity policies 
or a wirh-profits member with 
savings and pensions policies. 
NU has not included its 4.1 
million holders of household 
and medical insurance. 

The insurer has deemed that 

t members 



bly 5-10 per cent oft the official 
book price. 

NU has not set an upper 
limit on its share handout to 
enable the trustees of large 
policies, such as pension 
funds, to distribute the shares 
among its members. If you are 
a trustee of a pension scheme 
you should have received a 
booklet explaining the options 
open to you. Not all pension 
schemes allow shares to be 
held directly under Revemie 
rules. But NU has arranged a 
six-day period in which the 
shares can be sold and cash 
distribute among scheme 
members. 
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n o/o growth 
over 5 

fey-. 
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Solid foundations Norwich Cathedral the company’s symbol 


cash bonus- 

Holders of single-premium 
policies under five years will 
St get the full variable alloca¬ 
tion that regular 




Benson. NU’s adviser, esti¬ 
mates the share price would 
have been between 22Dp and 

SlttSift? - 

ffJSrA tzEBss?**' 

the share pncecouM end up hold- 

substantially <hfferent 1 t shares is because. 

However, it is the UmilliMj 0 f convert- 

with-profit policy holders that Wk sdrieties, they are 

Norwich Union is ^wardmg mg 0 f Norwich 

most. They get a fixed alloca- the ^_2™£L lt , ia ,i ep « , n 
non of 300 shares, worth up to 

■ ■_ wmi r PC 


also be able to buy more 
shares in a £1-75 bUlion rights 
Issue which will occur in May, 
prior to the flotation in June. 

Shares in the rights issue 
will be sold to qualifying 
members at a discount, possi- 


fter a recent ruling by 
the Revenue, there is a 

_42-day period in which 

to transfer your free NU 
shares into a Pep. NU will be 
bunching its own single-com¬ 
pany Pep. Into this you can put 
an unlimited number offree 
shares plus up to E3JOOOlof 
rights issue shares. NU will 
release details later on how to 
transfer shares to another Pep 

provider. _ 

Trustees should bear in 
mind that they cannot Pep 
shares on behalf of benefiaa- 
ries such as children. It has 
been widely publicised that 
only the first named person on 
joint policies, such as endow¬ 
ment mortgages, will get the 
free shares. NU says there is 
no solution to this and it has 
affected men and women 
equally. But even if the first 
named gives the partner some 
shares, they cannot be trans¬ 
ferred into a Pep. 



UUUUl • _ *_ 

£800 on Klein wort’s figures, 
plus a variable allocation de¬ 
fending car the value and 
length the policy has ^ 
held. This will double the 

amount of shares many mem- 

ben! *ill receive and couia 
leave more than 120.000 with 
more than 1,200 shares apiece. 


the real owners ui nu» 
Union until it demutualises. In 
future Norwich Union pic will 
take up to one ninth of the 
money that goes to with-p roht 
policies as bonuses—the extra 
shares are a form of compen¬ 
sation for this change, sd- 
though NU says flotation will 
; not affect bonuses adversely. 

' Qualifying members will 


By shrewd investment in Europe, 
the Friends Provident European 
Growth Trust has provided an 
impressive return - out performing*^ 
average return for all unit 
trusts over the last 5 years. 

It’s an impressive track 
record that has achieved 
consistent growth not just 
over 5 years, but over one, 
three and seven years - a 
fact that has helped the 
fund achieve a 5 star Micropal award. 

You can invest in this Trust through 
the Friends Provident European 
Growth PEP which could also offer you 
significant tax-free growth 


The Friends 
Provident 
European Growth 
Trust - for PEP 

investments. 


Get on the Blue Line now. direct to 

Friends Provident. 

Call 0800 00 OO 80. 

You’ll deal with friendly qualified 
people who’ll talk to 
you in clear, straight 
forward language to 
help you make an 
informed decision about 
this product. 

Get on the Blue Line now 
and talk to the people 
who know a thing or two about 

making money grow. 

You should remember that past 
performance is not necessarily a guide 
to the future. 
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Get on the Blue l-ine 
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Tfvour ‘with profits’policy is more ttan 5 years oM. with » 
.See cfeooo or over, w* rosy be able to 

offer you up to 35% more. Phone us now. 

01225 466466 Poliw^^.,. 


UOStreCaiHSADW.TWWSVDX. 


-.- DON'T SET! ( 
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rhr* election on May 1st. 

r =tjt rrsz - 

exciting markets. taken 

advantage so sue [ha| £i 000 invested 

medium sized UK eotup onh 43=1.731. 

at launch in 1979 would now be 


NO wonder it was voted Unit Trust of the Deade_ 
Our European Trust has produced growth of 
over 014% since launch. And our South East Asia 
Trust has more than doubled the return from the 

Index since launch in 198*. 

1 letter still, if you purchase next year’s PEP at the 
same lime as this years full W..OOO PEP we’ll waive 
the -97/-9S initial chatge. That’s a saving of 080. 

|t‘ S the sort of exciting product that people have 


come to expect tom Fidelity, the world's largest 

fund manager. . 

■Ihere’s even a phasing option to let you dnp- 
feed your money into your PEP over the next set 
months. So you can maximise your aUmvance 
before the election with a little more peace of mind. 
There’s no reason to see red or feel blue. Just give 
m a call today, fill in the coupon or contact your IFA. 
And, if you are about to receive free conversion 


shares from your budding society or 

a — 3 . c __ ,n oclr 


IjSflWul insurance company, don’t forget to ask 


about our No-Cost W^UP^.3S.weU 


To- Fidelity Investments, PO Bos 88, Tonbridgeperformance PEP 

■* ^ * totod ” s Group - 


Name. 


Address. 


Postcode 


TMM9 



Fidelity 

Investments' 


mmsv-y, •«..* -2- ' - 

irosu 1 ™ nun3S ^ i 
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HIGHER, 


HIGHER, 


HIGHER, 


GROWTH 


Are you looking Tor added growth 
potential from your PEP portfolio? 

Then you should look at the High 
Growth Option of the Schroder PEP 
three mating growth opportunities in a 
single investment. The High Growth 
Option is a tempting combination of 
smaller companies both in the UK. and 
Europe and also the added potential of 
the fast growing markets of the Pacific. 

And with Schraders you know you 
wQl be choosing an investment with a first 
rate track record. In fan. the three Funds 
which make up the High Growth Option 
have, between them, turned £6,000 mio 
over £15,000 in just five yean.* 

Find out more by calling 
0800 002 000 or returning the coupon 
below. Alternatively, contact your usual 
Financial Adviser. 

0800 002 OOO 

Quoting reference 335 


« TO: SCHRODERS. CUSTOMER 
■ SERVICES DEPT. 02335 FREEPOST. LON 
] 7109. LONDON EC4B4PD 

' Please send me my ficc copy of the 
J High Growth Option brochure. 

I 

I that_ _ 


FROM YOUR 


1^ t 




Schraders 


i * Some: Mieropal baying price to seUtng price 

j trtik gross Income remvested from 03.02 92 to 

| 03.02.97 based on £2.230 Invested in the 

. j Schroder Smaller and European Smaller 

j Companies Funds astJ HJfOO Invested in ike 

i Schroder Pacific Ormth Fund 
j Pass perf or mance is not necessarily a gride to 

i future performance The value of investm e nts 

i and the income front them mar Jail as vrett as 

! rise and btvestms may not get back the amount 

j origbusOy btvesled Exchange rate charges may 

j cause the value of u iev s e m investments to rise 

■ orfidL The levels and bases of mid setkfs from 

i taxation may change. Tax reliefs referred to are 

l those currently available and their value 

{ de p ends an the ciraumumcts of the Individual 

{ investor* Investment In the Schroder Pacific 

[ Growth Ftmd htvohes a high degree of risfe. 

| Issued by Schroder Unit Trusts Limited. 

j Senator House. 85 Queen Victoria Street. 

| London EC4V 4EI. Regulated by IMRO 

j and the Per so oaf Investment Authority. 

i Member of AUTfF. On the internet as 

i http^ewwjchrtNieis^om 


A growing number of investors are becoming aware 
of the substantial discounts that can be achieved by 
arranging their PEPs through a discount broker, 
rather than investing direct Elson Associates are 
now one of the leading brokers in this field. We 
offer the very best discounts in the UK on PEPs 
and other investments, including unit trusts and 
bonds. 

Kick start your PEP with a discount from Elson 
Associates and save up to £275 in charges on a 
£6,000 PEP (equivalent to a 5% discount, less our 
normal £25 handling fee). To achieve this, we sacrifice 
our commission (typically 3%), and negotiate further 
discounts, where available, from the PEP providers. And remember, we’re independent, so we ' 
offer a full choice of PEPs from all the leading companies. 

If your existing PEP has not kept pace with the leaders, why not try and make up some lost 
ground by switching to a new PEP, using our favourable discounted terms. 

.For further information, cut oat and return the coupon below to Elson Associates, FREEPOST DTI 138, 

18 Maxwell Road, Welling, Kent DA1G 1BR or alternatively call os free on 



SON 


0500691790 


hptmdtfae 


SS0CIATES 




femal-fenM-Mrotr 


The value of investments and any SS^’ftonj them can go down as well as op and you raay not get back the amount invested. Does (dating to PEPs may 
C hange if ifre law changes and the depends on the rircmnaances of die investor. We will not be offering any advice asto the sofabOiry of the 

PEPs we are marketing. PEPs are rmT ffcfcu W wnwne. If you have any doubt whether an investment is suitable fix you, yoa'sbcmkTobtain expert advice. 
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Double dates 
and the taxman 
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SOCIETY 
WATCH 



PgTEFTBtEVHCB 



■ Name.. 

1 Address.r.^. 

-- 

_ PnKtnridp._ 1 

1 I am particularly interested in a....(company) PEP. 1 

| Please send me the relevant application form together with the discount information rmrzm | 

... f 

rout Elsons 


M ain people with the 
Bristol & West Build¬ 
ing Society tna> have 
luvt out after ils takeover 
beauixe nf mtorniarion about 
top-up daiev Among those who 
fed they have been misled is 
Christopher Ga trail, a 
Hertfordshire reader. He 
claim- he has Inst out on £250 
because of a circular sent our by 
Lord Armstrong of llmimner. 
the B&W chairman. 

rhe society is currently in the 
process of lieing taken mer by 
the Bank of Ireland. The vote to 
decide on whether the takeover 
will cii ahead takes place next 
month. To qualify for the cash 
{layout, savers must have had 
an account with the society 
since December 31. 1994. and 
must have topped up their acc¬ 
ounts to £100 by the close of 
business on Apri l 14.1996. 

However, according to docu¬ 
mentation received by Mr Ciar- 
ran from Lord Armstrong, the 
vital day for topping up was 
April 15. The documentation 
said: “Two-year investing mem¬ 
bers with an account balance of 
£100 or more on April 15.1996, 
will receive at least £51X1 in 
cash." Mr Jarran then received 
a letter un February 5. staring 
that the top-up dale was in bet 
April 14. He said: "I immediate¬ 
ly queried rhis by phone and 
was assured that 14 should read 
15 and wrote to John Burke 
[B&W chief executive] to inform 
him in writing." 

He added: "I was extremely 
annoyed to receive on February 
2b. 1997, a reply from Helen 
Gale (B&W operations officer] 
stating that the correct date was 
April 14.” Mr Gamin, and 
many others, topped up ac¬ 
counts on April 15. which 
excluded him from the mini¬ 
mum payout of £500. He will, 
however, get £250 worth of 
B&W preference shares. B&W 
says the documentation made it 
dear that the April 15 deadline 
meant by the beginning of that 
date, but Mr Gamut said: 
“Please get Lord Armstrong to 
tell John Burke and Helen Gale 
that ‘on April 15’ means, in 
plain English, up to dose of 
business on April 15 and not 
what his information office may 
later choose to pretend." 

The B&W has also antagonis¬ 
ed another member, Martin 
Rand, who found that borrow¬ 
ing members will only be entitl¬ 
ed to £250 worth of preference 



Topping mad: Christopher Gairatt says “era April 15” means by dose of business that day 


shares. He said: "This is rough¬ 
ly one quarter of the offer to 
other societies converting this 
year, and is due to the fact that 
under the regulations fewer 
borrowers have to be persuaded 
to vote than savers. This is cyni¬ 
cal and unfair. Many institu¬ 
tions are waiting to buy 
societies die size of B&W. Bor¬ 
rowers should vote against... 
and await an offer that gives it a 
proper valuation.” 

Savers with ether societies in 
the process of converting are 
angry about die way cash 
bonuses have been allocated. 
Among them is Mr Jeff Van den 
Broek from Tewkesbury, 
Gloucestershire. His daughter 
had less than £100 in her acc¬ 
ount on November 25,1994. exc¬ 
luding her from the shares, 
worth on average £U200 per 
qualifying member. Last year, 
she went to Australia for a year 
— so decided to deposit £5JXX) 
with the society. She found that. 
topping up the acoountentided 
her to vote but she was excluded 
from the bonus. 

The Halifax said that this 
was die way it had chosen to 
construct its scheme. Other 
societies are treating savers in 
this category in die same way. 


I nvestors with.the former 
Cheltenham & Gloucester 
Buikling Society are bang 
wrongly told by the Inland 
Revenue that they owe capital 
gains tax an bonuses they rec¬ 
eived after the stxaety*5 takeover 
by Lloyds Bank nearly two 
years ago. 

The Special Commissioner of 
Income Tax ruled last month 
that bonuses from deposit ac¬ 
counts should be free of CGT 
and share account holders 
should be able to reduce or 
eliminate CGT bills by indering 
die gain. But some local tax 
offices are still demanding pay- 
menr of CGT if bemuses push 
Buqnyers over the £ 6JXX) CGT 
exemption. 

John Lavender, a Weekend 
Money reader in Brighton, paid 
more than E2JXX) in CGT in the 
1995-96 tax year after Ms E&640 
bonus .from the C&G pushed 
him over the limit. But when he 
wrote to die Revenue after the 
Commissioner^ ruling, his tax 
office toH hkxc “fr is true there 
was a change of view in respect 
to chargeabflity to capital gains 
tax made by the Cheffieiaham & 
Gloucester Building Sodriy. 
This, however, rdaterf oply to 
mortgage cashback ■ schemes: 
__ ■ tag 


and did pot apply to payments 
on takeovers such as the Chelt¬ 
enham & GIoucester/Lloyds 
Bank in 1995". 

Neil Denniss. of solicitors 
Clark Whiiehfll which acted 
for C&G investors in last 
month's case, said the tax office 
has confused two quite separate 
and unrelated rulings. 

He said: "The tax office has 
looked up a ruling which came 
out about a year ago on 
mortgage cashbacks.” Accord¬ 
ing to Mr Denniss, other tax 
offices are malting similar mis¬ 
takes. Several investors receiv¬ 
ed demands for CGT payments 
last December for die 1995-96 
tax year, in which they received 
the bonuses. 

The Revenue has until the 
end of this month to appeal 
against the Special Commis¬ 
sioner's ruling. But until and 
unless it makes a successful 
appeal, investors should not 
have to pay CGT on bonuses. 
Anyone who has received a 
; demand, because their bonus 
has carried them over die CGT 
i. threshold should lodge an app¬ 
eal for a refund, whidi should 
vbe^pefeffhed with interest cal- 
j etdated from die day toe tax 
i was paid. 





TGrefcn & Colonial invented 
the investment trust In 186S 
“ib gte the investor of moderate 


You can buy 


as 


ibe large cajHfc&sT. 



It costs 


17" pence. 


It costs you less than a Second Class stamp to invest the 
minimum monthly sum of £25 into the Foreign a Colonial 
Pnvate Investor Plan. With itscombination of performance 
nuary 1977. | choice.and low costs, it offe* iwn. 


£1,000 invested in January 1977. 


.. Foreign & Colonial 
Investment 

Trust PLC 

Higher Rate- 

Building Society 
Account 

1977 

£1,000 

. £1,000 

1982 

£2313 

£1,553 

1987 

£8,795 

£2,353 

1992 

£14,927 

£3,681 

1997 

£28354 

£4,682 



_ -- I I11 leu ice, 

choice and low costs, it offers better value 
than any other savings-and investment 
plans available. You can choose from our 
wKterange of investment trusts, changing 
the frequency and the amount you invert 
.without penalty. While the real vatae of 
money has decreased by over a third 

inVeSt6d ^ F ° rei9n & Colonial 
nvertment Trust ten years ago would have 
tripled. Why not find out more? 

Phone 01734 828 802 or Fax 017 */. „ 

any time quoting the coupon code, or return 


Foiciun Colonial 


To: Foreign & Colonial Manager^Tw’^7-* 

Berkshire RG109NW ^ *0 Box 2, Twyford, 

Name 
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Don’t get locked in a Pep 


Caroline Merreli with a timely 
warning for windfall beneficiaries 


SMON WALKER 


M illions of customers 
of the Tour building 
societies floating on 
the stock market this year 
should be wary of taking out 
the personal equity plans 
(Peps) offered by the societies 
as a tax-free shelter for their 
shares. Jr has been disclosed 
this week that if savers and 
borrowers opt to put their 
shares into an ordinary Pep 
offered by the converting soci¬ 
ety, they will be forced to put 
the rest of their annual £6,000 
allowance in another Pep of¬ 
fered by the society. Building 
society Peps do not figure in 
best buy hsis prepared by Pep 
analysts. 

Killik &' Co, the private 
client broker, warned building 
society members: “It is impor¬ 
tant to remember that an 
individual can only invest with 
one Pep plan manager in each 
tax year.” This week, the 
Alliance & Leicester revealed 
the Peps it would be offering to 
the 2.4 million members who 
-will receive free shares in die 
society next month. The A&L 
is offering both a growth Pep 
based on the top 350 com¬ 
panies in the UK index and a 
self-select ftp. You can put 
your 250 A&L shares into 
either plan. 

If savers opt for die growth 
Pep. those who have nor used 
up any of their allowances for 
this tax year would have to 
invest the full annual £6,000 
with the society. A self-select 
Pep will allow savers to put 
investments from other fund 
managers in the Pep. The A&L 
opted not to offer savers a 
single-company Pep. The max¬ 


imum allowable in this type of 
scheme is £3.000 pa. If the 
society had chosen to do so. 
savers could have been able to 
put a further £ 6.000 with the 
Pep manager of their choice. 
Other societies going through 
the process of flotation, such 
as the Halifax, are planning to 
offer savers the opportunity of 
putting their shares in a 
single-company ftp. 

Those Alliance & Leicester 
borrowers and savers who 
qualify for the free shares will 
in the next seven days receive a 
shareholders pack containing 
information about the flota¬ 
tion. The share entitlement 
form musT be returned by 
April 11, to ensure dial the free 
shares are sent out promptly. 

The float is expected to go 
ahead on April 21. when the 
A&L will issue 5S2 million 
shares. The society claims that 
it wants to keep as many of its 
former members as sharehol¬ 
ders as possible. Its board bel¬ 
ieves the society has good 
prospects for growth. Last 
year, the A&L made pre-tax 
profits of £306 million. It has 
5.5 million customers, 344 
branches, 19.000 post office 
outlets, telephone bonking, 
and a postal savings opera¬ 
tion. 

The society, which owns 
Girobank, aims to grow or¬ 
ganically and through a cost- 
cutting exercise. The Alliance 
& Leicester is not entirely 
dependent on the mortgage 
market for its profits. More 
than a third of its profits come 
from other sources such as 
commercial and personal 
banking. Peter White, Alliance 



Savers don't want their cash locked away any more than a cal wants six months in the slammer 


& Leicester group chief execu¬ 
tive, said: “We have a clear 
strategy for growth during the 
year ahead, building on our 
successful diversification and 
we will continue our commit¬ 
ment to developing long-term 
profitable relationships with 
our customers." Rob Thomas. 
UBS building societies ana¬ 
lyst. said: “The shares are a 
good hold. For a couple of 
reasons. There will be a tre¬ 
mendous shortage of the stock. 
The tracking funds will have 
to hold Alliance & Leicester 
shares and they are 15 percent 
of the market. The shares will 
also be helped by the state of 


the housing market; despite 
the society's diversification, it 
is still reasonably dependent 
on the housing market, where 
there is real recovery. The 
margins will continue to be 
good." Mr Thomas added: 
“The election is not really an 
issue. It is difficult to see any 
big problems. Labour may 
increase the regulation of 
mortages but this should not 
be a problem. They should be 
more than happy to comply.' 1 

Those who choose to keep 
their A&L shares can opt to 
keep them in a nominee acc¬ 
ount or hold the share certifi¬ 
cates themselves. 


Act fast to keep CGT at bay 


T ime is running out if you want to 
shelter your investment gains from 
the taxman. This year, the end of 
the tax year (April ^ Mis on a Saturday, 
which means that bed-and-breakfasting 
deals — the most common ruse to avoid 
capital gains tax — have to be started by 
3pm on Thursday, April 3 at the latest 
The idea behind bed and breakfasting 
is to sell shares one day and buy them 
back again the next to keep your capital 
gains for die year to less than £6300. 
Beyond this liiaiL gainsare subject to 40 ■ 
per cent tax. 

By selling stocks that have done we& 
alongside those that have been less 
successful is one way of reducing gains. 
Although stockbrokers should sen the 
shares at the end of the day and buy-first 
thing the next morning there is always a 


risk that the market will move, which 
could incur extra expense. 

Time has been made even more 
precious this year with the introduction 
of Crest the computer trading system 
linking brokers to the Stock Exchange. 
Traditionally, brokers were able to wrap 
the buy and sell deals in one automatic 
transaction. Crest does not allow them to 
do this and you may be required to hand 
over your share certificates and complete 
a transaction form for both deals. 

> Brokers will advise yon on how best to 
exploit bed and breakfasting, but they 
charge a proportion of the value of the 
sale. However, the taxman does get a 
piece of the action, levying 03 per cent 
stamp duty on the value of the repur¬ 
chase. For further information on your 
local stockbroker contact the Association 


of Private Client and Investment Manag¬ 
ers (Aprims) on 0171 247 7060. Advice can 
he useful because the charges can 
outweigh the savings. Many brokers 
offer reduced fees on execution-only 
deals. For a list of these brokers contact 
Moneyfacts by fax on 0336 400245 (caffs 
cost 45p cheap rate; SOpat other times) or 
telephone 01692 500765. 

If you bold a unit trust outside a Pep 
you could also be liable to CGT. Many 
fund managers, such as Lazards. Nor¬ 
wich Union, Schraders, fidelity Invest¬ 
ments and Barclays Unicom, are 
discounting their normal charges by up 
to 4 per cent However, they are still 
charging a 5 per cent spread between the 
buying and selling of the units. 

Gavin Lumsden 
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Our Money Builder pins PEP has been going up. and up and up. Since bunch in J988 it’s 
produced growth of JP5-4 ft ». And now it has won 3 m place in the MicropaJ Awards over 
£ T *■- 5 Years in the UK Unit Trust Fund of Funds Sector. Yet. as pan of the best value PEP range 
■y.vr available, it has no entry or exit charges? Call us now or contact your tFA to find out more 

"" ’’ about a PEP that rises above the rest. 


0800414171 

Call frrtr { boi io uptn. 7 dm. Fix OITA’ SJb 9S0 tap/ wwJkJ-md com, uk 
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Why now’s the 
time to PEP 


across the Channel 





THE MERCURY EUROPEAN GROWTH PEP 


Low Inflation, low Interest rates, strengthening 
economies and a massive privatisation programme 
are making continental European stockmarkets very 
attractive to PEP investors. 

Mercury's European fund management team 
has a superb track record. For example, had you been 
able to PEP our European Growth Fund at launch 
(n 19S3, your 56,000 would now be worth £47,069 


To; Brochure Requests, Mercury Investment Services Ltd, FREEPOST 
KE4S30, London EC4B 4DQ. Please send me details ol the Mercury 
European Growth PEP. RcfcTMEA 13£J7 


tax-free, an average annual return of over 16.8*? 

To make our European Growth PEP even more 
attractive, we're offering a 2% discount on all 
investments over 51,000 into the 1996/7 PEP. 

For more information contact your financial 
adviser, call Mercury free, or return the coupon. 

® Freephone 0800 882 884 


Surname 


Mdresa 


First name 


Postcode 


Title 


MERCURY 

ASSET M A N A G E M E X T 


BRITAIN’S LEADING INVESTMENT HOUSE | 
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PENSIONS BY 

PHONE 

24 hours a day.7 davs a week.Now you can pick up the phone and get 

pensions information or advice and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss 


0345 6789 10 

or talk to vour Independent Hnancia] Adviser 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


For ibur protection, your calls to 


Scottish tVjfewvtk mat mwW. Inlorraation or a«lviiv uill only h.* |>r».vMlwl «u Siniti.sh Widows |h«lucts. Issmnl hy Srnuinh Widows' fund and Life Assurance Society, a mutual company. Regulated by the Personal investment Authority. 
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Forget about No. 10 
look out for No.l 
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Investment 

Management 




■ 25%invested . 
internationally 
75% invested in the UK 


Monthly savings from 
only £50 per month 


■ Lump sum investments 
from £1000 


3 93 (local adl ratesj, quoting the reference below, 
the coupon below in block capitals 
required} tos- 

FREEPOST ANO 4247, Norwich m 3BR. 


Name 


Ref.mn 


Address 





Postcode . 

Daytime tel no: 

Evening tel no: 


Data that you provide may be used by 

Norwich Union group companies, your 
financial adviser or other relevant 
organisations for marketing purposes 
such as market research and 
contacting you regarding your future 
insurance and investment needs. 


D 


NORWICH 

UNION 


No one protects more. 


For your protection all t e lephone caOs 
wfll be recorded. The value of and 
income from PEPs may fall and you may 
not get back the amount invested. Funds 
invested abroad may after with exchange 
rate fluctuations^ lrcf or roatiotv'advice will 
only relate to Norwich Union products, 
t Except the buying to selling 
spread of 0.5%. 


Adam Jones looks at a big-hittingtrust^' 


Treg triumphs in 


trust top ten 



In the latest iif uur occasional series 
housing *>n trusts with a large public 
following, w look at Touche Remnant's 
European Growth Trust. 


SNA R \ \ C. 1 
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Norwich Union Portfolio Services Limited is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority Regulated by IMRO 


A fter a failed bid for an ailing rival 
iaM year. Henderson investors’ 
TR European Growth (Treg) fund 
is nuw attracting attention for better 
reasons. T reg. valued at about £259 
million last week, has seen its share price 
increase from I07p to I70p in the past 
year, making it the higgest high-perform¬ 
ing fund in the Pcp-able investment trust 
sector isee tahle). 

The rise more than offsets the £938.000 
cost — borne by shareholders, not 
Henderson — of an unsuccessful £500 
million bid for the Kleinwort European 
Privatisation Investment Trust (Kepit). a 
fund whose dismal performance made it 
a target for about a dozen rivals. 

By contrast. Treg's performance, mea¬ 
sured from its debut in September 1990. 
has beaten the benchmark index, 
FT/S&P Europe (excluding UK), consis¬ 


tently since 1994. Stephen Peak, Treg’s 
manager from day one, admits the first 
couple of years were not impressive. In 
the middle of the launch period. Saddam 
Hussein invaded Kuwait. The trust was 
subsequently “marking time" he says. 
Then gearing (the borrowings of an inv¬ 
estment trust) increased significantly and 
performance improved, though it still 
trades at a 1.8 per cent discount to net 
asset value. 


O ne of the big earners has been 
Scandinavia. Treg works on a 
“bottom up" basis, that is, decid¬ 
ing to invest more on the merits of 
individual companies than on sector 
trends. The*general conditions in Nordic 
countries in the early Nineties have been 
attractive, especially for pickers of small 
companies like Treg. 

Mr Peak says the devaluation of the 
Swedish krona in 1992 provided many 
opportunities to find value in - under¬ 
researched small companies. At the end 
of June 1995. a third of the portfolio was 


in Sweden. That figure 

wth profit-faking and was less fi»n 20 

a fbrWift^ton 

which formed the 

He says “Spam hasn’t features vay 
largely in oar portfolio.” Sol Meha. a 

hotel management comp^. «J^o 

helping to put that n^areountmgtor 
2.1 percent of Treg’s holdings test week. 

The normal limit for the sire o^<me 
investment is 5 per cent ofthe trast sort 
assets, although it has touched 8 per cno. 
Mr Peak says the fund’s P°hcy on 
unquoted companies is “tougiT.He says 
it is not allowed to invest more man 15 per 
cent in unquoteds, while the largest 
exposure so far has been about 11 p er 
cent, including 8 per cent in a company 
preparing for flotation. 




I 


TOP TEN UNIT TRUSTPEF FUNDS 


(Jffer-to-Bid. Gross Income Reinvested at Pay Date. Closing prices as at February 28.1997 

Fund Fund Size 1 Year 3 Years 

£m 


5 Years 


Sector 


i 

Jupiter Income 

389.69 

3634.04 

- 5243.67 

10275.67 

2 

Hill Samuel UK Emerging Co's 

227-31 

3627.08 

4273.18 

10100.93 

3 

Jupiter European 

7851 

3807.51 

5589.52 

9169.33 

4 

Old Mutual European 

173.02 

3580.33 

4324.38 

9115.46 

5 

BWD UK Smaller Co's 

9.27 

3859.18 

4426.63 

8948.31 

6 

Jupiter UK Growth 

79.21 

3585.44 

. 5205.08 

8800.03 

7 

Invesco European Growth 

104.71 

3659.17 

5009.56 

8737.32 

a 

Thornton UK Smaller Companies 

94.68 

3651.67 

4020.85 

8648.77 

9 

Henderson European Value 

174^5 

3465.69 

4412.65 

8301.62 

10 

Fidelity Recovery 

137.33 - 

3432.16 

3953.02 

- 8293.07 


UKEqty lncme 
UK Smllr Co’s 
Europe 
Europe 
UK Smllr Co's 
UK Growth 
Europe 
UK Smllr Co's 
Europe 
UK Growth 
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Tabular information supplied by Moneyfaas 


Close-to-dose, Gross Income Reinvested at Pay Dale. Closing prices as at February 28.1997 


Fund 

Fund Size 
£m 

1 Year 
# ’ 

3 Years 

5 Years Sector ; 

.. 

1 

Invesco Eng & Irttl 

119.83 

3760.30 

559835 

17136.04 Smllr Co's 

- 4 

2 

Foreign & Colonial Enterprise 

133.01 

4761.68 

5985.45 

14517.92 Venture & Develop 

• 

3 

TR European Growth 

249.15 

462232 - 

611832 

Cap 

12215.87 Continental Europe 


4 

Dunedin Enterprise 

63.57 

4423.57. 

. 6327.65 

. 11531.03 . Venture & Develop 
Cap 

-niwl'Sl 

5 

Henderson Strata 

84.97 . 

3516.47. 

. •. 5199.87 

9512.57 . Smllr Co's 


6 

Finsbury Trust 

18.72 

3781.97 

455031 

8971.84 UK General 

.« ■ liiiHii 4 

7 

Gartmore European 

42.64 

3617,85.1 

4410.44, 

■ -8387-04-.Continental.Europe 

■ ■ 4tm too 

8 

Fidelity Euro Values 

141.89 

3629.85 

4357.45 

8193.66 Continental Europe 


9 

Mercury Keyston 

12830 

3504.85 

4676.69 

* 808239 - * UK General 

• - 

10 

Morgan Grenfell Equity income 

65.31 

346936-. 

413839,. 

. 7983.43_, UK Income Growth 

• i-2r. 

• ■- * *** 


ENDOWMENT POLICIES 


SELLING YOUR ENDOWMENT 
POLICY? SEARCH OUT A BETTER 
PRICE WITH PRICE SEARCH. 

One phone coll to SEP gets you a price check wilh the UK's top 
buyers. It's the easiest and fastest way to be sure of 
gelling a better price for your policy. 

Phone our high speed service now to get that 
extra cash. 



5 B> Marbling United. Ro-iondun Hone. 289/93 BaOcttb Una, London N 12 8 NP. 
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TAX-FREE PEP 


■»! o 


e e 





■T-Yiv 


Avoid painful charges . 


No Bmnr costs, oar pees as 


LF you're not careful, your first steps into the tax-free savings arena of PEPs can ««»« 
daunting - and worse still, hidden extras can often be painful. ■ 

But there is a &iniple way around the problem, "the Scottish Investment That PER 
With only one flat charge of £30 (plus VAT) each year, 
regardless of how many PEPs you have with us, you 
can be sure of exactly how much you are investing. 

An investment that performs with a flourish, 
providing consistently higher returns from a truly . 
global portfolio of equities. 

So make it easy on yourself. Simply fill in the. coupon 
or call our FREEFONE NUMBER 
It could provide some very stylish returns. 


Amui m just £30 rjk ufar 


From just £100 pa mouth 


One of the world's largest 


Global MVBnnir shew 


GONSUTBOUr HQB REIUBMS 



THE SCOTTISH' 
INVESTMENT TRUST PLC 

IK V ESTUEttT _*_*_? E 


EASY 


t- - ^i-y .Nafog'QUBMaftfo: 
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PERSONAL PENSIONS 


Do you need a personal 
pension that lets you vary 
contributions without 
paying a penalty? 


You may be quite happy with your pension. Until you tty 
to chang e it. 

Penalties for early retirement, penalties for varying 
contributions, even penalties for dying. You begin to wonder 
just whose pension it is. 

You see, in order to pay commission to brokers and 
middlemen, some companies impose severe penalties on 
their personal pension plans, should you wish to make 


Happily, The Equitable life has never paid commission 
to third parties for the introduction of new business. You 
don’t have to commit yourself to paying identical 
contributions every year. And, should you decide to retire 
early, your benefits would be exactly the same as if you had 
chosen that date initially. 

What is more, you have the reassurance of l miypiqg that 
your pension fund Is in the hands of one of the finest 
investment teams in the U-K. 

If you’d like to know more, call (0990) *38 48 58 or send 
off the coupon below for furtheHhfoniuition by prat and by 
telephone. 


wWw.eqmtable_co.uk 


InfoGnttktt/advm: trill ody be given an Equitable group products 
Rg gn l gte d by cbe Pcnooal hwesaaem Authority 
THE Ryjmsu UFS, HBSFosr.'TOUON sheet.ayi.hm bv Mwmjt^H nuq^nii mm fflu 


To; Tbe Equitable Life. FREEPOST. Wilma Smei AYLESBURY. Backs HP2 J 7Br"I 

Iaw*l*dbiBr«lHa*<BTl*EqiAiUrtp«iM TJOWC { 

I re ma^lc^N rami (copay paima ida»? Q J 


NAME (Mr Ms Mh) '. 
ADDRESS _____ 


Td: (Office). 


Teb (Hamel 


DateafBinh. 



ftwcode.U 




Famabumif 


oansrBteaa riaoMha ■> 




The Equitable Life 

You profit] 


ENDOWMENT POLICIES 
WANTED 

We Deliver Competitive Prices, 
Qaick Results, and Quality Service 

±HE mSURANCE POLICY 
TRADING COMPANY LTD 


22 CHURCH STREET: GODALMING: GU7 1EW 

S 01483 427575 : Fax 01483 418866 

^jgJkMod^MiliePOT^rflmiiBlinenl Aiatmiiv 





ff you ve incurred debts, CCds, or you’re rscentlv w , 
be almost impossible to get a ■ then it can 

can help. We provide mortgages to tfSkinri^r 9 ^ Mort 0 a S e Company 

i 9 nore ' fair fnteros?^ ^ hiQh 

extras. So, If you’ro looWng for a rr^gage. 




Kensington Mortgage Company 

Treating people as indivi dua , s 

Ddrfu^.__ 
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Caroline M err ell charts the ups and downs of the markets under different parties in the past 30 years 

JEconomy feels full force of politics 
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S?|“^ I ^?BEF°RE THATCHER: 
FTSE ALL-SHARE INDEX 1964-78 
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THE MARKET UNDER THE TORIES: 
FTSE ALL-SHARE INDEX 1979-97 



November 30 
Clarke’s first 
Budget 


May 4 

Thaterier 

wins 

genera} 

election 


June 16 

Liberals 
and SDP 
form 
Affiance 



October 26 
Lawson 
resigns as 
Chancettor. 
15% base rale f 
brings 
recession 


Pound leaves 
exchange-rate 
mechanism 


November 27 
Major elected 
(Tory leader after 
faH of Thatcher 


2200 

2000 

1800 

1600 

- 1400 

“ 1200 

- 1000 

- 800 

- 600 

- 400 


1 1979 ‘ 80 


1 81 ' 82 ' 


83 ' 84 ' 85 


86 87 


88 ' 89 ' 90 ' 91 1 92 1 


S3 34 


95 96 ‘ 97 


200 


LS 


O ver the past 30 years, the UK stock 
market has veered from the 
extreme troughs caused by the oil 
price crisis in 1974 to the extreme peaks 
that accompanied deregulation of the 
stock market in 1987. 

Wh en Harold Wilson was re-eleaed as 
Prime Minister with a 110 -sear majority in 
1966, base rates were 6 per cent, income 
tax rates were around 38 per cent and 
there were 13 French francs and $2.79 to 
the pound. 

Despite the overwhelming endorse¬ 
ment of the country, the Labour Govern¬ 
ment spent the next four years attempting 
to curb die rising tide of industrial 
disorder and union power. At the end of 
1967 the pound was devalued to $240 and 
bank base rates were raised to 8 per cent 


Inflation was also a big problem. At die 
beginning of 1968 the Government 
brought in a series of drastic cuts in 
expenditure and attempted to produce a 
deflationary Budget. Despite economic 
problems, it looked certain that Labour 
would win the election again in 1970. The 
shock Conservative win by Edward 
Heath, with a majority of just 43 seats, 
was greeted favourably by the markets. 

However, the following four years were 
marked by tremendous economic upheav¬ 
al. Heath’s Chancellor. Tony Barber, 
made a dash for growth by releasing vast 
quantities of credit into the economy. This 
immediately proved to be a trigger feu* an 
increase in the inflation rate — house 
prices doubled and wage settlements hit 9 
per cent In 1973 the oil price crises struck 


— Heath attempted to freeze wages and 
prices, which provoked even more antago¬ 
nism and another strike. Industry was put 
on a three-day week and the All-share 
index collapsed to 156. An election was 
called, and Wilson ended up back in 
No 10. 

Government spending immediately 
began to soar, inflation reached 27 per 
cent and the pound crashed. Wilson 
resigned and was replaced by James 
Callaghan, whose first action was to call 
in the IMF for $3.9 billion of standby 
credit. By the middle of 1978 the Govern¬ 
ment began to look precarious and 
industrial and economic crisis continued 

— it was the “Winter of Discontent". 

On May 4, 1979. Margaret Thatcher 
was elected Prime Minister. She immed¬ 


iately introduced a set of austere mea¬ 
sures which drove the economy into a 
deep depression. Base rales stood at 17 per 
cent, while inflation reached 20 per cent. 
Your pound bought $232 or 9.82 francs, 
and more than 7 per cent of the working 
population was unemployed. 

Tighter monetary policy was not popu¬ 
lar and the Tories looked unlikely to be 
voted in again. However. Mrs Thatcher 
was saved by a military skirmish in a 
distant country. Victory in the Falklands 
in 1982 ensured dial the Conservatives 
won by a landslide in 1983. With a huge 
majority, they were able to press ahead 
with radical privatisation programmes, 
restructuring of the economy and a 
breakdown of union power. 

Nigel Lawson, toe Chancellor, kicked 


off the new term of office with a £500 
million cur in g averment spending, infla¬ 
tion had now fallen to 52 per cent and 
base rates were at 9 per cent The economy 
was still in a deep recession. 

The Govermenf sold off British Gas, 
TSB. British Aerospace. British Steel and 
British Telecom in quick succession. De¬ 
regulation of toe Stock Exchange — Big 
Bang—bought millions of new investors to 
the stock market. Unfortunately, in Octo¬ 
ber J9S7 toe market fell 10 per cent in just 
one day. The fall precipitated another 
recession, with falls in house prices and 
rises in interest rates. In 19S9 rates peaked 
at 15 per cenr and Lawson resigned, 
followed shortly by Mrs Thatcher. 

John Major's Government has contin¬ 
ued to press for low inflation and low 


interest rates. Inflation has fallen from 5.1 
per cent in 1990, to around 3 per cert 
today. 

What of the future? Both parties are 
committed to keeping down inflation and 
interest rates. Both also want to encourage 
share ownership as a method of saving. 
For instance. Alistair Darling, Shadow 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury, is unequiv¬ 
ocal about toe future for personal equity, 
plans (Peps) — the savings vehicle intro¬ 
duced by Lord Lawson ten years ago. He 
said: *^Ve would ask toe public to beware of 
advisers saying buy now while stocks last 
We support Peps and ‘tax exempt special 
savings accounts (Tessas)." 

The Conservative Parry wants Peps and 
Tessas to continue to thrive. The Liberal 
Democrats would modify both schemes. 


Holiday season throws 
up currency Visa teaser 


T ravellers planning to 
buy foreign currency 
with a Lloyds, Barclays 
or TSB Visa debit card tins 
Easter have two un edifying 
choices. Either they go to their 
own banks, which are not- 
offering the most competitive 
exchange" rates, or they go 
elsewhere and get a better rate 
of exchange but pay a “cash 
handling charge^ of L5 per 
cent on top of foreign currency 
commission. 

By contrast, customers of 
Midland, NatWest and First 
Direct who have Switch debit 
cards, will not have to pay 
extra for using their cards to 
buy c urren c y if they choose 
not to go to to drown bank. 

One Weekend Moneylead¬ 
er who is a Lloyds customer, 
wanted to buy £500 of Portu¬ 
guese escudos. But she was 
not satisfied with Uoyds's 
exchange rate, which was 263 
escudos to the pound at toe 
time. IJpyds also levies a 
commission of 2 per cent with 


a minimum payment of £3. 
On £500, (he commission 
would work out at £10. 

American Express was not 
only offering a better rate of 
267 escudos to the pound, but 
it also charges a flat-rate 
commission of £2 However. 
American Express explained 
that Lloyds would levy a 
charge of 15 per cent of the 
value of the exchanged funds 
if she used her Lloyds Visa 
debit card. This would work 
out at E7.50 on £5001 making 
the American Express deal 
much less attractive. 

The only way to avoid the 


benefit of toe American Ex¬ 
press deal was to pay by cash 
or cheque. American Express 
would not accept a cheque for 
more than £100 as this was the 
maximum guaranteed by toe 
Lloyds card. 

Banks say they levy toe 
charge because they count 
such transactions as cash 
advances. The system is set up 


in such a way that every 
player in the transactional 
chain gets a small cut of the 
charge, including the bank 
issuing the card, the hank 
processing the transaction 
and Visa, which runs the 
processing network. 

Barclays says: “We are try¬ 
ing to work with Visa towards 
getting foreign currency con¬ 
sidered more like a product, 
like paying for goods in a 
shop with a debit card." 

Lloyds confirms there are no 
charges for buying currency at 
Lloyds or TSB, now part of 
Lloyds, with a Lloyds or TSB 
card. Customers of one bank 
will not be charged for buying 
foreign currency at the other. 

NatWest. whose customers 
have Switch debit cards and do 
not have to pay for the privi¬ 
lege of buying foreign curren¬ 
cy at another bank, says using 
Switch saved the bank paper¬ 
work and customers time. 

Sara McConnell 



my tips, 
no more 



Ever wonder if you 9 re really making the most of 
your money? Then read TSB’s plain speaking, 
jargon-free guide , “Your Money-how to make the 
most of it*. 

It has plenty of useful tips on how to make saving 
less taxing. And explains how best to manage your 
money. To receive your free copy , call our freephone 
number now or cut out the coupon. 



Co» TSO Phone Sunk now 
for your free guide. 


0500 758 400 


, , _ ■ - . ■ - II ||rt —1 hr V, 
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Tax-Free Savings 


to say 


Surnames (Mr/Mra/M«»/AW 
Address: . 


y„ , would Me to receive my free f\B Money Vo,Jr. \tnj to: TSB Bait pL. 
FREEPOST (BMb.l 141. (ilasgou- W KBR. 

First Name: 


Postcode: 


... Telephone Number: 


- _ fix* to time with details about service* fmm TSB and other TSB group 
Ve'd lib; tomirt mxy o" m However, if y™’d prefer not tu be laid about these services, 

companies if a* _ _ mfX carrier for out customers and stuff and tu help maintain service 

***** t* "* onleJ * , ' M, ma ’ ,,,areJ - nB rWa "* ** *•' •*«* 

quality, some MM t anH questions, arrange a l,me for you fo me one o/ on 

you have received your suuir-^ gT Advisers. v _ 

C li 
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The best fully PEPabie unit trusts tit the UK and 
European sectors from Jupiter and other leading groups. 

£1,000 invested over 5 years to 1.3.97, offer to bid, net income reinvested. 

'UK Savings TESSA £3,000 investment Source: MicropaL 


You need to huny if you want to claim your 
PEP tax privileges for 1996/7. 

However there is one thing you should not 
overlook in the rush and that is performance.' It is 
the key factor in how much your investment will 
be worth in the long term. 

As you can see from the table opposite, 
Jupiter’s three largest PEP funds have 
outperformed the best fully PEPabie unit trusts 
of some well-known groups. 

What is more all three are first among all the 
funds in their respective sectors over five years 1 ". 

So if you are looking for a top performing PEP 
for this year, you need to get to Jupiter before 
April 4th. Ihlk to your financial adviser, call us 
free now, or return the coupon. 


J U PUT E R 

Leaders in long-term performance 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL FREE ON 0500 0500 97 


T OHertobid. net income reinvested to 1.3.97. Source: MicropaL 

To: Investor Support. Jupiter Unit Trust Managers Ltd, Knightsbridge House. 197 Knightsbridge. London SW7 1RB. 
Please send me further information on: The Jupiter PEP □ PEP transfer service □ Jupiter Unit Trusts □ 


Print Name (Mr/Mrs/ MsJ----—> 


- Address, 


.Postcode. 


-1122-03 


Jupiter LM> Trust Managers Lid a regulated by IMROand (he fersois! Investment Authority Member of AL/TF. A subsfcfery of Commarzbanlt AG, one of Germany's leading bants. 

Vou should remember me? me value of an investment and Ota Income from ft can go down as wa0 as up. it nay be affected by exchange rets variations, and ytm map no* get baeje the efflount invested. Current tax levels 
jnd relicts may change end Star value wiii depend on your indivklusi circumstances. Past periomance is not necuferty e guide to future performance. Up to 1D0% of the annual maregemem fee 1? S> be tater from 
e apiud of income Trust and High hcorrp Fund. This may accordingly restrict eaptal growth. Cories td the half-yeerty and annual reports may be obafawl from Jupiter Unit Trust Managers Lid. K/rightsbrirfge House,'. 
JOT Xniflhiabridge, London SWT JRR S&eme particulars may also be obtained from that atkfrea. 
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No Initial Charge. 

No Switching Charge. 

No point looking elsewhere 



» To give investors a better deal, we. have 
ABOLISHED INITIAL and SWITCHING 
charges on the Fleming Investment Trusts 
Share Flan. 

» The only cost on purchases is 0.5% stamp 
duty and any market spread between buying 
and selling prices. There is a l % brokerage 
charge on sales. 

» As new paperless stockmarket systems push 
up costs for private investors, abolishing 
these charges makes our Share Plan the 
ideal. LOW COST way to retain a stake in 
the market. 

» Flemings is one of die UK’s LARGEST 
INVESTMENT TRUST MANAGERS. With 
trusts spanning most global investment 
opportuniues and assets under management 
of £4.6 billion, the new FREE SWITCHING 
facility makes the Share Plan the only 
investment service many investors will 
ever need. 

» To find out more about how to invest from 
as little as £40 a month or £400 lump sums, 
call FREEPHONE 0500 500 161 now for 
frill details. (Obviously, there’s no charge 
for this service either.) 


You can also contact Flemings on the internet. 
http://wvvwTlemmgs.com/fitm 


GROWTH OF £1,000 
OVER 20 YEARS 


£24,603 


£3£78 




.. Avsragft - Avenge Avenge 

Suflding Society Account UnttTrust Hearing investment Trust 

SoutrK Minvprf, Jtgunts tots! February 1997. net intone rrimtsted. 


Robert Fleming established 
hi» first investment trust in 1873, 
i nv est in g in the emerging 
■ market of the day. America. 

Today. Flemings is one of the UK's 
leading Independent investment 
groups, managing £60 billion 
through offices In 38 countries. 


To: Fleming Investment Trusts. Freepost 22 (SWT565), 
I .on don WIE 7EZ. Freephone: 0500 500 161. 

Please send me a copy of the Fleming Investment 
Trusts Share Plan brochure. 



Title:_ 

Surname:. 

Address- 


_Initials 


Postcode- 


Flemings 

The Investment Trust Experts 


Please remember (but (lie isliir ol shares and tin- imomr fr,mi ilirni mu (all as well its rise and immoRi nuv lini get back the full amutini invested. P.ut 
perfurnuttu-r is mH ncrcvwilv a guide m iIk- fuiure. Immrri In Finning Invest ntmi Tnoi Senim Untiled, which is reguhued by the Personal invesuncni 
Authority. imh M-lkunil mws. recognised mllidhr invest turn r vhciuev investment Inoi savings schemes. PKPs. Kfe assurance and pens on pmdncis 

(iITenrdln-(he nemingK and Snrr & Phm|xt nurifiing group. 


PEPs 


“The FT-SE Index has grown 67%* f 
in the past five years to December 
96 - has your investment?” 


67% growth 

This is how much the FT-SE 100 Share Wax has grown in the fm years to 
December 1996. So a PEP which tracks the hdex can offer a worthwWe option 
to median and longterm investors looting fora tax free retunc- 

Tha Guardian Direct Top 100 tracker PEP 

Lower charges 

The annual find management charge is only 1% of the value of your swestnent 
No opening charge, no exit charge and.no commissrdn charges. 

Easy to arrange 

Start a PEP witti )ust£30 a month and invest up to £6,000 tax free each yew. 
Invest the easy way - wet send you afi the detafc. 

With the (AOs top lOdcompantes 
The FT-SE 100 Shoe frtfex means the largest UK companies quoted on the 
Stock Exchange ■ which indudes maty household names that you wil recograse. 

Don’t lose your tax free atlowance 
ffyouVenottaken a PEP this tax year act now-after 5 April yotd have tost your 

1996/97 tax free aflwance. Limp sum applications - rmwnum £1,000 - must 

be received by 3 April. The option of investing by monthly instalments is only 

available for the 1997/98 tax year. 

* Source: Wcropal 

T Past performance is not necessarily a guide to the future. The value of 
investments and the income from them can go down as wed as up. 




PEP up your savings 

c1 1 free v|.vi catiO 
fom'i jru iM.'jM'ii w'On P 3 C 


0500 


'"-trhil W'i' ‘Xy'"’ 0 

28 28 20 








« are open. MooTri 8am-9pm S*-S<* lGam-4pra 


wng Society Acoowt, 
Offer to offer prices. 


Growth df (bo FT-SE 100 Share I 
£2500 minimum BwwtiBn n t So 
«wu iwmnuiMii, Daw n uw 


The infamafon reflects our wdsrstareingaf nxientiegsfctim BtS tax ragifebcos 
which are both subject to change. 

The Guardian Direct Top 100 tracker PEP is a un* trust investment so the value oUf» 
irits and iicome from theme® go down as as up, On the encadmant of the 
units you may mcove back less than you iwested. h the ewrt erf the ricome fmm 
the trust being rauffitient to meet the annual fad maragert fee and other aa&afe 
expenses, then the manager reserves the right to be remurerated from the capital 
wine of the trust Tax legislation may change in the fufue. The value of any tw relief 
dei»nds(4K»tfia&iancaricirciBn5tarice3<ifttieinvsseor. 

Q*to EMtSswutUsa te*«nte*«lrtx *■ fttetafitodal Sendees'motthgewiW** 
(Slatted ty DePtmni facsbflMAafniy) lor to anna, pram oil at nnrbiiwsi.Gani» 
IMMmgntoltt rested by M0 h to carta of mhms bates tetettwrSmfcetol te 
Qnten iMMnen Lsd assured hE^onl *t. «SM3«i 915719 Rtfstwd tfee to* fittest 
Item EE3V &S*membvtf the Qwdsi Anri Eatep fta*. GwdtoDrect SswwLtfbHotawIrtb 
htoCta«idl9esteUidillknC*onlrnanM. 
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'Tinalnade' V 

rWICOQft*. 


JHMMlfll No STD code 

■ Tkxyoar in wtrich you wMi to burnt ftt BJ 

*1U Monte jou prate Mat Ooct SwtetWW te hi mad by Quote 
' Oner Sutes unmii. te oar be pate oa br GteHn Dnct Suricas IMU to 
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Marianne Curphey on a direct insurersd^ 


e beacn crow 


MALE, 35, NO CLAIMS, Gt 
FORD MONDEO 1.81 GLX 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
AA 

Admiral 
Churchm . 
CofonradHAvct 
CU Direct •*-.- 
Dial Direct -. - V 

Direct Insurance Cwdtrw 
Direct Line ., - j J 
Eagle Star Direct " ' ' 

GA Direct _ 
Guardian Directs 
HSBC Select ' __ . 
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T he motor insurance market may be 
overcrowded and competitive but 
there are stilt investors willing to 
join the fray. This week a Japanese 
company was the latest to set up a direct 
operation in the hope of breaking even 
within three years with a book of250.000 
customers. 

Chiyoda. based in Tokyo, has launched 
Hastings Direct into a marketplace 
already crowded with more than 50 other 
direct insurers battling for market share 
and critical mass. But the industry is 
currently plagued by falling premium 
rates and rising claims and some of the 
biggest names in general insurance in the 
UK have admitted they are finding the 
experience painful. Analysts have ques¬ 
tioned whether there is room for another 
telephone insurer in a saturated market 
AA Insurance Services has already 
predicted that smaller direct insurers will 
merge or be taken over this year because 
many of them are having to write 
business at a loss in order to attract new 
customers. Composite insurers say they 
are hoping for modest rises but are 
unsure whether new rates wQl stick. 

Hastings Direct is based in BexhiU-on- 
Sea, East Sussex, and officially began 
trading on Wednesday. The project has 
the blessing of Michael Hesdtine. the 
Deputy Prime Minister, and Hiroaki 
Fuji the Japanese Ambassador, who 
believe the oew company could help to 
regenerate an area struggling with rising 
unemployment. Hastings Direct aims to 


write £75 milli on of business and have 
250.000 policyholders by the end of foe 
decade. It expects to. make a small profit 
on 65,000 customers this year. 

The move is likdy to increase competi¬ 
tion and drive motor premiums further 
downwards at a time when insurers are 
desperate to put prices up. However, 
Jerry KendalL managing director of 
Hastings Direct said: “We believe the 
motor market will grow horn 16 milli on 
to 20 znffllon by 2000 and that the 
proportion of people buying direct insur¬ 
ance will shift from 30 per cod to 50 per 
cent of the total market This is the right 
time to eater the market Rates are 
showing signs of moving upwards and 
there is potential for growth in private 
motor provision." 

Next month insurers will start to pass 
on the increase in insurance premium tax 
to their customers. The increase, intro¬ 
duced by Kenneth Clarke, the Chancel¬ 
lor, in last November’s Budget applies 
from April and means that insurance 
premium tax wiH more than double from 
2 per cent to 45 per cent The increase 
means a driver with a £340 polity Will 
pay an extra £13.40 on renewal of his 
p remium, before any other costs; are 
added 

Rebecca Hadley, of AA Insurance 
Services, said most insurers were Hkdy to 
add the extra tax to premiums rather than 
try to absorb the cost themselves. This is 
because margins on motor insurance are-, 
currently extremely thin, daims are , 


rising, and competition in the motor 
market is so fierce that some small 
insurers are writing business at a loss. 

Ms Hadley said that although insurers 
are doing their best to raise the rates they 
charge motorists, the actual price paid is 
still going down. She said: “We use a 
panel of 20 insurers and if a customer 
receives a renewal notice where the price 
has been increased, he will shop around 
fora better deal. Insurers are finding that 
instead of turning every four telephone 
calls into a sale, they are only achieving 
sales every six calls on average. Some of 
the smaller insurers, particularly those 
that have entered the direct market and 
have yet to achieve critical mass, cannot 
afford to lose market share." 

S he believes that although the big. 
we&capitalised companies with 
more than 500,000 customers on 
their books will be able to ride out the 
storm, there wifl be mergers and acquisi¬ 
tions among the smaller ones which 
cannot survive in such tough market 
conditions. 

“The market wffl continue to be 
extremely volatile. Some of the larger 
insurers may deride to pot up prices and 
be sanguine about the loss of business 
which, will result But die smaller 
ftsurok .‘cannot _ be so . choosy, and 
customers may find they are choosing 
between a well-known name and a 
ntafivdy unknown newcomer, when 
tbey-are comparing prices." 


AS FAR AS 
MY PRIVATE 
MEDICAL 
INSURANCE 
PREMIUMS 
GO, I'LL STAY 
52 FOR LITE: 


“I couldn’t believe my ears when 
Exeter Friendly said that the age I 
take out medical insurance, is the age 
I stay at. 

You see, Exeter don’t put up your " 
subscriptions just because you get 
older. I joined at 52, so I’ll pay the 
premiums of a 52 year old for 
life. Which will save me literally 
thousands and thousands of pounds 
over the years. 

That’s all very well, I said, but 
won’t that mean reduced benefits?. 

Then they explained that because 
Exeter are a friendly society with no 
shareholders to pay, all the profits go 
back into the company. So not only are 
the subscriptions lower, but the benefits 
are often better than those offered by 
other leading insurers. 

ft takes years off my age just thinking 
about it” 

. WE MAKEYOU FEEL SO YOUNG .’ 
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SAVING 

6 - 13.31 

£ 57.57 

£ 171.12 

£ 43.31 
£ 43.3 1 
£ 43.31 
£ 43.31 
£ 43.31 

£ 60.49 

£ 66.33 

£ 73.62 

£ 90.92 

£ 1 - 03.14 

£ 206.16 

£ 276.24 

£ 402.12 

£ 571.32 

£ 717.96 
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Postcode 

Ages of people so included i 
Current insurer. ' •' 
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erpetual’s new Offshore Income 


Accumulator Fund offers you a valuable 


combination of investment benefits: 


[proved security, tax efficiency and 


flexibility. 


Improved security, because the fund 


invests in bond and money markets which 


historically are a more predictable and 


less volatile investment than equities. 


Tax efficient, because all income is 


reinvested in the fund allowing you 


benefit from compound returns. And you 


can defer payment of tax on income 


earned until it is most beneficial to you. 


For example, when you are paying a 


lower rate of tax. 


Flexible, because you can switch easily 


and economically between classes in the 


V • s 

|j fund as and when you wish. 


For more information on Perpetual 


Offshore Income Accumulator Fund 


Limited, call our 


Customer Services 


Department on 


+44 (0) 1534 607660 or 


S5S 


7* A’ 


send a fax on 


. +44 (0) 1534 38918 
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- „ nersev) Limited, PO Box 459. 

To- Perpetual Fund Managers (J*» y) 

Seale Street. Sc Helier. Jersey. JE4 aWS. 

d’Hauteville Chambers, 

Channel Islands. 

1= „d important Phase pnni il'trly. 

Income Accumulator Fuud. Imp 


Prior Name 






Address 


Postcode_ 
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SECURITY, 


tax EFFICIENCY 


AND FLEXIBILITY 


A NEW OFFSHORE 


INVESTMENT 


OPPORTUNITY 


Perpetual 


__— -- TIM 22/03/97 _ ___ _. , invested. This advertisement does not constitute an offer 

___7“ ,.„r^ rtW meflucnudons). and you may not get back the^oun^ ^ dwmselves of and ro comply with 


or solicitation by anyone 
any relevant restrictions. 
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I \ C O M F P E P 


Monthly Income 


Regular as clockwork 


Framlwgton Monthly Income PEP aims to 



pay a high and rising income, free of tax. 


with the prospect of capital growth. 


Unlike many stodcmarket investments, 
you don't have to wait six months for 


your return - the income comes 


once a month, every month. Send for 


details of this top performing fund, or 
ask your Independent Financial Advisee 


Income payments 
by the sixth of every month, 
directly into your bank account 


0345 023138 


Please send me details of the Framlmgton Monthly Income PEP. Return the coupon to: 

Pnmdmgton Unit Management Limited, Freepost, P.O. Box 2, Twyford, Reading, Berkshire RGIO 8BR. 


NAME 

AD'DRESS 


Postcode 


Past performance is no ffrarantee to future performance. The vtdue of units 
and income from them may fall as well as rise and investors may not get 
back then original investment. The tax regime under which PEPs exist 
could change in die future. Framlington Monthly Income PEP invests in 
the Fram l ingto n Monthly Income Fund to which the performance stated 
relates. In order to maximise the level of income payable, the annual 
management fee is charged to capital instead of income from 311U95. 
Whilst the distributable income urS increase by a corresponding 
amount, capital growth will either be eroded or constrained. Issued 
by Framlingfon Unit Management Limited which is regulated by the 
Personal Investment Authority and IMR.O. Member of AUTtF. 


H 22/3/97 I 



framlington 


Act before 


4th April 


The M&G Corporate Bond PEP is 
one of the largest and most 
successful corporate bond funds 
available. Since its launch in 
April 1994 it has been the top 
performing fund in its sector. 


if you had invested £6,000 at 
launch you would have received 
income of £1,182 and your capital 
would have grown to £6,506. A 
similar investment in a building 
society would have produced a 
gross income of only £895 and 
your capital would have remained 
at £6,000. 


The M&G Corporate Bond PEP 
gives you a sensible way of 
achieving 6.6%* tax-free income 
and there is no Initial charge t 
and no withdrawal fee after 
5 years. 

The capital value of units and 
the income from them are not 
guaranteed. 

f The difference between the 
buying and selling prices on 
28th Feb. 1997 was 0.37%. 

For details of the full range of 
M&G PEP Funds return the coupon 
ortelephone 0990 600 627. 


r 

i 


i 


i 


To: The M&G Group, Bristol BS38 7ET. Please send me details of The M&G 1 
PEP, including The M&G C o rpor a te Bond PEP. - 

NO SALESMAN WILL CALL | 

'feu should contact your independent financial adviser (if you have one) before Investing. 

The price of units and the income from them can go down as wen as up. The value to you 
the tax baneffls wM depend on your own circumstances-The tax regime of PEPs ccutd change 
in the future. 
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Mc/M n! 
Mtesms 

INITIALS 

SURNAME 


ADDRESS 



POSTCODE 

KC-GCAL 


I 


I 


I 


I 


M&G doss not offer investment advice or Offer any recommendations regarding Investments. 
We only market the packaged products and services ofthe M&G marketing grot*-. 


“M&G says that it will 
accept bonus shares 
from building 
societies converting 
to banks into its 
General PEP... 
it’s posable that not 
all PEP managers will 
accept shares 
into plans." 

Investors Chronicle 
24th January 1997 


I 

I 

I 
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issued by MiG Financial Services UmKod. 
(Regutauxl by The Personal enremantAvOnray) 
MSG Una Trusts era managed by MiG Securitise 

unnetL (ftegvtmttyMRQana nwfl&wmv 

tn v mrn wt Authority) 


Wfi new nrte you non. and ttaMtsotebtoto 
wcorneaBd «o»fawk* B. w.vaoccMon«*y leSyou 
Btxwotte products arsorvtcM ottered Dyowrtres 
end anocett MSG Conponite. 
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Mmuutkn. 



Managing your money for the longer term 


mw «rihntod gnin radrniptioa yidd 
on The MAO Corporate Bond PS 1 m 
at 2 BSi Febraray 18 B 7 m 6 «% and 

the wSmated pom attribution jWd 
was 70%. 
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BuMng Soctety heme flpoee an 
basotfon the average Share Acoouit • 
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Gavin Lumsden on the future of i 


The top hats 




I memariiinal investment 
trusts are ihe great-arand- 
panents of the savings 
industry dating back to the 
last century. In an early 
example of a corporate mis¬ 
sion siaiement the Foreign & 
Colonial Investment Trust 
was launched in IK6S with the 
aim of providing “investors of 
moderate means the same 
advantages as the large capi¬ 
talists in diminishing the risk 
of foreign and colonial stocks 
by spreading the investment 
over a number of stocks". 

Today, private investors' 
need for international diversi¬ 
fication remains as strong as 
ever and Ihe vector commands 
a massive EI8 billion of assets. 
But there are fears that the 
trusts are running out of 
steam and may not live to see 
the new millennium. 

Despite the laudability of 
their original intentions, the 
45 trusts that followed Foreign 
& Colonial never really kept 
out the traditional City inves¬ 
tors. the 'top hat brigade'. In 
the last century the excellent 
returns the trusts achieved in 
the then emerging US mark¬ 
ets proved too attractive to the 
City institutions. 

However, the predominance 
of the institutions is a problem. 
The capitalists have found 
other ways of gaining overseas 
exposure. Although they still 
own 40-70 per cent of the 
shares in international invest¬ 
ment trusts, they are long-term 
sellers of them. This has blight¬ 
ed prices, giving shares an 
undeserved 15 per cent dis¬ 
count to net asset value. 

An indication of their atti¬ 
tude was shown last week 
when the British Coal Board 
pension fund, managed by 
Goldman Sachs, pulled its 
massive 85 per cent stake in 
the British Investment Trust, 
forcing Edinburgh Fund 
Managers to propose turning 
the rump into a unit trust 
With BIT biting the dust 
this week's announcement 
that Michael Hart F&Cs ven¬ 
erable manager, was retiring 
and handing the reins to his 
longstanding number two, 
Jeremy Tigue, seemed almost 
symbolic. Like many trusts in 
the sector. Foreign & Colonial 
has had a horrid time in the 
past year as a rampant ster¬ 
ling has cut a swath through 
its overseas returns. Was it 
time for the rest of the sector to 
shuffle off to the elephants’ 
graveyard or face extinction 
from corporate hunters? 

Not at all, say the sector’s 



defenders. Indeed, a look at 
the performance figures over 
five and ten years shows it is 
foolish to write off interna¬ 
tional trusts just yet Since 
1992 the average international 
capital trust has more than 
doubled a £1,000 lumpsum to 
£2.159. while international 
general funds fthose dot com¬ 
bine capital 


and income 
growth) 
have return¬ 
ed £2.029. 

Since 1987 
these figures 
rise to 
£2.676 and 
£3.158 respectively. 



funds. In part, this is because 
they can borrow money to 
invest (gear up). 

This large UK weighting 
also means that many of tire 
tr u st s axe fatty PepaWe. 
James de Sausroarez, retail 
managing director of Hender¬ 
sons Investors. says: "Interna¬ 
tional investment trusts are 
ideal- for 
first-time in¬ 
vestors- and 
ideal as core 


This 

makes them ideal for pen¬ 
sions funding as most have 
ultra-low annual manage¬ 
ment fees of 03 to 0.5 per cent 
According to BZW Securities, 
the investment arm of Barc¬ 
lays Bank, international trusts 
invest in similar assets to UK 
pension funds — about 50 per 
cent in UK equities — but 
generate superior annual re¬ 
turns: 15.4 percent for interna¬ 
tional general funds, 13 per 
cent higher than pension 


holdings in 
portfolios.” 
However. 
Andrew 
Bell, head of 
investment trust research at 
BZW. says international 
trusts need rejuvenating with 
a dearer sense of purpose. 
Private investors are naturally 
suspicious of unclear objec¬ 


tives, he says. Discpunb 
would disappear if tnisls 
adopted benchmarks so that 
investors understood wnat 
they were buying. “Some of 
the hinds go for income, some 
for growth, some «« t™®* 
index trackere while others 
are more buccaneering m 
their search for returns. AD 
these approaches are fine but 
should be made dearer to 
investors.” 

Fortunately, there are trusts 
already doing this. BZ W has 
awarded five stats to interna¬ 
tional trusts with clear bench¬ 
marks, good track records 
and. sufficient resources far 
growth. For savers looking for 
long-term, cautious invest¬ 
ments including the UKitree- 
otnmends Brunner, Scottish 
Mortgage, Bankers, Electric 
& (General and Witan. Apart 
from Bankers, these are all 
fully JPepaWe. 

Br unne r is still 30 per cent 

owned by the family which set 
ft up in the 1920s. but man¬ 
aged by KJemwort B enso n. 
Over five years its total return 
to investors has been 1313 per 
cent, nearly 30 per cent better 
than its benchmark. Scottish 
Mortgage, managed by Bail- 
lie Gifford, is more biased to 
capital growth but has a simi¬ 
lar performance. 

The last three are aO man¬ 
aged by Henderson Investors 
bid take different approaches: 
Bankers, established by seven 
bankers In 1888, has success¬ 
fully beaten the FT-SE all- 
share and grown dividends 
every year, while Electric & 
General focuses on capital 
growth and Witan combines 
growth and income. 

Alliance; which takes a qua¬ 
si-tracking approach, gets a 
good foupstar rating, but with 
shares priced at £22 each inv¬ 
estors may want to make use 
ofits Pep and savings scheme. 
Alliance is introducing a self- 
invested persona] pension lat¬ 
er. this year. For non-UK 
funds, Klein wort Overseas 
and Fleming Overseas are an 
option. Higher-risk good per¬ 
formers are British Empire 
Securities and RJT Capital 
P ar t ne r s , which focuses on 
international unquoted 
companies.. 


Cashing in your Endowment Policy? 


More 


than money. 
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Pensions, 


don’t look back in anger. 


■ybur pension wffi need consistently , strong 
performance to buUd it For over 120; years we 
have been working ta deSver just that So If you 
hew designs on the future, took to ourpast; 
request the brochure on our tow cost 
investment trust Pension Savings Plan and find 
out more. 


Phone 01734 828 tiQ 3 or Fax 017343446 Z 2 
. any time quoting the coupon code, or return 
the coupon. 


f oreign Coloni 




To: Foreign & Colonial Management Ltd, 
PO Box 2, Twyford, Berkshire RGIO 9NW 
Name 


Address 


Town 


County. 


Postcode 


Code M»wt 


tndhiduat dramrtanoB. Forefgi 4 Colonial Managsmwit Lfrwtwj 
*ndth*P«nond kivutwwiL Authority) or ta substdlirfes jgj the nmageni nffta 
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CASHING IN YOUR 
ENDOWMENT ? 


IT'S EASY TO GET MORE 

W© regularly pay up to 30 % MORE* than the surrender value 
for with profits endowment and whole Ufa policies. 
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The 17lst Annual General Meeting of the 
Company will be held in Standard Life House 30 

Road, Edinburgh °nTuesday 2 2 April' 1997at 
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By order of foe Board of Directors 

Alan R Forbes 

Secretary 
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Helen Pridham on the relative risks of investments on offer 
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.1 The windfall options 

^ INVESTORS who have been ———___ 

locked into building societies bonds are issued h 
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** 1| INVESTORS who have been 
locked into building societies 
such as the Halifax and die 
'•-v n Woolwich, waiting for the end 

•.■■a, i‘ V of demutualisation, are at last 

regaining rheir freedom. 

, Although you must main' 

r a “i membership of your sod- 

i, v . 'until conversion actually 
'-*• • W takes place in order to qualify 

' u “ v «> r shares, a minimal deposit 

. *tll usually suffice if you can 

•••GV ^find a better home for most of 
rl i'M^a'^your savings elsewhere. 

’■ i,u idw Rob Thomas, building sod- 

~ «aw «y analyst at UBS. says that 
',4 around 15 per cent to 20 per 
‘/"'Par,;. < cent of savings with the con- 
~' :I - ■ verting societies are likely to 

j' '^s- o be remold within a few 
... ’ r: . rr -Jfcijjj - months. Abbey National esti- 
T (h t . ‘ mares £10 billion will move in 
”■ '"^tku C' search of better rates. 

' - r ^. * With so much money at 
stake, a war of words has 

• • broken out between mutual 

• V. £*■' building societies and their 

• converting rivals. This week 
r.»ir, ’ p ■ Bradford & Bingley an- 

> ' 1( * nounced comprehensive in¬ 

creases in its savings rates as 
pan of a doubling of members' 
^ benefits to £100 million this 
year. John Wrigglesworth. the 

—-- society’s marketing director. 

~~' v branded the converters as 
“mutants" saying: “If they try 
to fojlow us down the path of 
offering better products they 
' will alienate their new City 
~ masters. Jf they push profits 

:r. •. up to please them they will 
-• > . lose customers-they really are 
:* in a very difficult position." 

. 1-. Halifax and Alliance & 

: Leicester dismissed this, whfle 
*’Northern Rock's executive di- 
. rector, Adam Applegarth. 

' -; slammed B&B for its uncom- 
■. petit}ve postal rates. 

The Nationwide, another 
- committed mutual, has 
launched a "Savings Chall¬ 
enge” to encourage investors 

-- with converting building sod- 

—- eties to switch to its accounts, 
j ^ Meanwhile, managers of per- 

-__ sonal equity plans (Peps) are 

gearing up to attract a tidal 
wave of around 16 million new 
shareholders with shares 
« worth some £20 billion. 

. -__ If you do not decide to sell 

• your free shares right away. 

■ they' can be transferred 
straight into a Pep. The type of 

■ plan should be chosen with 
•-•'-care. Mr Thomas expects 

about 20 per bentof sharehold- 
•" _ ers to sell their shares within 
:' fl the first few months, but says 
.. investors should think fofrg-■ 





Putting something away for a rainy day is a matter of good judgment 


and hard before doing this. 
He said: “There will be a big 
demand from institutional in¬ 
vestors for these shares for 
some years to come.” 

Simon Philip, personal fi¬ 
nancial planning director at 
Binder Hamlyn. accountants, 
advised: “The key factors to 
consider are what you want to 
use the money for and 
whether you have an appetite 
for investment risk. Thus will 


currently paying 4.7 per cent 
on deposits of £500 or more. 
For anything less than £ 5.000 
the besT rate at the moment is 
offered by the newly launched 
Salisbury's Bank, which is 
paying 5.75 per cent on deposr 
its starting at £ 1 . 

■ Tessas: Worth considering 
if you have not got one already. 
Rates are often higher rhan 
they would be in ordinary ac¬ 
counts and the interest is tax- 


help to filter out certain prod- . free if you leave your capital 


ucts straight away " 

Main options in different 
risk categories are: 

LOW RISK 

■ Bank and budding society 
accounts: The Halifax has re¬ 
cently announced some im¬ 
provements to its accounts, but 
Christine Bayliss. investment 
editor of Moneyfacts, said: 
"The best rates are currently to 
be obtained from postal ac¬ 
counts and direct banking op¬ 
erations. A high street account 
is convenient, but it is conve¬ 
nience at a price. Even if you 
want to use-your account for 
paying hills, you will normally 
have time to get the money , 
from a postal account;” 

The ftirtman Building Soci¬ 
ety’s Instant Access postal ac¬ 
count, Ifcf example; is 
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BIGGER CASH PAYMENTS 
FOR ENDOWMENTS! 
CALL 0181 207 1666. 


pTc The UK's biggest buyer pays top prices for pofiries, _ 
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untouched for five years. 

■ National Savings: Nat¬ 
ional Savings Certificates are 
among the most traditional 
tax shelters. The current 43rd 
Issue Certificates are paying a 
guaranteed 535 per cent tax- 
free over the next five years on 
investments of £100 to 
£10,000. Mapy pundits are 
predicting ihar interest rates 
could increase tn the coming 


months, so you might regret 
locking into fixed rates now. 
You could consider putting 
some money into Premium 
Bonds. The minimum invest¬ 
ment is £100 and you could win 
£1 million in the monthly draw 
without losing your stake. 

MEDIUM RISK 

■ Corporate Bond Peps: 
These invest in fixed-interest 
securities and other bonds of 
established stock market com¬ 
panies. rather than their equity 
shares. They typically pay a 
high quarterly income — re¬ 
turns of around 7 per cent are 
currently available — which is 
completely tax-free. Minimum 
investment normally starts at 
around £ 1 . 000 . If you do not 
need an immediate income, 
these are not appropriate. 

■ With-profits Bonds: These 


bonds are issued by insurance 
companies and are often 
described as a hallway house 
between cash and shares. 

They invest in a mixture of 
shares, property, fixed interest 
and cash. Profits are credited to 
your investment gradually in 
the form of regular bonuses, 
which can also be taken as in¬ 
come. The capital value is rela¬ 
tively secure. However, with- 
profits bonuses have been fall¬ 
ing m recent years and it is not 
clear how well these bonds will 
perform in the future. Leading 
providers include the Pruden¬ 
tial and Norwich Union. 

■ Guaranteed Equity Bonds: 
Sold mainly by banks and 
building societies, these appear 
to offer the best of both worlds. 
They promise growth linked id 
any increase in (he stock mar¬ 
ket over a five-year term, or 
your money bade plus a mini¬ 
mum rerum if the market dis¬ 
appoints. However, they' can be 
expensive and inflexible. 

HIGHER RISK 

■ Personal Equity Plans 
(Peps): You are only allowed to 
invest up to tbjDOO in a general 
Pep in any one tax year and up 
to £3.000 in a single company 
Pep. Although you can normal¬ 
ly get at your money any time, 
a Pep is best suitable far 
money you are prepared to 
leave invested for around five 
years. The choice of Peps is 
vast. There are now more than 
l,(XX) available from more than 
200 plan managers. 

A good core holding for 
many investors is an index 
tracker Pep, which aims to per¬ 
form in line with the FT all- 
share index. Low-cost plans are 
offered by Legal & General and 
Virgin Direct Some of the best 
results, however, are produced 
by active hinds from managers 
such as FideHty.PerpetuaJ, 
Credit Suisse and Gartmore. J 
Minimum investment in Peps , 
normally starts at £ 1 . 000 . i 


Renewing your 
Home Insurance in 
March or April? 


UP TO 

£25 OFF 
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Buildings premiums 


UP TO 

32% OFF 

Home contents 
premiums 


Switch your buildings insurance- from 
your morrgage lender and we’ll give ' „ ;1! > 

you £25 off your 1st year’s premium. i 

Whac’s more, if you take out concents 
insurance with Prudential at the same -g? 
time, you will receive a 15% discount, plus *" 
there’s a further 20% off your buildings and 
conrenrs premium if you’re aged 50 or over. 

Find out how much you could save. Call our friendly staff 
now for a free quote. PLUS a FREE home security video. 


.It®* 

It a 


inuT —1 


Call Prudential on 0800 300 300 
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0 Instant access with a cheque book 
* A competitive rate of interest of 5.25%* 

* Minimum balance of £5000 
* No minimum cheque withdrawal or deposit 
4 A first class postal banking service 

7a mare information on the HJCA 5000, call our 24-hour answaphone on 0171 -626-0879 
or call (me of our Account Managers on 0171-203-1550, between Sam - 5pm Monday to 
Friday, quoting reference HfCA 5000.' Interest tales may vary. 

Alternatively complete the coupon and FREEPOST it to us. 
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The new name for Allied Trust Bank 
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gross p.a. without locking your 
money away - all we ask is that 
you give us 30, 60 or 90 days' 
notice. You can invest in a First 
National Postal Notice Account 
with as little as £500. 
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buying and selling price of your PEP investment will be different because of the stockmarfcet costs incurred when the Fund Manager buys and sells Investments for the portfolio. *On £6,000 lump sum 
' more); offer ends May 31st 1997. You must read the Terms and Conditions before investing- The value of inraUKMS and the Income tom them may p> down » Wea as np aad you nay am Bn back UK amount invested.Telephone calls may be 
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An Equitable way 
to top up your 
company pension. 


Did you know that to receive the maximum pension 
available, you would typically have to be a member of the 
same company pension scheme for 40 years? 

,Or that changing your job, even once,'could 
dra mat ic a l ly reduce your pension? So that, just when you 
have mare time to etqoy Kfe, you have less money. 

Topping up your company pension with an.Equitable 
'Free-Standing Additional Voluntary Contribution Scheme 
can help bodge die gap. 

Yon make contributions horn your gross income, with 
tax relief at the highest rate you pay. 

Remember that the value of tax relief available will 
depend on individual circumstances, and that current 

legislation can change in die future. 

What's more, we don’t believe in paying commission to 
third parties for the introduction of new business. 

If you would like more information by post and by 
t el ep ho ne call (0990) 38 48 58, or return the coupon below. 


www.eqiutable.OQ.uk 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 
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From MrJ. Trayner 
Sir. As a chartered insurance pracririo- 
ner. with a special interest in pension 
reform. 1 read your articles on pension 
charges with great interest. 

One of the main reasons why costs 
have not reduced is the system for dis¬ 
closing insurance company administra¬ 
tion charges to the buyer. The main 
source of information about these 
charges is the key features document, 
given to potential policyholders. For all 
practical purposes it is a totally mean¬ 
ingless document Paradoxically, this is 
due io improvements in most compan¬ 
ies' products The buyer is no longer 
locked into a fixed term plan but is able 
to increase, decrease or suspend their 
payments, make additional single pay¬ 
ments and take the pension at different 
times between 50 and 75. 

Unfortunately, the key features docu¬ 
ment does not recognise this new 
flexibility, (t works on the basis that 


someone wffl pay say. £100 a month for 

the entire term. I suggest a simpler 

. i- .i_. juAMinr that ovnMIlC 


investing in a personal pension 
jvdy buying the fund management exp¬ 
ertise of the insurance catapuny*jms 
means potential customers needto 

knowtwothin^thechaiBefdriny^- 

ing the money in the first place and the 
charge for maintaining the plan.. 

Companies would have to disclose 
how much of each contributio n w as 
actually invested. If companies were to 
present their initial charges in this way, 
you would not need to be an actuary to 
see that a company that invests £95 is 
giving belter value tiiaq one investing 
£85. The second piece of information 
would cover the maintenance co sts of 
the plan- This is really no different from 


ttatanMroTfte 

together with how modi f*f*g**? 
has charged for runmngtf dmfogthe 
previous year. This 
bon could encourage compa mes y oBa^ 
special low-cost deals to attfaaauj g 


prasore »*"Pjy , g**3 ft 
fowif ttey tax* *« r 

take tfii& money etewnere- 'i ■: 

An even more radical sugg eflini a fot -j 
do away cooqjWriy with any I***®* * 
of the final fond or pa&aa. 1ms «» 
because these are based on so m any nar ;: 
known fcetons rates of naun^wmwiys 
sues; that they are efiedway 3 


heating system. 

Each year the plan holder would gel a 


.Yours feithfoHy;: .. 
JOHN TRAYNER. 
21 Audley Close, 

St Ives.. 
Huntingdon,-.. - 
Cambridgeshire. 


An investment that was a very little earner 


From MrR. Allen 
Sir. Referring to your article 
(Turning Ernie into a nice 
little earner, March 8) and. in 
particular, the final para¬ 
graph. I hold a number of 
Premium Bonds thar were 
purchased in 1956, I960 and 
1963 that have never won a 
prize. 

It is obviously distressing to 
learn, therefore, that the prize 


of £1 million thar was awarded 
this month was won on a 
Premium Bond that was pur¬ 
chased as recently as only last 
January. 

A couple of years ago, I 
wrote to the Director of Sav¬ 
ings asking whether he would 
consider arranging a supple¬ 
mentary draw once or twice a 
year to indude only all those 
Premium Bonds that have 


been hekL say. for 20 years 
without ever winning a angle 
J3XTXCL 

Sadly I was advised by. one 
of bis subordinates, that this 
scheme would be impossible 
toimplemenL 
Youts faithfully. 

ROBERT ALIEN. 

45 Gefierys House, 

London Road, 

Hook. 

Hampshire. 


B&W “bought 
on the cheap? 


Scots take their revenge 


From MrA.V. Purnell 
Sir. I know clients are more 
likely to believe and trust a 
Scottish voice when calling 
a telephone helpline but I 

should like to point out that 
Britannia Life is exploiting 
this. It has a backlog of 
about three to four weeks in 
dealing with maturity of 
endowment polides. Dis¬ 
gruntled policyholders like 
me are told “we know the 
service we are providing is 
not good enough” and then 
promised it will do all it 
can to speed sending the 
cheque but “it often takes 


four days for first-dass post 
from Glasgow to reach 
English addresses”. 

In die meantime, the in¬ 
terest due cm my mortgage 
still has to be paid. If I can 
make 240 premium pay¬ 
ments on time it seems 
unfair thar they cannot 
make one payment cm time 
with the benefit of 20 years' 
notice! Is it always tins 
difficult to get money oat of 
die Scots? 

Yours sincerely, 
ANTHONY V. PURNELL, 
Femdale Cottage, 
Laddmgford, Kent 


From Mr FIR. Yule 

Sir. Did anyone notice that out 

of the 156 Urge Premium Bond 

prizes won in March only two 

went to bondholders in 

Scotland? 

I know we comprise only 
about 10 per cent of the 
population and our reputation 
with money could be a reason 
fen- being wary of a computer, 
but surely the ratio of Scottish 
investors to the rest is not this 
low? 

Yours faithfully, 

FRANK YULE, 

] The Orchard. 

7 TIpperiinn Road, 

Edinburgh. 


From Dr S.J. Jennings 
Sir, If the Bank of Ireland 
»air<»« over the Bristol and 
West Building Society, bear-, 
owers will only qualify far 250 
preference shares worth £250 
— while investors with rela¬ 
tively small su ms in thar ace*. 
QHTrfg, will get £250 — or £900 
cash — plus bonuses, depend¬ 
ing on their balances._ 

As a borrower of over 20. 
years, never in arrears, ! .fat 
that I have contributed signifi- 

canlfyto the value trf the B&W: 
and thar this is not sufficiently 
recognised. For the takeover to 
proceed, a majority of borrow¬ 
ers, independently of inves¬ 
tors. must vote in favour. 

My disquiet was increased 
on reading that Northern 
Rock investors and borrowers 
are to be rewarded with shares 
worth £1390 on flotation. 

Are B&W members being 
bought out too cheaply? 

Yours faithfully. 

DR S. JENNINGS. 

The Moalhouse, 

Church Street, 

Blackmore, Essex. 
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Your Life Assurance 
can be cheaper 


If you already have life assurance or if you are 
about to take out a policy you could save over half 
your premiums as different major insurers charge 
widely varying rates for exactly the same cover. 


Policy 

Choice 

Direct 



The financial people 
who let you choose TT 


Our Unique Service is FREE 
We are totally independent 


♦ Our FREE GUIDE gives you the facts. 

♦ You decide the type of policy you want 

♦ Our free listings show you the rates of the 
top companies, saving you time & money. 

♦ We arrange the policy for you. 

♦ We refund your first two months 

premium.. . 


We do not give financial advice. 
We simply provide the 
information which enables^^ 
you to make your 
own decisions. 
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PEPD «ECT m 1997 


PICKER'S 


“ mrni ^ n a* ^ 

con T )a nfe3 and you could rw, ^PtenPB* 

«”!nv«ln»ntof£600b “ 2360 

wid rehim any buying camm‘ ■ 

( rr* r ‘ ^** you '' 1 * 
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THBgggfeTIMES MONEY INFORMATION SERVICE 

Tax guides by 


WEEKEND MONEY 47 









the shelf-full 


‘ noufc 


T he Lloyds Bank Tax 
Guide has been rewrit¬ 
ten for 1997 to assist the 

nine million people facing the 
self-assessment challenge. 
Each part of the tax form is 
handled separately, and is 
designed to make die task as 
painless as possible. Included 
are 75 tax-saving ideas, advice 
on how to deal with your tax 
^inspector and avoid excessive 
•fines, plus hints on how to 
minimise your tax bill. Pub¬ 
lished by profile Books Ltd on 
April 3, priced £7.99. 

If you are looking to invest 
more than £100,000, a new 
book written by Andrew 
Locke and lan Locke sets out 
the options available for se¬ 
cure and profitable invest¬ 
ment over a five-year term. 
The book covers the tradition¬ 
al investment choices, as well 
as alternative investments 
such as art and antiques. 
Published by Hale on April 3, 
Investing £100.000 to 
£10,000,000 for Security and 
Profit is priced £16. 

Check Your Tax C Money 
Facts 1997-98, published by 
Foulsham, gives a detailed 
summary of the changes pro- 

f posed in the 1997 Budget 
provides helpful advice on 
completing your tax return. 


and explains how to claim a 
Jax refond if you are entitled 
to it The book also has a 
sechon on pay, perks and 
pensions. The guide is rele¬ 
vant for everyone whether you 
are a student, a pensioner or a 
higher-rate taxpayer. Avail¬ 
able in bookshops, priced. 
£5.99. 

BDO Stoy Hayward, the 
chartered accountant, has pro¬ 
duced a comprehensive guide 
to tax and financial planning. 
The 90-page guide covers 
topics such as charitable giv¬ 
ing, estate planning and sell¬ 
ing a family company. For a 
free copy, call 0171486 5888. 

Whether you are single, mar¬ 
ried, divorced or cohabiting. 
Wills and Probate will show 
you how to write your will in 
such a way that your wishes 
can be carried out without 
complications. The Which? 
guide offers guidance on what 
to include in the will, how to 
sign it and witness the docu¬ 
ment without employing a 
solicitor. It also explains how 
to administer the estate of 
someone who has died. Wills 
and Probate can be ordered 
on 0800 252100 (£10.99. p&p 
free) or from bookshops. 


INSTANT ACCESS ACCOUNTS 

Account 

Notice 
of term 

Deposit 

Rate 

Interest 

paid 

Sarnsbuiy’s Bank 0500 405060 
Northern Rock BS 0500 505000 
Bristol & West BS 0800 901109 
Stroud & Swindon BS 0800 618161 

Instant Acc 
Select Inst 
Instant Post 
Direct Inst 

Instant 

Postal 

Postal 

Postal 

£1 

£5,000 

£10,000 

£50,000 

5.75 

6.35 

6.40 

6.60 

Yfy 

% 

YJy 

Yly 

NOTICE ACCOUNTS & BONDS 

Account 

Notice 
of term 

Deposit 

Rato 

interest 

paid 

First National BS 0800 558844 
Northern Rock BS 0500 505000 
Scarborough BS 0800 590578 

Leeds & Hoibeck BS 0113 2257777 

30 Day Notice 30 day p 
Select 60 60 day. p 

Scarborough 100 100 day 

£10,000 

£10,000 

£1.000 

6.30 

6.50 

6.30 

9 

31 





FIRST TESSAS (TAX FREE) 

Account 

Notice 
of term 

Deposit 

Rate 

Interest 

paid 

Abbey National 0800100801 

Sun Banking Corp 01438 744505 
Holmesdale BS 01737 245716 

West Bromwich BS 0990 143668 

Fxd + feeder ajc 

Fxd + feeder a/c 

5 year 

5 year 

5 year 

5 year 

£9,000 ' 
£8375 
£2,500 
£3,000 

7.50 

7.50 

7.00 

7.00 

F/YJy 

F/Yty 

Yly 

Yfy 







CREDIT CARDS 


Co-operative Bank 0800 109000 
RBS Advanta 0800 077770 
Capital One Bank 0800 689000 



> V * . 

• ' •* 

r.-\. • % 

Card type 

Interest 
per month 

APR% 

Fee per 
annum 

Advantage Visa 

0.64%NC 

7.90%N 

NB 

Visa 

0.79%N 

9.90%N 

Nil 

Visa 

0.79%N 

9.90%N 

m 



PERSONAL LOANS gESt BUtiS 


PERSONAL LOANS 


APR 


Monthly payment on £3,000 lor 3yra 
with insurance no insurance 


Northern Rock BS 0345 421421 
Lombard Direct 0800 215000 
RBS Direct 0800 121125 


12.90%H 

13.90%A 

14.00% 


£112.66 

£120.02 

£114.78 


£102.59 

£10120 

£101.45 


Mb. A » APR dapendert on audit rating, C =? no interna free period, F = fixed Rata (all other rates vartaUlal. H = HI 
appfes a insurance not arranged. N = Introductory rate tor a tamltad period, OM s= InteresJ paid on maturity. P = By 

• RATES SHOWN ARE GROSS AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
PLEASE CHECK RATES BEFORE INVESTING 


rate 

only 


. LlZANNE Rose Source: MoneyFacts. trie Monthly Guide to InvesDnpnt & Mortgage Fives (01692 500 877) 




ANNUAL INCOME 
Rates as at March 20,1997 

Investment (£) Company 


Standard 
Rate (%) 


1 Year 


2 Years 


3 Yeats 


4 Years 


5 Years 


5,000 

AIG Life (UK) 

5.45 

10,000 

AIG Life (Ut^ 

5.60 

20,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.70 

50,000 

Ham bra Assured 

5.80 

1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.00 

3,000 

ITT Lon & Edin 

5.80 

20,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.90 

50,000 ' 

Hambro Assured 

6.00 

1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.35 

3,000 

JTT Lon & Edin 

505 

20,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.15 

50,000 

Hambro Assured ' 

6.25 

1.000 

Hambro Assured 

5.80 

3,000 

ITT Lon & Edin 

&35 

20,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.45 

50.000 

Hambro Assured 

6.55 

•1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.90 

3,000-. 

fTT Lon & Edin 

6.75 

50,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.80 


hi’ 

-2i r'-t'.J fv.-T-'*, 1 

AjHiVv - n .-• 

^;r : P!BS 




FIXED RATE 

Gross 

cxxjpon 

Buying 

price 

% 

Grass 

yield 

Minimum 
Issue purchase 
price amount 

Birmtnqham Midshires 9.375% 

10439 

8.950 

100.17 

1.000 

Bradford & Bfngley 

11.625% 

128.43 

9.051 

100.13 

10,000 

Bradford a Bingtey 

13.000% 

143.54 

9.057 

100.20 

10,000 

Bristol & West 

13375% 

148-30 

9.019 

100.34 

1,000 

Britannia 

13.000% 

143.38 

9.067 

100.42 

1,000 

Coventry 

12.125% 

134.92 

8.954 

100.75 

1,000 

First National 

11.750% 

126.63 

9279 

10025 

10.000 

Halifax 

8.750% 

100.70 

8.689 

100.62 

50,000 

Halifax 

12 .000% 

134.77 

8.587 

10028 

50,000 

Halifax 

13.625% 

154.60 

8.802 

100.00 

50.000 

Leeds & Hoibeck 

13.375% 

149.45 

8349 

100.23 

1,000 

Newcastle 

10.750% 

121J24 

8.849 

100.32 

1,000 

Newcastle 

12.625% 

141.27 

8.937 

100.45 

1,000 

Northern Rock 

12.625% 

142-37 

8.868 

100.14 

1,000 

Skipton 

12.875% 

143.89 

8.948 

100.48 

1,000 

FLOATING RATE 

Grass 

coupon 

Buying issue 

price price 

Minimum 

purchase 

Cheshire (28/09-27/03)8.41563% 

110.50 100.00 

1,000 

First Naf(20/09-20/03) 8.48750% 

100.50 100.00 

1,000 



Lender 

Building Sodetfe 
Alliance & Leic 
0800 412214 
Woolwich 
0181 298 5831 
Nationwide 
0800 302010 
Banks 

Bank of Ireland 
0118 9510100 
Royal Bank of Scot 
121121 


Loan Max 
size % 


425 to £250k 
4.29 £20-200k 
3.09 to£500k 

0-99 £20-145k 
4.25 £150-250k 


90 

50 

75 

95 

90 


Notes 

3% discount to 
1.5.98 

3% disc-12 mihs 
phis 3% cashbk 
3.90% discount 
fori year 

6.50% ds©-8 mth, 
3% disc-6 months 
3% discount to 
1.1097 



Lender 


interest 
rale % 


Loan Max 
size % 


Notes 


BuDdbig Societies 


P©S « Permanent krterast-boamg shares 
Sourx- ABN AMRO Hoare GwwB — 0171 0Q1 0101 


Source: ChambnUn da BmA 0171-434 4222. Not rates. Income and capital guaranteed. 
Early surrender- Terms vary. MoriMytneomo may bo aiaUaUa 



Scarborough 

0800 590547 

0.25 

£30-100k 

95 

Nottingham imper. 
0115 981 7220 

0.75 

£25-150k 

75 

Hinckley & Rugby 
0800 774499 

1.25 

£1-150k 

80 

Barks- 



«• 

Bank of keland 

0118 9510100 

0.99 

£20-145k 

95 

Midland Bank 

4.15 

E50-100K 

95 


0800 494999 


6.99% for 6 mth 
2%-6mth,0.5%-1y 
Fixed at 0.75% 
to 31.1.98 
6 % discount for 
12 months 


6.50% dsc-6 mth 
3% dsc-6 mth 
3% discount for 
1 year 



Gioes 

rate 

At ax rates 
20% ' 40% 

MitVrMximum 

invMtnmtC 

m 

Notice 

Contact 

Ordinary Ate 

150 

120 

OJO 

10 -10,000“ 


0645 845000 

Investment A/c*« 

4-75 

3.60 

2.85 

20-500*“ 

irmh 

0645 645000 

Income Bond*u 

6 .00' 

4.80 

3.602,000-25,000*^ 

Smth 

0645 645000 

Fist Opt Band* 

6JXJ 

4.80 

3.801,000-20,000“ 


0645645000 

43rd issue Certta* 5^5 



100 -10,000 

8 dsy 

0645 645000 

Chadian's Bondt 6.75 



25-1,000 

Imth 

0645 645000 

Gen Bd Rate 

3^1 





0845 645000 

Capital Bonds ■ 

6.65 

532 

3J9 

100-250300 

Sday 

0845 645000 

9th Index Linked}* 2^0 



100 -10,000 

8 day 

0645 645000 

Penan rs Bond S3 

.7.00 

5.60 

4^0 

500-50,000. eoday 

0845 645000 


'SfslC70(St'S)flatntlax free, nslaccs (or ip to CiM’Addtoonaihictgii veto £80.008 for 
mmosteOpmocats (Tax bee ■Ratesgross and vtAeaGoarantBoewnai held for 5 yaw 
■V 2 % ne! nanus tat S2Q.QOO+ VtOOtXOltiiaddbontoSI art S3 hokOvs'Twntik M 
OBetjnhS 'ESGO-IOO.OOOeamNphtrrates, “fiendfifesappiy 
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All figures are the gross annual annuity (£ 100,000 
aranteed 


purchase), gu 

SINGLE LIFE (level ann) 


5 years, paid monthly in advance 

Male: Age 60 Age 65 Age 70 


Sun Lf at Can— 
Canada Life..— 

Stalwart_ 

Royal Sun All.... 
Sun Life_ 

..Level 

-Level 

-.Level 

..Level 

..Level 


£9,657 
£9,574 
£ 9,533 
£9,429 
£9,421 

£10,702 

£10,658 

£10,639 

£10,573 

£10,536 

£12,128 

£12,134 

£11,755 

£12,122 

£12,044 

SINGLE LIFE 


Female: 

Age 60 

Age 65 

Age 70 

Prudential — 

-.Level 


£9,013 

£9.818 

£11,001 

Canada Life. 

..Level 


£8,874 

£9.686 

£10,874 

Sun llot Can.... 

-Level 


£8.913 

£9.658 

£10,751 

Norwich Union „ 

-Level 


£8,638 

£9,598 

£1 0,708 

Stalwart__ 

..Level 


£8,868 

£ 9,571 

£10,453 

JOINT UFE, 2/3 WIDOWS 

Male: 

Age 60 

Age 65 

Age 70 

(level annuity) 


Female: 

Age 55 

Age SO 

Age® 

Stalwart_ 

..Level 


£8.465 

£9,153 

£9,930 

Sun U at Can—~ Level 


£8,534 

£9,113 

£9336 

Prudential .. 

-Level 


£8,536 

£9,068 

£9,886 

Canada Life.— 

..Level 


£8,445 

£9,067 

£9,949 

Norwich Union.. 

..Level 


£8.398 

£8,968 

£9,778 


Sotrac Amrity Daect (017j 588 9393) 


Statistics compiled by Lizanne Rose 




Interest 

Loan 

Max 


Lender 

rate % 

size 

% 

Notes 

Building Societies 

Bristol & West 3-50 

£15k+ 

95 

3.75% discount 

0800119955 




for one year 

Newbury 

3.99 

£15-150k 

95 

3% discount for 

01635 43676 




f 2 months 

Woolwich 

529 

£2D-200k 

95 

2% discount for 

0181 298 5831 




12 months 

Banks 

Bnk of Ireland 

0.99 

£20-145k 

95 

6.50% disc 6 mths 

01189 510100 




3% disc 6 ruths 

TSB Bank 

3.51 

£15k+ 

95 

3.74% disc for 12 

0500 758000 




months 


a Lager lenders, bans and first-time buyers tables by Bta/s Guides Ud (01753880483 



With Chased* Vera's PEPGUiDE 
The 1997 edirioo of die best-selling 
guide which omen ill the PEA on die 
marker is now pobEshed. It costa only 
£12.95 - and the fall price trill be 
refunded if yon take out your PEP via 
Chase dcVeic. 


9 call now yous pcPguidh | 

1 0800 526 092 1 

■ FRSEPriOHSL-.MSSQr'SXZf-lSlIitS l| 


CHASE DEVERE 

naAtm *r tot vatoMM-wianaHt wiHoorr 
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UNIT-LINKED 
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ARGOS LIFE ASSURANCE 
Edfetarrit Puw edriwn*. EHU9SB 
OM 330*19 I 

nuumd SJhJd 567X0 - ICO ... 

UK Equip • »*A0 -ISM) ... 

m>petty 828J0 «3L» - a 10 ... 

Filed Interest 3MX0 m.10 - CXI... 

Money 272J0 288X0 * CUa ... 

Iiuenudoiu/ -421X0 - 5.70 ... 

ABBEY LIFE 

MoWentaM Road. » i w* 

BHS8AL 


3/1.40 

I79XD 

Z33JC 

132.10 

222.70 
341X0 
t2txA> 
TOOlK 
847X0 
376X0 
376.40 

jw?n 

742.10 
■*mio 
245X0 

275.70 


- o« 

- 5.10 

- 2.10 

- OJO 

- 4X0 

- 240 
* 020 
“ 410 

- 7.70 
• OJO 
. OJO 

- 4.10 

- M0 
-16.90 

- a« 

- BJP 


Oar EN2IAJ 

21 3sOO -55 10 
5ja.no - z.10 
60670 - 5.70 
38240 * OJO 
5WLS0 - 9*0 
We - 140 
2J1JD • S.80 
471 JO - 7JO 
5liOO + 4X0 

inua -lean 


r A LAW LIFE 







naUwio 

CUOOttUM 108.43 
Ethical S4 17040 

international 84 22 UD 

Protected GihS-i 12910 
Allan Padflc 211X0 

? European SI 2940 
Prop FUSer 4 40540 

Equity Seri S5JJ 
Man $ei4 005.40 

Con* set 4 ».« 

Money Sera .35750 
Fued ]|H&£T4 402X0 

American Scf 4 7O5J0 

HtEb Inc Ser 4 06450 

Indexed terser 4 235.10 
Japan Set 4 280.90 

ALBANY LIFE 
3 Darius Uk Patten 
KX7<Zhl 

Equity Ett ACC 2019X0 
European « uc 512X0 
fttaibu acc 57640 
Cte Money acc 30750 
inti Managed MC 751X0 
mi FM Imxcc 373J0 
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charges when 
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is free? 
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1950 - 1ft 21 354 
XT.- ft 20 240 
133V- 2*. . 
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THE times SATURDAY MARCH 22®& 


Classic publication upholds 
tradition of high standards 


T imefonn: 50-year-olcL Phil 
Bull-By Chance (Dick 
Whitford). Good scat, top- 
class performer with tilassic pedi¬ 
gree. Pinpointed thousands of 
winners every year during out¬ 
standing career. Admirably game, 
genuine and consistent Eff ective 
under any conditions and in mast 
countries. Scope far further im¬ 
provement (an Intemti) and a 
credit to connections. 

Thus, ■ modesty permitting, the 
gurus of Halifax might use their 
own instantly recognisable but 
quaint terminology to describe the 
organisation as it celebrates its 
fiftieth anniversary. 

Two unconnected events this 
month serve to illustrate the suc¬ 
cess and reputation enjoyed by 
Timeform’s raring publications. At 
the Cheltenham Festival, a record 
15,000 racecards. complete with 
ratings and commentaries, were 
sold to punters. Meanwhile, 
racing's most important supporter 
was leafing through the 1.168 
pages of me latest Racehorses 
annual "Her Majesty was. as 
always, pleased to receive this 
invaluable publication," a recent 
letter, on Buckingham Palace note- 
paper and pinned to the company 
notice board, states. 

Yet. as with many of the best 
things in life. - when the word 
T imeform — ~a marriage of Time 
and Form** — first appeared 50 
years ago, it came about more by 


The Timefo rm organisation is celebrating its 
fiftieth anniversary. Richard Evans reports 


chance than design. Although Phil 
Bull is widely acknowledged to 
have been the inventor, there 
would have been no Timeform 
without Dick Whitford, who had 
learnt the art of handicapping 
during wartime service in the 
Royal Navy. 

With Bull struggling in the 
winter of 1947-48 to meet the 
deadline for his latest edition of 
Best Horses, it was Whitford who 
proposed a publication introduc¬ 
ing form ratings and thumbnail 
sketches of horses which led to the 
Best Horses of J&#7 Timeform 
Supplement, published in April 
1948. The forerunner to the Race¬ 
horses series launched the 
Timeform empire, although it is 
doubtful if even Bull was aware of 
die potential in the early years. 

“It came about by accident as a 
business, because originally this 
idea was conceived to help Phil 
with his betting," Reg Griffin, who 
joined Bull in 1957 and is now 
Timeform chairman, explained. 

Maybe not, but the success of the 
annuals and the updates through¬ 
out the summer quickly proved to 
be money-spinners. However, the 
turning point for Timeform argu¬ 
ably came in 1962 when it intro¬ 
duced racecards for individual 


meetings, started National Hunt 
weekly “Black Books" and moved 
in Halifax to purpose-built offices. 
"From being regarded by some as 
‘tipsters in the back streets of 
Halifax’, we became ’respectable*.” 
Griffin aid. 

The influence of the ratings and 
commentaries led to Timeform 
being dubbed the punters’ Bible, 
much to the disgust of Bull, a 
lifelong atheist After a knight of 
the shires had opined, within 
earshot of the great man. that his 
motto was "to follow Bull and the 
Bible" at the races, there was an 
instant retort. “I don't think I take 
very kindly to being associated 
with that publication." 

Nonetheless, eight years after 
Bull died, at the age of 79. his spirit 
lives on at Timeform House, with 
its 80-strong payroll and annual 
turnover approaching £3 million. 
On tiie editorial floor, where a 20- 
strong team of race interpreters, 
writers and handicappers produce 
the raw material for the various 
racing publications and outlets, 
there ls an atmosphere of scholarly 
endeavour and rigorous profes¬ 
sionalism- It is backed up by a 
sense of fierce independence, fos¬ 
tered by Bull and underpinned by 
an employee share-owning 


scheme designed tu thwart com¬ 
mercial predators. 

The computer has been respon¬ 
sible for many changes in recent 
times, including the availability of 
Time/onn on disc, although, sig¬ 
nificantly. the belief that handicap¬ 
ping is an art and not a science has 
precluded new technology from 
calculating horses' ratings. Next 
year amid see Timeform on the 
Internet and the introduction of a 
service for Hong Kong's racing 
mad population. 

But amid all the changes, the 
organisation's raison d'etre re¬ 
mains unchanged 50 years on. 
"Everything that Phil Bull did was 
from the perspective of the punter. 
That is still the guiding principle." 
Geoff Greetham. a Timeform di¬ 
rector, emphasised. 

All of which begs the question: 
which horse should backers look 
out for as the 1907 Flai season gets 
under way? Entrepreneur, trained 
by Michael Stoute. according m 
Jim McGrath, the Channel 4 
pundit and Timejarm's best 
known face. 

“He is the most gorgeous horse 
and has a classic pedigree. Most of 
Sadler's Wells’s progeny don't 
shine at two. hut he won a maiden 
very impressively and. given his 
trainer and connections, there is 
every possibility he will be a much 
stronger force this year." That, as 
Bull used to like saying, sounds 
like a bet with a capital B. 




t 



Griffin has volumes of Racehorses animals to refertoatTimeform’s headquarters in Halifax 



THUNDERER 
1.30 Seattle 
Dragon. 3,10 
I'm A‘Dreamer. 

Carl Evans; 3.45 Prince Buck. 


. 2.05 Buddand Led. 2.40 YeOow 
Martina. 3.45 Colonial Kelly. 4.20 


GOING: GOOD TO FIRM 


SIS 


1.30 NEWLEAFJUVBIiLE MAIDEN HURDLE 

(£2.361:2m 110yd) (7 lumens) 


S UUWftTEZ8FD(TBri»I1-4- 


_ __ _JRRWM* 

re MV HAD KNOWS 12 JPMWT U-0- TJCTSoAh 

QUAKERS HELD 147F G L Mom 1141_DMttfwr 

0330 SEAT7I£AU£VgPHUtoft-0_JAUcC*rfty 

00 ZAtSAN22JG9M11-0_:_PtUt 

B50 SK.VRETTA11 JGfltatflM___U 


1 
2 
1 

4 

5 

6 

7 4005 VEROHCAFRANCO 10 B Rpm* 104_PI 

54 Srtfe Mtay. 2-1 Oaten ReW. 8-1 fenraff. Slnfe. IB-1 Zten. lfi-l 
Vmrta Fa*s. Z5-1 lifted Korns 


2.05 MALCOLM AND SUE HAVE SAID I DO 
NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE (£2,468:2m) (6) 

1 -312 BUCXLAND LAD 7 (D.BFJvS) D 6rtn*fl 6-11-IB J R Kfroagb 

2 448 HAUIKAL GEORGE 100 J Upon 7-11-8_Gaytans 

3 -fiOO FWC PARK t9 (SI C Poptot 9-10-13_L Anri (3) 

4 /PR- Q4BHTSEAS0II473 J Cfadton 3-10-4—__ XiffStibnn 

5 PMF EW SO SLOE 12 J Ptutott B-10-3_A Octal 

i Um MASTER JWlGUBS 24 A Tim## 7-10-3__WMcfateti 

11-10 Buddand Let. 3-1 takti Gunge. 9-2 ftfativ Panflkm. S-1 Fane Pat 
T6-1 Eiu So Skis 33-1 SrfgN Season. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS A Trnri, 11 ten Bom 38 nram, 39JK; 6 L Moon. 
« ban 29, TJ Sk 1 Start. 9 tag 44.20SS; D Grind. 5 tan AT. 
106%. Only cjhBbs. 

JOCKEYS: D SAjime. 5 tents ton 26 rids. 112*: A Didgn, 8 
Aon 33.1B2*; J R Knaaft S Iran 38.132%, J A McCarthy. 3 
ten 24.125*; D Griogtor. 9 ten 71123*. (My quotes. 


2.40 CHELSHAM SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,025:2n> 110yd) (11) 

1 3531 DBVSSAV12IVAS) J Brtdgv 9-11-10 — M Bated** (7) 

2 OOPB I8LLEMAIIA5S 4 (In Miss M Rnrtand B-11-8_ Say Lyons 

3 0-53 SHMGKG SKIES 8 61 Hnra 8-11-4_J R KmEtagSJ 

4 IK* mirmOMSM 12mBPoan4-11-1_PttafcyP) 

5 1043 SCRFT 12jCnr^)JJBdABs 6-18-13-- D Marti 

6 3000 CaOLBSAUlSL8Mb 11-104_LAapriffl 

7 -OS’ MW GRECO 40 (F.G) J Jos^pb 8-10-7_OSkyim 

8 0006 ALDIHCK COLONNADE 10 (D/.G) M UsAar 10-10-5 

WlfcFatate 

9 0210 RUTH'S GAMBLE 8 (VJ03F^) 14a L JnoK 9-103 

_ JAUcfertiy 

10 00-P TAPEBTHY ROSE 40 Jftrafefl 6-1041_AOcten 

11 4T0 IKANA2(V)HiLJ hmB5-108_KG 

2-1 Dofetay. 4-1 Stergtag Sabs, 8-2 Asti's Gated. 5-1 Script. 8-1 Trio* 
Dngan. 10-1 Atari Gnttnradt 16-1 Goakgte. 25-1 atas. 


3.10 CHRIS PYE50IH BIRTHDAY NOVICES 
CHASE (£3,317:3m) (3) 

1 12PU UTILE MARTHA 10 (DfiJS) 0 GrfearV 9-11-5. JRKamite 

2 MP HXrotEDtfS GOD 17 A Fester 7-11-4_DUonta 

3 23U0 WE WNDY23 (F&S) J Effort 8-114-PM 

4-B Wcc Warty. 9-4 Uh Manta. 14-1 teprison's Grid. 


3.45 BEN HUNIH1S CHASE 

(Amateurs: £1,123; 3m) (5) 

1 -TO G0UB8AL KELLY fl (0/115) ItesO fitawB 9-12-12 

2 -P3P PRO BON018 fa) A Marat 7-12-12-A 

3 Jf- LOYAL GAIT 815 0) A Duftqtan 9-12-5 Aorta* Mate 

4 PHKEBUCK21P(G5)MMar*7-124.... PFte*tan(3) 

5 IS RUKFORfflEE 13PttS,FjG^MrsTM10-12-6- AM(3) 
5-2 Mm Itart, 114 ft® For Fne, 3-1 Odonbl KtSf. 4-1 Pm Bonn, 5-2 Loyal 
Sri 


4.20 GUMMBl HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,343:2m 110yd) (4) 


1 4124 HAWS 14(SITGUbnt7-12-0. 

2 3131 TtCKBtnrsfilT7 

3 9310 HI A DREAMER BF 


.— WBakes! 


G L Man 7-11-13 M MMv (7) 
MAwtetd 7-10-12 

SwyLynw 


4 -104 COURAGEOUSKMGHT229(D)PHayta8-1041 PHtayfJ) 
M Italy* Btt. 7-4 Mas. 3-1 Tin A tan, 6-1 Congra IWgbL 



THUM3ERER 

2.10 Wnnescash. 2.45 Classic Account 3.15 
Southampton. 350 Around The Gale. 425 Campe¬ 
che Bay. 455 Seiatan. 525 Arctic Fox. 


GOING: GOOD (GOOD TO FIRM IN PLACES) 


SIS 


2.10 


STAN CLARKE NOVICES HURDLE 

(£3;i86:2m 10 (15 nmnots) 

321 TALATHATH16 (610 Mrintnn 5-11-8. 

40 AUHREYreOT1«AT«nri6 
EM) BRANDON BRDGE16 0 GnriSy 6-TM. 

43. B. CRAMC SENQR GSR MamsB 5-114 


4nm flows 
fW» SAF17B ... 
2TO- WUMRY383 


C Brads 6-114. 


5-11-2- 

Bank &-11-2. 

OPO REACH THE OOUOS 61 JUpMH 5-11-2 
W RHUSHAJ0R28DMdMn6-11-2. 


OS V3WUWYS 21 SBraatahn 6-11-2 
01 IRJHna 16 (StatrHaikB 4-11-0 
13 CBM JE8S0LLE20finding5-10-11 

13 5-CB POTBLACKBOID 21R Las 8-10-11. 

14 302 KDMESCASH12 P Bonn 4-104.., 

15 TABRIZ 147F Aks P Avian 4-10-3 



5-2 TMUt 4-1 Hold. 6-1 UdtaS. 8-1 Octant. 10-1 UacCwn, 12-1 
Jnnls 14-1 rim 

2.45 CROSS LANES HOTH. CONDITIONAL 
JOCKEYS SELLING HANDICAP HUHDLE 

(£2,358:2m If) (16) 

f P1M PALACE OF GOLD 28 BF.F.G) L Loud 7-11-10 W Dnriag (S) 

2 5020 ETBViAL CflY IS fll.S) G Ritterti 6-1MQ_RBnw aj 

3 0060 tem SOBUJE30QPBaAy6-11-8_HMktoon(3) 

4 3/33 RHI MARCH HARE 172 J tenses 8-HM 1„ C UcComiKk (S) 

5 20U2 HOfT BOAT 3 W Ow 8-10-10-CtoLmfc 

8 515/ CLASSIC ACCOUNT 18 F(G)JBr 9404 COUtffl 

7 M5 QUBOTW17_Etteriad 

I M0 STOKE-A-POBE 37 Eft B Uocdhn 7-10-7_G Lk 

9 0009 1 BUD'S BET 39 ff) Ha i Can IMH-Mteriu(3) 

10 4M WORD LY5 37 P.F1 8 Unrini H (W_Wdnd Bnnw 

11 DOffi gntiffig7 (B)PBom 4-iQ-l-- LComtek 

12 floss JAWJW3aifciAltesytwMM„___ SFRWn 

13 0-05 KEACTHI 38 G Kriy 7-1841_;_ THd»(5) 

■ 14 PO-O BIT OF ROUGH 17 W Ctar 7-104)_OJKraagh 

IS «lf> REGAL JEST 42 B teeny 7-1M-NHflrtWbP) 

18 PPO A BADGE TOO FAR 7 Ms LMNtopn 7-1041- STsytarffl 

MMn jUNM Ely, B -1 KtyK Btai. 8-1 10-1NM 

So Blue. A Badge Too fa. 1M oHsl 

1 

3.15 ALTHREY VfOODHOUSE HANDICAP CHASE 

{£4.879:2m 4f 110yd) (7) 

-031 GBCBALretSHNG29(tULFjJ DMdnbon 11-1241 RJotetm 

4M CAMTRW 29 tetej 7-lM_AOabtte 

5021 CUBRHNGHMLBHE99AF£S)TEHtaliy8-11-12. LVIJIV 

216- AWeRWT 299 KLDJJlJtedji 10-11-1 ___WRnu 

2320 SOUTHAMPTON if W& 6 Ettfag 7-10-13_R MM 

P-01 H«MiY21KJl 6 aSdl 11-10-10_RDmoody 

0622 WJHJS18CAMW-lM _UWntlBrana)P) 


74 Fridfcy, 114 CsnMan CteSenge. 5-1 Gtori Partng. B-1 otas. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAMERS; D Ndnbon. 14 aiua tan 43 lums, 32.6%; C 
Braab, 5 ten 17,294* 6 tktotts. 29 tan 9I.25J*; PHuWs, 4 
tan 19,21.1*; D GavtaHo, 6 Inn 30,2tt». 

JOCtfYS: R Dmnndy. 27 linn Iran 81 rides, 33.3%; A Dotabtn, 
8 tan 30.200*.- W Umxr, E tan 45.17AR Goed. 6 tern 3S, 
IMS: S Wynne. 8 from 84, ID.7%, L wyer. 3 from 29,103%. 


3.50 MILES MACADAM NOVICES CHASE 

(£4,358:3m 110yd) (9) 

1 1212 AROUND THE GALE 28 &BF&S} 0 GnUto 6-12-0 R Dmmody 

i mi awwaL mom 115 fa ^ ebmt t-ii-ii_lwjw 

3 123* MQNYMOSS 7J6) Ma S Sate 8 - 11-11 _ RGHri 

4 21RI THERB/BBCDBBtT9(B)6Britej9-11-11_BOM 

5 r raWQQDSVWiEY250Kttotan8-11-8_ RJotram 

8. 00 GHZ2LYBEAR21 RStaqp7-114-Stan 

7 -202 HYSnCISLET4piNGarin7-114_WMates 

I UM) BBXrSGH.WR8«MM 7-11-0_TBsy 

S 4BF UWVBMWBU5KSS33RUiB-114)_DWat* 

T^aBNA 6-1 C3B|*pri Ctrtrtft 7-1 UmjnutA Updc tata, 10-1 Ha 
Rwawd&rt. 12-1 TnanfeVrita). 25-1 rim. 


4.25 NORTH WEST RACING CLUB MAIDEN 
CHASE (£3,696:2m 4f 110yd) (11) 


ZW= CAMPECHE MV 18 G BeJdhn 8-11-7.__R OWwoody 

2-38 CRAKE HU. 81 (B) PHodH 7-11-7_WHatim 

-DWteb 


1 

2 

3 -P8? UWEW12 (Sj A Canri 9-11-7 

5- 
6 
7 


-OH FORTZEOOAAR11 MbSS n«fa7-11-7_RVOdwa 

GPP IfflBUHAH 12 UtePWhIU! 7-11-7_Guy Lewis (3) 

40 UTTLENOTICE 119{fflTFsnSr6-11-7__ SWynog 

044/ 5IEH.OWES 1053PBCaobldp6-11-7___TBsy 


B 0UUQ TUG YOUR FORELOCK IS G Johoa HouMa 8-11-7 

_ _ MUnai Brenm (3) 

9 P DEE UGHT 24 G Betas 8-11-2_A OotteS 

10 OOP lAOyROSEBCJW40RPHa 7-11-2_TJoto 

11 F4P3 PEARL EPEE 29 D Mdmtsan 8-11-2___R 


44 Caqacla to. 7-1 Pwl Epn, Dam* imp. 8-1 me Nettc*. 10-1 Cons HU. 
12-1 Dae Ugtt. 20-1 rim. 


4.55 UGHTW00D GREB1 HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,957:3m)-{13) 


-033 SELATAH14 (BFA D GntMi‘5-1241_RDnmoty 

JO-1 VHWSPHDE 7 RG^ntMMta 8 - 11-10 _ SWynm 

0363 MSAKOUesr 15®NGueletB-11-6_WMatin 

1202 JBWAUUC15(G)Enriatti8-114_ADubbta 


042P RAT TOP 26 
.1045 1MHTE 
3000 PRUSSIA' 

•8 4052 CASEK75 
' S 5KB HEEDW00O 

10 0250 MfTBBOHETIB 

11 PP0P FAR SBH0R 29 (F 

12 0P3O JFBBWSHWN 35 

13 -SB U00LAR 47 (F, 



B-11-3. 


(3) 

841-0-TMs 

Guy Loris (3) 


0 btbf 6-10-10-R Johnson 

15 (E)B Morgan 9-10-7- (1 CHod 

CEOatan740-1. SophtoHUM(3} 
ttqynui n-io-0. 0 J Kmmtft esi 

J J 01W1 TCMM-L Cooper (71 

Data 10-104)-. Meta Bora ft 
9-2 SoUm, 5-1 Jemts. B-1 Pirn’s Mw, 8-1 tadtan Quest FW lop, Nndnsd 
Poppy, Cano’s Buy, 12-1 olta. 


5.25 BANGOB-ON-DH MAIDEN NATIONAL HUNT 

FLW RACE (£1^60:2m If) (18) 

1 4 AACTK FQK28 Mas HtHgpt 5-11-lQ- MrAWhfem 

2 .DAHJIA P D WcMsn 6-11-10-KrOMcPhrift 

-3- 0 EAGLEDANCSt 14lahrHontes5-11-10 McMBnnaii 

4 GALESHAM G fSflfflb 5-11-10_RB0RK 

6 • HMBAN BUC WJafa 5-11-10_MAI 

6 ROCKY BALBOA JfcP Write 5-1 1-10 _Gw Lewis (3) 

7 2 SHROPSWE GALE 28 S BraoWaw 6-1140.. 0 BOOMS (5) 

8 STAR AflVarURE / bans 5-1T-1Q_UssEJm 

9. 0 BE H SPACE 43 MtePHIWBe fl-114^. SqMe Mfchd (3) 

10 0 NRVANA PRKESS 10 B Ann 5-11-5_ JMonM'm 

11 OUTRAlGEDUS AffWR A Jana 5-11-6_.efiiaft 

12 RAUUJ0N1 Bran 5-11-5-UrABsmS 

13 W SScHOREANGELS688AJwaG-114_EHntal{3) 

14 GO CAHOOTS A fond 4-11-2_CRte 

15 4 THE UGffllMKSt 2B S foil 4-11-2____ E)J Ksmgh (5) 

ifl o nmr dora is jobmii 4-10-u_ .^.nt&»(7) 

IT- MfZZBM A Bator 4-10-11_8 Itehnt (h 

18 fWNVBflffl J Eyita 4-10-11_Cad® (7) 

2-1 Dritia M. 7-2 Sheoptidra Brit, 4-1 Ardfe Fri, 6-1 Gtftriu 10-1 Ifo 
UghfeJaku. Go Crinols. 12-1 own 


Eyre celebrates Doncaster double 


LES EYRE saddled a double at Doncaster 
yesterday to continue his good start to the 1997 
Turf Flat season. The Hambleton trainer, who 
was on the mark with Brutal Fantasy on 
Thursday, took his score to three in two days, 
courtesy of Onefourseven and Kira. 

But Barrel Of Hope, the most fancied of 
Eyre’s four .runners, railed to make the frame in 
die days feature race — the Worthington 
Spring Mile. 


Onefourseven, twice successful on the aIl-> 
weather last November, produced a deter¬ 
mined effort to land the Town Moor Handicap 
over 21* miles. Sent to the front by Tyrone 
Williams two furlongs out the four-year-old 
was headed, by Noufari soon after but fought 
back inside the last to win fry lengths. 

.. Kira, ridden by Roddy Lappin. had 2 h 
lengths to spare over Safio in the Manaline- 
Sdocomb Handicap over six furlongs. 


RESULTS FROM YESTERDAY’S THREE MEETINGS 


Doncaster 


Qdng: good to frm 

1.30 (Sf) I. Jaeksrin (M Fenton. 6-11 2. 
Lad Smiti (7-4 lav): 3. Pink Ticket (9-1) 9 
nan. Hd. ittl. B RothmaH. Tote £8 40. 
ei.70. Cl. 10. £2.70 DF £7.90 Trio 
£20.10. CSF: £16 43. 

2M(2m2tl 1, Onefourseven [T WSfcams. 
9^: 2. Noufari {11-2); 3. Master Food- 
broher (0-1). Marie Conbinrilon 11-4 lav. 
10ran. 1 MLa./Eyre Trie E5.40;£180. 
£1.60. £220. DF- £10.80 Tno: £3200. 
CSF: £26.05. TrtcasT £173 02. 

2-35 (60 1. Kira (R Lappin. 12-1); 2. Sate) 
(33-1). 3. Sea-Deer | 6-1 (Mbu): «. So 
rarepri (12-1). Mansab 6-1 jt-tav 22 ran 
2J5L nk. J Evie Trie: £13 70; O 00. £28 90. 
£1.70, £330. DF: £38560. Trio: &MKM. 
CSF: £348.78 Tricast £2.435.13 
a.1Q (1m) t. AitU Dent (M Roberts. 
10-1); a ShharoOa (8-1 (av); 3, Sharp 
Shuffle (10-1); 4, Sandmoor Chembray 
(14-1). 23 ran. *1. hd M Heaton-Efts 
Trie £1370: £390. E2.60. E2.20, £4 50. 
DF; £37.00. Trto: £11120. CSF: £71 7B 
Tricast £786.48. 

340 (1m 2T GOyd) 1. Mttiek (M HOs. 11-4. 
Richard Evans’s nap); 2. Nambucca 
(11-11: 3 Hertaga (B-13 ferv). 8 ran. 4T. 
2»L 0 HKs. Tote: £3.40; £1.10. £1.70. 
£1.10. DF; £13.80. CSF: £2353 
4.10 (70 1. Zaretskf (M Roberts, 7-2): Z 
Ifoa RuBb (5-2 tari; 3 Honourable (12-1) 
8 ran. M. m C BriHan Irie: £5.40. 
£150. £130, £370. DF; £9.70. CSF; 
£1347. 

Jackpot not won (pool of £3707.00 
carried f or ward fra Doncaster today). 
Ptacepofc £m». Ouadpot £1620. 


Newbury 


Going: g oca to him (ch**? co^ei 
gcod (hirdles.) 

130 1 3m l TOyd hiriei 1 Ready Money 
Creek (J Osborne 11-21 2 Absobny 
Equname il 1 -4 fav). 3 Menesomc (7-2) 
14ran 1 ^* 1 . V?' OSfr*erwood Tore £4 60. 
£130. £1 40. £1 90 DF £6 70 Tno 
£950 CSF £13 85 

2.25 (3m ch) 1 Linton Hocks (B Powell. 
6-Sfavl.3H3lchaiTiBoj(M-ei 3 ATribe* 
Valley (17-2/ 5 ran a. 2^r T Thomson 
Jones Trie £320 £130 £120 DF 
£220. CSF £2 79 

3S5 (2m SI hdlel 1 Oinrt Eagle (Jame 
Evans. 31} 2. Lively Encounter (15-8 
(av). 3. Foxes Lad (9-1/ 19 ran NR. Ever 
Blessed. ReJkander 21. hd M Pfce Tore 
£810. £210, £1 40 £300 DF £12 50 
Tno- £19 40 CSF £19 B9 

3.25 (3m ch) 1. Fox Printer (Mr R 
Thornton. 7-4 lav). 2. Ardbrarnan 
(100-301. 3. Rymng Copier (2-1) 7 ran 
181.211 Mrs L Evans Trie £250 £1 40. 
£150 DF £S 40 CSF £7 16 

4M (2m 41 ch) 1 . Tenao 
9 - 4 ); 3 Change The Act (9-2). 3. 
AfttSude ( 2-1 taM). 5 ran. m Ma stet 
Boston 2JH 121. M Plpa Trie £390; 
£160. £340. DF £6.70 CSF £11.33. 
4.35 (2m 110yd hdlel l. Red Raja (j 
Osborne. 2 - 1 ), 2 . FaHy Sharp (13-6 lav) 
3. Province (10-11 4 ran 3itl. 18 P 
Mttchea. Trie £2 BO. DF- £1.80 CSF 
£537 

Ptacepac £17.00. 

Quedpae £14^0. 


Kelso 

Going: good 

140 (2m 21 t~fei 1 Son Of Anshan (J 
Supple. 5-4 lavi. Z 3&C Classic (5-1); 3, 
Clash Cl 5 «tt2s :5-1) 12 ran 20. W Mis 
ASembanrf Trie £1 70: £1.10. £300 DF: 
£10 50 Tno £780 CSF- £633 
2.15 i2m It ri| 1, America n Hero (B 
Swrey 9-11. 3 Mr KrsMn (3-1). 3 Real 
Torse (7-4 laa) 8 ran. a. 3. R AAan Trier 
£640: £1 30. £1 80. £1J50. DF' £2080. 
CSF £2340 

345 \ 2 m Z rs£e) i. Monmie Forte (J 
Raton. 7-1): 3 arfe&t ta f4-i tand: 3 Ow 
Rcoen (10-1) 9 ran. NR: Gcmg pubfic. »l. 
Si J Adam. Trie- £7 60. £200. £100. £300. 
DF. £3620. Tno. El 1650. CSF: £31.44, 
Trees: £25267 

ai5Qm Hch) I. Son Of lris(PMuen. 2-1 
ir-tav) 2 Coqui Lana (4-l(- a Tighter 
Buriger (12-1) Waa:Ferie2-1tt4av.5rsm. 
II. IX. Mrs M ftaay Trie: £320: £1.10. 
£210. DF’ £5.70. CSF' £925. . 

3.50 (3m ch) l. J^tene (Mr M Brariioma. 
1-2 taw) 2. Pam jesSss (S-IV a Orange 
Regusa fll-2) 5 ran 71 1'JL J Huries. 
Tote- £150 £1.10. £1 W. DF. EIJ60CSR 
£350. 

430 (2m 6f 110WJ (x£e) 1. Cash Bor R4 
Snran. 14-17 2. Major Haris (12-1); 3, No 
Btenrads r9-21 Deranrte 6-5 tev. 15 ran. 
1W. 31 T Cat. Toe £1850. £?90. £290. 
£2.00 DF £4750. Trac £26940. CSF; 
£152.49. 

4.50 <2m a HCyd htSe) 1. Mister Ross (A 

DctJbm 7-4 fan). 2. Jus: One OuesSon 
[6-11. a Qrasvenn (7-2). 14 ran. 6. 5L J 
Johnscn Tae. £370 £140. £200. El ia 
DF £14 30 Tro £2740 CSF £1107 
Pteoepac £ 28 . 10 . Quadpat £25,6a 



F. ! 1 


Jukes has 
to miss 
Uangibby 

Point-to-point 
by Carl Evans 

JAMIE JUKES, tiie national 
men’s champion, will not be 
riding this weekend after a fall 
at Erw Lon last Sunday. Jukes 
said: “I’m bruised but it's not 
sqrious and I should be back 
next week." 

The Welshman’s decision 
not to risk aggravating his 
injury has been made easier 
by the news that Bert La vis. 
Jukes’s main source of rides, 
has been forced to shut down 
his yard because of a virus. 

Their absence diminishes 
tiie card at the Uangibby 
meeting today, although Pip 
Jones will be in action and 
could ride Lucky Ole Son, who 
becameher hundredth winner 
in points last Sunday. 

Chilipour misses the men’s 
open because of firm grouncj 
while Riverside Boy is an 
absentee for the same reason, 
but also because of a bereave¬ 
ment in the Crow family. 
Sheila Crow's mother, Alice 
Edwards, 91, owner of tiie 
good mare Scally Muire. died 
on Thursday. 

The Crows have no runners 
today, but will take a strong 
team to the Sir Watkin W3- 
Ham Wynn's meeting tomor¬ 
row. Stepaside Boy could 
prove the pick. 

The ground may be drying 
out bat it will certainly be 
fresh for the Hrurworth meet¬ 
ing. which last raced at 
Hutton Rudby 13 years ago. 
Little used turf is also on offer 
at Siddingtdn where the Vale 
Of White Horse meeting is 
tiie sole fixture cadi season. 
Julian Pritchard has hopes of 
a winner on Bishops Island. 

Peter Craggs takes over 
from the suspended Andrew 
Parker on Sayin Nowt at the 
Duke of Bucdcnch's fixture. 

the mare, a CattaS hunter 
chase winner, this fixture 
could stage the race of tiie day. 

TODAY'S MEETINGS: CamMdgoshtoi at 
ratoon, 4m west of raca 

); Crawtey & Horahsm. Parham, 4m S 
of Pufeofooeh (130); Duke at 
Buedwch 1 *, fetes W W of Kabo 
l.oq; HmworBi ti Huttni Rudby, 4m Wof 
yWestey (1330); Lunfftoa KBwoftfiy. 2m 
N of Tauwodc (1.00): Uangibby, Htmich. 
2ra W Of.Qwpstow (13*); Mancb 
Fsrnira. Castta rtCwntort,SmN of FrtsSiSy 
n-OCfl; VWH, Sddrtoton. 2m S of 
Orancstiri (130); Wtarii, Badbury fteica. . 
4m NW of VWmbdme (!.«». TOMOfBKWC 

IM Damn, Chat St Mar/, 7m E of Beater 

~));Sr WWWyrvT* Eaton HhJ. 4m So< 
fiaftM; South WokL BrocMeady 
Parf<, 8m W o/Grtrotiy (300). - 
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gA ONG: RAMSDEN-TRAiNED HOPE HAS RIGHT CREDENTIALS FOR DONCASTER’S LINCOLN HANDICAP 

Hawksley Hill can scale the heights 

D..n_— - ^ LBRUDmmciSAC 


By Richard Evans 
Racing correspondent 

JACK RAMSDEN, one of the 
most successful punters in the 
land, is not given to shouting 
from the rooftops about fan¬ 
cied horses but he believes 
Hawksley Hill has a cracking 
chance in the Worthington 
Lincoln at Doncaster today. 

Trained by his wife, Lynda, 
who sent out High Premium 

to win this mile handicap in 

1993. Hawksley Hfll did not 
stop progressing last season. 


Nap: HAWKSLEY HILL 
(3.40 Doncaster) 

Next best MUe High 
(5.15 Doncaster) 

Richard Evans landed a 40-1 double 
with his nap, Mithak (ti-4), and 
Artful Dane (10-1) at Doncaster 
yesterday. 


winning the first of six handi¬ 
caps on his seasonal 
reappearance. 

Two of those successes came 
over Newmarket's straight 
mile, including the final of the 
Rothmans series when he was 
value for much mare than his 
comfortable Imgth and a half 
victory, having had to tack 
over to the stands' rail. 

Indeed, had he enjoyed a 
better draw in his previous 
race, the Cambridgeshire, he 
would have gone very close. 
His progressive form and 
physique suggest he could 
make up into an even better 
four-year-old and the prepara¬ 
tion for die first big handicap 



The blinkered Artful Dane lands the Worthington Spring Mile Handicap at Doncaster yesterday 


of the new Turf Flat season 
increases confidence. 

“Hawksley Hill has done 
plenty of work and looks 
great We have not had a 
racecourse gallop, but there is 
a very gpod place where we 
can take them to and he has 


been going really well," 
Ramsden said yesterday. 

“There have been no set-, 
backs and the preparation has 
gone smoothly. He looks pret¬ 
ty sure to run well and you can 
ride a race on him. Basically, 
he never runs a bad race. He's 


a tough horse and likes the 
bustle of big handicaps in big 
fields." 

A low draw has been an 
advantage in recent years and, 
with La Petite Fusee, Barossa 
Valley and Whittle Rock 
drawn towards the far side. 


there should be plenty of pace 
for Hawksley Hall in stall six. 
An interesting statistic is that 
four of the past ten winners — 
Stone Ridge, Our Rita, Fact 
Finder and Star Of A Gunner 
— have all been drawn six. 

The form of Kuala Lipis's 


maiden success at York last 
term has worked out well and 
the Paul Cole-trained runner 
ran a sound trial on the all- 
weather a fortnight ago. How¬ 
ever, a high draw may be a 
disadvantage to him, along 
with Kala Sunrise, Rockforce 
and Pusey Street Girl. At 
around 9-1. Hawksley HID 
looks worth a bet 

Away -from the gaze of the 
television cameras, the ap¬ 
pearance of MHe High in the 
Selby Maiden Stakes (5.15) 
wifi appeal to backers who 
prefer the shorter-priced 
“good thing" variety of bet 

On his second and final 
start last term, the Mick 
Channon-trained runner did 
particularly well at Goodwood 
to finish half a length behind 
In Command, the subsequent 
Dewhurst Stakes winner, with 
five lengths back to the third. 

Channon is in no doubt that 
the Puissance colt is “very 
good indeed” and although he 
holds a 2,000 Guineas entry 
the trainer feels today's trip of 
six furlongs is ideal. It will bea 
disappointment if he fails to 
get off the mark today. 

Newbury is one of Nicky 
Henderson's favourite haunts 
and he looks to.have every 
chance of improving on Ms 
good track record by winning 
the second division cif the Final 
Novices* Hurdle (355) with 
Gassy Lad. 

The winner of three races in 
New Zealand, including twice 
over ten furlongs last year, he 
finished 13 lengths fifth behind 
Sanmartino on his hurdling 
debut at Kempton four week 
ago. That form looks better 
than anything else on show. 



2.00 Classy Oeo 
2.30 Rainbow Rain 
3.00 Craigtevar 


THUNDERER 

3.40 Hunters Of Brora 

4.15 Sheer Danzig 
4.45 Venture Capitalist 

5.15 Mile High 


Ths Times Private Handlcapper's top rating: 
3A0TUMBLEWSDRIDQE. . . 

Our Newmarket Correspondent 3.00 CRAIGIEVAR (nap). 
3.40 Sky Dome. 4.15 Sheer Danzig. 


GOING: GOOD TO ARM 
TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


SIS 

DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE 


2.00 

(2-Y-O: £37485: SOW&nas) « 

101 (4) CAPINN BMW If Boty) W 6 U Toner B-9- DSwaoByp) - 

10? (131 MIKA'SBOLBttflltaMNTWteM-ftoTekUr - 

103 111) tfH6GMS(T WMIs) R Boss 8-7--— . L Detail - 

I'M (13| JMDORE&sAJavklAJavaMM - -WRy» - 

tffi (It)) RISING OF THE MOOM (Mbs L Regis) R Hanoi 8-5-PalEddey - 

IIS (2) UW6ST0NE(Sy«PaS*B}C0ewM-- DRUeOtie - 

107 (8) SM1S (B Wafers Ctatag) M Bom* 84- . Paul Eddery - 

108 11) IWHSARETS DANCER (G Wltf C 9nM 8-3-ACWt - 

109 (7) WRJ» SWITCH yA*»)DNId»fcM.-- knWWfcpl - 

110 (141 NOBLE SAW (Rptfota Associate) T EfittAf ®-3--JO*n - 

Til 15] CUSSYGLEO(VtaAKax)RHanoiB-1- DmeOTM - 

. 113 (0) CAROL GRMES U Erinw) J Moon 7-13-RRrwditf) - 

113 (3) BMMBHAU BLA0E (Ciwn Sated) Khoy 7-12-ItatnDaywp) - 

114 IS) ORB.HRL(0Maloney)PB«a7-12.. -.—.JFEgan - 

BETTWa 4-15-1 Stag «I)* Mon 6-1 Capote Brat*. 7-1 D' 8-1 Ctcsy Utn. 9-1 often 

1996 KMGSM6ER 84 T Own (B-21 M.Omon 13 on 


2.30 MARCH HANDICAP (3-Y-0: £4,110:70 (22 runners) 

201 (111 265400- MUJOM 142 (F) (J Gahsn) R Hrttoriaal 9-7 ..F Lynch (3) 96 

30Z (4) 84211-T ffFEHVtSCSSGE 79 (p.6) (Gold Busts StrtasiM R Hmn 9-5 One 0Tfc* 98 

m 113) 221640- RUDE AWAKMN6 18B (F) (W Ml) C Futurt 9-4-R Cochran 86 

304 (2) 341220- BLA2NS CASTLE221 IF) (VkD WetxJ&l WSH Timer9-3 DMcfirfh (7) 93 

205 (SI 43052- RA9«WRAW 158(M«Mataun)MJahnsiw9-2- JITtowr 97 

206 (6) 250144 (QWT fiBKBBB? 17 (C0 fJBM) ff Baton RwtfPEwi 9-3 JFEgai » 

207 h) 331-432 N0WRE MR W»UY 52 pa (UnCMcPM)E«tan 9-2 98 

298 (311 3n-625 ULTRABOT57. - SOmw W 

309 (10) 021100- DOUBLE GOLD 192 (D.F.G) W Eriwf*-) BMedian8-13- MTetittal B0 

310 (20) 41604)0 A BREEZE30 (FJ (Ifera Pislen] DMorris6-1?- Wtoy 93 

211 (19) 2256*1 TMKBtBfrL 7 (V.0-S1 p Jwwrai) W »** Mi -- - - JW 85 

212 (22) SZ3233- SHOBABOTAfiAW 163 (IfeC Hrtwy) M WEcwliy 8-tl. 1TOrti S3 

213 (31 0031-0 JWMJWE-TWO 7B (BF£) (R WTrtfes) R W«*a M- ®1 

214 ffl 020- HJllfltW 144(1* SMB) MrtllftrateM . -. - -- y £ 

215 (17) 01-5301 LA00LCE VITA 19 (D,G) (S WwM)T Bam.84). WB '“ rt ?SJD 2 

?16 (18) 3100- LEVELLED 147 (G) M- - « 

217 (15) 0626- SHARE DBJGHT85(AMortal) B WUs 8-6--- --ffl 

?18 (5) 0040- imPPArai34ftteHCm)*rtJ tonata>B4-.. -- - 

219 (16) 432050- JACK RUSH 152 (0 Snriti) B Mtaejl 8-4 . -..91 

220 (14) 056- 80LLM IBHRY197 (N Wssttra*) 1 Easntiy B-3. J Craol 86 

Ztl (7) 38420&- RW LAD 166 R J few «---.kiTlJ—airt 

222 (12) 036- IVORY DAWN 223 (DMn) A h«r» 9-2- MrtnOwyofl) 87 

flEnWG0-t &CNBUNX. 7-1 Smteggadsosn. MMwsoPrt.Rwta.Rrt. Share OeAan. ’0-11*>« 
J 1996: SUALTACH 9-1 L DeBon 116-1) R Hotlhrtad 14 on 


3.00 GAINSBOROUGH SPRING CONDmONS STAKES _ 

(3-Y-0: £5.840:1m) (12runnefs) 

301 (5) 152330- PELHAM 156 IF.G) (0 Lude-SmBh) R Unon B-3_ Dm 0THI B0 

302 (11) 1- POSHDCN 186 [Cl (AJJetarcrtc SftLj M 9-3 . Pmi 6fcfcy - 

303 (8) 1-1 HAYiS WAY 44 (0.G) [A Ward) T Mb 9-1 __S Satan 88 

304 O) 12- «OW(SPAmC311 (C.G)(FWGMTurns9-1-- TSfHta S3 

305 (9) 412- DANEUME154 (lal |MTains) NQfla^an 8-13-PsaEdrty' 96 

306 (12) 2-1(021 FOOT BATTAU0N 14 (D.6) (J A KMKtad B-13_F Lynch (3) 95 

307 (ID) 1- KANDSOiC RCGE 134 (CJ5) (PM PromolionM J Sosdai 8-13 . . LMnl 93 

(2) 51- MUSALSAL 144 (D.G) tM A) Mataum) B Hills 8-13_U Ms 86 

(1) 411- CRAJSVAR 142 (F^) jO AsseilJ J Fandiar B-it - DHsiisoi B 


306 

309 

310 
31! 
312 


(4) 131210- JBTREY ANODBWED 124 (C/.G.5) K UcWfle 8-11 . . 


.JFEgan 96 


(7) 12K3 aOLLftfT/17(G7Rtertscszva)PKeUeway6-71_KFrts? 93 

(6) 02421- P0LARFU6HT 133 (Ca5) OLWSitan Prtws) U Jortctai 8-11 JWNMr 91 
BETTW& 3-1 Handsome ftdge. 4-1 Uuasal 5-1 Pol* FUgW. 11-2 Owrt*. 6-1 hto Sprt. 12-1 
Cmgtaa. 16-1 oBm 

1996: ACHARfC 8-n 9 Doyle (7-2) C Bntam 5 no 

FORM FOCUS 


P0S8D0N bee taporefir 11 m Sana icaden a 
Sat Sin (B. gonfi. QANETME besi dte7 teat 
hdta Brae l»l ■ 5-flnra: n agra a sterastle 
(61. good) oo peatares sirL FOOT BATTALION 
QeA Sabcd HI in 6-nroer ca rJ l JS aa £ V,;l- 
valmplin |AW. 1m iCOyd' HMOSOf.ts RIDGE 


beat Worti dad 11 n 20-rune mitan hoe (71. 
scW) UUSAlSAl6u)WeMa2W>a1Swma 
rustler at Le icB la (lm, good) POLAR FUQTT 
teal Stfiera* *61 in 16-nrBW msden am coua 
xH Sctsra (sfli 
SeteJtQm LIUSALSAL 


3.40 WORTHINGTON LINCOLN HANDICAP 

(£42.955; 1m) (24 ranners) 

401 (111 23320- RUSSIAN MUSIC 149 iF> rSi.trn rs/.«i Ua 5 Fttai 4-9-10 D Hdhnd 

402 (22) 22124- GRAND UUSICA161 iG| d.fetn 3i i Balding 4-8-13. L Osnori 

403 |9) 0100-12 ICW canusw U iCD 3PJ.G) aaousmi 0 BcWH 5-8-12 AJ« GIB3«S 

404 (151 20(2300- ROVWSWNSraa 320 ICD.F.G5) B UAUhon 64-11 ... R Codirane 

405 (IE) 440-222 SABOT 1> |BFn (6 Asstf' C H'r«n 4-8-10. .. DMeKeown 

406 HI ^4043-2 DUSTED FEATURE 24 IFl p Jwmstni J ScsgiU 4-8-10. MHfc 

4 W (7) 500060- STONE Rffl&E 132 IC0.7.S) BSJrs C Himngtnr>> B Hannon 5-8-9 Daw 07W 
403 119) 4-63423 PATER HOSTS 14 (G1.G.S1 (Ne» (/«»: J S tans 8-8-9 -- 5 SandMS 

409 (Si 2S2510- HAWKSLEY MU. MO (DI.S) (P Uonsari Mr- J tenstta W . J Foa« 

410 [23) 011005- SKY DOME 140 'D.f.iJl iU® 0 Mr*an) M loflrtms 4-8-7 M Henry (3) 

411 fin 0033BO- HUNTERS OF SRtJHA 208 (D.P^1 (R GrtOxsj J fenair 7-8-6. _ . . Jffe*l 

412 (IB) 006401- KAUk SWUaSE 1M (0i.G) IS'Utdmn) C Smtf'4-W . . jFEgm 

413 (B) 160610- WWTTlf ROCK 203 Rating) Ah Ulkvelei 4-86 K Daley 

414 (?11 5418-4 KUALA UPIS 14 (0.6) (A Saf.i ? GeW 4-M . T law 

415 |13) 401163- ALAMHN 260 IBF.6) IH De "nvainKhl W Hajjat 4-8-5 .. K F*n 

416 120) 1101V ROCKFORCE S89 )0/j (0 Mrtj M CTawfln 5-8-5 . Pa Edday 

417 14) 1/50003- HJUBIEWcEU WD6E 145 (Bx Si 2 Ueetan 4-8-5.. . M TebWt 

418 (2fl 0013- PIKYSTREFTGRL375(G) 1C Soslfy *4-5 .. HPwlwn 

419 n«l 061001- HAZARD A GUESS 163 ICE&8) 0 MOtaS 7-9-4 lora Want (7) 

420 (2) 210210- NEIAIYES7 ?17 IO.Fj i? Green) N tdttf 5-8-3 .. . C tear 

421 (121 23211-6 BAROSSA VAliEY 60 IE) (C Wilson) P fiuto 68-2 0 Swsnay (51 

43 (5) 100070 CAR3URT0N 2? |B££S» (B Fan) J Oo'fl 4-8-2 . . . G Carter 

423 (10) 160860 1AUUS19 (D.F) iM SuM; SeOtemsui 1 &mon 4-8-2 . 0 Hanson 

424 (3) 311030- IA PETITE FUSEE 151 [F,6,S) iM 5nomi R O Suflirai 6-8-1 . JBramW(5) 

BfTTWfi: S-1 Hwttlfii Hiii 9-; lamm ;D-‘ Wuuci ijaia Igm Caflinr. S-y Dome. TimWewwd 
Rtdge 12-1 fwmg W<rcaei 16-' PK«tcia fiussiin Unc 20-1 UrtJtren. Wl'de Rrt 25-1 rtheis 

1996 STCNE RIDGE tern OVrt 133-v 3 Harm 24 on 

FORM FOCUS 


RUSSIAN MUSIC nest Oor lij jrti ol 14 to 
Prince Baba m 2Cpieni« cartmore; rate a tea* 
/lm goad! on Qenuiunts* sal FWVWS MN- 
STRLL be Mon Jboul 2^13id ot 14 m Taaa m 
taaka p a ItmmfM l7t guwJ In Amu Ap 96 
HAWKSLEY H91 bef Vfcgh Prmwr, IM m 27- 
rurtna ftasicap si Kev.mjrta nm goodi KALA 
SUWUSE W Ws Pal L.I ir. 10-nawo iiartwap 


J tan 11 m. goad) tritti GRAND MUSCA 13b 
bate ofll ini i SI Kh 
ROCKFORCE KeM eflort tea Mra« fn Eya net* 
n 6-nave (sfKteo a Bpon dm it good to firm) 
cn penui urate slal 

TUMBtEWEHl ROGE II 3rd ol 4 la Irbshnuom 
m wnritoom race a laces (71. oocdl 
Selection ROVING UJHSTRfi. [napj 


4.15 


MIDLAND COPYING DONCASTSISHIHJ) _ 

CONDITIONS STAKES (£7,30* 1m 4f) (7 runners) 

501 (2) 1/lOD- PDOSKCnm COVE 265 (GgS) (Saacai ftafflQ) J Fton* 4-0-0 G Bsrtfnrt 

502 0) 0- (7ttl-Y0 142 (N Vtoey) J DU 7-8-12_ GEWSeW 

503 (3) 0006-02 UAJOft CHANGE 17(F) (TwinOneP*Dnns)li#a6Krttany 5-8-12 OHnfcad 

504 W 132520- SeEROANZJG 133 fF.6) [RAmM)» Amato®5*-12_- . .. L Qatari 

505 (7) 0/33124- DESERT MOUNT AN 12J (0.G) N Cataghan 4-8-10_ FUEdday 

506 (5) 060000- NQR71ERH DftLtlS 159 (Herm (feong/ N SaKajr 4-8-10-T Sfrts 

507 (51 224126- WtLAWAWER 189 (S) (MAI ttttani) B Hb *4-10-UHtl 

BETIMG: 11-10 WttMstar. 7-2 Prospecra's Coe. 9-2 9vet Dvng. 81 Desan Uouttn 10-1 trtev 

1996: JITYUSH 4-9-4 W Cason (81) B Hlls 6 ran 

FORM FOCUS 


PROSPECTOR'S COVE bed efiori find Pnnce 01 
My Hon 161 or 7-narai condMons aca at 
Kenyan (lm % poo®. Ap 96. MAJOR CHANGE 
HI M ol 8 to AJbafu m taitf cap M Wdvartsarp- 
ton [AW. 1m 41). SHffil QAN8G best aOort 1141 
2nd ol 2Q to Bettor Ote n hnfiop N Ascol (lm 


41. Don!) nr perutorale aaL DESERT MOUN¬ 
TAIN 51 4& ol B to Song 01 The Smsd to comfi- 
bon race a Ho sca raron [lm to. good to firm). 
WBAWANDBt 115416tod 11 to Shrtnu n gw 
I SI here (in N 132yd. good to tom) 
SetedtoK PROSPECTOR'S COVE 


4.45 CAMMIDGE TROPHY 

(Listed race: £12^75; H) (B ruiners) 

601 (1| 161802- PASS50NFORLR154 QLE£) (0 Wain) GLents4-9-7-- PaiEddny 

502 16) 022300- VWTURECAPrTAU5T2l1 (D.f£)(WSms)0MdWBM-7 AtoxGitaves 

603 (Ei 064111- ASTRAC120 (OLF£.S) (l BmbdI) Mss G Kataoy 89-5 — OHofcnd 

604 14) 203200- EASY DOLLAR211 (BJ3J.G) (B Gubby) B Gubby 89^- ACM 

605 (2) 000525- IONS OF PBKJ16S (D/,G) (L Fusil A JMs 89-2 ■ --WJCTCam 

606 (7) 11A1610- KA/AL APPLAUSE 196 (CDJJi) (M Al Martin) B Hit 4-9-2-M MBs 

607 PI 032054- WARMNGTINE 239 (DJ,G) IF WTfcoi) B MeSai4-9-2- MTCtaW 

608 (51 100108 PATSY GRMES 175 (D,F,G£) (J Ermesl J Man 7-811-LDeBOri 

SfTTWG. 7-4 ftssan For Ufc. 5-2 Royal AppUce. 5-7 VanJai CapSjIst 81 kasc. 8) triim 

1998 RRE DIME 4-82 R Itotfns (11-1) R IMun B rai 

FORM FOCUS 


PASSION FOR ure 1*1 2nd al 15 to fester 
Aerial to frjed race to Nnwnrtel (64, gaodl 
VENTURE CAPITALIST bed total 61 7» d 30 to 
Coastal 6iu£ in tanSaf to GotxAwod (St, good to 
firm) on penufitoaie tel wfe ASTRAC (>8fe 
worse off) 9rf( KMl ASTRAC beto Uia» U i n 
listed race to Emy I U. voy sofl) EASY DOLLAR 
best rtart neck 2nd (ri 16 to Jayarrpu <n feted 


race to N— M (SLgeod to tore) Jul 96. tott 
VBITWE CAPnALBr^ft bttar oB)MI 3m 
NNG OF PERU best eSul m W to UktaigH 
But to oanttiKs race to Hmffion (BL good to 
sd) on pntNnWe sM ROYAL APAAU5E beto 
Rtcsttn Sevnito red in onctljonj race to ftweas- 
to (61. good to tom) on u en u to mto e start. 
Sfitorttoc ROYAL APPLAUSE 


5.15 


93 


SELBY MAIDEN STAKES (3-Y-Q: £3,525:6f) (8 runners) 

(81 0224- CADEAUXQd176(NBnrane)BHiBi80_ Mtt 

(5) cm.wAVRfn(RCteTBiuvraaw)- . - GDuffWd - 

ID 00 ICATHYARDS FLIGHT B (L Mcagm) R HoKtabad 9-0-... WRy» - 

(7) 42- ABLE UGH234 (Itoygrt Ltd)M Churn80 PtiEdtey fg 

(Z) PROMNBn [Pbilrunfertg)Mn JRanjdenM)--JFortme - 

(6) 242500- TTC6AYFQX 142[GWu0a)BMd*tan4-C-RCoctesne 97 

(4) 34- Wfli)SKY 123(GeldPartneR)MHertn-Qfe9-0- . . SOnwne SB 

(3) 0- SlflfTMRACLE 196 (M War) M Bed 8-9- UFanton 83 

BETTNG: 2-1 Mir ttyt. S-4 Cadraa dm. 5-1 The Gay Fi*. 7-1 Wta Sfe, B-) Pntamnt 10-j tries 
1996: GREBl BARRIES 9-0 J Wesra (4-1 tw) Al Jctatan IS ran 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

NBattage 
R Anretrang 
MtscGhtotowy 
JGosden 
P Cole 
9 rtfe 


Wires 

firs 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Whan 

fete 

* 

3 

10 

300 

DHotond 

9 

47 

191 

10 

39 

2S.6 

l Dettori 

35 

1ST 

T6L7 

G 

26 

ai 

um 

26 

151 

172 

29 

130 

223 

Cfesar 

3 

19 

ISM 

10 

S5 

182 

WRY* 

19 

121 

15.Y 

25 

142 

17.6 

5 Sautes 

6 

39 

154 



1.15 Senor B Be&utti 
1.46 Mim-Lou-And 

2.15 River Bay 


THUNDERER 

2.50 Song Of The Sword 
3.20 Red Branch 
3.55 JOHN DRUMM (nap) 
4.30 Hams Croft Star 


GOING: G00P TO RRM (CHASE COURSE); GOOD (HURDLES) 


SIS 


1 


(£6,853:3m) (4 runners) 

1 5PS611 SftORa.BETWm 16(F^SHSNart){rtSNa08-li-l3 - 

2 511-255 VAUAKT W'ARRfOT35 

, 3 si 

aeWG. M1-UGBatfftyflMJCfttota;ran 


JOsbame 91 
. RSanily ® 
Dfedgwtoa 8» 
C Llewelyn 90 


FORM FOCUS 


S9HR B. BETRtrrn usto Hw»» Yadh i? 
S-ium tomSrap cteD a 


tad) VALVWl 1WWM1 mw BTW1 


6. PYH R)UR 10) 3rd 0) 
r io Ctoreh Ite m handra chase to Stated 

“ DAra»IM««VE?8»-Wo , 9'o 
fa Wtogs m han*ap dase al Ftoenham (3m 

^TsENOft a BamTTI 


1,45 UM80lfiINHANDJeAPHUK)L£ 

(£4.884:2m 11^d)lBnwffl5) 

KT1WG- 3-1 ftnte. 4.,» SA M VtoMcw^ri 6-1 Adme* fe, fl 
“ hBS 1996: KWGSFOL0 Kt MI-«OS** frU » ««« 11 * 

form focus 


XABtaium m 
DB ndgwaw 9i 
. JOstane W 
M RThonmn [51 97 
TJttojtoy 96 
. M A FBrgNtod * 
. ASSraOi ® 
jCulMv 94 


jeto AmUesfito 3i m 14- 

zmmggm. 

w»» *£*?sa m 


KADAStBDfbefletott 


vSSLm SUC (16& wa efl) 2» Ml PW 


icZt~^ umi m orate y Sdagfflh Top 


ESTAL bed dflort bea) Bt'iwjr 

lumfinn tifdK al OwteftMn 12m l 1 . 9 ct ** 1 “* 

WMPOUR 4b«n 2W1« N 4 to 
] /v Par m OT* J!) flow* a Th«ki 
IS ji rwvSi mSToCLAND afioul cd 11 

JafciSSf» r Mac 




Mdteftum Lass 


2.15 HQECHST ROUSSa VET PANACUR BF MARES 
NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE (Final £10.502 2m 51) (11 nmrs) 

1 3-21122 POTTER'S GAL£ 35 (F.G SHJ fwert C* Nntafeai 8l?-0 . . Mr R Thorton (5) W 

2 2142 POOLING 1>€ FACTS 2i (Bf,S) (Mr. t Rtterfc) N Henoeran 6-11-10 M A Ftegettod ® 

3 3-PlWi WWVEiTA QUEEN 16 rDF S) i)mje*a Lei) 0 Sriracod 811 -8 JOsbone 88 

4 1-12F41 LUCIA HWTE «<f G) iMn i Faimei) f B*lcj 6-H-8 COTAuvei 90 

5 33-0213 RNER BAY 52 (S) i^wtiitflC Mia H Kj»gN 6-11-5 JCutoty 85 

6 38041 fANTASV LINE iSl T-tt r Swrtcti P lYebMi 6-11-2 .. . A Thornton 87 

7 1313 BlAA VOGUE 22 (S)'.rnetnVogue PannetfwuR flora 7-11-0 OOSaliwar 68 

8 P31-O10 0A13Y DAYS 2-1 (G.Sl (The Sun Pumers i?>u6.i J Howard JoFnan 7-10-12 A S SfrtUl 89 

9 01-145 GAYE FAf4EW(fcS|iHCranm)* 8**e. 6-*0-(2 . . SUdteK BB 

10 62-0002 U3CH NA REAL 10 <5 rjntoeri C Moilotl 5- lO-Ci . . . CLtewtUyn 86 

M 0J-P200 JOY FOR LIFE es.Ihe c»flB CMttft&xqrtrlOJt XAHan(7) 92 

long hantocap A> u* 8-iC 

BETIMG. 'W hnw •. i 'at 4-: Fiaiiing The fiat-. 5-1 Oueffl 81 Faosy bne. 7-1 Luca Fane. 8-1 
Diva &>y >0-1 tire f«rw »;.1 tiiheit 

1996 0MU ROSE 6-10-0 P Crteny itt-u M 9¥npsrt 19 m 

FORM FOCUS 


P0TTBTS GALE bea rtton l^l 2nd ol 12 to 
g&nboom Shuttle n tuntooe ftwdle to OWwv 
tam Cm 11. flood) on pmiOoiBie sa\ FIDDUNfi 
THE FACTS ?:n 2nd al 13 w Spnraj Double to 
nonce fiurote me wurte and desance (9Wrt la 
sril) WWVFKTA0UEEN«adUdv r*(*9)en85l 
in nonce Ttfdle a Tawcesia <?m 51 soli) LUCIA 


FORTE ban ufly Paa ll*i to mvn hide to 
’ tiinanicn ijn 0. good x» lm). RIVER BAY atari 
5) ’id ot 9 to Scoundel in nonce hunOe to Wtod- 
i& (XT' H goad to fun). DABV nAYS best ettal 
beji Lippv Louse IN tn name ludte to Cartsle 
ijrr, 3) llOvti. aB) di penutonwe Hart. 
Setecliw UJCIA FORTE 


2.50 


FINAL NOVICES HURDLE (Dft l B.1W 2m 110yd) (19 runoem) 

066 BAilYHANTER 49 <P Buneii M Maranew MI-7 . R GtoiBV 71 

0 BON U'U 50 iHit Htssdtn Pm«) J briKieS 5-1' 7. 1 teYBJ - 

000-QPP DON'T HU® IF I 00 60 IH) |Un. J AdflKBi P Wetef 6-11-7 A Ttanter 50 

£2-fi GET REAL 22 iP-Mfr Mta-Treannsin n rttmwwn 6-11-7 M A RCgeitod ® 
0-00404 1 RECAU 21 Ofl (Ur. S Cofllesloncj P Hwert 6-11-7 
35 KEEN Bffi 1? is Seen Uis l Fttteur t n-' 

OP 1*0 MATTER 60 A CoopHl R Row Mi-7 
0U PEALWGS 37 ■(, Huamd) 6 Hubtud t"-: 

PEERS FOLLY ilna runougha) Ifc*. H frigdr 7-11-7 
RIPARtUS 21tf iUr, D BUcMnsm P WttMi 6 U- J 
526M5 SWAN STREET II Iff) (Slanted Bndgp P^-i r - l*sit frtT-7 

5 TARRAG0H 685 I? itfi 0 iietwtoa 7-11-7 
0? CULLIK 15 ;5 2rartai| 9 Gnirti 5-11-2 

IAS AM MAS 945F (B) (9 i*W K thrtprt <-”•? 

UO UZBJM 112 IA Cejneni J Fei 5-11-i 
00 HSAH 22 ttid) lurf iVebbol C 3wK --'C U 
34 QUALITY 16 |BF) (C OCattotoi ' rtate 4-iMJ 

6 REGAL SPLHOOUR 16 <Uw S Jo«i » OSulUfln 4-10-13 . 


S Mrftatf 70 

M Ricttaflfc 80 
0 fedgmer - 
Mr R Thornton (5) - 
. JF Tttj - 
R Beteny - 
J Raimi 70 
3 Osborne - 
I J liirpty - 
, B Po»« - 
S Fox - 
C 0 Dwyer 63 
. G Tormey ® 

_____ D Q-Sufcai - 

SONG Or ThTswOBD 17ff (uiT'-ic.i WArtl J DM 4-10-13 C ItowWyn - 
BETTWG r.-i isig <f '■> V.*c Judin, C-i Gel F« e -' •'-c^ic (8-17jrragw. P»: Wly. 73-» 

iritw 

1996 DREAM ROs i-ii-J a rtawa^ i‘-; !<„ u Mctete 12 ran 


3.20 MARCH NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3.493 3m -S) (7 runnsrsi 

i : 13082 W9UY5 CHOICE IS (SI lil v^a.' A AW ' 11 1) 

-'SPRB.b TO GLORY 7 IF.G* ,A V«Wi ? H*tfWi5 50-lt-Tffl . 

RED BRANCH 4 (D-F.Gi (E cfemnt J fj-'.; e -" 01 £ «>' 


B6 


2 If.<8 42 

? P2U111 __ . .. .. 

4 350153 KM 5 PROMISE 7 (F.G) >G Wanen < rum E lO-M 

5 00-006 MUSIC CLASS 15 ! Ur. : C 

6 FP56P-0 lAGHtfi LAD 43 T.V ' idengitm-Sm.".. '• -raufiKl 8-10-6 
r 0-60? ROOT; N .all -w ?1~ I T r,?*i il-nv. :-;C : 

BtDTWl. £-» Bee M rixe: T. Ai, i- m . *jt-, Pion.; 7-1 LArwr* tmiC* 8-1 lAuit Dxs. 10-1 

jflrmc Tg fli&y ?£-T (jrJT.Ldt 

lO^tUOLRcE 5-il-If- A P Vela,- - 4. f Hot*; 5 ran 


Mi R Tharton (51 

B PMb* - 
. I J Murphy 92 
TOasomilieOl 92 
DBA*er - 
SUcJkrt - 
n&K» @ 
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101 113143 GOOD TIMES 13 (BF,f£S| (Mrs 0 Aotnanl 0 Fltol 12-0. 

(taeanfnuntos Sb-#jot tarn (F — ted P— 
pulled if. U — urcatel rider. 8 — braugN 
dawn S — dipped up. R— reteed. D — 
cfeqiBliGed). Hone's name. Days sines last 
arivig: F 7 flat (B — WWa?s V—rtsm H — 
hood. E —EyesheW C—coursewan«. D — 
team wms CD — corase mid Ateice 


BWW(7) 86 


BF —ritoter teawe In (toad race) 
Going m whidi hotss bx won (F — bm, goad to 
frm. hard G—good S—sofl. good to bA 
twaryl Owner to tntets. Trams Age and 
«tf« Rate plus aiy allotGnz The Tines 
PrKtoe Htorttappei's rating. 


3.55 


FINAL NOVICES HURDLE (Dtv If. £3.148:2m 110yd) (13 rumen,) 

1 44P ABSOLUTE UMft 14 ffl Wooten) J Gifcid 5-11-7. . LAspca(3)f§ 

? 5 CLASSY LAO 28 (M BucUey) N Hendsson 7-11-7 —. MAFteneraW® 

3 410-052 JOHNOffJIM 3Sf&S] (AJerferres) PWtabbsr6-11-7-J03»W 94 

4 FD6 IWCTBUNCK 19<G Tninet) G Items 5-11-7--CtafBThOmef (7) 67 

5 344-5P0 OUT FOR A DUCK24 (Wss S Hapw) KHaynas 6-11-7-WSOoRrt(7) SO 

6 W PALAF1CO 17 Mrs J Watar) P Webbs 7-11-7--- R Many - 

7 REAL MA0U) 2ST <C Wtoi! 6 EfrtgM 6-M-7- . WRTtaOteipj - 

8 0 ROYAL TEAM 56 (LHsI U Wfenson S-11-7._ - DStetfer - 

9 SPECTACLE HU 9F (PSetetf) B Pewce 6-11-7 .Gorion Gabber (7) - 

10 3202 2AMDER17(MisKDuggm)NTwtteFOMK5-11-7- CUsweJyn 84 

If P H0NEY9MN16(tCoops)D(hH«i0«5-11-2- SMdteri - 

12 LUCKY ARCFB) iSBF (Tte RandteefS) P Hottis 4> 10-13-DBfldgw® - 

(3 SADLER'S REALM 2T3F (B Raceip} P Httas 4-10-13_G Tomer - 

BETTTKi 9-4 Jcfin Damn. 4-1 Cbssy tod, 5-1 fimte. 8-1 Sato's Realm. lucfcfArter. 10-1«riW!L 
1989: DREAM KD£ 6-11-7 R Dumoody (5-2 In) D ffctaiar 12 ran 
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SPRING NATIONAL HUNT RAT RACE (£1,320:2m 110yd) (25 nmrws) 

61 COUNTRY BEAU 28 {DJ) (Un J Feoffed) J Khg 5-11-11.MRJdanfc - 

1 HAffttS CROFT STAR 28 (D.6) (fl Nnttanf) D Ndxfcsn 6-11-11 .„ R lfesseyH) - 

31 BESSEBROWE 15JG)mlUibsd) ClUteni5-11-6-WRTharton (5) - 

ANCmetRUW>US(iftsZDak)Citato*F1M- Dftrtlp) - 

B32 BOLD LEAP 21 (Two Benatoigre fan) P Writes 5-11-4-MrAStreUT* - 

0 CATHAY30(R4EHWBra) 1*2JPrtnsi5-11-4-- DUatiy - 

3? DAHErrS CHOICE 36 (M5 bhs) Us Msme-teris 5-11-4. Deo* Byrne 

4 GOIDEHEAGLE 14 (PCMWdJNHsdssfln 5-11-4.-MA 

1CKFCBD 0KEY (F ttegtofl GMortocA£-11-4- --D 

JIET NORUM (J Sufey) hfiss H hngfa 6-11-4---J . . 

ffiljmwiadOTEfcutateUd) 6 Btodtog MU-J Osborns 

MAD HARRY (W l») KBtotey 5-1H-- B OTM 

REBALSPRWyGnsOKBtolnrMX---S HCHe* 

M.VS) TREASURE (N 1ftgM)UsUJms5-11-4 --. UlM 

4 WAR PAW7 ® (Autrtof Engsarine) Mrs J Para) 5-11 -4-WrG&mes. 

VW5TUNG fflJFUS(ReArytmadFartosS*)] NTastontteiesMI-4.. CMtete 

CIA* fWSSfl Smart) DBanrti MO-13.--..-.fHpfey 

GLEVUU (bbs J PwbUI N TnrtOhDmes 5-10-T3. -CLtorirtyn 

HACK ON (Mrs A Saxbrt] P Hobbs MM3—..6TtfJW 

PHAR BFTTHt OFF (Mrs J Bain] J MdDns 6-10-13 -. ... - S Cst* 

BROWJOSHY (8 L Racing) Us J Pft* 4-10-10..—- J/ T*f 

3 JUTS QUEST 65 y Wtatei) P Hrtis 4-10-1D —.... DBMMtf 

ZA&UB(POnrel6Thswr4-lD-lO----, BPt/MI 

KASYIJE QUEST 14 (A Paton) R Dttan 4-10-5 ...XAi2puni[7) 

o Macfte) Us J Cert 4-KK5.— - TKffli 


B: 


W(Y tEADBi (Us D Marita) Us J Cert «-il» 

BFITie: 3-1 Corny Bsl 4-1 few Cn* Star. 5-1 HU Pm. B-i fiohfcn Ea^e. Jb» Hum, UM Urns 
1999 FRENCH HOLY MI-8 K Whebn (Ewtt to) F UorpBqr« Bn 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 
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Rm 

% 

JOCKEYS 
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IfcJ Cecil 

3 

5 

E0.0 

T Kerri 

3 

S 

600 

D ItidiQlrtd 

30 

115 

261 

J Qstiora 

40 

151 

265 

QSHercood 

16 

fib 

246 

DFartJ 

3 

13 

231 

D ElEworth 

11 

5! 

2t.fi 

Pfefto L . 

13 

66 

19.7 


Hamilton Silk 
primed for 
smooth success 


NEWBURY 

BBCI 

1.15: Valiant Warrior is the 
best-handicapped horse 
judged on last season's form 
but has been out of sorts this 
term, like many of his stable- 
mates, and this is his first 
attempt at three miles. Pyr 
Four ran well behind 
Church Law an his first start 
for Graham McCourt since 
leaving Ireland, but is not- 
always the best of jumpers 
and these stiff fences may 
find him out. With Darren 
The Brave lllb out of the 
handicap, the in-form Senor 
El Betratti looks the safest 
bet. He will relish the small 
field and fast ground. 

1.45: Hamilton Silk was just 
getting into the picture in the 
County Hurdle when a mis¬ 
take two out ended his 
chance. Previously, he had 
been a good second to Make 
A Stand here in the Tote' 
Gold Trophy and Martin 
Pipe's runner should have 
foe race run to suit with the 
front-running Kadastrof in 
the field. Forestal has shown 
improved form since being 
ridden with more restraint, 
and won a competitive 
handicap at Cheltenham be¬ 
fore finishing a good fifth in 
the Imperial Cup. He repre¬ 
sents the main danger. 

2.15: Fiddling The Facts 
looks best-in at the weights 
but all her form is on soft 
ground. She was a shade 
disappointing behind Spring 
Double here three weeks 
ago. Potter's Gale was run¬ 
ner-up to Boardroom Shuffle 
at Cheltenham two starts 
ago, which gives David 
Nicholson’s runner sound 
claims. However. Lucia 
Forte, proven over foe trip 
and on fast ground, is foe 
percentage call. Kim Bailey's 
runner came from nearly 
last to win a decent contest at 
Wmcanton last month and 
winners have come out of 
that race. 

DONCASTER 

CHANNEL4 

3.00: Neville Callaghan has 
always rated Danedme and 
the 2.000 Guineas entrant is 
just preferred to Handsome 



TODAY'S RACES 
ON TELEVISION 


Ridge and Craigievar. The 
winner of a Newcastle maid¬ 
en on fast ground last sum¬ 
mer. he recorded an even 
better effort in a fast-run race 
for foe Houghton Stakes 
won by Crimson Tide. 
Craigievar won a competi¬ 
tive Nottingham nursery by 
five lengths but is not sure to 
see out this mile. Handsome 
Ridge beat a better-fancied 
stablemate in an end-of- 
season Doncaster maiden. 
The Indian Ridge colt does 
not need to find much im¬ 
provement to be involved in 
the finish. 

3.40: see left. 

4. IS: Air Quest had classic 
pretensions after winning at 
Newbury early last season, 
but returned very sore after 
running in the Chester Vase 
and was not seen again. He 
may need this run after such 
a long layoff. Wilawander, 
fourth in foe Queen’s Vase 
and sixth in foe St Leger, 
would appreciate further 
and Sheer Danzig is pre¬ 
ferred. The winner of the 
Hong Kong Jockey Club 
Trophy at Sandown last 
summer, he subsequently 
ran even better in defeat 
Suited by today's trip and 
ground, the Robert Ann- 
strong-trained runner won 
first time out in 1995. 

4.45: Royal Applause, win¬ 
ner of the Middle Park 
Stakes and unbeaten as a 
two-year-old, disappointed 
last term but had an inter¬ 
rupted campaign. Barry 
Hills's runner could make 
up into a top sprinter this 
season. Astrac prefers softer 
conditions underfoot and 
Easy Dollar and Passion For 
Life look bigger dangers. 

Richard Evans 


FACING NEXT WEEK 


MONDAY: UngfieW Paik (AW. first 
race 250). Hexham (2.00). Ludov 
( 2 - 10 ) 

TUESDAY; Newcastle (235). San- 
down Park (215). Southwell (225) 
WEDNESDAY: Cattericfc Bridge (2.20). 
Folkestone (2.10). Ascot (BBC. 200). 
THURSDAY: Leicester (2 10). Ungfleld 
Park {AW. 2.30). Musselburgh (220) 
FRIDAY: No meetings 
SATURDAY: Hsydock Parte (BBC. 
1 15), Kempton Park |C4. 1.40), 
WoVwhampton (AW. 700). Carlisle 
(2 05). Newton Abbot P -30). Pfcmpton 
(225). Towoeslei (220) 

Flat meetings irt Md 
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11IS9 

DONCASTER 

10! 

201 

NEWBURY 

102 

202 

BANGOR 

103 

203 

UNGFIELD 

104 

204 

IRISH 

120 

220 

iFUa RESULTS SERVICE 1681 



Lv* a»l :<*. w» rnnrn a r* 1-rv »«5, IM& HI HtJ 



Bmoouars! 



FREE P0CXCTSP0RTS BINOCULARS FOR 
FIRST TME^TELEPHONE CALLHtS staking 
£40 or more, today, using Switch or Delta 
hankorbuMing society debit cards. 

RING TODAY-BET TODAY 

0800444040 

flCatara tetri te ratnrarpn-cril iflLOar MY rafr) 



be s«t wUhia 7 to 10 days of 
your Rrst bet being placed. 



1 mde Doncaster 3.40pm, Live on CH4 TV. 


8/1 

Alamein 

25/1 

Defined Feature 

8/1 

Hawksley Hill 

25/1 

Hunters of Brora 

9/1 

Tumbleweed Ridge 

25/1 

Kala Sunrise 

10/1 

Grand Musica 

25/1 

Neuwest 

10/1 

Kuala Lipls 

25/1 

Sabot 

ion 

Pfew Century 

25/1 

Stone Ridge 

10/t 

Sky Dome 

33/1 

Barossa Vaffey 

12/1 

Roving Minstrel 

33/1 

Pater Noster 

16/1 

Rockforce 

40/1 

Hazard A Guess 

16/1 

Russian Music 

50/1 

lamus 

20/1 

Carburton 

SO/1 

la Petite Fusee- 

20/1 

Whittle Rock 

50/1 

Pusey Street Grt 


Fach-WayOneQuarwr (heoridj^ 1.2.3.4 Prices mbfefi to fluctuation. 
Available 143 to first Shew.'Tato Rule 4(0 nay apply. Non nmner - no beL 

Available on selected Worthington Lincoln runners, 
tfs better than 'k the odds a place. 


9/1 Barossa Valley 
9/1 Pater Noster 
12/1 Hazard A Guess 


14/1 lam us 
14/1 La Petite Fusee 
14/1 Pusey Street Girl 


AiKwprtta on hona to brush M fint 4, jw^iLable up to Fmt Shew. 
Hare only betting mailable only on these hens. Prices subject to fluctuation. 


CREDIT AND DEBIT OFFICES OPEN FROM 9J00AM TODAY 


f WEST OHK OB MBgaagTtf Tat-Mitel on 
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RUGBY UNION 




Sale strive 




for higher 
level of 


at/* 

tk 


security 


By David Hands, wjgby correspondent 


THE North's three first divi¬ 
sion dubs travel south today 
for matches which, though 
only one more step along die 
demanding Courage Chibs 
Championship way, could yet 
mean make or break for them. 
That the dub programme has 
been truncated by representa¬ 
tive calls means nothing to 
those preoccupied with do¬ 
mestic demands. 

Sate, who play weakened 
Bristol at the Memorial 
Ground, have furthest to go, 
having played only 13 match¬ 
es. and have nine remaining to 
be aarruned in at a time when 
the juicy prospect of a first 
appearance in the Pflkington 
Cup final beckons. In that 
time, however, they could yet 
qualify for European rugby 
next season and achieve some 
financial security. 

They lie fifth in the table 
and, though they may suffer 
from absenteeism, few would 
bet against their beating a 
Bristol team shorn of Marie 
Regan and Simon. Shaw, the 


England, the holders, came 
through the opening day of 
the Rugby World Cup sevens 
in Hong Kong with comfort¬ 
able victories over Canada 
and Zimbabwe yesterday, 
which eased their route to 
the knockout stage tomor¬ 
row. The only blemish was 
an injury to Richard H3L 


injured England forwards, 
and David Corkery, the Ire¬ 
land flanker. Moreover, Sale's 
success this season has attract¬ 
ed the attention of potential 
investors, one of whom will be 
recommended to a dub 
members'meeting on April 10. 

In financial terms. Sale 
have muddled through the 
first folly-professional season 
of dub rugby, riding on the 
backs erf players inspired by 
the now-departed Paul Turner 
and hardened by John Mitch¬ 
ell, their player-coach from 
New Zealand. 

Should their members ac¬ 
cept foe recommendations of 
the cfob management for what 
Howard Thomas, the chief 
executive, describes as “the 
most favourable deal to have 
gone through so fax”—which 
would give the investor the 
professional rugby rights 
while leaving a members’dub 
intact — then Sale have the 
prospect of throwing off their 
unfashionable tag. 


At the other end of the table 
lie West Hartlepool and, prop¬ 
ping up foe other 11 dute. 
Onndl. West are unlikely to 
win at Harlequins this after¬ 
noon but have a realistic 
chance of avoiding one of foe 
two definite relegation places. 
They have only six league 
matches after today and have 
been sustained by the good 
form of Ivan Morgan and 
Jamie Connolly, their imparts 
from Canterbury in New Zea¬ 
land's South Island. 

Moreover; their long-term 
casualties are nearing fitness: 
George Trudove ret urns to 
the wing after a long absence, 
David Mitchell should be fit 
for the April programme, so 
should Gareth Rowlands, the 
Canada lode. West accept that 
they are likely to be involved 
in the end-of-season play-offs 
with the third and fourth- 
placed dubs in the second 
division but at least that 
keeps the first-division door 
open. 

That same door is fast 
slamming on OrrelL Two 
wins from 14 games is a record 
they are hardly likely to im¬ 
prove at Sudbury against top- 
of-th e-table Wasps, who 

expect to indude Lawrence 
Dallaglio, recovered from the 
tonsillitis foal kept him out of 
foe international in Cardiff 
last week and the Worid Cup 
sevens in Hoik Kong. Peter 
Scrivener stands in for Chris I 
Sheasby. 

At a members’meeting this i 
week, Ron Pimblett, theOrrdl 
chairman, outlined the posi¬ 
tive steps his committee trapes 
to take. “We want to appoint a 
general manager and a coach, 
the sooner the better," he said. 
“The membership dearly does 
not want an owner- We have 
17*2 acres of our own and we 
want to use it properly. We 
have always had good players 
but it's money balding us 
back, so we must find ways of 
raising it, from our own efforts 
and from increased sponsor¬ 
ship.” 

The Rugby Worid Cup sev¬ 
ens has hit not only foe 
English league programme 
but also the quarter-finals of 
foe Swalec Cup in Wales. Two 
ties, Neath v Swansea and 
EbbwVale v Bridgend, will be 
played next weekend but to¬ 
day there are one-way tickets 
for Pbntypod to liandli and 
South Wales Police to Cardiff. 
Should ether second-division 
. dub win. it would go down in 
cup history. 
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W illiams on her way to a comfortable first-round victory at the Upton Championships in Florida yesterday 


Williams springs the rat trap 


From Aux Ramsay 

IN K£Y BISCAYNE 


IT TAKES a lot to upstage 
Venus Williams on a tennis 
court. At 6ft 2m and all legs, 
beads and elbows as she gives 
the ball a hefty dout, the rising 
star in the American firma¬ 
ment makes news wherever 
she goes. However, on her 
first appearance outside Cali¬ 
fornia and herdfebut at the 
Upton Championships, even 
she was demoted to a support¬ 
ing role as a rat stole foe show. 

Williams was cruising 
through her first-round match 
against Ginger Hdgeson 
Nefisao, a set ahead and 1-0 
up, when a courtside commo¬ 
tion brought proceedings to a 
halt With squeals' and 
screams, the spectators ran for 
cover as a rat scuttled around 
the seating. Hdgeson Neflson 
was having none of it and 
made for the locker-room as 
foe tournament staff spent 20 
minutes catching and evicting 
the interlope:. 

At least it gave Helgeson 


Nrilson a chance to regroup 
and, by the time she got back 
to work, she gave Williams a 
run for her money for a set. at 
least It was to no avail, 
however, as Williams took her 
place in foe next round 6-1.4-6, 
6-3. She now faces Jennifer 
Capriati for the chance to meet 
Martina Hingis. 

Both Hingis and Capriati 
watched closely as Williams 
made her unusual debut Both 


Results 


-53 


of them have been through the 
media mill and, as they cast an 
experienced eye over foe much 
vaunted arrival of the young 
superstar, they might have 
been forgiven for thinking 
they had seen it all before. 

Capriati, 20. is already well 
into the second comeback of 
her career and. compared 
with Williams, is a positive 
veteran. As for Hingis, three 
months younger than Wil¬ 
liams, she has won nearly as 


many titles as Williams has 
played tournaments and yet 
they bath turned professional 
ar foe same time, in 1994. 

While Hingis has matured 
as a player and a person, 
realising six months ago that 
she had what it took to win a 
grand slam and then working 
towards achieving that goal in 
January, Williams still wore 
ries about her geometry home¬ 
work and giggles over jokes 
with her sister. 

Until this year. Williams 
has been kept away from foe 
grind of foe circuit by her 
father, Richard, although now 
he is prepared to let his 
daughter venture out of the 
Unites States for foe first time . 
— to play in Rome, Paris. 
Eastbourne and Wimbledon. 
Maybe. The plans may 
change depending on “me 
changing my mind", accord¬ 
ing to Venus. 

It all must be a touch galling 
for the other new hope on foe 
horizon, Anna Koumikova. 
While Williams can play when 
and where she wants but just 


chases not to. Koumikova is 
hemmed in from all sides. 

A year younger than Wil¬ 
liams, at 15. she is limited as to 
the number of tournaments 
she is allowed to play — this 
year it is ten, next year 13. 
With the new rankings system 
employed by foe WTA, 
Koumikova feels that her 
young career has ground to a 
halt and she is rooted to the' 
spot at No9Q in the world. 

“I think, if I had foe chance. 

I could play a Irak bit more to 
get some more experience,” 
she said. “Every other girl is 
playing almost every other 
week and I can only play ten. 
Of course; they will get better 
than me, even if 1 win all my 
Ten.” 

Putting such thoughts aside, 
she still made light work of 
Nana Mfyagi cm Thursday 
evening, skipping into foe next 
round 6-2, MX Sam Smith, 
Great Britain’s sole qualifier, 
could not match that sort erf 
performance and lost to Jana 
Kandarr, from Germany, 6-7. 
6-1, 7-5. 


CRICKET: RETURNING FAST BOWLER SALVAGES SOUTH AFRICA CAPTAIN'S DUBIOUS DECISION TO R FID 


Schultz precipitates Australia collapse 


From Jack Bannister 
IN CENTURION 


CENTURION PARK (South 
Africa w on toss): Australia 
have scored227against South 
Africa 


BRETT SCHULTZ, back in 
the South Africa side for the 
first time in 15 months, engi¬ 
neered a batting collapse after 
tea here yesterday that saw 
Australia slide from 190 for 
four to 227 all out 

Schultz, a left-arm fast 
bowler who has suffered from 
a succession of recent injuries, 
took four wickets in all and 
three for 21 runs in a ten-over 
spell, including those of Mich¬ 
ael Sevan and Shane Warne 
in three balls. 

First of the three to fall was 
Steve Waugh, to a legside 


catch claimed by David Rich¬ 
ardson, the wicketkeeper.. 
Waugh was reluctant to leave 
the crease after a typical 
innings of 67, including nine 
fours from 132 balls faced. 

In came Ian Healy, whose 
first run was gained after ah 
impassioned appeal from 
Schultz for leg-before when 
the ball rebounded from foe 
pad to rover. Next was a 
concerted appeal for a catch by 
Richardson off Bevan. who 
was squared up by a beauty. 
Not out, Mervyn Kitchen, foe 
umpire, said, but the next ball 
was left alone and up went file 
finger. 

Warne was next, given out 
leg-faefore for the third consec¬ 
utive innings, with this one 
more out than he thought as 
be aimed to leg. 

The final session rescued an 


ordinary day for South Africa. 
Too many Australians got 
themselves out to justify foe 
derision of Hansie Cronje. the 
South Africa captain, to field 
first A total of 227 would 
appear to prove his print but 
Adjudgment mustwait until 
the home side has batted. 

The pitch was slow after 
three weeks of heavy rains. 


but there was surprisingly 
little lateral movement in the 
first two sessions. Matthew 
Hayden was foe first of two 
batsmen to miss a straight ball 

— Mark Waugh was the other 

— as he played outside one 
from Schultz. 

Matthew Elliott helped 
Mark Taylor to take the score 
to 60 before he hooked at Allan 


AUSTRALIA: Ftratlnrw^s 
*M A Tuytar c Rfcharctecn b KJusener.. 

M L Hayden b ScWtt ...... 

MTQEEattc Schulz bOonald_ 

M E Waugh b Donald-- 

S H Waugh c Richardson b Schulz —. 
G S Bkwott c R fe h anhiun b Syntax .. 

M Q Bonn tur b SctftRz ___ 

tl A Hoalyc FBchardean bDondd ..... 

SK Warns KtwbSdaAz_ 

J N GCojsxj not out... 

QDMcGmhbWuaener .._ 

ESans(b 1 1 fe 4 ,« 7 .nt> 9 )_ 

Total_j 


FALL OF WICKETS: 1 - 23 , 2 - 8 ), 3 - 72 , 
4 - 110 , 5 - 190 , 6 - 197 , 7 - 212 . 5212 , 
9 - 226 . 


BCWUNG: Donald 20 - 6 - 80 - 3 ; Scfe*z 
20 - 4 - 52 - 4 ; Cronje S- 3 - 6 - 0 ; Wusener 
14 . 56 - 23-4 Syntax 23 - 4 - 62 - 1 ; KaTe 
7 - 2 - 204 ). 


SOUTH AFRICA: G KMen. A M Bacher. 
B M McMfan. D J CuBnan, *W J Craft 
J H Kafite, L Kkjwner, 10 J Richardson, 
A A OonaW. B N Schultz, P L Symoax. 


Umpires: M J Kitchen 
C J Mchley (Sot 


Donald and Schultz took a 
beautifully judged catch ar 
long leg. Immediately after 
hinch, Waugh was beaten for 
■pace by Donald, and a desper¬ 
ately struggling Taylor was 
caught off an inside edge off 
Lance Klusener as he threw 
the bat at a wide one. 

The only fluent batting of 
the day. from Steve Waugh 
and Greg Biewett, put things 
into perspective and. at 190 for 
four, the home supporters in a 
crowd of 9,500 looked and 
sounded glum. Biewett got to 
37 before he cut at one that 
bounced from Pal Symcox, the 
off spinner, and suddenly foe 
day took off. 

Donald’s 150th Test wicket 
was that of Healy, caught 
down the leg side, and Glenn 
McGrath was bowled by 
Klusener in the ninetieth over. 


Success for 
Palace 


protesters 


THE Crystal Palace athletics 
track and training facility, 
targeted for demolition in 
plans put before Bromley 
Council, has been reprieved 
alter a campaign against the 
closure led by many of the 
leading names in trade and 
field. 


□ Snooker. Peter Ebdon. who 
won the Thailand Open last 
week, beat Steve Davis 6-1 in 
foe quarter-finals of the Ben¬ 
son and Hedges Irish Masters 
at Goffe, Co Kildare, 
yesterday. 


ATHLETICS 


□ Tennis: Mark Petdiey, a 
British Dayis Cup regular for 
the past six years, has been 
dropped for the tie against 
Zimbabwe next month. His 
place has gone to Andrew 
Richardson. 


Depth' 
L Tl 


. k Weather "• 

Condftfons Runs to ppm} Last 


Plate Off/p -■ resort 


*C snow 


Africans prepare to dominate 


AUSTRIA 

Obergurgl 


St Anton 


50 170 good varied good cloud -2 20 # 

{Excellent piste skBrg everywhere,- no queues) 

45 275 good powder good mow 4 21# 

(Stiff snowing; aaeBent Conrans) 


From David Powha, athletics correspondent, in turin 


FRANCE 

Avortaz 


Avatar 140 160 good powder good Rne -1 19/3 

(Excellent siding on powdery snow) 

M&ibeJ 45 150 good powder good sun 5 19/3 

(AS buttawest pistes ki exceBent shape) 

Tlgnes 135 2QQ good powder good sun *4 20/3 

(Superb skting conditions: powdery snow, blue skies) 
ValThorena 100 220 good powder good • sun 0 20)3 

{Wbnderfti skffng everywhere; fcrfiant sun and snow} 


Cortina 0 70 hard varied dosed lair 4 19® 

(Plstas holding up writ in odder wafts? 

Livigno 60. 170 good crusty fair fair 0 19/3 

(Some tuns whdBtown but mostly good) 

SWITZERLAND 

Mfiiren 50 120 good varied ' far - am 0 20/3 

(Odd bare patch but mostfy.vay good sAfoel 
Wengen 5 00 good varied' fair sun 4 20)3 

(ExxBgnt suing on affmfddfe and upper slopes) 

Zermatt - 30 275 good powder hard sun -5 20/3 

(30cm new snow; some or the best skiing ftfa season) 


Source: SKI Club of Great Britain. 


L - towerSJopes; U - upper. 


JON BROWN, foe European 
cross country title-holder, 
took one look at the course 
here yesterday and wrote off 
his chances of becoming the 
first non-African men’s world 
champion since Carlos Lopes 
in 1985. Of Ids prospects for 
(he 25 th world champion¬ 
ships, taking place tomorrow. 
Brown said he would be 
“happy with anywhere in the 
top ten”. 

He believes it is possible, 
stiff, for a European to win at 
worid level, but not here. “You 
could not design a course 
better for foe Africans,” he 
said! — design bring-the key 
word. The L900-xnetre circuit 
was a roadway in foe Fazco 
dd VaJenimto until Prime 


Nebida president of the In¬ 
ternational Amateur Athletic 
Federation (IAAJF), derided 
that something had to be done 
to make foe world champion¬ 
ships a popular spectator 
event Or, more to the point 
one that looked impressive on 
television. 

If tiie crowds would not 
travd to out-oftown courses. 
Nebiolo concluded, the disci¬ 
pline would have to move , to 
their doorstep. Truck-foads of 
earth were {tiled on to the 
roadway and turf laid neaffy 
on top. One artificial cross¬ 
country course, cost $500,000. 

Brown won his European 
tide by a record 35 seconds on 
a muddy drafit “The course 
here Is not designed to inter> 


nipt speed,” Brown said. “It is 
super-fast and the faster it is, 
foe better for the Africans.” 
The downhill start narrows 
quickly ami anybody not 
sprinting the first 300 metres 
wfld be boxed in. Brown 
expects his first 400 metres, of 
the 12,300 metres, to be under 
60 seconds. 

Paul Tergal, from Kenya, 
seeking a third succes s ive 
tide, and Salah Hissou. of 
Morocco, who was runner-op 
last year, are foe joint- 
favourites in fire men's.event 
In the women's race. Paula 
Raddiffe, from Great Britain, 
and the Irish pair, Sonia 
O’Sullivan and Cafoerina 
McKiernan, are three con¬ 
tenders in ari open field. 


□ Skiing: Alain Baxter and 
Emma Carrick-Anderson re¬ 
famed their giant slalom titles 
at foe British Land British 
national ski championships in 
Tignes. France, yesterday. 


□ Basketball: Russ Saun¬ 
ders. foe Budweiser League’s 
all-time leading scorer, has 
been suspended in definitely 
by his dub, Chester Jets, after 
faffing a randan drugs test 


□ Golfc Oxford, seeking forir 
sixth successive win. held a. 
3^2-1‘h lead over Cambridge 
after the first day of the 
University match at Royal St 
George’s, Sandwich. 


Cricket Brian Lara, the West 
Indies batsman, has been 
advised to rest for six days 
after being treated for stress. 
He should.be fit to face India 
in the third Teuton March 27. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Wembley in 


Christopher Irv ine talfcs to the prop 
anchoring the success of Salford 


tx months ago. ASsdy 

Platt would scarcely 


would stiff be playing, fat 
alone be involved in a secu- 
final of tiie S3k Cot Chair 
age Cap at Wigan today. 
After two highly eufoyabk 
seasons at Auckland War¬ 
riors and boned ' 33. the 
for mer Great Britain prop 
forward was ready to end 
fas car eer when foe c aff 
arrived from unfashionable 
Salford and Andy Gregory, 
a s p ar ring pa ll ia from his 
Wigan heyday- 
Gregory, foe Salford 
coach, is one of He’SdxanD- 
ers. but no am o un t of fas 
sweet talk was going to 
persuade Platt. A chat with 
foe fitness cnwfitjpnrr at 
Auckland did. “I m e nti o n e d 
that I was thnddag of fimsfa 
ing and be toRl me T worikL 


wife and riie agreed. You’re 
a long time retired. Then, 
bingo, Fm here; not regret¬ 
ting a minute of ft.” 

Halt adnntted he had hxs 
doubts at first shot* Salford. 
“They were a side gptning 
tip to SoperLeague from tiie 
first division ami 1 was 
concerned,’'’ he said “What I 
hadn’t given them credit for 
was tiie talent that’s hoe 
Greg [Gregory! told roe they 
mereadub going places and 
he’s right There’s a great 
spirit Not too serious, but 
serious wheti it matters. I'm 
the aid guy aroond here, but 
there are a few of os oldies 
who fed Ek e 21 agai n." 

Knee and haznttring inju¬ 
ries have reminded Platt fois 
week that be is not as yoong 
as he might feel, but tweaks 
and stra ins are unlikely to 
prevent enjoyment of bis 
nostalgia trip tins afternoon. 
He has not played al Central 
Park since Ire left Wigan, 
with whom he won six 
Challenge Cbp^ftnbiers* 

' medals, at tiie end of tiie 
1993-94 season. Auckland 
was supposed..to be his 
swansong, fait Platt is still 
hitting the advantage fine 
quicker and harder 
most props. 

His only losing Wembley 
Cup final appearance was in 
1987 for St Helens, todays 
opponents and the holders. 
“Wrte realists,” he said. 
“You' have to be at Salford. 
Saints tasted success last 
year and -theyll have the 
appetite again. You only had 
to see them against London 
Broncos, when the Broncos 
dominated for 80 per cent of 
Sunday’s game; to know 
they are a good side. They 
grinded that result out I - 


dart know if we. can pfay 
any .better, than the Bronco®, 
It wi&i take anrffort as good: 
as theirs, then we need to fad: 

down cm errors and come up 

with a hk erf tack/ 

If experie n ce counts for 
anyforogrSjdfoaxrs soeaBed 
“Dad* Army* out be fdfed 

otfaer flev r come istP the pack 
tins season — John Cart¬ 
wright the insp iratio nal 
Anrira&an, David Hifone- 
aad Esene Faanalo—are aff 
over 3a At 32, Plwd Forber. 
another former St Helens 
player, is afao playing some 
of the best rogby of his hfe 
Cartwright in the 
second row. Salford have 
looked watertight in defence 
in progressing to only their 
third post-war Cop sexni- 
' final. In their opening Super 
- League game last Sunday, 

. they shot out CastJeford 
altogether. 

However, a 44) victory 
also highlighted a problem 
of where tries are going to 
come from. Apart from the 
in-form D arie n Rogers and 





Platt veteran 


Nathan McAvqy, Salford’s 
thin-looking attack could be 
exposed, something Greg¬ 
ory will be aware of when he 
names his side from a 
20-strong squad shortly be¬ 
fore kick-oft Sf Helens are 
uncha n ged apart from fire 
return . on tiie bench ~of 
Derek McVey. the Austra¬ 
lian forward, after a hairline 
fracture of the wrist 
There is a danger, too, of 
looking too far ahead. Greg¬ 
ory has been waxing lyrical 
about a possible ninth cup 
fatal appearance at Wembley 

— he never lost there as a 
player for Widnes and Wigan 

— and of taking his chair¬ 
man. John Wilkinson, there 
for file first time. Gregory has 
never been short on confi¬ 
dence—he even squeezed In 
a trip to watch Manchester 
United at FC Porto in mid¬ 
week — and, were Salford to 
win today, that self-belief 
would be justified. 


Robinson back 


on Wigan duty 


By Christopher Irvine 


JASON ROBINSON re¬ 
turns to die Wigan side for 
the Super League match 
against Casfieford tomor¬ 
row night, haring been 
injured since the Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup defeat away 
to St Hdens six weeks ago. 

The good news about 
Robinson, the Great Britain 
wing is in contrast to that of 
Gary Connoily. Ms interna¬ 
tional colleague and another 
returnee from a winter stint 
in rugby union, who broke 
down in training this week. 


Connolly's last game was 
three months ago for Harie- 

rarinfl A Imaa I__ 


— t —.-—" —. 

quins. A knee injury has 
faffed to heal and an opera¬ 
tion could mean Wigan 
being without him for most 
of the season. 

Robinsotfs own future 
has yet to be resolved. He is 
scheduled to join the Austra¬ 
lian Rugby League (ARIJ in 
June. TTiere is even more 
pressure now on Wigan to 
fry to keep him, but vfoefoer 
the ARL would want to let 
go of such a prize acquisi¬ 
tion must be doubtfuL 

Meanwhile, until Wigan’s 
and London Broncos’ defr 
nmro of a nominal payment 

for Shaun Edwards can be 
agreed upon, Edwards can¬ 
ned move south, although- 
wi 8 an - who reportedly 
want £ 150.000 for him. hare 
approved his release. 

Edwards became a father 
tins week and is now based 
m London with his irfri- 
frfend. “I don’t want to see 
my son just once a week," 
Edwards said. Tff be a 
Wiganer until the day l die. 
but rre given the dub loyal 
service for 14 yeans and I 


hope theyll look on my 
move with compassion.” 

Jan Sanders, the Bath 
rugby union scrum halt 
features on Wigan’s shortlist 
as a replacement for Ed¬ 
wards after impressing in 
the cross-code challenge 
matches last spring, al¬ 
though the main target re- 
mams Tony Smith, of 
S-astfeford, who is 
wanted by Sheffield Eagles. 

JofaD Fendlefaury. who left 
Ute Wigan coaching staff 
take charge of 
Halifax Blue Sox. will be the 
returning prodigal at 

5 mm H tomorrow 

wtei Halifax meet Shef- 

who. as a 
Pfayer, tnsjnred Halifax’s 
"So championship and 

whose dropped goal heat st 
SS? J* Challenge 

a*- ^ year 

neefcawuuung 5^ 

? alford and St 
Helens in the Challenge 
Cup SOni-final at Wiaan 
today, titeJast four suteffa 

also have . com P et t lio n 
™Jwvetonbmons to reach 

w S?? eyonMa y3. 

**55 “ven+bnes win- 

.“■sa-.fi.S 2 

rederetoprneuT ground 

Hitil Kingston Rovers are 


- -J nuu 

twice^in 1 
would rep, 
o»us boost 
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YOUR HOME is AT BISK IF&OO DO 
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GOLF 


SCOTT TROY ANOS 


Olazabal’s magic 
puts Westwood’s 
round in shadows 


From Mel Webb in gran canaria 
IT WAS just one shot, but it 
was worth the Jong journey 
[from England to the Canary 
^stands aJJ on its own. It was 

the shot of a master, the sort of look, pulled out a wedee. 

stepped . 


QlazSbaJ could get the ball 
near die hole. 

No such negative thoughts 
assailed the player. He had a 


shot that would send a lessee 
mortal to heaven with a con¬ 
tented smile on his {ace if he 
was struck dead on the spot 
having played it 
Forget booming drives and 
raking long-iron shots: this 
was a stroke that sent the ball 
no more than 30 yards. It was 
as dose to perfection as it is 
possible to get 

. It was the sort of shot of 
which Severiano Ballesteros, 
the ultimate manipulator of a 
golf ball, would have been 
proud. The man who played it 
was-Josfi Maria Olazabal; the 
shot deserved a bigger audi¬ 
ence than the one it got 
It happened on the 18th 
green here at Maspalomas 
yesterday, in the second round 
of the Turespana Masters. 
l Olazabal was eight under par 
on the tee, but looked to have 
lost his chance of getting closer 
to Lee Westwood, the leader, 
when he pushed his two-iron 
second shot a long way to the 
right of the-green. 

He had a bare, scrubby He, 
about the worst sort of terrain 
from which to play the delicate 
stroke that was demanded of 
him — a shot that demanded 
courage, imagination and, 
above all. the expressive 
hands of a concert pianist 
There seemed no way that 


up to the ball and 
swung. The ball left the 

clubhead low and fast, but it 
was an express train that 
suddenly found brakes as it 
checked on its second bounce 
and sighed gently to a halt five 
feet from the pin. 


EARLY SCORES <G8 and Im untess 
Elated): 135: L Westwood 72.63 137: j 
MOtastbsl tsp) 70.67.138: M Hatoera 
(9wo) 67, 71; N Biggs 6B. 70.139: J C 

(Arg) 70. 70; D Edlund (Swe) 72. 68: P 
Sjciand (Swe) 70. 70; A Hunter 67, 73; S 
Henderson 69.71; K Toman {Japan) 68. 
72; S Mari (Aus) 70. 70.141:1 GarrVjo 
(Sp) 70. 71; P MKctett 68.73. M Ftorto* 
(Maty) 72. 89: P Broadhurst 69, 72 14Z 

s;SR aKWNarass 

69; R Diummond 72, 70. M Davis 69.73: 
J Payne 70. 72; A Coflart 71.71. 


The gallery sensed that ihey 
had just witnessed the shot of 
a sporting genius. Somebody 
yelled “El Alonstruo", literally 
“The Monster’’ but. in the 
Spanish vernacular, a sign 
that die yeller has a high 
opinion of the yellee. Olazabal 
smiled: and three minutes 
later he smiled again when he 
holed the putt for a birdie four 
to dose within two shots of 
Westwood. 


It was the 67th shot thar 
OlazAbal had played and, 
although in strict scoring 
terms it was handsomely 
eclipsed by the 63 with which 
Westwood had earlier broken 
the course record by three 
shots, it was another happy 
episode in OlazdbaJ'5 remark¬ 
able comeback after 18 months 
of pain and anguish with his 
injured feet 

It left Olazdba) on nine 
under par. Had it not been for 
Westwood’s pyrotechnics, h 
would have put him in the 
lead going into the weekend. J t 
might have frightened a lesser 
man. but Westwood. 23, is nor 
easily fazed. 

Starting at the 10th, he had 
six birdies and two eagles, the 
first at the 11th. where he 
chipped in from 35 feet, and 
the second at the 9th, his last, 
where he holed a full wedge 
shot from 138 yards. 

Westwood later criticised 
the demands of Ballesteros, 
who missed his fifth success¬ 
ive cut here: for wanting four 
picks for the Ryder Cup team. 
“It means thar Seve has no 
confidence in the guys who 
finish ninth and tenth in the 
cup list," he said. “He will not 
be getting my vote. Nick Faldo 
has complained that there are 
no young players coming 
through, yet here’s Seve trying 
to keep the old ones in." 

They are no respecters of 
their elders, these young 
Turks. It was ever thus. 


? Woods too popular 
for Ms own security 

From a Special Correspondent in oriando, Florida 


TIGER WOODS was accom¬ 
panied by a 14-strong security 
force when he began his rain- 
delayed second round in the 
Bay Hill Invitational in Orlan¬ 
do yesterday. It comprised 
four plain-dothed police offi¬ 
cers and ten hand-picked mar¬ 
shals to counter the enormous 
interest generated by the 
21-year-old Califomiaa 

Woods is by far the biggest 
5 attraction in world golf after 
winning three successive US 
amateur championships and 
three titles in 12 events since 
turning professional last Au¬ 
gust, and the plan was imple¬ 
mented following a directive 
from Tour officials. 

They have issued a 12-point 
security schedule with atten¬ 
dances, rising by between 20 
and 50 per cent whenever 
Woods competes and it also- 
suggests that he must be. 
guarded by four officers from 
toe moment he arrives the 
course until he leaves. 

7 Ric Clareon, the tour's vice- 
president for business affairs, 
said: “Tiger has caused the 
need for a concentration on 
security. Everyone recognises 


BASKETBALL 


BUOWBSSR LEAGUE: La^ards 106 
Laics ?** 97 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA J: Los 
Ar&oios Latere 89 CteKteM. 76; Ortanbo 
100 GoWon Stare 8S; Houston 96 WbsJwxj- 
ton 90; f^xBand 97 Mtomtea 78: Phoena 
113 San Artorao 106; Seattle 123 Den** 
97. 

BILLIARDS 


MADRAS: Gold Raks championship: 
Second round; H Fddtran (Aia) W S 
Arrarrutfr {India) 4-3; A Kumar flndo) H R 
Chatman (Eng) 4-3: M Russell Enq) bl □ 
Josto (beta) 4-1;C Siutt (Eng) b«PGMWl 
(Eng) 4-2 G Setftf pncJa) bt M Fomas 
(Inna) 4-0: S Multan (India) bl O Caireier 
(Eng) 4-2. Quartw-flnafa: N Patel (India) a 
Russel 4-3: Kunar bt FtfArart 4-2 M 
Kothari (Irate) bt Shut! 4-0, Sethi bt Multani 
a-0 

BOWLS 


PERTH: Woman’s home International 
Indoor charopfanstifcw: England M Sort- 
land 127-108 (Engtand sWps 6rar N Shaw 
bt A Christie 24-lSiM SBBle lost to E Wien 
IB-21; J Roytanca lost to J Sytes 
18-25- B flUerson br J Canton 22-12; M 
Price iosl E McGarwte 15-Z1: D Hank#) hi R 
Hutchecfi 30-14. final postona 1, Eng- 
ilsraJ 6ptK 2. Scotland 4; 3. Wales t, 4. 
WandO 

CRICKET 

SHE F F IE LD SHIELD: final (Rtsl day of 
loud- Perth: Ouwreiaraj SG64 (VP Mod 
as. S G Lav 70. TJBarabyB7JvWi*»n 
Australia. 

RED STRIPE CUP fftral day ol tout) 
Beibtaa Guyana 281 (C L Hooper 119. C 
Lambert 55; IR Bishop 5-82). Titwted and 
Tobago 36-0 St Mhedne. Jamaica: 
jaS 156 (C £ L AnfcroBa 4-16); 
uUard (stands 394 {F A Rose 3-26). 

FOOTBALL _ 

thuraday’a law resuBa 
COP WINNERS' CUP: Chmter-fciafc, 
Gecsnd toff AEK Athans 0 Pans Sax* 
Oomwn 3jParis Stort-Gatmarr wMoj 
a«r«a»): AK Sdna 1 Bareetara } 
(gio^na wn 4-2 on aggregate): 
fiaentm 0 Benfica 1 lFi»afttra»wi 2 ^ on 
aggregate) Lraspool 3 SA Brann 0 
fiSSpoSwin 4-1 on aggregate). 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE: Pramlar dMaton. 

Sudxjry 4 BaldockO _. 

SjgJ^gLBANCEOOft^TIOte ^ 
drvWorc Watfrad 1 OvAon 1. 

PONTWS l£AGUtJhst OWsloir 
Lacestat 2 Sheffield United 0. 

ENDSL0GH 1NSURAN(S MXAf® 
COMBINATION: Pramior division: 
Ahiecfiurch i Kn owfcg. 

SCHOOLS MATCHES: Victory SMeM 
uodto-15eiwngl fanah.S» ^,gjgg”^ 

...__. r-n riranawl fcnmtflTmnlTr 




the need for a new plan 
because he has very much 
outgrown that applied to other 
blg-name players." 

Woods and his entourage 
. spent two hours in the locker- 
room, with overnight storms 
delaying the start, and he was 
trapped by a huge following 
when he eventually got onto 
the course. They were reward¬ 
ed with an exhibition of his 
tremendous length from the 
tee with Woods birdieing the 
par-five 4th and 6th holes to 
move into a share of the lead at 
six under par. 

Bernhard Langer. who 
opened with a 69. made his 
customary solid start with 
three straight pars before col¬ 
lecting his first birdie at the 
fourth to get within two shots 
of Woods, while Ian Woosnam 
set out determined to beat the 
Bay Hill course. The Welsh¬ 
man had a first-round 70. 

Nick Faldo (71) was hopelul 
of getting round before dark 
but it seemed likely that Colin 
Montgomerie (73) and Sandy 
Lyle (75) would be forced , to 
return today to complete 36 
holes. 


Devon 1 (aelj Engfiah Srictere undct-19 
Tiofifty: Quarter-firmt SJ Cutbbam High 
School. Northumberland 2. Wyt® CotejR, 
Humberside 0. English ghW ureter-16 
Vfcnfo Trophy. SamMnat Seaton Bum. 
Norttximbeitand 0. Momgomay High 
School, Lancashre 4. 


Hall rounds 
off fine 
comeback 

JULIE HALL completed a 
triumphant return to competi¬ 
tive golf after nine months 
yesterday, partnering Helen 
Wadsworth, the Welsh profes¬ 
sional with whom she won 
the women's world four-ball 
tide ten years ago, to victory in 
the Snrmingdale Foursomes. 

HaB, the former British 
and English amateur champi¬ 
on and now the secretary of 
the Ladies' Golf Union, fin¬ 
ished off a remarkable come¬ 
back by holing three 
successive putts to give her 
and Wadsworth a 4 and 3 win 
in the final over Jeremy 
Robinson and David Jones. 

It was her first tournament 
since the Curtis Cup victory 
over the United States fast 
June, and will probably be 
her last until she helps to 
defend the trophy next 
March. “I can’t wipe the smile 
off my face." HalL now offi¬ 
cially retired from the ama¬ 
teur circuit. said. 

RESULTS: SwnV-finats: J Robnson iTbe 
Vale) and □ Jones (Ttvee Rwerei m G 5mm 
iCambertey Heath/ ana W Hte, (Aus) 
1 hole. J Hal (ladytwikl and HWaosiwUi 
(WPGET) tn J K«np and M WHcoj iJonn 
O'GaurS) 6 and 5 Final: Haw one 
Wadsworth bl Robc&on and Jones i and 3 


. GOLF 


ORLANDO. Rorida: Bay H» invtiatkxwl 
tournament L*odto 0 
(US unless slated): 67: P StartowisW 68; B 
Andiede. S Jonas. T Woods. F Funk. 99; O 
Urastl. J □ State, C Peny. S Pale. P Stewart. 
P Gdwtefi, T Kite. V Singh (F?), B Larpef 
(Qert. 7ft L Marnace. N Ctote papart. E 
TiytJa. L Roberts. C Beck, N Pnoa 0m\. T 
LflYm E 05 ISA). S Gump. S Crak. J 
Magged. S SimoKon. G KraJt, B Hennriga. 
T Hwron. S Boros. V Kaneko Ltepan). I 
Woosnam (GBj. S Kendall. R Damron. 
Other screw: 71: N Faldo (GB» 

ROYAL ST GEORGE'S. Sandwfcft: UrW- 
erafly match: Oxford terel Carobridga^- 
1Y, (Odord names first) J Sarexlers and D 
o Walk and N Paid 6 and 5, J 
and B Fame haA/ed won T McG*U 

„„„ Rusted.MUndetowa^BKeogh 

j Fletcher and J firth 4 and a; M Stradteg 

and L Biactey-Jaties tost to P Guesr and C 

ftissel 6 and 5; M Hal and E Hawv»«s bt J 
BucK raid □ Curtis 6 and 6. 

_ HOCKEY _ 

PORTSMOUTH: lnter-S«vi»s tayna- 
rnenc Here BAF 3 Army 1. Women: Royal 
Navy 2 RAF 1 


ICE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHLV OhM 2 
Ftortda 2 fOT); PStshurgh 6 Toronto 3. 
pfuemc 4 CfcxQD 2; S Lous 4 Harfwd i 
San Jose 2 Vaneouwr 1. _ 


ICE SKATING 


LAUSANNE: 

final positions: t.E SN#o (Canl3JQ. 2 J 
ahedge (US) 3 0 tactored ptacemer^J. 
AVa^dln fftessJ 6A A V 

Vteeoertco tGert 10.0: «. S Co^ns iGBt 
ZaoouxinajA 4.0; £. Vtescenko 5 0; 6. Kute 

6 ^ 0 ^ m .1110 MM.latte. 

short programriBl: 1. T Lfflmski ftJS 0 ^ 2 . 
tf Gusmaofl Frl 1.0. 3. M ® u jy , ? ia 7 d 
puts) l A'4. MKaan (US)20.6. 11 
2 5; 6. I Stotstava 

trum.) 1 0 :2. A Kiytora andO Owwrinwy 
(Rutsl 2ft 3- S-L Bourne and V hraic 
(Cani Z.3; 4. S Mono® and P La ***?( 
Sr) 42; 5, U Anissma »d G Peow* 

EPunsalraiandJSwsitowaiS)6.ft 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


AUSTRALIAN LEAGUE |ARU Mrafly 
wamors l2AdetekteRams 1G 


RUGBY UNION 


HONG KONG: World Cup Seven* Rrst 
round: Pool A: England 33 Canada t? 
Zimbabwe 42 Canada 7. England 26 
Smdabwe 7 Pool B; Auslrata 19 Scotland 
19. Scortand 35 Romania 14. Australia 38 
Rornania 7 Pool C: Navr Zealand *7 Japan 
14. Tonga 35 Japan 7 New Zealand 21 
Tonga 7. Pool D: Fry 59 Portugal 0. Hong 
Kong 33 Portugal 1? F>' 45 hong Kong 0 
Poof E: France 35 United Stales 5. Urned 
Stales 33 Korea 7. France jB free* 5 Pool 
F: Span 26 Morocco 5 Cook literate 31 
Morocco 17; Spain 31 Coe* i si anas 12 
Pool G: South Africa 45 Argentina 7 
Argentina 31 lietarto 22. Soutfi Africa 38 
liefand S Pool H: Weswm Samoa 39 
Namibia 5. Wales 12 Hamom 13 Western 
Sarroa 26 Wales 24 Socond-found drawn 
Pool A: Fill. Wales, Nnnutia Pool B: South 
Africa. Hong Kong, freiand Pool C: 
Western Samoa. Aigentna Mvxeo Pool 
D: France. United Ste'ea. Roman,* Pool £ 
New Zealand. Tonga Japan Pool F: 
England, Cook isJands. Canaan Pool G: 
Span, Zimbabwe. Korea Pool Hj Australia. 
Scalane. Portugal 

□ Pod wnnetr- guality tor g-jsrtei ■ finals 


SAILING 


BT GLOBAL CHALLENGE; Fourth teg; 
Latest positions I Sydney to Cape Towri. 
with rmtes to Cape Towr a? a: 1 3 54 GMT 
festerOev) 1. Group * 3279 2. Concsrt 
3JW. 3 Global Teamwork 3X“i3 4. Sare 
Tie Children j.^9 5. Toshiba Wart 
Wamot 3.SM 6. Commemai Uraor. 3.230. 
7. Mororote 3.360 a Ccear Rone 13.401 9 
Time & Tide 3 4». TO. 3Com 3*30 11 
Pause To Remember 1.458 12 Counaulds 
intematcnel 34&*. >3 riudeai Etecroc 
3 460 14. Heath insured II3 40s 


SNOOKER 


GOFFS, Co KSdare. Benson and Hedges 
Irish Masters Quarter-irate $ tear,- 
lStall W J While (Eng) 6-5 P EtXJon tEngj 
W S Darns (Engl 6-1 


SQUASH 


ANTWERP. Women's Tournament Otar- 
ter-finals. M Marim Dt N Grainger (SA) 

9-1. S-6 M. C N4CM (SA) bi M Bell tAus) 9- 
1,3-I.PJ RMaaw(Erfl)a?E Inrog;^a) 
4 9 9^. 9-1 M.9-6.J uanteieiEnglbtR 
Gnnham (Aj&l '3-10 9-a 9 3 W 


TENNIS 


KEY BISCATNE. Florida; Upton champ*, 
onshtpa: Men First round- B Bta^-iZnTii tx 
A Garatenzi i»i 6-2.6-3. J StoKenbeig (Aut) 
bt J ijato (USi 6-3. 6-2. M Tiifesiom (3iwi 
bt l floip (Ft) 7 6. 6-1. N Kilter ;£»; a D 
ran Ser«pt»npen IHotli 6-2. E-7 7-6 F 
DeWur iBeri a * Hemara?« '.Me»i 7-68-1. 
U Damn (Get )« C Costn I5v> 6-1 6-7 6- 
4, A Medvedev tLM or C ftuuc ;T«jjrai 6 j, 5 
4 V Spadea fllSi W J Fw-a iA;gi i-6 6-5 
M M Merklcm (USi tt N -‘Skao :3A| 2-6 
6-1 64 H D re^wm (Gar) « M FAfipm 
tUcji £-4. 8-4 J Novak iCri a j: Vtoca 
(Spi P-0. 6-3 F Meiuer., CSvj ti M Gotmer 



Davies moving through 

From Patricia Davies, in phoenix Arizona 


LAURA DAVIES, renowned 
for her relaxed approach to life 
and golf, admitted to being “in 
a bit of a frenzy” by the time 
she hit her opening drive in 
defence of her Standard Regis¬ 
ter Ping title at Moon Valley 
on Thursday. She was unusu¬ 
ally nervous to begin with, 
then the announcer gavie her a 
world title born bufld-up and 
her ball fell off the tee as she 
was about to start her back- 
swing. She re-teed, hit a wild 
boomerang hook and dropped 
a shot. 

Davies,the world No 1. 
eventually recovered her equi¬ 
librium to post a satisfactory 
score of 70, three under par. 
five strokes behind Barb 
Mucha, the leaden and after 
13 holes of her second round 
she had moved to seven under, 
just two behind Kelly Robbins 
and Karen Weiss. 

Five under par after a birdie 
at the I6th, her seventh hole, 
Davies dropped shots at the 
17th and ISth and strode to the 
first tee in a way that sig¬ 
nalled: “Stand clear”. What 
followed ivas four consecutive 
birdies — a classic case of 
anger being good for you. 

if Davies wins the louma- 


(Geii 4* 6-2. 6-3: A tfoinea (Rom) W M 
iaiMleia PAigi 5-7. 7-5, 6-6 tef H GJmy 
lAigi bt P Rato (Ausi 6-4. 64. M 
ClarpW'frW tAigi W J GmnelstoP IUS| 7-6. 
3iWG 7J*ren IBt) W M Joyite (US) 5- 
1. a-6 6-3 Women: Fire* roreid: N 
Samramatsu (Japan) bl S Fanna (It) 4-6.6-1. 
6-2 Wang shr-Ttng |Taiwan| bl R 
ZruMi.ova (Stovai/ai 6-3. 64. A EKwoocI 
lAiai W O craadkoua iCc) 6-2. 6-1: F 
PeiWJfr ilr/txM ShBugnessy (VS) 6-0. 4-6. 
6-3. R Haaki (Japanl W M EnOO I Japan) 4-6. 
6-4.6-3. P Hy-Boutets (Can) W N Dechy IFr) 

6- 2.6*J PBegefow/GraibtSWeroPwa/Cz) 

7- 6. 7-6. M O^vtocwrska (Poll W C Mreanu 
(USl 6-1. 7-6. A G add (Fi) bi P Suarez 
lAig) 6 - 1 . 64 A y±mhova (Russ) bt N 
Mtyapi (Japan) 6-2.6-0. ML Serna iSp) t* C 
Brand lUSAj 6-3. 6-3; A Fiisai (Ft) bt M 
Maroska (Austria) 64. 5-7. 6-3 E Wagner 
lG«) a T'WhufcngeiJonK (USi 2-6.64.6- 
3 B Ritmer (Gef| a S De ViBe iBet) 6-1 B-1; 
A Oecnaurrie-Batierei IfflaHSukovo iCz) 
6-3. e-U fteitend [Lalj a L Richrsrova (Cfl 
6-3 7 5 PSrJwiydM lountz) M A Gem (C£) 


ment far the fourth year in a 
row, she will not only notch up 
her fiftieth victory worldwide, 
but will be linked with Walter 
Hagen — a soulmate who 
liked to enjoy life to the full — 
and Gene Sarazen, the only 
players to win the same event 
four times on the USPGA 
Tour. No wonder Davies was 
unusuallyjmery. 

However, she was nowhere 
near as out of sorts as Annflca 
Sorenstam, the US Open 
champion, who was lacking 
her usual metronomic preci¬ 
sian. In the second round, she 
was out in 40, three over par 
(she started at the 10th), to be 
one over and struggling. In the 
first round, she was in six 
bunkers and her dubbing was 


•L. X 




Omen Stales unless stated 
BS: B Mucha. 66:1 
Robbins 68: M McNamara. H 
(GBI, M Radhian, K Weiss 66: K Tcchooer. 
J Stephenson (Aus), A Benz, L Brower. J 
MOG41. M Lunn (Aua) 7ft R Walton, L 
Oaves (GBJ. E Bantt. L Hackney (GBj. C 
Fus-Cunfer. L Hackney. Other scons: 71: 
A Nfcnobs (GB). K Wet* (Aus). A Scren- 
a$m(S»«t 7Sfc J Mcntey (GBj. 73: C Pferca 
(GB). P Johnson (GB), 5 Croce m). H 
AJtrads&on (Sv«) 74: P Wnolf (GB). C 
Nfemarii (Svroi. K Mashed (GB) 75: L 
Neumann (Swe) 76C C Sorenstam (Swe). C 
Maffliew (GBl. 


out of sync. “I’m normally 
very precise.” Sorenstam said, 
“but my yardages were really 
off." 

Perhaps she is feeling the 
effects erf a festering feud with 
Chariotta, her younger sister. 
Relations between them are 
strained, and, after the first 
round. Chariotta strode 
straight past Annika without a 
glance, let alone an inquiry as 
to how she had done. 

Yesterday Tbm and Gunilla 
Sorenstam, the parents, were 
walking with Annika while 
keeping an anxious, if distant, 
eye on Chariotta, who is in her 
rookie season in the United 
Stales and was playing in the 
group behind. Perhaps they 
had been banned from watch¬ 
ing, but it would seem that a 
no-holds-barred family 
summit would be in order, to 
thrash die matter out. 

Chariotta, who started with 
a round of 76, was having a 
better day. going out in 35. two 
under par. Striding out ahead 
of her playing partners, who 
included Karrie Webb, the 
rookie sensation of 1996, it was 
easy to see the same determ¬ 
ination that has made her 
sister a champion. 


h P Lanywe iCzj 6-4. 6-Cr N KipnM 
(Japan &i E Makarova tRussi 7-5, 6-1. M 
To (USj W A Milei (US) 7-5. 6-1; f 
GfcnrMrtsicspJ 1 (Aig> U B Hippner (IS) 6-4, 
?■« J Waianafie (USI bt A Morttoio |Sp) &• 
6.6-3 6-2 M SaeV j (Japan bt R Glands ilti 
0-6. 01. c-j F Latut (Atgi bi M de Swan# 
ISA) 6-2, B-3. E Catlem (Bel) blM Sanchez 
Loiefizo itiloi 6-1 6-3. L Lee (US) bl C 
Oiaea (Ftm/6-i. 6-4. L McNart (US) U M 
Oreniarjt (Hdil) 64.64 
ST PETERSBURG: Men’s tournament: 
Second round: K Caitsen (Den) bt N 
Marquee. iPac/ 6-4 64. O Deface iff) bt D 
Vacek :Cz> c-3 7 6. T Johanwcri iSwrt) bl S 
Son an (fi) 3 6.6-3.6-?.MStKmGcf| blO 
Campoteif Hit 6-4. 6-4 


TOE nfifiSfc TIMES 


SPOBTS^SERVICE 


RACING 

Commenrary 

Call 0891500123 

Rc4uIl< 

Call 0891 100 123 


football 

Report-, and frortl the 
FA rjrlmf Prrmimhip 

Call 0839 555 562 

Reprfri'. and neons, from 
ihc Nationwide League 

CaU 0839 555 512 


Catt» cost S0p per mmule 


EQUESTRIANISM 


World leaders will be 
on show at Gatcombe 


By Jenny Macacthur 


BLYTH TAIT, of New Zea¬ 
land. the winner^ of the indi¬ 
vidual gold medal at the 
Olympic Games in Atlanta 
last year, and Mark Todd, his 
compatriot, the Olympic 
champion in 1984 and 1938, 
head a formidable field for the 
Gatcombe Horse Trials in 
Gloucestershire, sponsored by 
Land-Rover, which take place 
this weekend. 

The trials, which are of 
novice and intermediate stan¬ 
dard, were started by the 
Princess Royal five years ago 
and have been quick to estab¬ 
lish themselves on the circuit 
William Fox-Pin, who leads 
the home entry on Cosmopoli¬ 
tan, his Olympic horse, the 
winner at Aldon last weekend, 
is an enthusiastic supporter. 
“The going is usually good, the 
course is up to height, and 
there are plenty of challenging 
questions," he said. 

Other leading British riders 
competing include Mary 
King, who is attempting a 
third successive win this sea¬ 
son with King William, her 
former top horse, and also 
rides King Solomon, her 1996 
Blenheim winner: Lucinda 
Murray, with Lovell Lass, her 
Badminton entry: and Ian 
Stark, a member of the Great 
Britain Olympic team, who 
rides Sir Marcus and The' 
Moose. 

Fax-Pitt will also be compet¬ 
ing against Wiggy, his wife, 
who is deputising for her 
hushand art Loch Alan in 


order to help to prepare him 
for the Saumur Three-Day 
Event, in France in May. 

Tait and Todd, who finished 
first and second in the world 
three-day event rankings last 
season, nave two rides each in 
the intermediate sections. Tait 
competes with Chesterfield 
and Aspyring. his Badminton 
ride, on which he was fourth 
at the Boekelo event in Hol¬ 
land last October. 

Todd is approaching this 
weekend with some caution. 
His first ride is a new horse. 
Stunning, the New Zealand 
thoroughbred from which he 
had a fall at the water at the 
Puhinui three-day event in 
New Zealand in December — 
their first event together. He is 
also riding Kayem, the horse 
that he had to withdraw from 
the Games in Atlanta at the 
last minute because of a 
shoulder injury. 

Gatcombe takes on an add¬ 
ed significance this year. To¬ 
morrow marks tire launch' of 
National Riding Week, of 
which die Princess Royal is 
preddenL Theaim of the week 
is to encourage more people to 
ride — and to dispel the myth 
that riding is elitist 

More than 3,000 events 
have been organised, includ¬ 
ing, on Friday, “Take a Friend 
Riding Day", when riding 
schools nationwide are offer¬ 
ing lessons free or at reduced 
prices. Gatcombe will play its 
part by offering pony rides 
tomorrow afternoon. 


Mystic appeal 
draws elite 
to the crease 


THERE is* book, confusingly 
called The Too of Cricket, 
which claims that cricket is in 
truth ah Indian game that 
happened to have been invent¬ 
ed in England. This column 
has long been sympathetic to 
this notion and now I can 
bring you conclusive proof. 

India's best-town living 
mystic is Satya Sal Baba, a 
greatly revered figure who has 
many followers among the 
rich and powerful of the 
Western world. He will be 72 
in November and there can be 
no better way to celebrate this 
cosmic event than a cricket 
march. There is no difficulty in 
bringing about so small a 
miracle as this; the Baba 
includes among his devotees 
such transcendentally gifted 
cricket adepts as Sunil 
Gavaskar, Gundappa 
Viswanath and ErapaUi 
Prasanna. This triumvirate is 
finalising a list of players to be 
invited for a match between an 
Indian and a World XI. 

The Baba was inspired to 
his pursuit of cricket by a visit 
from the World Cup-winning 
Sri Lanka captain, Arjuna 
Ranatunga. The match will be 
held at the Baba'S vast “her¬ 
mitage" at Puttaparti, near 
Bangalore. The Baba's trust 
can afford a pretty lavish 
celebration, not being short of 
the odd lakh or crore of 
rupees. And transport is a 
small problem to such a man; 
the hermitage has its own 
airfield. 



SIMON BARNES 



On Saturday 


^ „ 
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Paying his ticket 

Perhaps the truest test of 
character in sport is the ability 
to make horrendous cock-ups 
—and then to rise above them. 
This column applauds the 
achievement of the amateur 
rugby league dub. Siddal, in 
rising above the most grievous 
of self-inflicted wounds. 
Siddal, a club from Halifax, 
were travelling to play a tie in 
the BNFL National Cup, the 
amateurs' Challenge Cup, at 
Hensingham, in Cumbria. 

On die way, the coach 
stopped at Cockermouth for 
the stretching of legs. The lads 
then went on to the ground, 
where they discovered that 
one of their props, a giant by 
the name of Mallgranda, was 
not among them. He had 
slipped off for a pee and they 
had driven off without him. 
The bus went back for him 
and Mallgranda was in time 
to watch the second half. 
There he saw the coach, Andy 
Hancock, responsible for the 
head count on the bus, playing 
in his places And Siddal man¬ 
aged to win 2KL16. 

Sh^arp operators 

Remember the era of the 
catwalk football manager? 
The sharpest suit competition, 
the clunkiest jewellery, as 
managers such as John Bond 
and Ron Atkinson sought the 
honour of looking the most 
spiv-tike. Thank the Lord, 
most managers prefer to wear 
tracksuits these days. But 
American college basketball is 
a sport still in thrall to the 
myth of the suit The sport's 
defining image is 12 black 
giants standing around a 
small white man going ber¬ 
serk in a bad suit 


Managerial dressing for the 
camera is accepted as a prime 
aspect pf the sport. Now an 
organisation called Jos. A 
Bank Clothier of Baltimore 
has given awards for the best- 
dressed manager, with Tubby 
Smith, of Georgia Tech, and 
Rick Pittino, of the University 
, of Kentucky, taking top hon¬ 
ours. Bob Knight, of Indiana 
University, and John Chaney, 
of Temple University, are 
written off as “fashionably 
challenged - .. Smith apparent¬ 
ly won the dress-off: “He co¬ 
ordinates his colour well," his 
citation read. “His suits fit and 
they lit his personality." 

Worries at home 

It is hard to be a sports star. 
Ronaldo, the brilliant Brazil 
forward playing for Barcelo¬ 
na, is negotiating with his 
dub for a still more lucrative 
contract said to be worth 
around £2 million a year. 
Meanwhile, he learns that his 
father, Nelio Nazario Lima, 
has been in trouble for drugs 
again. He was arrested in 
possession of heroin, but went 
unpunished because the drug 
was for “personal use”. “I've 
been into drags for five 
years.*’ he said. “But I have 
stopped so as not to tarnish 
the image of Ronaldo, whom 
1 love so much.” This was 
contradicted by one of 
Ronaldo's understrappers. Al¬ 
exander Maiyins. “We are 
organising medical treatment 
for him. Ronaldo is worried. 
We shall hdp him." Flame is a 
hard business for all involved. 

Headline makers 

The pun is a dangerous thing; 
you ask James Joyce. A pun 
can fall horribly flat, become 
incomprehensibly elliptic, can 
blow up in your face. How¬ 
ever. the moments when a 
good pun hits the target are 
wonderfully sweet The un¬ 
sung heroes of journalism are 
the people who write the 
headlines. It is to celebrate 
their outbreaks ctf inventive¬ 
ness that Oddball Publishing, 
publisher of the indispensable 
BBC Radio S Live Sports 
Yearbook, has come up with 
The Oddball Sports Headline 
Award. 

The idea came from a 
conversation with Pete 
Nicholls, of Oddball, myself 
and another journo, Sim6n 
O'Hagan, in which we ban¬ 
died such legendary headlines 
as "Super Cali fabutistic Air¬ 
drie are atrocious" and 
“Queen in brawl at Palace". 
Here are the best headlines of 
1996. by the judges’ derision, 
runners-up first. The Observer 
reported an under-19 cricket 
match under "Holtioakes 
from tittle acorns grow". The 
Sun captioned a picture of the 
Formula One driver. Pedro 
Diniz. horrifyingly engulfed in 
flames, an accident from 
which he walked away: “Diniz 
in the oven." However, the 
winner was The Sunday Tele¬ 
graph, an establishment that 
has clearly not forgotten the 
Sixties. Baieath its story of a 
Brazilian footballer going 
Awol while linked with 
another dub: “Emerson late 
and Parma?" 



WJLUS COFtROON INTER SERVICE 

RUGBY CHAWIPIOWSHIP/^^v 


ROYAL NAVY v ARMY 

Saturday 12 April 1997. Kick-off 3pm 
12.30pm U-21 ma t ch 
England Students v Combined! 


ARMY v ROYAL AIR FORCE 

Wednesday 16ajsH 7. Kkbcffipm 

12.30pm match 
Portsmouth Grammar School 
v King’s School, Bruton 


ROYAL AIR FORCE v ROYAL NAVY 

Wednesday 2} April J997 Kick-off3pw 
12.30pm mated 

Sussex v Hampshire Schools *U-tZs' 


Adults £10 (Juniors 
(2 adults & 2 crikJrw) School 


£20 

£1 per person 


Tickets from Credit Card Hotline 

01705 865575 or at the gate 



■j 









54 SPORT 


I ARSENAL 

The match on Monday is vital 
Vtfg ffi y Jar both Arsenal and Liverpool, 
and could wdl end in a draw— 
but both teams badly need a 
win to retain any chance of the tide. Ian 
Wright is return wifl give added firepower to 
an Arsenal attack that has been doing 
surprisingly well without him and Paul 
Merspn. thanks largely to the all-round 
excellence of Dennis Bergkamp. But can the 

heavy ram in the Arsenal defence cope with 

the darting raids of Robbie Fbwler or the 
incursions of Steve McManantan? BG 


I DERBY COUNTY _| 

It is just as well that Dean 
Sturridge returns from suspen- 
sion to free Tottenham this 
* afternoon. Derby have strug¬ 
gled up front of late, but after being rebuffed 
by Tbmmy Johnson, Jim Smith, the 
manager, believes he will be unable to bring 
in reinforcements before die deadline 
unless a work, permit for Paulo Wanchope, 
the Costa Rica striker, arrives next week. “I 
thought we would have die strikers to get 
the necessary goals this season but that has 
not been the case," Smith said. RH 


THE TIMES SATURDAY 


THE TIMES GUIDE TO THE PREMIERSHIP THIS WEEKEND 


[ ASTON VILLA _| 

ft* I Villa* pursuit of a place in the 
r 11 Uefa Cup next season is being 
* ¥ hampered by a dismal away 
record that shows few signs of 
improving. They have not won on their 
travels since early December, when they 
beat Southampton 1-0 at The Dell. “We’ve 
let ourselves down." Andy Townsend, die 
Villa captain, said. “It* just got to get 
better." This afternoon. Villa visit Black- 
bum Ravers, who have put together a nine- 
match unbeaten run in die league at Ewood 
Park since November. RK 


L ww- EVERTON _| 

*s£ m \ Evoton* recent form — only 
two Premiership wins in 13 
' outings — is a mystery to Joe 

Royie, the manager, but not 
half as bizarre as the latest inquiry for Paul 
Rideout, h is much-travelled striker. Ride¬ 
out, 32. has stirred die interest of the all- 
conquering Chinese dub, Huan Dao 
Vanguards. Royie says die deal is a 
“possibility" but. apparenUy. will only 
entertain it if. in. return. Vanguards part 
with their prolific and highly-rated forward 
Huan Elluva GoL RK 


| BLACKBURN ROVERS [ 

.-•VlffS. v. The time of year when clubs 
•/ become distinctly rwitchy about 
... their players travelling on in- 

” 1 r -"" s 1 temational duty has arrived 
again. Colin Hendry has been playing for a 
few weeks with a groin injury and 
Blackburn are reluctant to let such a 
significant player risk further aggravation 
while playing for his country. Tony Parkes. 
the caretaker-manager, said: “We are 
prepared to play him if he is not 100 per 
cent fit, [but] we are unsure if he should do 
that at international level." DM 


LEED S UNITED 

_ - -- 

' ■ A 35k- G^rge Graham continues to 
: : reconstruct Leeds in his inimi- 

" tably solid, successful and 
utterly soporific style. How¬ 
ever, the rebellion appears to have already 
sorted — Carlton Palmer, with his 
transfer talk, and Tony Yeboah. with his 
shirt-throwing, providing welcome sources 
of entertainment. Yeboah has mysteriously 
declared himself unfit for the game against 
Sheffield Wednesday at Hillsborough to¬ 
day. ApparenUy, he has a severe dose of 
hategeorgeitis. RK 


CHELSEA _I 

""S? Can Middlesbrough'S defence 
^v^cope’ with Zola? Chelsea* 
V f ^ recent form has been typically 
- ’ s -* erratic slayers of Sunderland 
staccato against Southampton, when 
Grodas. in goal, was inspired Ruud Gullit, 
the manager, admits that even with Frank. 
Leboeuf, who has been missing lately, 
Chelsea can be troubled by high balls, but 
against Southampton their defence did net 
look too happy on the ground other. 
Juninho will be the main problem tf 
Ravanelli does not play. BG 


___ LEICESTER CTY _j 

■ .vjgjfc-- Leicester evened their account 
-Twt- f° r dte season when they beat 
[S3. V Southampton in August, with 
,y< -Emile Heskey scoring what 
Martin O'Neill, the manager, described as 
a “winder goal" If Leicester's continuing 
presence away from the relegation area has 
surprised pundits, then the development of 
Heskey certainly has not. “He amid play 
anywhere on the field and in many cases 
probably better than die players there 
already," O'Neill said. Poole continues to 
deputise for Keller in goal.. RH 




- . . -.-i-.-iwriK V' ,-i 

' V^JP 


/j&ff ?--■■■ 

Most matches at 
tiggM the season rug 
2 £Se tant and pivotal _t 

^SSp cnirial- Coventry* v 

ts^sesssssA :-1 


Who recently had wi 

member of the Fourtii Estate 


r“T^ LIVERPOOL \ 

You have to hand it to Rctttfe 
Jrsrl Fowien he certan^fa®^ ^ 

how to make an impact. HB T- - 

shirt stunt caused a few waves- 

afier&eEuropemivicft^OT'nitJR^i^, 

perhaps more enduring will be tte inq«es-. - 
by his two goals. - 

Liverpool forward wiU nowgrt the 
tuty for his country that his fam 
demanded. He is. he says, ready: In toe • 
past Imay have appeared a little omnAig 
but I can assure die manager that is 
case now." ■ 



MANCHESTER UNITED 

United* stroll in Oporta per- 
[SfJ® haps more for the players than 
the fans, will have revived the 
dub* aspirations of greatness. 
The European Cup, die creme de la crime, 
beckons. So it is perhaps appropriate that 
Manchester has been chosen for the site of 
die International Football Hall of Fame, 
which will “feature the sport* leading 
players through the ages. Voting is already 
underway for the “Hall of Famers” with the 
early frontrunners bring Beckham. 
Cantona, Schmrichel, Giggs... RK 


1 .^ ^MIDDLESBROUGH _| 

Whh Fabririo Ravanelli having 
flown to Italy for treatment on a 
tweaked hamstring yesterday. 

— Middlesbrough lack their lead¬ 
ing scorer fen* the meeting today with 
Chelsea. The likely duel between Festa and 
Mark Hughes promises to be a spicy sub¬ 
plot Bryan Robson, the manager, attempt¬ 
ed to sign Ruud Gullit now the manager of 
Chelsea, in 1995 but Gullit declared that he 
“had never heard of Middlesbrough". 
Teesside hopes that he will have bad 
memories of the place by tonight 


|_ — NEWCASTLE UNITED _| 

Sir John Hall had had the 
smile wiped off his free even 
■* . before the miserable events of 
Tuesday evening. After a con¬ 
vivial lunch with Prince Rainier before tire 
Uefa Cup de against Monaco, he was 
confronted by a French journalist “What" 
he was asked, “can you say about Newcas¬ 
tle* attempt to sign Sammer?" Judging by 
the thunderous look on his face, there was 
something in it — and Sir John* explana¬ 
tion that Newcastle are looking for players 
of such quality betrayed much. DM 


-Oj 


L S HEFFIELD WEDNESDAY \ 

Ijgl After playing just two games all 

GpVa3 season, Lee Briscoe returns. 

^=3^ His appearance is particularly 
timely, given that he has just 
begun contract talks to keep him with the 
dub for a further four seasons. “It has beat 
frustrating for me, but I’m hopeful that I 
will be able to establish myself in the side 
and that I will be able to sign a new deal to 
keep me here," he said. Collins and 
Humphreys will contest the shirt vacated fay 
Atherton, the' injured captain, and 
Fembridge returns after suspension. DM 


| .. SUNDERLAND _] 

Twenty years after cheering 
Hffjfl Sunderland on from the 
Ful well End, Chris Waddle 
finally pulls on the red and 
white stripes today, making his debut 
against Nottingham Forest Ironically, 
Waddle almost joined FbreStfrom Bradford 
City two weeks ago. Peter Reid, the 
manager, trusts that his new recruit will 
lift his players, exorcising the memory of 
the 6-2 thrashing at Chelsea last week and, 
more importantly, hauling Sunderiand 
dear of relegation danger. 


| ^ NOTTINGHAM FOREST | 

£,3 The next two games could 
decide the fate of a clu b once 
a ga^ t *' n, T rvw>rw ^ in the bottom 
three. Forest visit Sunderiand 
rhfo afternoon and Middlesbrough on 
Monday, both op po ne nts struggling 
against relegation themselves. Van 
Hooijdonk has added thrust to the atta ck, 
but for how long wSl Saunders remain 
alongside him? The Wales forward has 
scared just three times in the league this 
season, and Moore, signed fromTranmere. 
must be under caoridorafion. RH 


SOUTHAMPTON 



HOW THEY STAND 


Goal Last five 
P Pts efiff kje games 


. 1 .Manchester United. 30 60 +26 WDWLW 

2 Liverpool. 30 57 +26 WDLWD 

. ' 3 Arsenal. 31 57 +25 LLWWW 

4 Newcastle.29 51 +23 WW11W 

5 Chelsea.30 49 +8 LDLWW 

6 Sheffield Wednesday ..30 48 +4 WWWWL 

.Z-AstetrVaa .... r. '30~47 =Ffr-- WDWLD 

"".8W»rnbiedon.29 45 +5‘ DLDLD~ 

/a^jwdSL:.;:.31 40 -8 WWWDL 

w-JO Tottenham.30 39 -3 LLWWD- 

>1 H'Laksster..30 38 -7 WWDLD 

FZftackbum-.30 36 +2‘ WDCWL 1 

~:.13Evritarii;„.30 36 -6 . 0LDLW 

■ i4Dt*w ---14 •'~ 'du/vll 

t&Suncfefiand-..._31 32 -19 LLWLL 

-16 West Ham..30 30 -12 WLWDD 

- 17 Coventry_31 30 -17 DLDDL 

..ia Notiingham Forest ...... 31 29 -21 WLLDD ‘ 

• IfrtMW&sbrough..29 28- -8 LLWWW 

'V^sauthanf^n^;^._.__ 30 26 -12 V\ -WDDU. 

‘'i* : r A'--t MUdbs&augti deducted three points 
•" ■ 

• i.*:.-..' • . ■ . .si'. . > 

" Af'J T«f ■ 


Despite bring selected again 
rasa for the England squad, Mat- 
qfiaSat thew Le Tissio* is having 
trouble getting into the South¬ 
ampton starting line-up. Graeme Souness, 
the manager, feels that a groin injury 
means that the player is not fit to play 90 
minutes. Le Ussier, who came on after 52 
m inu tes of the defeat at Chelsea, disagrees. 
Definitely missing from die team to^play 
Leicester are Gaus Lundekvam and Jason 
Dodd, who is out for a month with a 
recurrence of a cartilage problem. NS- 


TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR , 1 

Tottenham* recent mini-reviv- 
al — a sequence of three 
qggggp matches intij^ten — has prob¬ 
ably came too late to revive 
their hopes of European competition': next 
season: Not surprising^, it has done little, 
‘either, to alleviate the gloom of the Tatt- 
enham Action GToup. a‘ small yet vigorous 
and vociferous band of tortured souls. “If 
the team can draw 30.000 crowds in its 
present feeble situation," a spokesman said, 
“just imagine what a successful team, play¬ 
ing Spurs-style football, could do." '' RK 




m&r. 


| WEST HAM UNITED _| 

j ffffMi. ^ ''“ft 10 Coventry City 

today being followed by match- 
es against Middlesbrough and 
Soutiiampton, West Ham* 
destiny will be shaped over the next three 
weeks. “It is a vital game al Highfield Road 
and we need to get something out of it," 
Harry Redknapp, the manager, said yester¬ 
day. They do, too — fixture rescheduling 
means that the last three games of their 
campaign will be against Sheffield Wednes¬ 
day, Newcastle United and Manchester 
United. KP 


| r f-37 1 WIMBLEDON _[ 

dj Although Brian McAllister 
fegy joins Neil Sullivan in the 
Scotland squad, there are still 
no England places far Robbie 
Earle and Chris Perry. Vinnie Jones, 
captain, actor and chatshow host, who said 
this week that he would also like to be a 
player-manager, may play in Europe 
whatever happens to Wimbledon. Out of 
contract at the end of the season, he could go 
abroad for nothing under the Bosnian 
ruling. Negotiations with Sam Hamman, 
the dub* owner, are under way. NS 




^|ggp |£3 


Reports: Bilan QanvMe, Russell Kempson. Rfchard Hobson, Nick Szczepanfic, 
Keith Pike, David Maddock. Statistics: JiAnDeebarough 
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BLACKBURN ROVERS v 
ASTON VILLA 

TICKErS: Seats avafiebfe 


m 



COVENTRY CITY v 


TtCKETte Seats writable 


10-YEAR RECORD: -.1-1. - W). 1 ^). 3-1.1-1. 


HOW THEY LINE UP 

KjACKBURN ROVERS (from): T Rowers, J Kama, 6 Le Saux, 
C Hendry, H Bern. T Shenwod, G Rfteroft. W MdWay, J Mcax, 
P Pedersen, K GaBacher, C Sutton, N Markw, G Doris, P Wahurst. 
S Given, D Duff, L Bohiien, G Fenton. 


n 


DERBY COUNTY v 
TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 

TICKETS: So*d qta 


ttii V 



ASTON VILLA 
S Staunton, D1 
D Yortffi. J Jo 
M Oakes. 


r. M Bosnich, F Nelson, A Wright, U Biogu, 

s, R Scimeca, I Taylor. A Townsend, M Draper, 
T Johnson. C Hendrie, N 


nsend, M Draper, 
Eiavis, S Muray, 


10-YEAR RECORD: 1-3, 0-0, 1-1, —, —, 1-0, —. 1-1,2-0,2-2. 


' HOW THEY UNE UP 

COVENTHYCtTY Qrom): S Ogrizowc, B Borrows, R Shaw, G Breen, 
D Dublin, A Evtushok. M Hall. P Williams, P Teffer. N Wheian, E Jess, 
K Richardson. G McAllister. D Huckarby, P Ndtovu, W Bolaid, 
D Burrows. J Ran, 

WEST HAM UNITED (from): L MMosto, T Breacksr, J Dicks, S Potts, 
I Bhhop, M Rieper, P Kteofi, J Hartson, K Rowland. H Porfrio, I Dowie, 
J Monew, S Lazarkfis. L Sealey, R Fenflnand, S BiHc, M Omonlmyni, 
o Mean. 


10-YEAR RECORD: —. 1-2.1-1.2-1.0-1, —. —. —. —, —. 


HOW THEY LINE UP 

DBBY COUNTY (from): M Taylor, J Laursen, P McGrath, G Rowett, 
L Carsley, R van dsr Laan, C Daffly, D Powell. C Powell P TroOope. 
A Asancwic, A Want, D Sturidge, I Stfmac, M Carbon, P Simpson, 
SRynn.RHoulL 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR (from): IWaficer.SCarnpbefi.CCaWerwood, 
C WBson, D Howafc, D Andertort, E Shamgham, A S&ttwi, 
R Rosarttha l , S Carr, J Dozzefl, S Netheroott, E Baardsen. A Ntdsan, 
R ASen, J Scries, D Austin, S Nersen. 


EVERTONv 
MANCHESTER UNITED 

TICKETS: Seats avatebie 



10-YEAR RECORD: 3-t, 2-1,1-1, 3-2. Q-i, gp, q. 2 q., ^ ^ 

^ ■ HOW THEY UNE UP 

EVERTON (from): N SouthriL P Gerrarri f n ^ , . . , ^ . 
n i ir»—wL- Ti?®™™. = Banett, A Hinchcfiffe, 


HOW THEY LINE UP ' • - . 

MIDDLESBRQUGH (from): M Schwanzar, N Cca, N Psareon. G Faria, 
C Blackmons, P Stamp, Emereorv. C Htentt, Juninho. M Beck. 
C Fleming, A Moore. B Roberts, D Whyte, S Vickers, A Ormerod, 
M Sumfnecbeil 

OSSEA flrom): F Grades, D Peftescu. F Sinclair, S Oarte. 
E Johnsea s Mrto, C Bwtey. R Di Mriteo, D Wfae, M Hu^ns. G Zola. 
P Hughes, A Myers, N Colgan, J Morris, G ViaH, P Paker. 


TOMORROW 


WIMBLEDON v 


TfCKETsr Seats avaflabie 


10-YEAR RECORD; 3-1.00.40. 


,4-2,00,30. 


HOW THEY UNE UP 

WIMBLEDON (bom): N Suffivan, K ■ Cunnjnriiam,' A Kbnbls, 
D Bteckwefl, C Party, a McAHster, A Reeves, DJupp, N Ardtey. R Earle, 
P Fear, S Casthxfrie. M Ha f o rd . O Leonadsen, E Ekofri. 
D Hofdsworth, M Gayje. J BreB. _ 


NEWCASTLE UNITED 
J BerttSfend, D Brity. D 
RBSott. DGinda. KSIIm 


n): S Wriop, P Snticek, W Barton, 
cock. R Lae, P Beardsley, F Asprfc 
S Wrison, L Glafc, P Atoert, J Crawford. 


SHEFFIHJD WEDNESDAY *)Y 
v LEEDS UNITED 

TICKETS: Seers awritefate 1_ 

10-YEAR RECORD: —. —. —. —, —, 1-0.1-1,3-3,1-1,6-2. 


•_ HOWTHEY UNE UP 

SH&HtLD WH3NESDAY Aram): K Pressman, I Nolan. L Briscoe, 
r iSt ? Wa ^ 8f ' 9 S* 0 ™*- M Pombridge, R 

g Cwtwie. R Banker, D Hirst A Booth, WCoEr^ 
M VWBams. S Oakes, O Donaldson, M Clarke. ' 

UNTTH) (from): N Martyn. L fladefae, D YfeheraB, L Shwpe, 
’ r ^ l b Dfne. L Bowyer G Hate, I Herts, R Motenaar, G Kefly. 
A Dor^o, M Boeney, M Raid. M Jackson. R Waflace. A Gray, 
ACouzans. 7 

MOMMY 


. HOW THEY UNE UP . 

ARSBWL (from): D Seaman, L Dixon, A Adams, P Vfetei, M Keown. 
S Boukt N Wirterbum, R Pariour, 0 Pirit D Bergkamp, 1 Wright- 
M Rose, R Gwde. S Menhal. S Morrow, J Lrioc. L Harper, P Sew, 
SHughte, NAnefe.- - 


ARSENAL v v' ^ > 

UVBtPOOL 'j f 

. . • TTCKETSrSokJout _ 

•10-YEW RECORD; 0-1,1-a i-i.'1-1,00.40. Ol, 1-0,0-1.00. 


UVBiPOOL ftqn^: D-Jamea. DMatteo, R Junes, SI Bjometjye, 
J McAtaer, M wrfoht N Ruddock, P Babb, J Banes, S McManeman,- 
M Thomas. J' Ffedknapp, S- Coflymore, R Fowfer, S Hartne ss ,' 
M Kennedy, A Warner, L Jones, P Barger, BTKvarme. . 


SOUTHAMPTON V 
LEICESTER CITY 

TICKETS: SaU out 




10-YEAR RECORD: 40. —, —, —. —. —, —, —. 2-i. —. 


HOW THEY LINE UP 


SOUTHAMPTON 
Gobbd. J MagBto 


D Beasent 


I Dryden, U v»i 
, M Ewwb. M Le. 
isoa S Basham, 


LEICESTER CfTY ffiom): K Pooie, S Grayson. J Lawrence, J VfaHs, 
S Wrish. S Prior, M Stott; M WiMow. P Kaanak S Guppy,N Lanrwn; 
M teat, S Taylor, S Campbell, S Wteon, S Ctaridge, M Robins, 
E Heskey, I Marahafl, I Andrews. 


W 


MIDDLESBROUGH v 
NOTTINGHAM FOREST 

: TICKETS: Seats avalabte 


10-YEAR RECORD: —, 14, -, 1-2, M, _ M 


HOW THEY UNE UP 

MDDLES8ROUGH (from): M Schmarzar,- N Cart, N Person, G Festa, 
C Hackmore, P Stanp. Emerson, C ttgnett. Juninho, M Beck 
C Fleming. A Moore, B Roberts, D Whyte. S Vickers, a Ormerod, 
MStommertstt .... - - 

NOTTWQHAM FOREST ftom): M Crossley, D LyWe. S Pearce. 
C Cooper. S-Ch8ttfa, D Phltoe. AI HaaSd .1 W&n, S G«SS 
D. Saunders, J 3 van Hooitonk. I Moore. B ONoS, B Roy, J Lee 
SGkraASBHhenrickAfattte.NJertan. . ^ 


HOWTHEY UNE UP" 


A Rae,- J Muttn, C Russell. D Prae^, D VWfaSs Stemn ' M 
NOTTflUGHAM FOREST flramV w rw 

D P W; At Hteaiarid C S Peaiw - 

O Sawtoere, P van Hoofidonk l S GamrriU 

S GiAran, S BfatherwfekA^^ Moore ' Bo ^,B Roy^JlS; 








|7P"iSkySport,A5Sa7^^^ 

j - • • • 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK lEfOU DONOTKEEP UP 
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FOOTBALL 


Strachan 
searches 
for key to 
survival 


By Richard Hobson 


)S 


eer 


fall 


?% 


NINE times in the 30 seasons 
since winning promotion 
under Timmy Hill,. Coventry 
City have been unable to 
confirm their survival in tile 
top flight until the final day of 
the season. After sailing so 
dose to the wind in the past, 
this could be the year in which 
they are finally blown over. 

They entertain West Ham 
United this afternoon, know¬ 
ing that anything other than a 
win could push them into the 
bottom three of the FA Carling 
Premiership. Fourth from bot¬ 
tom, they have taken just two 
points from their past five 
games, the worst record in the 
Premiership. West Ham have 
managed to crawl out of the 
bottom three during the same 
^ period and sit one place above 
T them. 

So what is new? Does 
history not dictate that sudi 
perennial stragglers were 
bound to be in this predica¬ 
ment? In fact, this season was 
meant to be different The 
present squad has been 
assembled at a cost of beyond 
£20 million and, even in these 
inflated times, such a level of 
investment demands higher 
reward than mere survival. 

Coventry began badly 
under the management of Ron 
Atkinson and. except far a run 
of four successive wins in 
December under his replace¬ 
ment, Gordon Strachan, they 
dftt have fared tittle better since. 

- But for that mini-revival, they 
would be practically Roomed 
by now. 

The 4-0 defeat at Newcastle 
United last Saturday prompt¬ 
ed Strachan to think deeply 
about his strategy. Inevitably, 
it raised plenty of questions 
and not many answers. 

“I wonder if some of the 
players think that, because we 
are Coventry Q'ty, we are 
bound to get out of trouble 
because that has always hap¬ 
pened in die past," he said. 
"The fact is that we are on a 
downward slide and we have, 


to alter that by our own efforts. 
At die start of the season. I 
never imagined we would be 
in this position because of the 
quality of the players in the 
squad. So what does that tell 
you? Are the players not as 
good as people think? Are 
some of them living on their 
reputations? Frankly, 1 am 
baffled, but one thing 1 do 
know is that we are not near 
the bottom by accident" 

Strachan cancelled a play¬ 
ers’ day off this week. Instead, 
on Tuesday, he took the side 
paint-balling, a game which 
involves teams replicating 
warfare by firing pellets of 
paint at each other from 
customised rifles. The manag¬ 
er — and his car — came off 
worst 

The game is favoured by 
large businesses, who send 
their employees on “exercise” 
to foster corporate bonding. In 
football, the word is team¬ 
work. "I always put great 
importance on togetherness 
because; without that, it is 
impossible to play well and 
enjoy the game,” Strachan 
said. 

D Craig Brown, the Scotland 
manager, has opted for an 
experienced squad, more than 
half of whom are 30 or over, 
for the World Cup qualifying 
ties against Estonia next Sat¬ 
urday and Austria on April 2. 

“We have a squad with 
some older and experienced 
players, but that can be to my 
advantage;" Brown said. 
“Many of the players know 
that they are playing for a last 
crack at the World Cup finals 
in France nett year.” 

SCOTLAND; T Boyd (Celtic). C Burtey 
(Chofema), C CMdemood (Tottenham 
Hotspur). J CoOna (AS Monacal, 0 
Fermaoii (Ererton), I Ferguson (Rangers). 
KQaSedwr(BlacMnimRwa4.SGmnH 
(NcMrmtam Foresfl. C Hendry (Btaefcbum 
Roms), S Howto {McrhemeS). D Jackson 
(Hberrian). E Jess (Coventry City). R 
Lambert (Bomssia Dartmurxfl, J Leighton 
(Htoemtan). B McABotar (Wbrtjledon). G 
McABeter (Coventry Cfcy). A 
(Rangers). J McGrtny (Baton lAhndererel. 
T MdOnfey (Cetoc). W McWntay tBiack- 
tun Rorets). A McLaren (Rangers). P 
McStay (Cetfc). J Spencer (Chefcea). N 
Sufiven flMmfctadcri). 


Manager true to his beliefs 


STEVE GRITT 


THE FACE OF 
FOOTBALL 




ANDREW HASSON 


By Nick Szczepanik 


I t is a surname to live up 
to, but when Steve 
Gritt, the manager of 
Brighton and Hove Al¬ 
bion. bottom dub in the 
Nationwide League, des¬ 
cribes himself as “Gritt by 
name and grit by nature", it is 
without irony or arrogance. 

Rather, he is modestly 
agreeing with the assessment 
of Garry Nelson, who wrote 
of his then joint-manager at 
Chariton Athletic, in his book 
Left Foot Forward: “Steve’s 
strength and weaknesses as a 
player were visibly weighted 
towards the commitment end 
of the scale rather than the 
subtie. But those same char¬ 
acteristics stand him in very 
good stead as a manager." 

When Gritt joined Brigh¬ 
ton in December, thick skin 
and an ability to work mir¬ 
acles seemed more essentia] 
than the determination and 
commitment that his name 
suggests. Brighton were 11 
points behind the team in 9lst 
{dace, with relegation to the 
Vauxhall Conference a virtu¬ 
al certainty. 

Yet that appeared the least 
of their worries as supporters' 
anger at the safe of the 
Goldstone Ground by an 
unpopular board of directors 
continually overshadowed 
events on the field. To call the 
atmosphere unwelcoming is 
an understatement the writ¬ 
ing. in the form of anti-Gritt 
graffiti, was on the wail the 
day he arrived. 

“The supporters didn’t 
want anyone to take the job." 
Gritt recalled. “I didn’t expect 
to be received with open 
arms, hut the depth of their 
feelings towards the board 
took me by surprise. IVe 
since been to a meeting with 



Gritt surveys the embattled Goldstone Ground 


one of the supporters’ groups 
and listened to things they’ve 
had to say. It wasn't really me 
they were haring a go aL I 
had a good rapport with the 
supporters at Chariton and I 
knew what it was like for 
them when they had to leave 
The Valley." 

That rapport was built over 
a toed of 18 years that Gritt 
had spent at Charlton, first as 
a player, making 380 appear¬ 
ances in midfield in the top 
three divisions, then as joint- 
manager for four years with 
Alan Curbisblcy — the first 
such arrangement at a 
League dub. “We set the 
pattem-” Gritt said. “1 en¬ 


joyed it ft was a good 
grounding, but it got to a 
stage where we sat in an 
office too long, talking about 
the team, going round the 
offices and wouldn’t get as far 
as we'd like to. Mr Murray 
[the managing director] de¬ 
cided he only wanted one 
man in charge, which was 
why I left" 

The parting was, under¬ 
standably, traumatic. To be 
told in ten minutes, after 18 
years at a dub. that you are 
no longer wanted, is hard to 
accept but 1 have no prob¬ 
lems going bade there," Gritt 
said. He continues to play for 
a Chariton veterans team and 


holds season tickets at The 
Valley, but the 18 months of 
scouting and occasional ap¬ 
pearances for Welling United 
and Tooting and Mitcham 
that followed his departure 
were difficult “I thought, 
perhaps naively, that Td find 
work quite soon after fearing 
Chariton," be said. 

Recognition came eventu¬ 
ally with the post that it was 
widely thought nobody 
would want, but Gritt beat 50 
or so rivals to the Goldstone 
hot seat. His first task was to 
persuade the players to ig¬ 
nore off-the-field problems 
and then to restore confi¬ 
dence. “Everyone had given 
up hope but I’ve got players 
here who have a lot of talent" 
He harnessed the talent 
effectively enough to have 
narrowed the gap between 
Brighton and safety to one 
point by early March and 
was named manager of the 
month for February. As so 
often, the award proved a. 
poisoned chalice and results 
last weekend saw the gap 
standing at four points. 

“Our away performances 
haven't got the points they 
deserve," he said. “Last week, 
at Hull, it just looked a matter 
of time before we scored. 
Then one of their guys lar¬ 
rups one in from 30 yards.” 

I t was also wrongly sug¬ 
gested in a local news¬ 
paper that Gritt had 
contemplated resigning 
after incidents in the last 
home game, against Leyton 
Orient “I’m not a quitter," he 
said. "Even if the worst comes 
to the worst I'll see the job 
through." ■ 

The Brighton supporters, 
once so hostile, will be re¬ 
lieved to hear it; Gritt in turn, 
paid tribute to them. To get 
9.000 at tire last home game 
was unbelievable. The sup¬ 
port base is better than any 
dub in division three, or 
division two." 

Arid, dare one add, the 
Vauxhall Conference? Gritt 
nodded. “We have some 
tough games, but if at Christ¬ 
mas you had said that we 
would still have a chance of 
avoiding relegation they’d 
have snapped your hand off. 
We’ve got eight games left 
[today they play Cardiff City 
at the Goldstone) and they’ll 
be eight battles." 

Spoken with true ... det¬ 
ermination? Commitment? 
No. there is really only one 
word that fits. 


Le Tissier’s 
fitness 
provokes 
familiar 
argument 

By Russell Kempson 

CLUB versus country is. a 
thorny problem that has dog¬ 
ged Bntish football for de¬ 
cades. Yesterday, in the latest 
episode, Glenn Hoddle. the 
En gland coach, and Graeme 
Souness, the Southampton 
manager, were involved in an 
undignified dispute about the 
fitness of Matthew Le Tissier. 
the Southampton playmaker. 

Hoddle has selected Le 
Tissier in his squad for the 
international match against 
Mexico at Wembley a week 
today. Although Souness had 
said earlier this week that Le 
Ussier was struggling with 
foot and groin injuries, 
Hoddle claimed that Le 
Tissier had confirmed his 
fitness when he spoke to him. 

However, Souness disputed 
yesterday Hoddle’S version of 
events. “I spoke to Matt after 
he received the call from 
Glenn and he said that he was 
going to tell Glenn that he 
didn’t feel he could do himself 
justice because of the injuries," 
Souness said. “But Glenn has 
has insisted on pulling out a 
story totally different to the 
one Matt tokJ me.” 

Fabrmo Ravanelli, the Mid¬ 
dlesbrough striker, may miss 
the Coca-Cola Cup final 
against Leicester City at Wem¬ 
bley on April 6. Ravanelli. 
scorer of 26 goals this season, 
has flown to his native Italy for 
treatment on a tom hamstring. 

“We’re not quite sure of the 
extent of tile damage, but he 
could be out for two to three 
weeks." Bryan Robson, the 
Middlesbrough player-man¬ 
ager, said yesterday. “Person¬ 
ally, 1 think he's got a good 
chance of making the final 
because he’s a good healer." 

Robson is also planning to 
speak to Mario Zagallo, the 
Brazil coach, to tiy to secure 
the release of Juninho, the 
Middlesbrough midfield play¬ 
er, from Brazil's game against 
Chile four days before the 
Coca-Cola Cup derider. 

ENGLAND UNDER-21 SQUAD <y SwEH- 
land, al Swmdon Team, Apnl 1): B Roberts 
(MUreesbrough), C Day [Crystal Palace); P 
NevBe (Mfincna&ter United), J Coition 


(Derby CoLrty), R Scameee (Aston VUa), M 
Rose (Arsenal), M Broomes (Blackburn 
Rovers), R FenJfoond (West Ham United). 
M Hal (Coventry CM. L Bowyer (Leeds 
Untied). L Briscoe (Sheffield Wednesday). 
S Hughes (Arsenal), P Stomp MeUes 
trough). J Morris (Chetoea). J Crvrughor 
1. L Hendrie (Aston VBa). M 
(Sunderland). R Humphrey* 
Held Wednesday). M Branch 
-vertun). D Hucfcerby (COvertiy City). 


Marseilles 
expected 
to persuade 
Ginola 
to take wing 

By Russell Kempson 


MARSEILLES are favourites 
to sign David Ginola, the 
unsettled Newcastle United 
winger, after Kenny Dalglish, 
the Newcastle manager, con¬ 
firmed yesterday that die 
player had asked for a trans¬ 
fer. However. Ginola was stiff 
included in the squad to pjjay 
Wimbledon in the FA Carling 
Premiership at Selhurst Park 
tomorrow. 

"David has asked for a 
move and that will be dealt 
with irr due course." Dalglish 
said. The dub will discuss it 
and make its derision. David 
will be the first to know the 
answer. As long as he’s here, 
he's going to be an asset and 
do the best he can for the dub. 
I’m sure there won’t be any 
adverse reaction from him." 

Ginola, 30. has repeatedly 
expressed his disappointment 
at being left on the substitutes' 
bench since Dalglish replaced 
Kevin Keegan al St James' 
Park in January. He stayed in 
France, preferring not to re¬ 
turn vrith the Newcastle party 
after the 3-0 defeat by AS 
Monaco in the .Uefa Cup 
quarter-finals on Tuesday. 

Marseilles made their inter¬ 
est known earlier this month 
when they contacted Jean- 
Franco is Larios, Ginoia’s per¬ 
sonal manager. Ginola. a 
£2J> milli on buy from Paris 
Saint-Germain, had com¬ 
plained that he was being 
“mucked about” by Dalglish. 

Franz Beckenbauer, who is 
spearheading Germany’s at¬ 
tempts to host the 2006 World 
Cup finals ahead of England, 
is worried that competition 
between the countries could 
harm each other’s chances of 
staging the toumamenL Yet 
although he fears a third 
country could enter the race 
with a late, successful bid, he 
has ruled out suggestions of a 
joint effort from England and 
Germany. 

“If you can’t organise a 
World Cup on your own, you 
should leave it" Becken¬ 
bauer. the former Germany 
coach and captain, said. 

Uefa. tire sport's European 
governing body, will support 
only one country and will 
meet in Switzerland on April 
17 to deride. The ultimate 
derision will be made by Fifa, 
the world governing body. 








FOOTBALL 
Kkfc-Otf 3.0 unfess seated 
■ denotes aWcfeet march 
PooS coupon numbers «i brackets 

FA Carfing PramteaNp 

(1) Blackburn v Aston ViBa-- 

(Z) Covertry v West Ham.-. 

(3) Derby vTottenham .-■■■ 

(4) Ererton v Manchester Utd. 

(5) Middlesbrough v Chetoea .- 

(B) Sheffield Wednesday v Leeds. 

f7)SouthamptonvLeicester ....- 

(3) • Sunderland v Nottingham Fores* 

P W D L F A Pta 

Man Utd. 30 17 9 4 59 32 80 

Liverpool—. 3D 16 9 5 51 25 57 

AraenaL...... 31 16 9 6 51. 20 57 

Newcastle.-. 29 IS 6 » SB 35 51 

Oieisea-.30 13 ID 7 51 43 49 

SheffWbd -.30 1212 6 39 35 48 
Aston VSa.. . 30 13 0 9 35 27 47 

Wmbfedon-29 12. 9 8 41 36 45 

Leeds-—.31 ll'TIS 24 32 40 

Tottenham..: 3011 6 13 36 39 39 

Lecesta. .... 30 TO 8 12 35 42 38 

Blackburn.... 30 8.12 10 33 30 36 
EvertDn—30 fl 9 12 37 43 36 
Derby.-—, 30 711 12 31 45 32 

Sunderland.. 31 8 6 15 28 47 32 

VteMHan_.:X 7.. 914 2B 40 30 
Coventry 31 6 12 13 26 , 43 30 

NotoTTFbr.~-3J -fi 11 14~. 26 '47 29 
ttattesbro 29 8 7 14 42 51 23 

Soumampwi 30 6 816 37 49 26 

t Maaesbmj&i deducted tfrree parts 
Nationwide league- . 

FhstititfWon 

(B-finrtrwhamvShef&sld Uld . 

(10) Bradford vWoNerhampton . 

(M) GrimsbyvTrormero ... 

112} Huddersfield v Bamsfey. 

03)ManchesterCttyvStoke .. 

(14) Nnwdcfj v Bolton _ .... 

(15) PortVatev Swindon.. 

(16) QPfiv Portsmouth.. 

(17) Resting v Ipswich -- 

(18) Southend v Oxford Utd — .. 

(19) West Bromwich v Charlton . 

P W D L F A Pto 

BrttOfl_39 23 18 4 86 48 61 

Wbtves.:.3819 ,811 54 39 86 


y._ 36 17 12 7 60 43 83 

-4Uld 38 17 1011 65 46 61 

foam*. 38 15 13 10 64 48 SB 

CPsfece_38 15 11 10 67 33 SB 


Norwich_ 

Port Vale - . 

Stoke_- 

Portsmoutti ... 

Sntndon . 

Tranmera— 

OPR _ 

Oxford Uld _ 
West Bran. _ 

Raaffing. 

ManCtty.. .. 
Chariton .. .. 
Bunnng ha m 
Huddersfield. 
Grimsby- 


38 15 10 

39 1315 

37 IS 9 
3615 8 

38 IS 7 

37 14 10 

38 13 11 
38 14 7 
38 IT 14 
3B 12 11 
37 13 8 

37 13 B 

38 12 10 
toll 11 
37 B 11 


13 55 
IT 48 
13 44 
13 <5 

16 51 

13 50 

14 48 

17 52 
13 60 

13 47 
16 48 
16 44 

14 41 
36 42 

ib to 


58 55 

47 54 

48 54 
40 53 
54 52 

48 S3 
60 SO 
53 49 
62 47 

52 47 

49 47 

53 47 
44 46 
to 44 
70 35 


cH 


Ottwn.36 611 17 38 49 to 

Bradford. ... 37 B11 18 38 GO 3S 

Southend. „ 38 7 12 19 35 69 33 

OB MARTENS 

Afoarerane v Hastings; BaldoeK v Ashford. 
CheknBSord v Nuneaton; Cheterffani v 
Buton Atton; Crawfey V QWftSffid art! 
NortWteot Grestey vMerthyn Stf 
Canfcndge Ctr. afofltoume </ 


Boro DuSey Town v Sutton CofcfitaH Trwn; 
Eveahan v Fteunda T; HncfoeyToiw v 
Reddtch: Moor Greenv SskA; page) B v 
ftestorr RC Warwick v SttlhrtStaur- 
i Grantham; Tamnwrih v VS 


SoolhemaiWiarorjwaMur™,---—- 

Messrs: 

oate; Witney v Forest Green 
SMIRNOFF HUSH 

vUw Coleraine v CWdnuM; Chsados i 
IflfloM: Qentoran v Gienwan; Fortadown v 
Arete first ttivMort BaSyctore vLame. 
Bengot g Omag h; DetSsy v Ba#)mena: 

Premier Df^Sfigo (7^. 

PRESS A JOURNAL HGHLAND 
iFAtaiF- Quotes Thistle v Kett h; Owe y 
Fraserburgh: Fort VWam v Petwheed. 
HtmOy v Brora: Nahi Carty v 
Ctocftnacuddto 


Second division 

(20) Blacfcpooi v Bristol City.. 

( 21 ) Bournemouth v York. 

( 22 ) Buy v Chesterfield .. 

(23) Crewe v Peterborough —. 

(24) Gfflnghem w Wycorfoe- 

(25) Mttwrf v vvattard.. 

( 2 fi) Nads County v Stockport. 

(27) Ptymou#ivVKBxham.. 

(28) Shrewsbury v Rottierham- 

(29) Walaafl v Burnley. 

P W D L F A 

* aartford ... 35 16 13 6 50 34 

• LUon „ .. 35 16 10 8 57 39 


Buy.34 16 

Crewe_36 IB 

tttwall - - 37 16 
Watford— 35 14 


10 8 50 34 
4 13 46 38 
1011 46 43 

16 5 38 26 


Burtey.37 16 

Stockport— 33 15 
BrWrJOty.... 36 15 

Walsall-...36 IS 

WrexJvwn. 34 12 

Chaste**!.. 34 14 
Blackpool. ..3612 
Bournemouth 3813 

Preston - 38 14 

Plymouth.. . 36 11 
GMngham .. 35 12 
Shrewsbury • 38 10 

York-.toll 

Bristol tor — 37 10 


9 12 

10 B 

9 12 
9 12 

16 6 

10 JO 
13 11 

10 15 
6 IB 

12 13 
8 15 
12 16 
B 16 

11 18 


SB 39 
47 35 
54 42 
43 37 
39 34 
33 30 
45 39 
35 37 
41 50 

41 50 

42 49 
47 61 
38 53 
37 42 


Wycorrfee . .. 38 10 
Petetoorough 37 8 
Rotherham— 36 5 
Notts County 36 5 
* not nducSns 


6 18 38 49 

12 17 47 « 

13 18 29 51 
12 19 36 47 

Iasi night's match 


Third division 

(30) Brighton v Carditl...... 

( 31 ) Cambridge Uld v Chaster 

(32) Ftfiham v Harttepool. 

( 33 ) HUI vCartsla .... .... ... - 

(34) Layton Orient v unooln ... 

(35) MsmafteW v Northampton 

(36) Scarborough v Exeter . 

07) Swansea v Dartnglon. 

138 ) Torquay v Scunthorpe... . 

(39) Wtoan v Barnet.. . 

P W D L F 
Carte*' _. 37 21 10 6 58 
Wkjan. 38 21 8 9 74 

X_37 21 8 8 66 


A P& 

34 73 

48 71 

35 71 


Swansea. — 

Chester.. 

Caret) Utd— 
Caffl-.j-.--- 

Seartx arough 

Northampton 

•■Colchester. 

Hot. 

Scunthorpe ■ 

L**oln. 

Mansfield-. - 
•Rochdale 

Torquay. 

Barrel - 

LOrienl. 


.Barer ... 
Hartlepool... 
•Doncaster-. 


38 18 614 
38 15 14 9 
37 17 7 13 

37JL_ 6 _L 4 _ 

“39 14 14 11 
37 15 10 12 
37 13 18 B 
37 12 16 9 
3615 6 15 
38.13 11 14 
37 12 13 12 

37 11 1511 

38 12 »17 

37 10 15 12 

38 10 12 IB 

37 10 9 18 

38 10 9 19 
to 10 9 19 
38 10 8 20 
36 10 7 19 


50 42 . 00 

43 34 sa 

40 47 58 
47_44 _57 

“to 57 58 
56 40 55 

52 41 55 

37 38 53 

49 50 51 

52 5S 50 

40 39 49 

46 46 48 

38 48 45 

35 36 45 

36 45 42 

53 66 39 

44 56 39 
38 54 39 

41 58 38 

38 57 37 


tBrighton. . 38 9 821 45 ® 33 
t Bnghtcn dedwaad two pewte 
* nof fckxfrg tesi n^h*’ 5 fr^chcs 

Vauxhall Conference 

r _ 1 Bronwyore v Hayra..- • 

Utor^ughvNwttwfch. 

(—1 HecfoKforaV Nattering. 

(_) MacctesfiBld v Galeshead. 

(_) Morecambe v Dover ... 

-) Rushden and Diamonds v Telford 

(—1 Slough v Southport.. 

StaZhVoe v Kttdfirmfoster. 

(-jWafinevAWncham.-. 

FA CARLSBB» VASE: Ssnti-finate, 
ond far North ***» » Gustawg* 

borough v Lancaster. Guisetey 
H?Sv Errtey: Rrewn » ****£. 

ssrcs-iiew-sS 

ftvsfe* Ceftfcr Whfiey Bay v W&rrogion. 

VtatevP « 

Cuoon Aston. 


BelTs Scottish League 
Premier division 

(40) Dundee Urd v Raith.. . . 

(41) Dunfermline v Celtic. 

(42) Hibernian v Aberdeen 

(43) Motherwell v Hearts .. ... .. 

(44) Rangers v Kilmarnock - . 

First division 

(45) Clydebank vDunctee .. . 

(46) Fdkirkv East Fife. 

(47) Parttck v Greenock Morion . .. 

(48) St Johnstone vS&ing ... 

(49) St Minen v Airdrie. 

Second division 

{—) Ayr v Dumbarton.. . 

(—1 Berwick w Brechin. 

I—) Clyde v Livingston. 

(—) HamSon v Stenhousemur 
{—) Queen ol South v Strareae* . 

Third dhrislon 

B Arbroath v Inverness CT . 
Cowdenbeatti v Fortar 
Montrose v Albion .. . 

Queen's Park v Aloe . . 

I—) Hess County v Easi Stirfng . .. 
K3S LEAGUE: Premier dtvtson: B&hop's 
Sfortfotd v Sutton Untfed; Borehare Wood v 
Staines-. BionVey v Greys, Caishaften «• 
KfoKlonum: Chatsey v St Atwis: Herwon 
v Harrow; Cadord Cay v Dutredv teaemg v 
Purtfeat Veovrl v Ayiesbury first cMston. 
Abngdon Town v Tooting ana Macharn. 
Barton Rovers v Aldershot Town; BiNencay v 
Bognar Refirs; Cheshare v Wh/wleali- 
Croydon v BerVhamaed: Madanhejd 
United v Wonting: Marlow v BnsffigsioHe 
Moiesey v Thame. LAbrdge v Leyton 
Parrott WaHon and hessbarn v Hamgron. 
Wctengham v Canvey Island Second 
cftriskxv Bracknell v Dorfcjrg tt-allora S: 
Peter v BarWng. Chesrtinr v Horsnarrr 
Cofcer Row and Ronrtord v Wemcrev 
Edgware v Tlftxffy. Hiaracrtord v H Hemp¬ 
stead' Leaiherhaad v Been rad T Ware • 
Egham; Wndsa and Eton v Meoopoiaan 
Pofce; WKham v Letgmon Town Third 
d Mn i o rc ftantree v NorthwoC'd, Clapton v 
Hartcwr; Epsom and Ewe# v Camberley. 
Hornchurch v East Thurrcd. r joshurv v 
Rackwefl Heath Lewes v Tmci Soutna# » 
WeaUstone: vVingare and finerJev v 


oafc, LEAGUE OF WALES. Aberrsl 
wythv Rhyl. Bangor Cay vwaisrpooi Bany 
v Conner's Cwayr Cwmbran v Cacreartori 
Ebow Vote v Cemaas Bay (2301. HotyweT v 
Buton Ferry. Uansanrtlraid v Pannmarsici 
Newtown v Inter Caoie-Tei (2.30i. Ton 

Pertre V Ceersws 

ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE; Prermer ift 
Vision: Bramwod v Saffior. Walden. 
Burnham RamWera v Ford Urwlsd tasl 
Ham v Srarcyed. Greai Wakjennq Bowai 
Hiitndge Spons v Basildon u Wo<d v 
Sawbridgewrnh; Southend Manor v E ton 
Manor 

COURAGE COMBINED COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE: Premier division: Asn v Fcittiarrr 
Bedlam v Meisiiwn. CormitwCasuais v 
Fartram Cove v Cotham. Haritey Winrriey 
v Wallen CaSJjff- Rmws Parr Vale v«. isn- 
Itoh Reairw Town v Nememe- Saicnuisi 
vcn’ipaeod. Wrng Spans v 
and Guldford v Asniord 


LONDON SPAHTAN LEAGUE: Premier 
division: 3£rtun^3'de v Hikngdon Boro: 
Crcvoon \ Ham'.«n. Hatfield v Brook 
Horse: Rost? Manor v Amereham: 9 
Margare^JV . Woorfotd. 

MINERVA SOUTH MIDLANDS LEAGUE. 
Premier drvttron: Artesey v Potters Bar. 
&sgtes«ade v London Cotnay: Bracrte 
Spata v Roys;on. Harpendtn v Bedtont, 
Langford * Hodctesdcin, Letchworfo w 
Toddngion 

SCREWRX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
revision: B-lc-'ad 1 Ch***nham. 

3«sW'gi'^n » Weslbury Odd Dreo v Bnsiol 
Manor Farm. Pa Jion R v Baoyiefl. Taunicn 
v B'i'Jror. Tonrgton v Tivenon 
JEWS ON EASTERN COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE Premier dhreron: Bury Twin v 
Fetoyova P and T. Diss v Newmarker. 
Fa-inr-am « Woodbndge T-^wn Greai 
YamKrlfo v Wartioys. HadiesgTi U v Marcti, 
Halsiead * Gonesior. Lowosaon v Harwich 
and ParvesTon. Sen am v Sudbury. 
Stown-iarv.e: 1 Ciacfon Wisbech v nptree: 
Wicwnam v SudDury Res 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Firet * 
vision: Lymmgion v Whacniicn. Andover v 
East Com&. BAT v Gcrtpcrt Bemerton 
Heare v Per9Rhejd: Boumemouto v 
Romse>" Chnsi'diuch v Trtion, Coww 
Spors' , Aerosnuaure-J- Easite^h v 
C^-vniijn P-jrrsrriOulh v Ryde Sporti: 
Wireorvna Twin 1 &ciCterthur« 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE: First 
drrisarv Ea'.iDoume Twin v Pagham - . 
Haiisrere v Anjnon. Hassoctu: v Mve C<ak, 
Ho<*am (MCA < Langrey Spoils. Portfeid 
v Oshtooo Rregmer v Shoriha/n. Saftdean 

V Tnri?« 6nd'J?s Setsoy v tVhdelvavl' 

Seuih^aci- v Bwgesi Hir. Wic* v 
Peawnaren and Teiscor*>? 
WINSTONLEAO KENT LEAGUE: firs* 
dvtston: Faverorwm v Bed^nham. Fur¬ 
ness v ThamesrruMd: Greemxxrt v Canter- 
our,. Hyrhe v F-.*esrone Jw>aa,- 
Loida-iood v Connthcin: Fiamsgare v 
CJiaham. Tuntndge Weis v WMsubte 
T cat, Crip: SemLSiaJ, fcw leg. SZiepfey v 
Cray Slow Gieen v Heme Bay 
HELLENIC LEAGUE Premier revision: 
Bappuv v Endstergrt. B«eder v Wantage. 
BrecWav * Atxngaoc United. Burnham v 
AlmorxIsSury Didcol v Fairtevd - hhqhiMMIh 
>- Canenori iShorivyood v rjnttxay. Tuffley v 
Svmdon Si^^nrannc 
UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE: Premier revision. Bojcn v 
h&npsion. Cogemoe v long 
Hofoeach 1 Fcrc Sporu Mirrtaes Black- 
•JOhe % WeUmgboiijugri. Nevroon Pagneil v 
EvneSPJ^ Port'll v Woottcm. SpakJr-g v 
rWto-irripion Epen.ter. 5. and L CcriJy v 
Scnm? Cup: Semi-final: Desborough v 
Sioiioid 

INTERUNK EXPRESS ALLIANCE Barwel 
v BianwcJ-i Town- BlakenMH v CHdtwy U, 
Botameifl Si M 1 Pftsdll V. Cheseiown v 
HmoUtv Aihieuc Hatesovna-i H v Rushan O. 
Rocesier v Persnore T. SandweH v 
Bridgnorth Srvtr.^ T v W^efir^l. 3apenrti* 
vr.nyp*isipvV - SaatordTvWMtf Pace 
BANKS’S BREWERY LEAGUE" Premier 
revision: Bionincn S v Craalev Town. 
Brier*, Hut T v Gonial Res. Darlaswn v 
WaH a.» 'A'-.vi EiBnoUwll Hi, S'ajrpcrt S, 
Lve Toim v'.Votveniamcvcn C MawemTv 
HJi loo R SaHora T v '.Vcdneshetd; 
tV«rr«iJ!- v f.-vKtat- 


3JDSLE1GH MIDLAND COMBINATION: 
Premier division: Edsion Community Cort¬ 
ege V David Uoyd AFC; Boteha* S v 
Hghgale. Knmvte v Handrahan Timbers: 
Richmond Swills v Kerehwrth Snkley v 
Massey Ferguson: Sfufley BW v Calesrtfl. 
WerteSboume v ANecNjrch: West Mdtend 
Fire Service v Worcesiero. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE first 
revision: Alherlon Colwtes v Eastwood H: 
Blackpool Hows v GBo s soo Norm End: 
Boofle v Sdtdrd. Ho/ker Old Boys v Present 
Cattos: Kldsgrowe v Vauxhall GM. Maine 
Road v aewroe. Mossley v Cheddenon: 
to&ncasUe To«*n v Bttscaugh: Pevth v 
Rossendate: SI Helens v Nanttmch Towm; 
Trad red v Darwen 

FEDERAnON BREWERY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Fsst dhrision: BUlnoham v 
Whckham: Corvsetl v Stockton: Dunslon 
federation v Morpeth. Dumam v SlMon. 
Easinqion v Bedlngron Tetriere; RTM 
Newcastle v South Shiolda, Tow Law v 
Mutton. West Auckland v Crook 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE: 
Premtar revision: Arrnlhorpe'WeHare v 
caasshooohton WsWaie: Arnold v Thackley: 
AshWd v Sheffield. Bngg Tovm v Osacn 
Ataon: Lwersedge v Deraby; Malrby MW v 
HucNraU Town; Ossea Tmn v Hattom; 
Wckereiq v Hatfield Main; Pometrad Cote v 
Sefoy 

SOUTH EAST COUNTIES LEAGUE first 
dhn6ion: Arsenal v Southend (11 Dj. firtham 
v Cambridge (11 0): forwch v Chartrrei 
(11 0). Utt mad V west Ham (710/; Ports¬ 
mouth v Norwich IM.0I; Queens Park 
Raws v Chelsea (110); Tottenham v 
GAtrigham lit Or. Waited v Leyton Onent 
ill Oi Second revision: Barnet v Luton 
ill 0);Bwmamdhv Southampton ill 01. 
Euerntorti v Roadno 111 0;; Bopnicn v 
Cofchestei (12.0): Bnstol City v Bristol 
Rovers (11.0); Crystal Palace v Swndcri 
1110); Wimbledon v Odord Uld (11.0): 
Wycombe v Totienhsim (11 0) 

OLD BOYS’ LEAGUE: Premier tfivteiorv 
Coionef Manning OB v Oecham OX. G)yn 
OB v CM IgnaMns Lalymcr OB v Old 
Meadorons: OW Ateysians v Old 
KlnijstuTans; Old Vaughantarrs v OW 
Hamplornare 

SOUTHERN AMATEUR LEAGUE: Fm* 
division: C*J Estnamerans v West Wyc- 
omtse: Nauanal Wesorander BanK v Pdy 

I ectmc. Norserreivv Qvi Service: Crouch 
End Vamc»« v Old Adoreana; Easi Bama 
OG v South Bert,. 

SOUTH SIN OLYMPIAN LEAGUE: Senior 
one: A&onmi v Utysses: ParVfieW v 
Nottsborough; Wandsworth v Southgate 
County. Wrtan v Hate End Airtetlc 

ARTHURIAN LEAGUE' Premier cSvisrorr 
CtiOMeianB v Wtieana; Etoreons v 
Chrgwelians 

SCHOOLS MATCPES Ouck Ofi 10.30 
reitess siaiad)' Engfish Goodyear under- 
18 Trophy: SenJ-Snat NawaR Green. 
Gieaier ManUiesiEr v Orty School Shaffiafo. 
south Yorkshire (al Stretford Victoria. 

II 30) LiindbnHaiMteTrophgSwii-firiat 
Norm Kent v tsf nqton. Crisp SWekL Semi- 
firoL Redbndge v Newham ficktonl 
Shield: Sort-final: Souttanfton v Forte. 
VaJ Cupc Vale ol Wire Kress v kSd Wilts 
Northern merit Bbcktoum v LeSds: SaBreo 
v Setion Gfoann Trophy: Soum Surrey v 


I MIQ IT | 

Gkxtcester. SnowdownCup: Sehor v Si 
Hrtans. Infers —octe dan: Hadsney v 
Hartlepool: Luton v Swmdon. Kent ax-a- 
ade charrpionsftipe (al Bexley. 930). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
Kkk-cfi 23D unless staled 
snk Cut Challenge Cup 
Semi-final 
SI Helens w Salford 

(at Wigan)... 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEAGUE: Pre¬ 
mier revision: Lot* Lana v Mayfield: 
Sadreeworih v Beverley: Waal HUU v 
WoolsJon Firat dMstarc Astern v Barrow 
Island; Gtockbrook v Leigh East; Oufton v 
ThornW: Welney Central v MHom; Wigan SI 
Judes v Mrtdgreen Second revision: New 
Earswlck v Dewsbci^ Moor. Yorir Acom v 
HUi Dodnts. 

BAFL NATIONAL CUP: F«h round: 
Astern v Wnan Tech; BRK v Normenton; 
Dudley HU vOueers: Kefe v Wigan St Pats; 
Ovenden v Milford; Shaw Cross v Bten- 
boroogtr Scktel v SMrtaugh: West Bovrfirg 
vClajrion 

ALLIANCE CHAMPtONSHP: first efi- 
vtotorc Battey v Londorr. Wtdnea v Sheffield. 
Second divisfore Carfele v Lancs Lynx 
(20): Hemet Hempstead v Huddersfield; 
Prrexat v Keighley: Bochdate v Barrow 
fZCi) 

HOCKEY 

NASTRO AZTURRO LEAGUE: Premier 
League: WbJangham v Gore Cctft 
Hrenpsrtre/SurrayT Ok) Crantelghans, v 
London Uravareny tCanl/SusBex: Black- 
haam v Heme Bey. 

CLUB MATO-ea Chelnnstard v We« 
Herts; Hounslow vCsrradc Luton Tram v 
Bebop's Stortlord: Nineaton v Hanlon- 
■WWdam. PereTOcrough v Cambridge Oty. 
Weetbury y RoOnscns: Weston-super-Mare 
vNowport 

WOMEN'S NATIONAL LEAGUE: Premier 
revision: CStton v Ttopna (1230); H^ttown 
v Doncaster (noon); Leicester v (pswich 
112 30): Sough v Sutton Canada Ute (Z0) 
first dkikdon: Bbeherls v Wimbtedon (2 0): 
Bradford v Brartne* (1501; Canterbury v 
Bedans (noon): Otran v Chelmsford (z.Cfi. 


(noon); Wotang v St Afoans (20). 
WOMENS CLUB MATCHES: Sr Fagans v 
Cartftt Alhtetxr. Swerroea v Canfit 
WOMEN'S REGIONAL LEAGUES: East 

Ashfoid » Bury S( Edmunds; Bodeyheatfi v 

Harieslon Magotes, Ipswich v Cemb' “ 
City: Sevenortrs v Welwyn Garden 
Midlands: HampKXKn-Atden v 
i ctetrfpf v Katterro; Pickwick v Cnmscn 
Ramblers-. West Bromwrti v AWndge. 
North: Carfeta v Blackburn; Chaste v 
Boynton; Sheffield v Voric Wefion v 
Livapool. SoutfE Duknch v Wortrtng. 
Hampstead v Windtmere HI; Horuham w 
Southampton; Tube HU v Rearing, Wm- 
chesler v City ol Potlsmoutti. Wert: 
Orttanham v Redland; Cdtol v Bator. 
Leomeistef v Borenemoutn: St Abate* v 
Tata 


TOMORROW 




FOOTBALL 

tdek-oti 3 O oniess stated 

• danaes alfiricker malch 

FA Carting Premiership 

* Wimbledon v NevrasUa (4 01 

Nstiamde League 

FW division 

Oldham v Crystal Palace |10) 

Second division 
Bnstol Rovers v Preston 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE: Southern d 
veJcxi: SudcnghBm Town v Si Leonaos 
FAJ HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE: 
Premier dtvwkm: Bray v UCD |215t. 
Home Farm v Botteteans 13 Ifil 
FA WOMEN S PREMIER LEAGUE’ Mat- 
ionsl dvralon: f!fcreton Town v Arsenal (at 
New Manor Ground. ? 0) SaShampfon 
□oncastei ia AFC Totten 2.0l. INfimbtey « 
Croydon let Vale Farm. WerKttev. 2Ci 
League Cup: Final- MiBwM v Eveflnn (a 
Eiamei FC 5.30) 

FA WOMEN'S LEAGUE: Northern cb- 
vtsion: Aston VtBa v Stour pen GarsMiad 


a Helens v Bradford Southern drwtan: 
Beifihamsred v Three Bndgta. Brighton 
and. Hdrt v Langford Oxford Res v 
VtanUedoA 

SCHOOLS MATCHES: Monwigu intar- 
naifonrt tournament: E retard v Bofwa (at 
Les SatJt-.- 0 <rnonne. 2.30). Weteh 
5cftoolK Shield: Ouarier-final: Cyncn 
Vasiey v Cardiff 

HOCKEY 

NATIONAL LEAGUE- First division: 
Siueharts . hub (al Hifohai Boys Schert. 
2.30 1 . Mwpr.-ilte ■■ Seesion lat K,rv 3 
Edvsard - i3tri-; Schcrt Bummgham. 
23)i Srrvnif^ v Indian Gvmhhuna (at 
Prior.- L»^e Centro Orpington. 1 Cli: 
Sreokisr.es v- isca |rt Geage s Road. 
Saie 2 Oi C<ty ol Portrmouth > Lewes ial 
Ateivaiwa Fafi ' »i. C'ost,-. v Oxford 
ha.-.ks or OgweS 10> Dcncaste v 
Chlord Umellv (as Benrotthorpe 2 0). 
Eddkassvt t Sheffield iai Bmurdiam 
IhMnri 2 30> fjfoiice^icv riTy v Si 
Ato6 ..at Flock Core: 1 '<11 Harleftton 
fJaop«s ■ &iwm»n ia! Srortard Heath. 
2 Ci’ Wirn.igfon Tro^vv, »a( O onk9fh 
County HS 1 0| 


RUGBY UNION 
Welsh League 
First division 

&jbw Vale v Caerphilly (2.30) .. 

as UNDER-21 COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP: 
■Semt-finaL NotSnghanshec, UncrtnsNiB 
and Deroyshre v Yorkshire (at Beeston. 3.01. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Kick-ott 3 C unless stated 
Stones Super League 

Castfekxd v VWgan (S.35). 

HaHlax v Sheffield . 

Rrsr division 

Swinion v Workinglon. 

Whitehaven v Hurt (3.30) . 

Second dhrirton 

Banow v Rochdala. 

Doncasia v Brtley (20). 

Ywk v Piescol. 

Silk Cut Plate 
Semi-finals 

Lagh v HuW Kingston Rovers . 

Wiryies. v Hunstet. 


OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL Budweteer League: New- 
caste v Thames Vain (530); Sheffield v 
Palace (530); UcfadS v Chaster 
); London v Detby (5 0). 

BOWLS: Emfeh indoor champton of 
champions (a Bembrdge). 

KXP. University m^cfr; Oxford v Cam¬ 
bridge (at Royal St George’s). 

MOTOR SPORT: Brtfch Framute Three 
Championship (al Donlngfon Rsk). 
TOWING:’Woman's Urwereiiy Boat Race 
(Henley) 

SNOOKER Benson and Hedges btefc 
Masters (Co lOdate). 

SPEEDWAY: Speedway Star Cup; Eatf- 
boune v Ipswich (3.30); Swtndon v 
Bradford (60) 

SQUASH: Interlink woman's open (U 

Winded). 

SWIMMING; BriUsh grand prtx meeting (at 

C atm- 

VOLLEYBALL National League: Fha 
dhitston: Bl mfi nrt u v Leeds ( 1 Z 45 ); 
Essex v Saficrri (lio): Britannia Mac 
City v Sheffield C2JU| 


RUGBY UNION 
Kfck -08 3.0 unless stated 
Courage Clubs Championship. 
first revision 

Bristol v Sale..... 

Glo u ces te r v Leicester. P 

Htftequjnsv West Hartlepool. 

Wasps v One! 

(at Sudbury) -.... 

Second dhrislon 

Blackheath v Noffingham.. 

London Scottish v Coventry - . 

Newcastle v Moseley... 

Rotherham v Bedford.- 

Rugty y Richmond..—... 

Watertoo v Wakefield .... 

Third cflvislon 

COtton v Exeter ... 

Fyide v Wharfedate ._ . 

Havant v Rossfyn Park .. 

Liverpool St Helens v Reading . 

Lydney v London Welsh .—. 

MorieyvHatTogah} .. 

Redruth v Leeds .. 

Walsall v Obey .-. 

Fourth revision north 
Bfrrtngham/SoOhuB v 

Preston Grasshoppers 

Kendal v Sandal - ---- 

Mancheeaer v Hereford — .... .. 
Nuneaton v Sheffield .... _ ... ..... - . 

Stoke-on-Trent vAspama ...... .. 

Stourbridge v Lichfield . .. ...— 
WdriMSfarviWiOTlr^tDnPaffi .. .. .... .. 

Fourth revision south 

AskeansvCamberiey . 

Bafong v Henley. 

Berry Hffl v Weston-super-Mare . 

Chariton Parte v Metropolitan Pofce . 

Higfr Wycombe v Cheltenham . .. 

Newbuy v North Walsham. 

Plymouth v Tabard. 

SOUTH WEST: first ffiwston: BrWiam v 
OoucesJer Old Boys. Camborne v 
Barnstaple; Launceston v Bridgwaev; 
Matson v Stroud, Satebuy v St Ires; 
Tarquay v Maidenhead 
LONDON AND SOUTH EAST: first 
dhrtsion: Basingstoke v Norwich; 
Guildford and Godatown v Esher. Old 
Crtteisns v RutsUp-. Old Ww-Whttgifttans v 
Southard; Thurrock v Sutton and Epson; 
Wimbledon v Staines. 

MIDLANDS: firat revision: Leighton Buz¬ 
zard v Nncktey; McnsfleW v Derby. 
Scunthorpe v Camp B*, Stafford varnorv 
StockMWd Paris v Broadstreet; Sydon v 
Befgrwe; Westfeigh v Barters Buns: 
WttSoriech v Wotettemplon. 

NORTH firat dftitem Bradford and 
Brcley v New Brighton: Brfcftngtcn v 
Broughton Parte. forvans v TynesjalB:, 
Sedreey Park v Wlgton: VlMrws v Macctes- 
field;'West Park Brartfoope v Stockton 

RFU INTmilBJIAlE CUP; Senu^nals: 
Doncaster v Midreeshrough (at Otlay): 
Sudbury v Thansf Wanderers (at Hertay). 
RFU JUNIOR CUP: Serrtflnrta: Crewe 
and Nartwich v Pafownck (at UcWWd. 
2.30): Harpenden v Hutidorcfeti YMCA 
(at Burton-cn-Trent, Z30J 

Anglo-Walsh Cup 

Poot2B 

Nodhanpwn vNeupon.— 

Svretec CUp 
Ouarter-finab 

Cardfifv South Wales Police (2 30). 

EbbwVatev Bridgend.P 

Lfanafi v Pontypod (S30).- 

Neath v Swansea.P 

Welsh League 
Fkst revision 

Durwant v Neath (2.30)... 

NewDrtdga v Treorchy (2.30)... 

Second revision 

Aberawon v Abercynoo 12-30) . 

Bonyan v AbertBery (2.301 . 

MaastegvYsfracfOTrfe<3pJC0 . 

Carriff Institute v Cross Keys (2.30) .... 

THIRD DIVISION 1230)- Bith Web v 
Tredegar. Ksntig H<1 v Tenby United; 
Merthyr v Llanharan; MountoH Ash v 
Penarth 

SCHOOLS MATCHES: Under -18 fntar- 
natfonat England v France Tunck- 
ontiam). Daify Mai Cup: Uider-16 frist 
Coloon’s v Kirirham GS (at Twidienhan. 
1.15) Under-15 finnt RGS Hjcjh Wycombe 
v WhSoffl (at TvHCkenham. 1 145j 


SRU Tannante 1556 Cup 
Fourth round 

Ayr v Kelso. 

Berwick v Coratorpffine. 

Currie u Gala .. 

Dundee HSFP v Glasgow Academicals 
Etfinbur^i Academicals v KBmamock 
Ed»nbur ^7 Untversfty v Glenrothes ... 
GlasgcMr Southern v Aberdeen GSFP . 

Hawick v Bwoughmuir. 

Havre* Unden v Stewart's MeMfe FP.. 

Henol'G FP v Jed-Forest. 

KJrkcakJy v Hantflon Acadetracate... 

PBahlee v Mussstxjgfr. 

St Boswefis v Metrose . 

Surfing Couniy v SrewarUy .. 

West ol Scotland v Glasgow HK. 

SRU TCNNENTS 1556 BOWL: Fkst 
rotnd: Biggar v Gordoni a n s. Bute v 
Dranwrafine: Grangeroouih v How ol fito: 
Haddngion v Selonc Hdensbut^i v Cartha 
OP; LMigston v Aberdeenstwe. Preston 
Lodge v Gamock; Trinity Academicals v 
Langholm. 

Insurance Corporation League 
First division 

v Ganyowan (230) . 

Constitution v 

Biackiock Cofega (2 30). 

Instonlans v Draigannon (2^0). 

Lansdowne v Old Wesley (230) . 

Old Crescent v Young Mireter (230) .. 
Shannon v Tot enure College (2.30)... . 
StMar/sCotegevOldBetvedste(2 30) 

Second revision 

Bectfve Rangers v Deny (2.30). 

Highheld v wanderers [2.30) . 

Vonkarown v Dolphin (230). 

NlFCv Malone (2.30) . 

Stenfos v Greystones (230) . 

Sundfe-'sVliel) vCtontarH230) — 
UCCvDLSP (230). 


BalNmena<i 
Cork Consti 


OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL: Budweieer League; 
Crystal Palace v Newcastle (60). Derby 
v Leicester (730): Hemal and Watford v 
London (750): Worthing v Sheffield 
( 8 . 0 ). National League: Men: firat 
division: Liverpool v Solent. Mid Sussex 
v Carditl; Nottingham v Ware. Oxford v 
Coventry Second drutakinc FttrtuJue v 
Thames Valley; Northampton- v 
Chesslngton; Sheffield v Swindon; 
Sough v Bournemouth; South Wales v 
.South Bank. Woman: Rrst division: 
Barldng and Dagenham v Northampton; 
Ipswich v Btonngham. London v 
Thamra Valey; Noffingham v 
Hariaeden; Rhondda v Crystal Palace. 
Spefihome v Sheffield. Second division: 
Ptay-ofts: Semi-final: Liverpool v 
Lacesfer. 

BOWLS: Engtsh indoor champion ol 
champtana (al Barribndge) 

BOXING: British super-featfwrwetght 
championship (vacant) Nefi Swam 
(Wales) v Mfchsel Brodte (Manchester). 
Sqw-rrritMewagM bout Joe C&- 
zaghe (Wales) v Tyler Hughes (US) (81 
WyiherishsivB Forum, Manchester}. 
GOLF: University match: Oxford v 
Cambridge (al Royal St George's). 

ICE HOCKEY; BT Connections 
Superfsague play-off championship: 
SemiWt: Cardiff v SheffieW (1-30): 
Ayr v Nottingham (640) (both at Nynex 
Arana. MencheslaO. 

LACROSSE: Shephards Friendly Soci- 
ety League: Premier dh/fsksrv Heaton 
Mersey v Chsadfo; Hufrneians v Board- 
man and Ecctes 

ROWING: Head ot the F5ver (Tideway). 
SNOOKER: Benson and Hedges tosh 
Masters (Co Kfktere) 

SPEEDWAY: Speedway Star Cup: 
Bradford V Swindon (730); Coventry v 
Wolverhampton (730). 

SQUASH: interfii* women's open lat 
Windsor). 

SWIMMING: British ryand pro meeting 
{at Cardiff). 

VOLLEYBALL National Lwcpe: Men; 
first dhriskn: WWefirtd v Eating J7 0); 
Warwick v Lewfeham (620). Tooting v 
Liverpool (6,30), Stoke v Leeds (6 30); 
Cfoffon v Wessex (30). Women: first 
revtston: Loughborough v Liverpool 
(4.30); Britannia Music Cily v Salford 
(730). 









































RACING SO, 51 

Fifty years on: 
why Timeform is 
still a good bet 


SPORT 
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Williams quick 
. off the mark 
in Lipton debut 


Paris match stirs Liverpool memorie 


By David Maddock 

IT IS Paris in the spring then, the 
draw for the Cup Winners’ Cup 
semi-finals offering Liverpool a 
return to the Parc de Princes 
stadium, where, memorably, they 
secured a third European Cup final 
success in 1981. 

Much has happened since that 
balmy evening, when the Anfield 
dub joined die ranks of European 
superpowers by. fittingly, outma¬ 
noeuvring Real Madrid to lift the 
champions’ trophy again. 

Heysel has removed the inno¬ 
cence of that time forever, but still 
Liverpool will take fond memories 
of a European Cup won by an Alan 
Kennedy goal into thdr semi-final, 
first leg against Paris Saint-Ger¬ 
main on April 10. 

Roy Evans, the Liverpool man¬ 
ager. was a member of the 
backroom staff that enjoyed the 


Racing the 
loser as 
political 
posturing 
hits Tote 

By Richard Evans 

RACING CORRESPONDENT 

MAJOR GENERAL Guy 
Watkins has “won’* the race 
'for the Ttke chairmanship hut 
now finds himself the subject 
of an unprecedented objection 
and political inquiry which 
will take months to resolve. 

The former chief executive 
of the Royal Hong Kong 
Jockey Club must feel like a 
33-1 shot who has come from 
last to first — only to face the 
prospect of disqualification 
through no fault of his own. 

Having failed to reach the 
shortlist of three for the Tote 
job submitted to Michael 
Howard. Watkins, 64. subse¬ 
quently caught the eye of die 
Home Secretary and a press 
statement announcing his ap¬ 
pointment was prepared. 

However, he finds himself a 
victim of early general election 
skirmishes which mean no 
successor to Lord Wyatt of 
Weeford will be appointed 
untfi after polling day. What¬ 
ever die rights and wrongs of 
die disagreement between 
Howard and Jack. Straw, the 
shadow home secretary, 
which prompted the postpone¬ 
ment, racing, the Tote and 
Watkins are all Insets. 

The worst-kept secret in 
raring was Lord WyatTs in¬ 
tense lobbying on behalf of Sir 
Willie Rous for the Tote chair¬ 
manship. The peer does not 
take kindly to having his views 
rejected, least of all by the 
Home Secretary, and it is sale 
to assume that he will be 
indignant Meanwhile, Wat¬ 
kins will have to sit and suffer 
as people debate whether he is 
the right man for the job. 

His credentials, superficial¬ 
ly at least, are impressive. 
Educated at King’s, Canter¬ 
bury, he yearned to become a 
trainer but followed family 
tradition and joined the Army 
01^1951. He became one of its 
youngest generals and held a 
variety of posts before retiring 
in 1986 to take up the post as 
chief executive of die Royal 
Hong Kong Jockey Club. 

During his tervyear spell in 
the colony, racing boomed. 
Betting turnover went up to 
HK$80 billion (about £6J 
billion), the horse population 
increased from 750 to MOO, 
attendances grew and simul¬ 
casting was introduced. 

He returned to Britain last 
spring, since when he has 
become a director of the 
British Bloodstock Agency 
and Racecourse Holdings 
Trust the Jockey Club-owned 
subsidiary which owns a doz¬ 
en courses including Epsom. 
Sandown and Cheltenham. 

Election casualty, page I 
Raring, pages 50 and 51 


springtime stroll in Paris and 
Sammy Lee. now an Anfield coach, 
formed a midfield with Graeme 
Souness that belligerently coun¬ 
tered the threat of the Real play- 
maker. Uli Stidike. It was a night 
when Liverpool confirmed En¬ 
gland's arrival at the high table of 
European football, but Evans is 
reluctant to dwell on such niceties. 

Given the news at lunchtime 
yesterday of the draw among what 
is considered as strong a final four 
as the competition has produced. 
Evans was reluctant to loiter in the 
past “It is a good draw, because it 
will be an exciting tie,” he said. 

“We had no preference at this 
stage because all four teams are 
equally strong, although it is nibs to 
be heading back to Paris. Rsople 
are talking about our success there 
in the European Cup. but realty 
that is irrelevant. This team of 
players have not won a European 



EUROPEANCUP DRAWS 


• SEMI-FINALS 

EUROPEAN CUP: Bojussw Datmund y Maneges:* 'JMed v 
JUUEflIUS. 

□ Flnt leg Apnl 9. sraanrf leg -V* -’3 

UEFA CUP: Tenento v Sctefce 04 v AS Monaco 

□ Fest leg Apnl 8 second teg ..T 

CUP WINNERS' CUP BaraHorw » F^urnna. Pais Sain: . 

Liverpool 

□ Frsa leg April W second leg Api-i Si 


trophy and the important thing is 
that we go out and start to make 
history all over again.” 

If the draw was kind in any way 
to Liverpool, then it was in handing 
them a visit to Paris in the first leg, 
usually regarded as an advantage 
in knockout competitions. 
Manchester United, too. received 
(be same benefit and will visit 
Germany in the first leg of their 
European Cup semi-final against 
Bonos sia Dortmund on April 9. 


Alex Ferguson, rhe United man¬ 
ager, had initially hoped fur such 
an outcome after pushing past FC 
Pbrto on Wednesday, hut now the 
Scot accepts that there are benefits 
whichever way round the tie is 
played. “I've had rime to consider 
the draw for who is at home first 
and f came up with reasons to 
support both scenarios.” he said. 

“Away from home first allows 
you to go for a decent result and 
then bring them back to Old 


Trafford. which. I’m sure, will be 
seething for a semi-final. But then 
we were magnificent ar home 
against Porto and we could use thai 
momentum, too. I’m glad to be 
playing against a team of Dorr- 
mund's quality." 

Both Liverpool and Manchester 
United are second favourites for 
their respective competitions, offer¬ 
ing some perspective for those who 
contin ue to question the standing of 
English clubs in Europe. It is true 


that Newcastle United’S tame per¬ 
formance in Monaco test Tuesday 
hardly enhanced the Premiership^ 
reputation, but a study of the 
remaining teams in the three 
European competitions provides a 
less emotional analysis of the 
balance of power in Europe. _ 

Italy, predictably, has the right to 
claim to be the strongest nation 
with three semi-finalists, but be¬ 
hind them are England. Germany, 
Spain and France with two teams 
remaining. The only other country 
represented is Holland, with the 
sole presence of Ajax. There is an 
elite developing across the Conti¬ 
nent and the English axe healthy 
movers among them. 

Indeed, there is a reasonable case 
to be made for both Manchester 
United and Liverpool maintaining 
their momentum ail the way to 
their finals, a scenario likely to pur. 
England can a par with the Italians. 


Ferguson, confident now 
very public gnawi ng pw 
side,' yesterday oflaar 



Junior figure skater poised to become women’s world champion 


Lipinski makes 
child’s play of 
grown-up sport 


L et us gel the important 
fact down first The 
leader of the women’s 
world figure skating champ¬ 
ionship here in Lausanne lest 
her final milk tooth a fort¬ 
night ago. Tara Upinski, of 
the Unified States, is 14, was 
brought up in a place called 
Sugarland, Texas, stands 4ft 
8 m tall and weighs a fraction 
under 5 4 stone. 

Yes, it's pass-the-sick-hag 
time a gain- Actually, skating 
has just raised its minimum 
age to 15, but Upinski gels in 
because she had already 
made her senior competitive 
debut Mind you. she does not 
look I4i with her tightfy- 
bmmed hair, her lipstick and 
her mascara, she looks about 
ten. 

“I want her to look like she 
is 14.” Richard Callaghan, her 
coach, said. “But a sophisti¬ 
cated 14.” Abandon hope. She 
skated her short programme 
yesterday to music from the 
film. Little Women. Little 
women indeed! This was a 
little girl, lisping round the 
ice. I was conscious of a deep 
and powerful sense of toe¬ 
curling embarrassment The 
American press already have 
a private nickname for her. 
They call her “The robotic 
shrimp". 

She is on course fo be a 
multimillionairess before the 
disaster of puberty strikes, bat 
that looks yeare off If 
Upinski manages to skate 
dean today, she wQl become 
the youngest world champion 
since Sonia Henje, of Nor¬ 
way, won in 1927. It is a 
thought that makes many, 
people profoundly uneasy. 

Bat there are some people 
in ice skating who see no 
problem. A minimum age. 
their counterargument runs, 
wiD bring a situation in which 
the juniors are better than the 
seniaxs. And certainly there is 
no ajgumg with Lipinskfs 
jumping. 

Spectacular? Not a bit of it 

The simple physics of . size 


Simon Barnes confesses his 
unease at the involvement 
of girls in adult competition 


We have been through all this 
with gymnastics, and the 
sport has responded by rais¬ 
ing its minimum age to 16 and 
loading the marks in favour 
of grace. After all, in both 
sports, the same movement is 
much easier for an athlete of 
4ft Sin than one of 5ft 4m. The 
shorter performer is a virtuo¬ 
so, perhaps a cute one. The 
taller woman is a creature of 
beauty and grace. ' 
However, women's ice skat¬ 
ing finds itself in (he absurd 


Results 


position in which puberty is a 
disadvantage. This is dearly 
silly. Mkhcfle Kwan, the 
defending champion, another 
American now at the venera¬ 
ble age of 16. is struggling. 
What was easy last year is 
bard today. “MicheUe has 
had to struggle with the fact 
that her boayhas been chang¬ 
ing quite a bit in the past 
year,” Frank Carroll, her 
coach, said. WdL that’s the 
way it is with girls and their 
bodies. 1 remember when I 
first noticed that 
I am not objecting to the 
presence of littie girls in adult 


V'i- 


If you want to get a better idea 
of what this means, imagine 
George Foreman p erformin g 
a triple hitz. When it cranes to 
defying gravity, tumbling and 
twisting, the laws of physics 
state that a good little tm will 
always beat a good big "un. 

Lipinski is very talented, 
and, quite obviously, a mas¬ 
sively strong-minded person. 
And it is horrible to watch 
hen really quite disturbing. 




Bobek skates on saddened 

by the death of her coach 


sport on the grounds of child 
abuse. Skating is of course a 
cruel business, but then so is 
every other sport Look at the 
wastage rate of littie boys who 
want to be professional foot¬ 
ballers if'you want to ring 
your hands. The matter is 
normally out of mind because 
you don't see little bqys play¬ 
ing in the Premiership. 

No, it is more a question of 
adult abase. A system of 
marks that penalises competi¬ 
tors who have had the misfor¬ 
tune to reach puberty is 
simply absurd. It is abuse of 
adults, and of the whole 
nature of and point of sporL 

Cares hunger round the 
older competitors. Kwan, 
strung up like a banjo at the 
start; remembering her recent 
disastrous performance in the 
United States national cham¬ 
pionships, missed her combi¬ 
nation jump. Nicole Bobek is 
now a crone of 19. She. you'll 
recall, is the bad gbi of 
skating — no, not the realty 
bad one; (hat’s Tonya Har¬ 
ding. Bobek merely faced a 
house-breaking charge a 
couple of years ago. She, 
shattered by the death of her 
coach. Carlo Fassi, on Thurs¬ 
day, burst into tears at the 
start of her performance, and 
fell during tiie course of it 

The saddest sight of all was 
Lu Chen, the world champion 
in 1995, when she seemed a 
creature made almost entirely 
of cloud. She was nine-tenths 
nimbus and a champion. 
Now she is a handsome 
woman of 20 who is hag¬ 
ridden by doubt Site has 
never recovered from a stress 
fracture of her ankle. She 
came here after just three 
weeks* training, and got one 
desperate mark of three (out 
of six. remember). She failed 
to make the cut and will not 
skate in the free programme 
this afternoon. 

They know what worry is, 
these women of ice skating. 
“I’ve been thi nkin g too 
much.” Kwan said. “Instead 
of just going out on to the ice 
mid doing it" No sign of such 
an affliction in Lipinski. a 
person to whom — now — 
worry, and perhaps thought 
itself is a stranger. I suppose 
we were ail immortal at 14 



pean Clip final for fife. X, “ I 
since 1985. : 

“I’m not apprehensive. I 
believe that Borussia are a 
side than us. I think it js very 
and that it is even money a y.-ft 
which side ' wilT go thnmghrTie 

said. • \ 

"We have similar characteristics 
and even their stadium is i3oe an 
English stadium. I think it.wffl tea 
realty good, dose game that we 
should be confident abotft/*- . 

Ferguson beli eveff t hat 
Manchester United supporters wffi 
be exonerated for their role in the 
troubles in Oporto last Wednesday 
when a committee of Uefa, foe 
European governing body, meets 
on Tuesday eveni ng t o oamiac 
reports from the second leg. 
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Edwards 
suffers 
fallings 
of IAAF 
drug policy 

From David Powell 
ATHLETICS CORRESPONDENT 
IN TURIN - 
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** clause after her short programme in Lausanne yesterday 


THE International Amateur. 
Athletic Federation (IAAF) 
admitted here yesterday that 
its fourfyear ban on athletes' 
who take drugs is unenforce^ 
able in some countries and 
introduced a two-tier punish¬ 
ment system. It means, for 
example, that Paul Edwards, 
the British shot putter, who 
was sent home from the M 94 
Commonwealth Games, i#' 
mains suspended knowing 
that, if he was German. 
French, Russian or Spanish. / 
or from one of at least eight 
countries outside Great Brit¬ 
ain, he would be free to 
I compete. 

In a bizarre anno u ncement 
the IAAF reinstated two Ger¬ 
man athletes after they iiad - 
served two years because their _ 
-national law hadruled thara 
- four-year ban. was unreason^ 
able. Yet it threw out-an- 
appeal by Edwards, who is in.7 
a third year of a four-year 
suspension. Britain has no 
such law. Dr Arne Ljungqvist. 
the chairman of the IAAF - 
medical commission, admit¬ 
ted that the ruling was unfair. 

That is the problem we 
have,” Ljungqvist said. “Il is 
not my personal wish- to 
reduce the ban, but I must face 
facts — that we have a situa¬ 
tion where we cannot enforce 
tiie rules.” Ljungqvist said that 
a two-year ban would operate 
on athletes from countries 
where the law so dictated, 
where there was court-case 
precedent or a government 
statement which “would be 
recognised as equal to law or 
precedent". 

When an athlete fails a 
drugs test, it is the responsi¬ 
bility of the national member 
federation to enforce the ban. 
“Realising that a member 
cannot go against the law, we 
have, in theory, two mecha¬ 
nisms. One is to expel the . 
member because the member 
cannot abide by chit . rules,. 
although that is just a hypo¬ 
thetical possibility; the other is 
to reinstate athletes under die 
exceptional circumstances- 
H df” So now Susen Tiedtke- ; 
Green, a long jumper, and 
Martin Brehmer. a middle- 
distance runner, both Ger¬ 
man, are free to compete. 

The IAAF council, which 
took the decision, agreed. to 
recommend to congre s s, 
which meets in July, that all 
bans be reduced from four 
years to two. “We have put it 
““re congress twice (in the - 
past} and twice it has been 
rejected," Ljungqvist said, 
but we cannot implement a 
four-year ban worldwide and 
it is unfair to have it" - - 
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